730304b

The Discourse of
Samora Machel

Samora on the woman question and social emancipation

Maiji Maji [Dar es Salaam], no.33, March 1978, p.42-48. [not found
in Amélia Souto and Antdnio Sopa, Samora Machel: bibliografia,
1970-1986 (Maputo: Centro de Estudos Africanos, 1996)]

This speech is apparently considered to be one of the classic texts in
Machel’s considerable discourse. It was delivered to the first OMM conference
in March 1973, and was published as a pamphlet, anthologised, translated
and reprinted over and over again (see references printed in Souto and
Sopa). Even in Tempo it appeared on at least two occasions. Here it is
published in the progressive student journal at the University of Dar es
Salaam, with no apparatus.
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Edftorial Note
. In issue Noe 32 of this Journal we published an artiele " A LAMENT
OF BEING A WOMAN", 1In this issue we bring to comrade readers and
particularly the Women comrades in the struggle for social emancipation

vome fundamental Questions on the Woman Question raised by the Great

Combaﬁtant and Militant for the oppressed Peoples of Africa.

The Need for Emancipation

The emancipation of women is not an act of charity, the result of a
humanitarian or compassionate attitudes. The liberation of women is
fundamental necessity for the Revolutlon, the guarantce of its continuity
and the precondition for its victorys The main objective of the Revolu=
tion is to destroy the system of exploitation and build a new society
-which releases the potentialitics of human beings, reconciling them with
labour and with naturce This is the contex within which the question of
women's emancipation ariscs,

Generally spcaking, women nre the most oppressed, humiliated and ex~
ploited beings in socictys A woman is even exploited by a man who is
himself exploited, becaten by the ma! who is lacerated by the palmatoria,
humiliated by the man who is crushed under the boot of the boss and the
settlers

How can the Revolution triumph without the liberation of women?
W1ll it be possible to get rid of the system of exploitation while keeping
one part of society cxploited? One ¢ annot only partially wipe out
exploitgtion and oppression, onc caunot tear up only half the weeds
without even stronger ones spreading out from the half that has survived,

How then can one make a revolution without mobilising wemen? If
more than half the cxploited and oppressed people consist of women, how
can they be left on the fringe of the struggle? To make a revalution it
is necessary to mobilise all the exploited and oppressed, and.consequently
women as wWeélls I it is to be victorious, the Revolufion must eliminate
the whole system of cxploitation and oppression, liberating all the-
exp101ted and the oppressedas Therefore it must ellmlnate the exploitation
and ‘oppression of women, it is forced to liberate women.

Moreover, if wec also consider the basic need for the revolution to
continued by the new generation, how can ‘we ensure the revolutionary eduw~
cation of the generation which will carry on our work if mothers, the
first educators, oro marginal to the revolutionary process? How can one
turn the homes of thc exploited and the oppressed into cells of revolu-
tionary struggle, centrdés for the diffusion of our line, encouraging the
involvement of the family, if women remain apathetic to this process,
indifferent to the society which is being build and deaf to the c¢all of
people?

To say that women do not feel the need to liberate themsclves, or
that it is often FRELIMO, nnd not the women, which uphold women's emanci-
patlon is, a paltry -arguiment which cannot stand up to analysis. Women fcel
their subjection, they feel the need to change their situations What
happens is that the domination imposcd by sovciety, by stifling their iniw-
tiative, often provents them from expressing their aspirations, often pre=~
vents them from thinking of how to wage their struggle. It is here that
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FRELIMO intervenese A5 the conscious vanguard of the women and men of
Mozambigque, of the oppressecd people, FRELIMO formulates the line and
indicates the methods of struggle.

It is mssential that we understand th1s phenomcnon so as to avoid
false and futile dchatcess

What is the Basis of the Womens QOppreasion?

The System of Exploitation as the Basis of VWomen's Oppression

To speak of the omancipation of women clearly implies that thoy
are oppressed and oxpleiteds It is important to understand the basis of
that oppression cnd exploitation.

