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year. Briefly, how would 
you delcrlbe the Party's 
presence In the country 
today? 
A;- Ttut Party structuring 
campaign which ended last 
November made it possible to 
create hundreds of cells in 
priority work places and 
residential areas. Tens of 
thousands of new members 
have been admitted. 

Today the Party is present, 
th rough its milita nts, 
throughout the country. The 
Party's leadership. role in 
state and society is thus 
guaranteed. 
Q:- Mozambique has a 
hi'h level of illiteracy. 
What Implication does this 
have l o r  pop ula rising 
Marxist-Leninist concepts 
amon, the large.Jy illiterate 
workerll and peasants? 
A:- The concept behind this 
question is that it (Marxism) 
is a foreign experience. So 
how will they learn it if they 
can't read? But listen - and 
this is the principle point -
Marxism-Leninism is a class 
science. 

Who is it wh o makes 
Marxism? Who makes this 
science after all? Is it the 
scientist closeted with his 
books? 

A science belongs to i1a 
creator. Who is the creator of 
Marxism-Leninism? It is a 
science of class. It belongs to 
its creator - the working 
class. Its creator is the people, 
the people in their centuries
long struggle against the. dif
ferent forms and systems of 
exploitation. Its creator is, 
above all, the working class 
which, because of its specific 
role in society, is capable of 
conceiving of a new society, a 
new type of relations among 
the people. 

Now then, who is the best 
Marxist? III it the person in 
the library reading tom�
or the one doing the job? 
Scientific socialism was not 
for�ed and developed a:mon� ... 
tnese w.. �,spena all et tme 
in libraries and universities. 
That is a lie! It was not the 
agronomists who invented 
geometry; it was the peasants 
..... in the demarcation of their 
land . They invented the 
science right there. 

The Mozambican workers 
have a 10l)g experience of suf
fering and struggle against 
slavery,  feudalism a nd 
capitalism. How do you in
terpret this? Who were the 
people who took power in 
Russia? Were they from the 
University? Who were the 
people who took power in the 
long march in China? Were 
they from the university? 
Q:- But Mr. Presideftt. you 
yourself have said that 
socialism cannot be built 
with an illite rate 
population .... 
A:- That's right. During the 
liter a cy campaign P a rty 
mem bers are the object of a. 
special literacy drive aimed at 
raisi ng thei r  scien tific 
knowledge and conceptions of 
the world. To l;." able to read, 
to have the capability to syn
thesise experiences, to raise 
them to the level of theory. 

There are two things here; 
one is to see where the theory 
comes' from, where the ideas 
come from. They come from 
praxis! Now we want the 
people to 8yn thesise this 
praxis, to have the capacity 
to sy nthesise t h ei r  ex
periences. 

Thus the illiterate peasants 
in Cabo Delgado learned the 
essence of the system of ex
ploitation of man by man that 
the new exploiters of the 
Simango/Lataro group tried 
to introduce in the liberated 
areas . N ow M a rx wen t  
there t o  say: "Look, this i s  ex
ploitation, this is this and this 
is this". They didn't read it in 
any books, but they felt it: 
these new exploiters, let's 
fight them. 

It was these peasants who 
struggled and brought about 
the victory of th e co
operatives over exploitative 
private commerce and the big 
landowners. It wa s the 
peasants! They struggled and 
made People's Power, class 
power, triumph over feudal 
and bourgeois power that the 
new exploiters tried to im
pose. They didn't know where 
the door of the university was. 
They didn't even know the 
w� there. 

The people's liberation war, 
our military science which 
defeated the colonial-fascist 
generals, was drawn up and 
developed by ·our own 
illiterate people. Marxism
Leninism did not appear in 
our country as an imported 
product. Mark this well, we 
want to combat this idea. Is it 
a policy foreign to our coun
try? Is it an imported product 

or merely !.he result of reading 
the classics? No. Our Party is 
not a study group of scientists 
specialising in the reading 
and interpretation of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. 

Our struggle, the class 
struggle of our working 
people, their experiences of 
suffering all enable them to 
assume and internalise !.he 
fundamentals of scientific 
socialism. The same struggle 
contributes' to the continuou s 
development and enrichment 
of Marxism-Leninism, which 
is the common property of all 
exploited peoples and classes. 

