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Building a
nation In
battle - torn
Mozambique

SAMORA MOISES MA.
CHEL has been President
of the Mozambique Libera-
tion Front since shortly
after the death of Dr.
Edyardo Mondlane in 1969.
He'is a soldier-politician in
the classic mould and com-
bineg the Presidency with
the command of the Mo-
zambique People’s Libera-
tion Army. He is rarely
$( in Dar es Salaam and
seidom gives interviews but
on a recent visit he spoke
to “Sunday News” staff
writer 1AIN CHRISTIE
about Frelimo; what it
stands for; what it is doing;
and where it ig going. in
this interview the word
“Cahora” is used instead
of “Cabora” in the name
of the giant dam project
in  Mozambique. Frelimo
uses Cahora because it
more closely approximates
the local people’s pronun-
ciation of the site.

Q—: Since you hegan military
operations near Cahora Bassa,
developments in South Tete
have recelved a great deal
of publicity, and successful
Frelimo operatlons are report.
ed so frequently, evén hy
the Portuguese, that it ap-
pears as though the struggle
{s more developed here than
snywhere else in Mpzambigque.
Is t@js 407 And how du South

Tetdy s Cakora ¥ Bssa , fit
into ¥ Frelimo's overall strat-
egy?

A—. The struggle in Tete
Province is not separated from
the development of the struggle
in the other provinces, There-
fore in order to understand the
situation in Tete you have to
know the political and military
situation in the whole of Mozam-
bique, .

ete is anintegral part of our
country. The arm cannot live
outside the body and Tete is
something lfke an arm in the
context of our country, Unly
when the other parts of the body
work properly can the arm also
function. It is because the poli-
tical and military struggle is
developing properly inthe other
provinces that we are having
successes in Tete,

It was necessary to develop
the war in the other provinces
to create conditions for it to
start in Tete in 1988, By that
time, in Niassa and Cabo Del.
gado, we were already launching
large scale, important combats,
already capturing prisoners and
war equipment,

We ‘*were developing tne
process of nationalreconstruc-
tion {n these two provinces —
we had hospitals and schools,
S0 the struggle had already de-
termined important changes in
the society there,

These conditions enabled us
to begin the fighting in Tete
again in 1968 and the struggle
is now well-developed, It is
developing because the people
are becoming more and more
involved. But although it may

‘hump — it is where

appear that the war in Tete is
more developad than inthe other
two provinces, this is not the
case, What {s happening is that
Teie is being given more publi-
city because of the economlic
interests there, They are the
interests of capitalists and in-
ternatlonal imperialism; for
,them Tete {s like the camel’s
tueir
strength and reserves are con-
centrated. And our struggle is
affecting these interests,

You know about Cahora Bassa,
The great powers are involved
there, Thenthere are the trucks
which transport goods on the
road through Tete from Malaw!
to Rhodesia, We attack the
roads, trains and trucks,

mainly because it is througn

them that the enemy circulat-
es and distributes it forces,

Cahora. Bassa is not our main
target, Our plan as it was de-
fined when we started the war is
to spread the struggle through.
out the entire country, and since
Cahora Bassa is inside our
country and in a provirce where
there is fighting, itnecessarily
falls within this plan, ¥ e do not
concentrate our action {n Tete
on Cahora Bassa, but of course
there are circumstances tnat
make it a veryimportant target
for us, namely the extent of
imperialist involvement and the
implications for our struggle. ¢
the scheme were to hdiyeeriied
out, .
Q—: I know you have achools,
hospitals and so on in the
northern part of Tete, but do
you have these things south
of the Zambezi yet?

A: — Yes, 1he struggle has

developed quickly here because
this is an area where Por.
tuguese oppression made itsel:
felt more strongly thaninother
places, Andthere arethe people
who Hlve near the border witt
Rhodésia — they  sufferec
double oppression, They were
recruited to work in the banan
and sugar plantations {r
Mozambique and when the;
finished there they were sok
to Rhodesia to work in  th
tobacco plantations, When the:
finished there they came bacl
and were recruited bv the
Portuguese again.

So the people there felt op-
pression more than anywner
else. Men could never live wit:
their families, It was something
like slavery,

The result is that the people
are aware that the armed strug-
gle Is the only solution to their
problems. That’s why there
are so many <cases of boys

..and girls of 45 and 16 joining

us. One of the reasons is that
they themselves saw thelr
parents being oppressed, ex-
ploited ~and even killed by the:
Portuguese colonialists,

But in spite of these atroci-
ties we do not retailiate intheir
hrutal manner,

Q—: What about captured
Portuguese soldiers? What iy
your attitude towards them,
and towards white civilians
who live in Mozambique?