Let us begin by saying that the oppression of women is the result of
their exploitation; oppression in society is always the result of imposed
exploitations Colonialism did not come to occupy our country for the
purpose of arresting us, flogging us and beating us with the palmatoria,
It invaded anc occupied our country for the purpose of exploiting our
wealth and laboure In order to exploit us, in order to quell our regise
tance to exploitation and pruvent us from rebelling against it, it then
introduced the system of oppression; physical oppression, through the
courts, -the policec, the armed forces, imprisonment, ftorture and massacres;
and spiritual oppression, through obscurantism, superstition and ignorancc
designed to destry the spirit of creative initiatiwe, to kill the sense’
of justice and criticismy to reduce the individual to passivity and meke
him accept his exploited and oppressed state as a normal thing, Humilia-
tion and contempt came into being in the process, sinpe he who exploits
and oppresses tends to humiliate and despise his victims, regarding them
as inherently Iferior beings. .and then racism appears, the suppeme form
of humiliation and contempte

The mechanism of womon's alienation is identical to the mechanism of
the alienation of the colonised man in colonial society, or of the worker
in capitalist society.

., From the moment-when enrly man started to produce»more than he
COnsumed, the material foundations ‘were laid for the emergence of a
stratum in socicty which would appropriate the fruits of the majority's
labour. This approprlatlon of the product of the masses' labour by a
handful of people in society is the essence of the system of the explolitne
tion of man by man and the crux of the antagonistic contradiction which
has divided society for centurics. .

As soon as the process of exploitation was unleashed, women as a
whole~- like men - were subjected: to the domination of the privileged
stratas Women arc clso producers, and workers, but with specific
characteristicse To possess women is to possess workers, unpaid workers
whose entire labour power can be appropriated without resistance by the
HEEbandlgwho is the lcrd and mastere. In an agrarianR economyy marrying

many woman is a surc way of accumulationg a great deal of wealth, The
_husband is assurcd of frce lgbour which neithcr complains nor rebels
ngainst exploitations

Hence the important rdle playcd by polygamy in the rural arecas of
a primitive agrarian economy, Socicty, wmalising that women are a source
of wealth, demands that a price be paid for them. The girl's parents
demand from their future son~in-law the payment of a bride=-price =-lobolo
- before giving up their daughters The womar is bought and inherited
sust like material roods, or any source of gealth.

But what is moure important is that compared with, say, the slave,
who is also a sourcc of wealth and an udpaid worker, the woman offers
her owner two added advantagess She is a source of pleasure and above
all, she produces other workers, she produces new sources of wealthe

This last aspect is particularly sighificant. Society grants the
husband the right to repudiate his wife and demand the re-payment of the
lobold should she prove barren, or if the husband thinks that she ise
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T4 wam adgn ke noltéd that in many soctetlsoy-w windfnl of tho-walwa of tho
labour power of the womemts children, the principle is established that
the children belong to the mother's clan opr family. In our 5001ety, it
is also currcht prﬂcticc for the children to continue to belong to the
mother's family, cspecially if the husband has not paid the entire lobolo
that is, the purchasc price for this wealth, This situation has led to
the exeessive emphasis on women's fertility and the transformation of the
wap-woman »salatiorahip intg e Wers act 0f" proerention,

«~ But a particular situation emergeds OWiIng tO his eowswed VVEL bdha
massesy the .exploiter acquired vast riches, vast estates, large herds of
cattle, .gold and jowels and so one Yet despite his wealth he was still
mortal, like othcr mens The problem then of the fate of his wealth~ in
other words, the question of inheritance =~ became crucial, Women ‘are
the producers of helrs.

It is therefore clear that the exploitation of women and their conw
sequont oppression starts in the system of private ownershlp of the means
of productlon, in the system of exploitation of man by man,
Wd cultural Mechanisms of the Domlnatj._n of Women.