In the pro ess of the 
struggle we synthesise our 
experiences and heighten our 
theoretical k.now ledge. It's 
different from first sl-udying 
the theory of how to wage a 
war and then going out to do 
it. We did it and now we syn
thesise. We think that, in the 
final analysis, this has been 
t.he experience of every 
$ocialist revolution. 
Q:- And indeed the largely 
illiterate masses played a 
vital role in the selection 01 
Party members in the 
Party structuring cam
paign .... 
A;- They did. Each can
ctidate for Party membership 
was studied not only by the 
Party structures - each one 
was the subject of broad 
d eba te b y  t h e  ma sses. 
Decisions were made on a 
case-hy�case basis, and today 
the masses feel tha t they have 
in each Party member a truly 
vanguard element. They are 
aware that they can denounce 
those who, by chance, are able 
to infiltrate into the Party or 
who fail to follow the Party 
line. 

The way in which this cam
paign was carried out greatly 
enhanced the Party's preBtige 
among the masses. 
Q:- However other coun
tries buildlnlJ sQcialism 

abuses power by Party 
members. How is Frelimo 
trying to avoid this? 
A:- OW' Party has had a 
great deal of experience with 
errors and abuses that arise 
in the exercise of power. 
During the course of our 
struggle for independence, we 
dev e loped a nd in
stitutionalised certain essen· 
tial mechanisms. Criticism is 
a constant with us, criticism 
in P arty stru ct u res and 
cri ticism by the ma sses. 
Peoplw vigilance is extremely 
important and we continually 
search for ways to increase its 
use. 

The leading bodies are in 
permanent contact with the 
masses and daily receive their 
op inions, . cr iti cis ms, 
suggestions arid proposals. 

..The democra ti c m ass 
organitations are also more 
and more, involved with all 
sectors of the population, in 
their work places and residen
tial neighbourhoods. 

Party militants have the 
right to contact all party 
organs, including the Central 
Committee, and they exercise 
this right. All citizens have 
the equal right to get in touch 
with the state administrative 
organs, including the head of 
State, and they exercise this 
right. Letters to the editor in 
newSpapel'lf and magazines 
are also an important source 
of criticism and, thus, control 
of abuses. 

Cases of Party and State 
leaders who were removed 
from thei r fu ndions and 
pu blicly exposed for 
deviations from the political 
line or for improper conduct 
are well-known. 

In these circumstances, it 
seems to us that we can safely 
say that eventual abuses of 
power that arise will be 
rapidly d et ected and 
punished. 
Q:- In your speech to the 
first Conference-of Mozam
bican Women itl 1973 you 
emphasised .... at without 
women's emancipation the 
revolutio.. could not 
triumph. Althou,h you 
streslled that this would be 
a long a nd di fficult 
stru ggle, h ave women 
mad e substantial g ains 
during these last six. years? 
And what obst ..... .1_ - still 
retard their emancipation? 
A:- At the Second Con
ference of the Mozambican 
Women's Organisation, which 
took place in 1976, we defined 
women's participation in all 
aspects of production as the 
critical element in their eman
cipation. We have pu t this 
i,Lo practice in Cactories 
throughout the country ythere 
women now work side by side 
wit h men. In n orth ern 
Mozam bique, for example, 30 

women have been trained as 
dock workers and are curren
tly employed, if I am not 
mistaken, at the port of 
Pemba. 

In Gaza Province women 
have begun working in cashew 
pfOre!'l!!ing factories doing jobs 

which were previously reser
ved for men. There are also 
large numbers of women em
plo¥ed on new I y for�ed 
agricultural co-operattves 
Ull'''llghouL th country. Thus, 
we are not only liberating 
worn pn fro m  b ei n g  
h ousewive s, bu t w e  a re 
training them in sectors other 
than those in which women 
traditionally worked. 

The principal obstacle to 
the.. emancipation of women is 
men themselves, 

Men still can't accept the 
posRibility that their wives 
might hold positions that are 
more important than theirs. 
When this happens, it creates 
a great conflict within the 
ht)Usehold. Now I ask vou, is 
this a problem of the 'eman
cipation of women or of the 
emancipation of men? 