A—: When we capture Por.
tuguese soldiers we do not kill
or mistreat them., Our people
know that these men are par.
ticipating in the war because
they were forced to. They are
not  defending their own in.
terests or the interests of the
Portuguese people, but the in-
terests of Portuguese capie
talists and internatfonal ime
perialism,

Then there are the Por-
tuguese soldters who desert to
us. These we constder our
allles, Thelr desertionisanact
of support to our struggle.

And there are whites Lorn in
Mozambique who want to join
our ranks, We do not consider
these as forelgners who support
us, Such a man is one of us
and it is his duty, just as it is-
my duty, to liberate Mozam-
bique.

Our policy regarding civi-
lians is clear, We do not fight
the Portuguese who are in our
country because they are Por-
tuguese., We fight the forces of
colonfal occupation,

This policy is not new. Since
the beginning we have said our
struggle is not against the Por.
tuguese people but agalast Por-
tuguese colonfalism, And now in
Tete one beeins tofeel this more
strongiy. inere are more con-
M ehmedses there because the
‘Bortugliese population is much
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“lngelsdn Tete than in the other™

two provinces where we are
Ligtting, They, have shopsg there
dplantaticns. Theraare trad-
.ebsi Wy, don't y

w them, |

We aftack the ‘éof:ﬁ!m ~war’ |

machine of repreassion,

Ot course, if those people
co-operate with the colonial
authorities against us we
have to take action against

them, We do the same with
M ozambicans,
Sometimes  civillans get

killed when we attack aconvoy.
But we attack these convoys
because In them are troops
and arms, and thesé aren't
carried only in military
vehicles. Civillancars are used
for this purpose t00, 60 1t 1S
impossible to differentiatey to
know which is the milttary car
and which i3 not."That 1s why
civilians sometimes get killed,
But it ‘is not our policy to kill
clvillgns, Our - targets are
military or with a miljtary re-
levance,

Q—: The Portuguese have
been putting hard surfaces on
Toads in Tete to prevent yous
rom laying mines. They even
rought in a new Governor
General who is an expert gn
road building to help. Have
they succeeded In: surfacing
the roads and, if se; have you
devised a way round thls
problem?

tme The former Governor
was also an engineer, He was
brought especially for;Cahgra

"Bisait, becaiise.hh was jone of
_ ita.planpers, . And. ore of his

' yperations.

first statemems when he ar-
rived was that the north was
calling them, because the north
was not developed, had nocom-
munications, roads,

The plan of opening roads
stems from asfar backas 1969,
They hadalready beenallocated
thousands: of pounds just for
building roads from Lourence
Marques up to the Ruvuma
River, and from Beira to the
Zambian border, toenable them
to distribute their forces to
attack our zones,

We don’t control the air and
that is not our concern, We
do control the ground and we
‘are concentrating on conti.
nuing to control it.

The Portuguese have created
a2 myth that road building is
the key to their security, The
last Governor failed {n tnis

task and resigned. The new '

Governor won't succeed efther
because we are now in a better
position than ever to wredk the
plan. Today it s not only our
soldiers who destroy the roads
~ the villagers themselves go

'

‘

out and rio up the sur'fyces')

almost as soon as they ‘dre .
laid.
Q—: You have often said

that the Mozamhican struggle
Is essentially political and that
this must he realised in order
to understand the develop-
ment of Frelimo's military
Does this mean
that you attributé military
success to having the correct
political line?

A—: Yes, For frelimo it is
fundamental to have a national
consciousness and to develop
it Into a revolutionary con-
sciousness that allows for an
understanding of the objectives
of our struggle, the reasons
for our revolution, and an
awareness of who we are fight-

ing, who dre the enemijes, This
‘1'5 ‘tdhe prq[;nnry congcern of eveny
Aeader, of gvery miiitant and

‘mc»qo'v W p:' N, i

e pe rab,- o
£, Our i nn@mm’j o' 48 ridw
better ‘thin gver, K‘pg we'know
that the ‘reason tne struggle ié
successful is that our political
line is correct, the people gre
becoming more and more
aware, mobilised and or-
ganised, That is what makesthe
struggle political, .