A society based on private ownershlp of the means of produotion
on the exploitation of men, creates and imposes the ideology and culture
which uphold its valucs and ensure its survivals The economic exploitaw
tion of women, their transformation into mere producers with no rights.
at the service of their owners ~ whether husbands ot fathers - requires
the establishment of a corresponding ideology and culture, together with
an*sducational system tQ pass them ons Obv1ously, this is not something
which 'happens all once, but a process developed and refined over thousands
of years of the society's existence.

+ Qbsgurantism is the beginning of the process. The general principle
i5 to keep women in ignorance or give them only an essential minimum of
educations Every wherc we find that illiteracy is higher among women,
they are always a minority in schools, colleges and universities, even
though they are.the majority of the population.

Stience has olways been kKept as man's monopoly, his exclusive
domajn, in the devcloped wivilisations of the past as in capitalist
soclety today. To keep women away from science is to prevent them from
discoveéring that society is created as a function of certain spec1flc
interests and that it is therefore possible to change society.

P¥seurantism and ipgnorance go hand in hand with superstition and
give fise to passivity.

ALl supcrstitions and religions find their most fertile soil among
womeh, because they are submerged in the greatest ignorance and abscurae
ntismy In our society, rites and ceremonies are the main vehicle for
‘the transmission of society's concept of women's inferiority, and their
subservience to men, It is herc too that countless myths and superstie
tions are propagated with the express intention of destroy ng women's
gsense of initiative and reducing them to passivity.

Family education itself emphasises and reinforces this. From

infangy‘the girl is brought up differently from the boy and a feeling of
inferiority instilled in her.

Nom® of this is surprisinge As we have said, exploitative society
promotes the ideolopy, culture and education that serves its interests,
It does so with women, just as it does with colonised people and with
workers jn capitalist societye All are deliberately kept in ignorancey
obscurantism and superstition with a view to making them resigned to
ttheir position, of instilling in them an attltude of passivity and servie

ity

This is where racism comces ine The colonised man is called a
second g¢lass human being by virtue of his skins. The woman is called an
inferiot human beinp by virtue of her sex. In capitalist countries in
Europey they claim that women are creatures with long hair and short ideass
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The process of aglienstion- reaches~;to~$eak*when~ﬂmgguudgited
person, reduced to total passivity, is no longer capable of 1magln1ng
that the possibility of liberation exists and in turn becomes a tool for
the propagation of the ideology of resignation and passivity. It must
be recognised that the centuries=-old subjugation of women has to a great
extent reduced them to a passive- etate,wthCh"proueniamihem from*oveu
understanding their condition. e ”

‘The Nature of the Antagonism

It is important to understand correctly--the nature of the contra-
diction or'contradlcclons‘involved, for-only after understandlﬁg them
will we be in a position to define the target o6f-our’ attack and plan the
approprlate strategy and tactics for our struggle. -

We have seen'that the basdis of the domlnatlon of women lies in the
system of economic organisation of society, private ownership of the
means of production, which necessarily leads to the exp101tat10n of man
by mane

‘This .means thaty apart from the specific features of their situation
the cortradiction between women and the 'social order. 1s in essence a
contradiction between women a&hd the exploltatlon of man by man, betwecn
womea and the privatce. ownership of the means of production,  In other
words, it is the same as the contradiction between the working masses
and the exploitive social order.

Tet usg be clear on this point., The antagonistic contraﬁlctlon is
not between women and men, but between women and the- sotial order, betw=
een wll exploited people, both women .and men, and the social’ order. The
fact that they are cxploited explalns why they are not involved.in all
planning and dcc151on~maklng tasks in ,society, why they are exgluded
from worklng out the concepts which govern economic, social, cultural
’and politlcal lifey even when their interests are directly affected.