For example, in Mozam
bique, as in the world in 
general, if a woman is em-' 
ployed and her husband IS 
without a job, he will refuse 
to remain at home and take 
care of the children. Instead, 
he prefers to spend his Lime 
elsewhere. Now, is this a 
problem of women or of men? 

and green vegetables. The 
main orga niza tional a nd 
development measures in this 
sector, such as the installation 
of irrigation systems, produc
tion of see d s  a nd im
provement of seed quality, 
scientific research and so on, 
have been either carried out 
already or are in the process 
of being implemented. 

I industry too the general 
fulfilment of Congress orien
tations is forecast. In the iron 
and steel and hea vy 
engineering industries, the 
glaBs industry, petrole�m 
refining, the chemical 10-
dustry, the textile, clothing, 
footwear and food industries, 
vital reorganisation is under 
way. These selOl-ors suffered 
interruptions in product�on of 
differing severity. in 1975 and 
1976. But the p rocess of 
recuperation which 'began in 
1977 has been consolidated. 
Q:- At the time of in
dependence Mozambique's 
industry was v irtua lly 
paralysed as a result of the 
fligh t of most fo reign 
techn icians and factory 
owners. Since then, how 
has this sector of the 
eco n omy been 
reorganised? 
A:- Industrial production is 
recovering on all fronts. Since 
independence the princi al 
steps include combating the 
sabotage brought to a head by 
capitalism in flight - by the 

President Samora Machel 

Moreover, men have not 
been able to accept the ideas 
that women are their in
tellectual equals. This is a 
serious problem which we 
mus t  over come. In the 
developed cou nt.ries ,  a l' 
women considered the in
tellectual equal!! of men? Of 
course not. They are still con
sidered inferior. Here in 
Mozambique the problem is 
compounded by the contin�ed 
vitality of sexist practtces 
within t h e  "tra d ition al" 
societies and of. illiteracy, 
superstition and the passivity 
of women who continue to ac
cept their inferior status, Ob
viously, we still have many 
obstacles to overcome. 
Q:- Turning to production 
and the economy; the Third 
Congress 01 Frelimo in 
February 1977 established 
production levels in the in
dustrial and agricultural 
sectors to be reached by 
1980. Given the lack 01 
skilled technicians, the 
lack 01 ca pita I an d 
economic sabotage which 
plagued Mozambique im
mediately a ft e r  In
dep endence, are these 
projections likely to be 
achieved? 
A:- The Third Congre�s 
defin ed econ omic 
recupera tion as the im
mediate essential objective. 
"l'utr_, lL +::c�ed produ tion 
targets for 198b to (,Or1'('.Spond 
to the highest levels of 

prl."<Iuction ever reached in 
each sector dnrin g  t h e  
colonial tleriod. 

A t the presen t moment, the 
. prospects of fulfilling these 

objectives are, in general, 
good. 

In the agri.:ultuTat sector 
we expect to exceed in the 
1979-80 season the Congress 
production targets for maize, 
rice, potatoes, cotton, sun
flower seeds, tea, citrus fruits 

settlers who abandoned the 
country - and establishing 
priori ties f o r  indust r ia l  
recovery. W e  have defined 
strategic sectors and set up 
state administrative struc
tures to oversee them, and we 
have set lear objectives for 
production under new socio
economiC'" conditions. 

Thus, for example, we have 
transformed the cement in
dustry into an exporting sec
tor, we have began to produce 
agricultural implements, and 
in the textile, shoe and fur
niture sectors we h ave 
reduced the number of models 
and simplified the production 
process in order to increase 
production and ensure that 
our peop le 's nee d s  a re 
satisfied at prices they can af
ford to pay. 

We have also established 
training programmes at all 
level to improve the skills of 
both the directors and the 
\Vorkers a nd h ave 
progressively introduced' plan
ning and scientific control of 
production in priority sectors. 

The statistics reflect the 
su cceBS to date of our 
economic recovery and in
dustrial reorganisation. From 
1977 to 1978 industrial 
production increased by 20 

.per cent and i n d ustrial  
productivity by 15 per cent, 
and we expect. production this 
year to rise by another 23 per 
cent. 

