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Mozambique Condemns 4 Dissidents
Manchest4r  Guardren

ì\'IAPUTO. Mozambique. Feh 16
- A Ìv{ozambican müur-v tribunai
has sentenced four men to death by
ínrng squad. Twenty-s€ven ottpr per-
sons received prison s€ntences rangurg
from eight to 15 years.

.{Ìl were convicted of beung active in
the antigovernment t5r*itC
movement in Ì\ÍiÌange District, on
Ì\loilambique's border with Malâwi.
This is a mtruntainous, tea-growing re-
gron where ìow-level antigovemment
actirit-v- has conturued since indepen-
dence aÌmmt six years ago. Shops and
ülÌages have been attacked, and some
Ì!ftrzambican otÍïciais have been killed.

According to the miltâry tribunaì,
theleaders of the group were in
Malâwi and the convict€d diqsidents
regularl-v went back and forth acrms
the border.

At one time, Malawi actively sup-
ported antigovemment $oups such as
Africa Liwe, but Mozambican-
Malawian relations have improved re-
centìy, and it is not clear whether
Malawi is still promoting these groups.

Recnltrng for the groups is based
on regionaÌ and ethnic appeals in op-
position to the ruling Marxist Fre-
Ìimo's nontribal and nonracial policy.
For example, one of the men s€n-
tencrd to death Ìrad been organizing
"Rumbezia," the Zambezia liberation

movement. qìthin Africa Li',re. Ther'
also encouraged opprxition to Frelimo
efÍbru m organize cooperatives and
communal v'iììages.

furica Livre is tinked with the "na-
tional resÈtance movement' that i-s
active in Gaza. Ìllanica, and Sofala
provinces and is now supponeci by
Mozambique's neighbor. South furica.

Three of the men grven death sen-
tences were commanders of armed
bands in Milange. The fourth was u:Ì
charge of supplying food to Alrica
Liwe bases there.

One of those imprisoned is â wom-
an and another is a Malawian marì.
All the others are Mozambican men.