:This is the maln:&ature of the contradlctlon- their exclus;on
from the sphere of decision-mnking in society. This contradiction can
only be splved by prevolution,.society on new foundations, freelng the
initiative of women, integrating them in sodiety as responszble members
and involving them in decision-makinge

Therefore, just as there can be no revolution withouf the liberation
of women, the struggle for women's emancipation cannot succeed without
the victory of the revolutions

It should be pointed out that the ideological and cultural precepts
of the exp101tat1vc society which maintain the subjugation of womén are
'destroyed by the advance of the ideological and cultural reveolution which
introduces into society new values, a new content to cducation and

cultures

But apart from the antagonistic contradiction bwtween women ‘and +the
social order, other contradictions of a secondnry nature also arise
between women and men as a kind of reflex.

The marriage system, marital authority bascd solely on sex, ﬁhe
frequent brutality of the husband and his consistent refusal to treat
his wife as an equal, are sources of friction and contradiction., If they
are not correctly solved, these secondary contradictions may become more
acute and produce such scrious consequences as divorce.

But however scrious they may be, these factors do not alter the
nature of the contradiction. | ' . .
" It is important to stress this aspedt, because we now ace an
ideological offensive takinpg place particularly in the capltallst world,
in the guise of a women's liberation _strugkle. The aim is to transform
the .contradiction with men into an antagonlsxlc one, thereby dividing
exploitéd men and women to preovent them' from fighting the exploitatiye

society, 1In fact, leaving aside the demagoguery which hides its true
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nature, this ideological offensive is an offensive by cipitalism to
confuse women, to divert their attention from the real target.

We sce small manifestations of this offensive appearing among use
Here and there we henr women grumbling about men, as if the cause of
their exploitation lay in the differcnce between the sexes, as if men
were spdistic monsters who derdive pleasure from- the. oppression of womenes

Men and women arc products and victims of the exploitative soclety
which has created and formed thems It is essentially against this soci-
ety that men and women should fight united, OQur practical experience
has proved that the progress achieved in the liberation of women is the
result of the successes gained in our common struggle against colondialism
and imperialism, aszoinst the exploitation of man by man, and the build
a new societys

The viay Qut

The Main Lines of Actione

The fight for women's emancipation demands, as a first step, the
clarification of our ideasy Such clarification is all the more imperative
in that there is a profusion of erroneous 1deas about the eman01pat10n
of women,

There arc those who see emancipation as mechanical equality between
men and womens This vulgar concept is often seen among us. Hereiémane
cipation means that women and men do exactly the same tasks, mechanically
dividing their houschold dutiese 'If I wash the dishes today you must
wash them tomorrow, whether or not you are busy or have the times' If
there are still no women trmck drivers or tractor drivers in FRELIMO,
we must have some ripght away regordless of the objective and subjective
conditions. As we can sec from the exasvle of capitalist countries, this
mechanically conceived cmancipation leads to complaints and attitudes
which utterly distort the meaning of women's emancipation. An emane
cipated woman is onc who drinks, smokes, wears trousers and ming-skirts,
who indulges in soxual promiscuity, who refuses to have children, etc.

Others associnted emancipation with the accumulation of diplomas,
and particularly university degrees, which are regarded as certificates
of emancipations

Yet others think that emancipation consists of achieving a certain
economic, social and cultural level,

ALl thesc arc erroncaus and superficial conceptse Not one of them
elther pets to the henrt of the contradiction or suggests a line that will
really cmancipate women,

Emancipation roqguires action on several essential levels,

First of all, n political linc of action must be laid down. For
women to emancipatc themselves there must be conscious polltlcal commite-
ment, What does this mean in practical terms?