Worker d irectio n o f  
national industry has also 
began to be felt. Workers par
ticipa te in discussions of the 
purpos es of production, and 
con trol of the resu Its of 
production is increasingly in 
the bands of workers who, 
through their representatives, 
have access to all informacion 
needed to control production. 
The direction of enterprises is 
also being assumed by persons 
of workinR class origin, and 

many directorates already in
clude a reprtlsentative of the 
enterprise's workers. 
Q:- In light of the dif
ficulties a number of coun
tries have faced in their at
tempts to organise com
munal villages and other 
co-operatives on a volun
tary b asis, how has 
Frelimo fared? 
A:- The Party's decision to 
create communal villages and 
co-operatives was received en
thusiastically by the peasants. 
The obvious benefits flowing 
from the establishment of this 
form of collective production 
and t h e  c o n commitant 
elimination of exploitatiOn 
stimulated the. rapid develop
ment of communal villages 
and co-operatives. 

T04ay, there are more than 
1,000 communal villages, with 
more than 1 million residents, 
and over 500 agricultural co
operatives with over 3Q,OOO 
members. 

Because of the success of 
these communal villages and 
co-operatives, many other 
peasants have -taken t h e  
initiative a n d  orga nised 
collective production units. 
Take the case of cotton, whose 
pro d u ction during the 
colonial period was based on 
forced labour, leaving deep 
scars on the peasants sub
jected to it. Today, it is com
mon for peasants to join 

. together and crea te cotton
producing co-operatives. 

The co llelJtivisa ti o n  of 
production gradually leads to 
collectivisation of other ac-' 
tivities as well. Thus, con
sumer and marketing co
operatives have been created, 
there is collective construction 
of houses, and we are begin
ning to collectively resolve 
problems of hea.lth a nd 
education. 

The communal villages are 
centres of collective produc
tion and centres of political, 
Kocisl an d cuI al life, which . . e 
urbamse a s

'
omtwr 

rural area . In sum, the com
munal villages are essentially 
centres of organised life, 
collective life. 

Naturally, the existing co
operatives have encountered 

various problems --material 
problems. For example, we 
need to develop techniques to 
permit us. to make the most of 
our natural resources, such as 
the construction of small 
dikes and dams to control the 
course of rivers and use them 
for irrigation. There are still 
problems in d evelo p in g  
t.echniques t o  fight against 
natura l ca la mities, like 
floods, droughts, hailstorms 
and insect plagues, whose ef
fects we can protect against or 
even wipe ou t. 
Q:- What abou t the role of 
the state larming lIector? 
A:- Development is 
proceeding qu ickly. We 
already have 130,000 hectares 
producing cotton, rice, maize. 
potatoes, peanuts and alfalfa 
under the control of state 
firms. 

The state farms are centres 
for thl: diffusion of advanced 
techniques of use to the co
operatives - the best seed for 
each kind of soil, the most ad
vanced cultivating techniques, 
the highest quality fertilizer. 
They are also centres of scien
tific-technical training for 
peasant co-operative mem
bers, centres of high produc
tivity and high revenue. 
Q:- What is the role 01 
private capital, both local 
and international, in the 
industrial, agricultural, 

and commercial sectors 01 
the People's RepubUc of 
Mozambique? 
A:- In industry, agriculture 
and trade the private sector 
plays an important social 
role. Private sector activity, 
however, must serve the in
terests of the national 
economy, in that private en
trepreneurs must. use their 
means of production in ac
cordance with the objectives 
fixed by the state and in line 
with the goa Is of the Na tiona I 
Plan. 

W Ii; believe tha t there is a 
place in 'du r economic 
development� effort for the 
participation of other coun
tries, of international firms 
and of foreign capital in 
general. as long as !.heir a�
tivity fits within our eConomic 
policy objectives, is in con
formity with the principles 
and priorities of our develop
ment plans and adds to !.he 
value of our human and 
material resources. 