Big changes are taking place
in our soclety now, Political
.power s being handed to the
people themselves, the leader.
ship in the liberated areas is
being undertaken by the people
of those areas.

The Portuguese will never be
able to destroy thisnew aware-
ness. In some of those ‘areas
the people h’ave_x_r_ot known op~
pression for seven years, taey
pay no taxes, they don’t haveto
carry the Portuguese boss on
thelr shoulders,., ‘when the
colonjalists went tothe villages
to collect taxes or to arrest
people they were carried by the
Mozambioang themselves. '

The: people havs developed
thelr initiative. They discuss
thelt  problems and find
solutions together.  lhey
discuss ways to combat the
enemy. They participate in the
struggle both in its planning
and {ts {mplementation. They
discuss the kind of lfe ‘they
want to live, '

So we nolonger discuss {f our
struggle will continue, if the
Portuguese will have successes
or not, The struggle is an in-*
tegral part of the people’s lives
and what we discuss with the
people now is how to make our
struggle a real revolution, .

Q- Can you define what you
mean by a lberated area?
The Portuguese sometlmes
take journalists into areas
which you describe as libera.
ted, then say to them: "Look.
there are mo terrorists here.”

A—: You could have visited
pre-independence ‘langanyika
and travelled for miles in the
countryside, where the people
lived, without seeing any sign
of the administrative guthori-
tiesythe Brittsh, This §oeé not:
mean st Tangarepiktu ¥ astnol
dominated .bynthe pedonialists:
the structure . whica ., getey-
mined the lives of the people
and to whichthey were subjeet-
ed was a colonlalist structure.

The form of administratfon
and the form of production
were colonfalist — ari1esting
people for work, for example,
The form of teaching in the
schools, when and where there
was a school somewhere in the
countryside, was a colonialist
form, The curticulum was Bri-
tish —~ about the history of
Britain, the heroism of the
British people. .

So although the British were
not physically present evety-
where, the structure of oppres-
sion made itself felt throughout
the country,

Now, in Mozambique, these
attestations of colonfalism, the
methods of work under the
colonialists, have beenremoved
from large areas of the country.
These we call liberated zones.

The way of productfon s a
popular way, not the colonialist
way, which is characterised by
exploitation. The attitude which
guides everybody's life is now
collective, not individualist,

Problems ‘ are solved collect-
ivaly is and this s something.
neyw, - Y b : ot
. ese liberated zones, be-
cause of the new type of power,
new kind of adininistration, new
way of life, afe the targets of
the enemy. we do not deny
"that these zones are subject to
attacks, but this happens even
in Viétnam and nobodycan deny
that there are large liberated
areas In Vietnam,

And to further claiify the
point, "liberated zones” does
not mean the complete ex-~
pulsion of the physicalpresence
of the colonidlists, There are
still Portuguese there but they
are isolated In a few small
garrisons, The basic question
is: who do the people fo]lgw™
They follow whose watcitword 1.
Is the work they . undertake
clandestine: or open? -In our
zones the“work is open, The-
watchword comes-from the or-
ganisation, That means freedom.
from exploitation, from forced’
labour. That is a Iliberated-
zone,

_ The Portuguese have taken
journalists to Mozambique, We
also take our friends, Each’
one. sees for himself, we take
people from manvcountrtes and
last year journalists and stud-
ents |visited us from as far,
apart ‘as Sweden and Kenya,
Ouyr visftors have*been to Cano_
Delgado, Massa and Tete and

have written about what they'

saw. They have balanced the
picture, It was clear to them
that Frelimo controls these
areas,
Q~: Since thy heginning of
the revolution tn Anegeln the
Portuguese have introduced
“reformy” in all the colonies
in an effort to persuade the
people not to_join- the armed
struggle. Has this caused any
sertous problems for you?

A~—; They do this and thev will
continue to do it hecause it is
the only weapon they have .
dividing the people In order to
dominate them, what they have
introduced is new methads of
corruption, not methods of
changing  the structure of

© soclety. It’s not to better the

lives of the people, it’s the
introduction of corruption.

They cannot change thefr
political line because thevcan.
not stop being colonialists. They
.cannot stop making the people
do forced labour because they
depend on forced labour,

What they do is divide the
people, They give some
economic privileges to a few

Mozambicans, those who have
had some educationand whoare
considered potentially active
political leaders, toinduce them
to defend the colonial system
in order to retain these pri-
vileges.