It means, firstly, that the line must be laid down by a revalution=-
ary political organisntion which, defending the interests of the exploitcd
masses as a wholc, lends them in the fipght against the old societys. Only
such an organisation is in position to formulate a global strategy for the
fight for liberations In our cass,what this means in concrete terms is
that in order to liberate themsclves, women must internalise FRELIMO's
political line and live by it in a creative way, Otherwise they will
throw themselves into sterile and sccondary battles which will exhauet
them uselessly and to no effect,

To internalise and live by our line requires involvement in the |
tasks laid down by the orpanisation. Just as a plant needs to strike
roots in the ground in order tv grow, so does the political line take

root in revolutionnry practices Revolutionary practice dcstroys the
exploitative socicty, unleashes the internal struggle, demolishes our
erroneous ideas and releascs our critical sense and creative 1nit1at1vcs.
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In this context women must be mohilised for 1nternal struggle and
for mass struggle, and they must be organised. They will then be able
to internalisc the political linc to start the coffensive. They must
be involved in the battle for the political cducation of the next
generation and in the battle for the large-scale wobilisation ‘and
organisation of the massess Their commitment to the liberation struggle
will then become concrete action, leading them to take part in making
decisions affecting the country's future.

There also arises the need to engage in production.

Releasing the productive forces and launching the process of
economic development will lead to deeper ideological understanding and
a sounder knowledge of recality, of society and nature.

A third aspect is scientitifftc and cultural education. A scienti-
fic and cultural grounding enables women to achieye.a correct understa«
nding of their relationship with nature and society, thus destr-— -z the
mmths fostered by obscmrantism which oppress them psychologically and
'deprlve them of 1n1t11t1ve-

In this way, women w1ll gradually attain all levels of planning,
decision-making and implementation in organising the affairs of children,
hospitals, schools, factories, the armed forces, diplomacy, art, science,

culture and so one

v It should also be emphasised here that all these needs do not
‘apply solely to womcn, because men are also al:enated, though in different

wayss

The last aspect is that of the relationship bebdween men and women,
that is, the new rcvolutionary concept of the couple and the home. Ve
can already see clearly what this relationship should not bes Until
now it has been bascd on the alleged superiority of man over woman,
aimed at satisfyinp the male egoa

We must state herc ~ and this is somethiny new in society =~ that
the family relationship, the man~woman relationship should be founded
exclusively on love, Ve do not mean the banal, romantic concept of love
which amounts to little more than emotional excitement and an idealised
view of life.

For us, love can only exist between free and equal people who have
the same ideals and com—itment in serving the masses and the revolution,
This is the bgsis upon which the moral and emotional affinity which
constitutes love is Dhuilte. We need to discover this new dimension,
hitherto unknown in our conntrys

Concluding Remarks

Millions of Mozambican women, who for centuries have heen opir... ..
are anxiously and hopefully waiting the dawn of freedom which will be
born heres The Mozambicon people, the Mozambican revolution, need -
commitment, your struggles You have a decisive weapon in your hand
which is FRELIMO's political line on the emancipation of womeng We must

once more underline the most important aspects of our thoughte

The exploitation of women is an aspect of the general system of
exploitation of man by man. This éxploitation creates the conditions
for thc alienation of women: it reduces thon %o passivity and excludes
' Them from the sphere of decision=making in society. The antagonistic
contradictions which thus exist, are between women and the exploitative
gocial orders. Thesc contradictions are between all the exploited masses
ih our country and in the world, and the exploiting classesd Only
revolution can definitively resolve this contradiction, because it alone
is the incarnation of the interests of the exploited masses; it mobilises.
organises and united them for the struggle; it alone cand ythe old
social order. Revolution puts the expl.oited masses in power, the masses
who lived under oppression and were forced into passivitye
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our pecoplets armed struggle against colonialism_and imperialism
is the fundamental starting point for the Mozambican revulution; the
moment of the unlecashing of the process of liberation of our land, women
and mens The arme” struggle which is gaining in popularity in our- countyy
aets like an incubator in which the revolutionary process starts to
take root.

The centurics-~old expericnce of exploitation and suffering of the
women and men of Mozambique and the discovery of the freedom born of
peoplets power in th¢ arcas under our control, have made our people
receptive to ideas of progress and revolution. The oonditions are ripe
for an offensive on the women's liberation fromt, an important moment
in the revolutionary strugiles
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