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I I I I I I ( ;RAN ' l 'S  (usua l l . \ '  f t ' om
f o r n r e r  c o l o n  i a l  t e r r i t o r i c s  )
n r a d e  u p  o n e  i n  . s e v e n
manua l  u 'o rke l ' s  fo r  Eu l ' ope ' . s
i n r l u s t l i a l i s c d  e c o n o m i e s  l n
t h e  s e v e n t i c s .  I n  t h c  S o u t h
A f l i c a n  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r ) '  u n t i l
r eccn t i . r ' ,  f o re ign  m ig ran t
u  o l k c l s  \ \ ' c r e  n o t  o n e  i n
s e v L ' n  b u t  t h r e e  i n  f o u r .

R u t h  l ' i r ' . s t ' s  s e n s i t i v e  a n d
s c h o l a r l , v  s t u d l ' , '  u n d e r t a k e n
u  i t h  l ' esL 'a rch t l s  l  rom t i i e
( ' c n t r e  o f  A l r r c a n  S t r r d i e s  a t
t l r t '  l , t l ua t ' do  I l on r l l ane
l r n i v e r ' . s i t r , ,  i V I a p u t o .  s c t s  l l t e
r r  c , t ' k  i n  t l t t '  con t r ' x t  o f  t he
i n l e r n a t i o n a l  m i g r a t i o n  o f
Ja  bou  r .

T h e  p h c n o n t e n o n  s h e  i . s
e x l l l a i n i n g  w a s  n c \ ' o l '  t e n t -
po ra ry  l l u t  a  l r c t ' n tancn t
nccc : : i t - v .  t s - f t ' i t an  t ; i i g t ' an ts
f ro rn  Mozaml ; i c tu r r  \ l c re  the
s n i n c  o f  t h e  u ' o r k f o r c c :  a t  t h e
tu rn  o f  the  c t ' n tu ry ' ,  60  Per
c c n t  o f  t h e  m i n e r s  w c r e  b l a c k
I l o z a m i l i c a n s .  T h e  m l n e s
cou ld  no t  have  been  u 'o rked
r v i t h o u t  t h e m .  S i n c e  t h e n .  t h e
p c r c c n t a g e  o f  E a s t  A f r i c a n
nr ig i ' an t . s  has  fa l l en  tbu t  the ) '
s t i l l  n r a k e  u p  m o r e  t h a n  a
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t o t a l  m i g r a n t
Ia l l ou r  fo rce .
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c le  o f  the s-vs tem but  an ana-
l ) ,s is  o f  i t .  The anal ,vs is
concent ra tes on the cnntenr-
p0rar ] '  impact  o f  Mozambi-
que ' .s  f low of  labour  to  South
Afr ica and the consequence
of  the repeated labour
exodus for  peasant  econo-
m i e s

The  emphas i s  i s  on  t l t e
immediatc ' ,  a l though the
his tor ica l  t 'oots  o f  immigra-
t ion for  wag$ is  far  f  rom
igno red .  A  s tudy  o f -h i s to r y
i s  seen  b1 ' l - i r s t  as  pa r t  o f
t he  t ask  o f  deco lon i s i ng  t he
l r .g ion,  f  o l  a f  tc ' r  a  centur l i
o f  migranc] ' ,  thc  rura l  econo-
m ies  have  dcvc lopcd  a  depcn -
d e n c l ' o n  m i g r a n t  l a b o u r  i n
a \vay that  the s1 's tem has
become economica l ly  se l f -
reproduc in  g .

' I 'he to ta l  imPact  o f  co lon ia l
penet ra t ion is  par t  o f  the
Centre 's  larger  s tu t i l ' .  The
assass inat ion o f  Ruth F i t 's t  -
b . r  a  le t ter  bomb.  th is  t ime
last  y 'ear  -  rv i l l  undoubted l l '
de lay that  pro ject ,  but  in  the
rvords -  o f  Aquino de Bra-
ganza,  d i rector  o f  the Cent r t ' ,
"  a  s i ng le  bomb  canno t
des t l oy  t he  bas i s  o f  Ru t l t

J i i r s t ' s  u 'o rk  i n  t r ' I oza rnh ic lua
n o r . s i l e n c e  h e r  i d e a s .  l ' h e
r v o l k  s h e  h e g a n  a s  a . l o u r n a -
l i s t  i n  S o u t h  A f  r i c a  a n d
u ,h ieh  she  pu rsued  rv i th  t l i e
r v o r k  o [  J ] l a : k  G o l d . r v i l l  c o n .
t i n u e  i n  M o . : a m b i q u e  " .