Our state has enacted 
legis�ation to govern the 
minimum conditions for set

ting up new businesses and 
rlefining their rights and 
obligations. When an en-

• 

11m 
terprise is established, it 
receives a statute wh ich 
outlines the firm's lifetime, 
the rules governing export of 
profits and techni ca l 
assistance transfers, its in. 
tegration into the national 
plan, al1d other conditions 
which permit the profitability 
of the project, thus benefiting 
both the investor and the 
People's Republic of Mozam
bique. 

At the beginning of any 
project, the parties agree upon 
cond itions that make it 
possible for the Mozambican 
state to acqu ire, after a 
specified period, the foreign 
share in the business. 
Q - In spite of the unem
ployment problem, there 
does not seen to be a great 
deal of crime in Maputo, 
mOlt policemen are unar
med, and people freely 
walk the streets at night. 
How do you account for 
this, and will it last? 
A - One of the fundamental 
characteristics of a social 
society is the establishment of 
co-operation and brotherhood 
among men where man stops 
preying upon other men. The 
struggle against the causes of 
crime - the social situations 
that produce crime - is an in
tegral part of the struggle to 
build a socialist socrety. 

During the war, we prac
tically eliminated crime in the 
liberated zones. At the same 
time, it constantly increased 

'in the regions occupied by 
enemy, especially in the large 
cities and areas controlled by 
the fascist colonial army. The 
unemployment, the idleness 
which was forced on the 
people in the concentration 
camps called "protected 
villages", the systematic con- . 
tempt for women, the in
difference to elements of 
colonial policy which en
couraged crime. 

At our moment of victory, 
there were in our country 
thousands of prostitu tes and 
drug addicts, drug trafficking 
and gambling networks, gangs 
of professional thieves. These 
networks had many links with 
the colonial police, especially 
the politi cal police, a nd 
funct.ioned as informers for 
b Western SeeT�1 semfi!J: 

Our struggle against crime 
has three components - the 
politica l struggle, t h e  
economic and social struggle, 
and administrative measures . 
Its objective, rather than 
punishing the delinquent, is to 
reform him and, above all, to 
wipe out the causes of his 
delinquency. 

Soon after victory, during 
the transitional government, 
we launched wide-scale cam
paigns to organise and involve 
the people in the struggle 
again'lt crime. The newly for
med Dynamising Grou ps 
played a fundamental role in 
those campaigns. 

Simultaneously, we took 
administrative steps to close 
estab lishmen ts wh ere 
criminals and delinquen ts 
tended to congrega te and 
opened re-education centres 
for prostitutes, drug addicts, 
petty criminals, pimps and 
drug dealers. From the begin
ning, most of the gang leaders 
changed their nationality and 
left the ountry. 

In the re-education centres 
delinquents learn professions 
and develop good work habilS. 
Already many thousands have 
been reformed a nd rei n
tegraLed int o society. 

StatisLics from the capital 
demonstrate the kinds of 
results we hav.e alrea dy 
achieved. They aTe especially 
significant because, III one 
time, the capi�al was the 
major centre of crime in the 
country. Before independence 
about 1,500 homicides were 
committed each year. 

In 1977 there were 171 
homicides, and in 1978 there 
were 83, of which only two in
volved robberies. The rest 
were crimes of passion, crimes 
motivated by superslitions, or 
quarrels pro voked b y  
drunkenness. From 1977 to 
1978 corporal offenses drop
ped from 329 to 234 for all of 
Maputo Province. Thefts have 
also declined considerably, 
from almost 5,000 inciden IS in 
1977 in the city of Mapu to to 
about 4,000 for the whole 
province in 1978. 

For creat ion of many new 
jobs through the development 
of suburban farming zones 
around the major cilies and 
increased indUSI rialisation, 
the improve m en t of th e 
general level of educa lion and 
cui ture, the gr owing social 
pressure agaiost drunkenness, 
the increasing respunsibility 
felt by citizens tow ard I heir 
sociel v, 1 he reSlfUI:L uri ng of 
the pc�ll('e fun�es and their im
proved relations with the 
ma.ses, and lhl! de\'elopmelll 
of vigilance groups an' all 
fundamental fatlors whkh 
permit u to be oplimisLic lhat 
crime in our society will be 
virtually eliminated. in the 
relatively near future. 