They announce “"important
changes® like the new “State®

pefidbonmnbiqye; o dryto ereste

L ey N sian-el saiol
4 Jﬁ& QthaY cRImtrIes wu ikt
the Portugliese are taking steps
towards the independence of our
country.

They also try to discredit
the liberation movement —— by
attempting to make the people
believe that we are terrorists,
For example, they massacre
people In a certain place, then
bring people from another zone
and say: "Look, this is what
Frelimo does.”

" Domlingos

. But to answer your question,
these tactics do nbt cause any
-ppoblem. for us, The peaple are
politically aware and conseious;
they hgve lved under Por.
tuguese colonlalism since they
were born; they have ex-
perienced- the oppression, ex-
ploitation and humitiation in
their own flesh; tney cannot be
cheated,

A typical example is that of
Arouca, the only
black M ozambican lawyer, The
Portuguese tried to win him
over by offerng him a uigh
post in the colonlal adminis-
tration, He understood
and refused to be part of the
colonial machine, Today he is
tn jafl.

Manouevres will never suc.
ceed,

Q—: Recently the West
German Government has heen
making moves which suggest
that Chancellor Willy Brandt

Is trying to stop German
weapons gelng to Portugal
for the African wars. Do you

think that Mr. Brandt ' is
making an honest effort”

A—: We cannot see how
this- can be considered other .
than as a manoeuvre, The West
Germas Government is linked
with tNe Yortuguege so m»-h
that i€ eannot stop its supp.
The West Germans nave ad-
visers, they have officers, they
manlfacture weapons in Por-
tugal. It s easier to make
the weapons there thantotrans-
port them from WestGermany.

A few weeks ago the West
German Ambassador in Malgwi
flew to Mozambique to fvisit®
Cahora Bassa,

Do you think this adds up to
an honest effort 7

Q—: What kind of political
structure -is heing bullt in
liherated Mozambiyue? What
kind of society can we expect
to see when the entire country
is free, and would you like
to compare it to any other
country’s system?

A—-: We arefighting against
a specific structure which
exists in Mozambique. It is an
unpopular  structure, whe -~
there {s a privileged cla.
there is an embryonic {nter.
mediate class and there are
those who are really miser-
able; a structure whichensures
that the riches of our country
do not serve the people,

The people who are fighing,
making sacrifices, dying in
the war, destroying the enemy,
Tare doing so to win real free-
dom. *The people will create
a structure that benefits them,
not one that satisfies the selfish
aims of an expluiting minority.

There is no need to draw
comparisons with other coun-
tries.

Q—: How much time do you
spend in Mozamhique, how
much outside in your various
diplomatic activities?

.A~=i. The rule is to spend
most of the time inside be-
cause our external policy is
determined by the sftuation in-
side, The leadership must stay
inside, following the develop-
ment of the situation so as to
be able to formulate tne watch-
word corresponding to the
situation at any given moment.
The exterior plays an impor-
tant part in our struggle and
this why we have to g0



oufside from time to time, to
inform our friends in Africa,
in the socialist countries, the
progressive forces inthe West,
about . the development of the
struggle. But it is not a deci-
sive part and we go abroad
only when necessary.

It’ is fundamental to our
struggle thatthe leadership
and the people participate to-
gether in the work inside, and
through this we know where to
put more emphasis, where to

‘concentrate more effrts at any

specific time. ihis is a rule of
the organisation but it is. not
because it is'a rule that our
leadership undertakes its duties
inside., They understand that it
is necessary to know the tem-
perature inside and that the
people are the thermometer,

Q-—: Are you abhle to operate
politically in the south of
your country, where the armed
struggle has net hegun?

A~—: Yes. We have palitical
cadres over the whole country.
That is why there is a growing
awareness among the people
that enables them to under-
stand the manoeuvres of the
enemy. For example, during
Bapda’s trip, there was a
movement of discontent that ex-
pressed itself in protests. The
colonialists made massarrests
in the whole soutbern region.
The same  happened in June,
1970. This is because of ‘our

presence everywhere.

In the Central Committee
there are members from all
provinces. ki all the different
sectors of activity there are
people from all provinces. This
is the political structure. -

Fighters came from all pro-
vinces, too, and if we donot
yet operate militarily in some
provinces it is mainly due to
geographical problems, But we
will cover the whole country,
Of this we are certain,
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