I n  B l a c k  G o l d ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e
f a m i l i a r ,  s c t ' u l l u l o r - r s  p r e s e n t a -
t i o n  o f  d a t a  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o
s t r u c t u r e  a n d  p r o c e s s  -  b r r t
m o r L .  t h a n  i n  h e r  e a r l i e r
u , ( r r k . s ,  no tab l l '  Sou th  \ \ ; es t
A f  r i r : a  (  196 i  )  ;  

' l ' he  l l a r re l  o f
a  ( i r t n :  t l t e  p o l i t i t ' s  u f  C o r r J - r
D ' H t a t  i n  . A l ' r i c a  ( 1 9 7 2 )  a r r d
O l i v e  S c i r t ' c  . n t ' r  (  u  r t h  A n n
S c o t t ,  i n  1 9  i 0  )  .

1 ' l u ' o t r , q h  r i ' o r k  s i r n t . .  i n t e r -
I i t ' r v s .  - s c r t t l i n l  o l '  t ' o n t r a t ' t s
a n d  t r r t i c l r r e  o r a l  l u s t o l i , . s  o f
n r i n e r . s .  t h c  c h a r a c t e l  o f  t l r e
wor l . : f o rce  i s  ca r t ' 1u l l . v  po r -
t r a l ' e t l ,  a s  i , ,  t h e  d r a i n i n g  o f
s k i l l . - s  f r o m  ) l o z a r n b i q r r e  a n d
the  d i . s to r t i r . rn  o f  t he  ru ra l
econom_v .

1 ' l i e  con t r : i i t ous  s t r t ' an i  a f
p e a - s a n t  l a b o u r  i o  S o u t h
A f r i c a  h a s  l e l t  i t s  m a r k  o n
i n d e p e n d e n t  I l o z a n t b i q u e .
P e a s a n t  e c o n o m i e . s  h a v e  b e e n
dcs t roycd  r i ' l t h  the  poor .  and
t o  a  l e s s e r  t x t e n t  t h e  m i d d l e
peasan ts ,  t he  mos t  . se r ious lv
a f  f  e c t c d .  ' l ' h i s  e m c r g c s  i n  t h e
m o s t  i n n o v a t i v e  o f  F  i t ' s t ' s
s tud . r - .  r vhc re  the  sc r i i , r  d i i -
f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r r ' -
s i d e  i s  d i s c u s s , : d  a r r c l
i l l r r s t t ' ; i cd  th : ' ough  1S  ' ' a i re
.s tu r l i es  o f  l l ozamb ican  Dea-
s a n t  h o u - s e h o l d e r s .

W h i l e  t h e  m i d d l e  p e a - s a n t s
were  ab le  i ; : l ' t e r  a  pe r iod  o f
m i n c  u ' o r k )  t o  s u s i a i n  a  c c r -
ta  i n  l evc ' l  o f  ag r i cu l tu re .
the  ag ra r ian  base  o f  the  poor
peasan t ry  r vas  too  dep le ted  to
a l l o r v  e v e n  a  m o d i c u m  o f
h c a l t h v  s u b s i s t e n c e .  C o n s e -
q u e n t l v  t h e l '  b e c a m e  l o c k e d
in to  a  c1 ' ' : i e  o f  con t rac ' t
l abour  f l om,  r v l r i cn  the l '  cou ld
never  n , i t hc [  a rv .

The  succ inc t  l i na l  r . l r a r r te r
( W o r k e r : ;  o r  l l e a s a n t s ? )
explains hr-r rv I t t ine \ , ' ,  i l : ( 's
unc le r r ' r ' r o te  t i r c  pcasar r t
c ( ' r l nom) ' ;  anc l  l ro i l '  t i r c  i ) {  a .
s a n t  e c c n o m v  l t a s  i n  t u r n  p r o -
d r rcec l  succc .ss i \ , e  gene t ' a t i o ; t s
o f  r l o rkcL -p i :asan t : ;  r vho  i i t e
ne i t l r c r  r v l ro l l l '  scpara i t ' r t
f t ' o m  t h e  s o i l  n ( r r  i n l l c p c n -
d e n t  r n d i v i d u a l  p l o d u c c r s .

A  reso t t r ce  ce rz t re  i n  l t o t t -
ou r  o f  Ru th  F ' i r s t  has  bcan
createcl  to sert ice ancl  s l l t ) .
po r t  t he  s tudg  o f  L t i s lo r i i ,
econotnics and socio lo i j i j  , t l
S o u t h e r n  A i r i c a .  T h e  t : c n l r e
rc i l l  proaide study granls arrr l ,
I t tnd research as uel l  us t tu l . .
I i s l r  s r r i l n l r l t  p ro j cc l s .
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