
Puttins the
blaffib Stfus

ECENT irtcidents in aCjoining states eorrld
I l, eause serious repercu$sions inside and
outside their own borders. This country cannot
aftbrd to ignore the faet that it is with these
states that it must one day find an aceord, or
feee a future of cscalating hostility,

This week a letter boinU kilted Professor
Rutlt First - ANC executive, narned com,Inu-
nist and proponFqt of violence - rn her unrver-
sity offiee in Maputo, An lmr.e,Jiate response
was to blame South Africa. Last week a bomb
blasted a train in northern lvl,rzambique, kill-
ing 1{. Official "credit" was elaimed by the
Mozambique Resistance Movernent, which the
Mrzambique Government insists is backed by
Sor,rth Afriea,

F'rom Lesotho, in the wake of the killing of a
Cablnet Mlnister by the ui:derground l.esotho
Liberation Army, comes the oft.repeated
eherge that $outh Africa is p"oviding assis-
tance to. the rebels. The Primu Minister of
Zimbabwe, Mr Robert Mugabe, has r, equently
elaimed that $outh African agents are trying
to desLabilise his ccuntry. 

-i'/hen 
miliiary

planes were blown up on an airfielcl sevcral
rveeks ago there were rlark suggestions of
South African involvrnrent.

Offrcial Angolan sources regulariy proelaim
aggressio! by South African rroops acrosis the
border. Almost as l'ei{ularly, thesc claim.,i are
cursorily disrnissed. ftcgrcttabl5', sometines
they have turned ou'i to he corre-et.

lVe undcr r;tand that it coukJ be politicslh'
expedient for neighbouring statc.s to try to ptir
thc blame for msny il ls upon South Ai'rica. Ii. is
an easy way out. More than ever, then, r[
emphasises the need for constant public cotn.
mitmcnt to the otficial polir:y of non-inter', 'en-
tion in the intcrnat aflarrs rlf other states. ' l 'his
policy is *- and eh,ravs has been -- an adrrira-
ble one. It is tf,e onlv onc tltat can be cc::,.si!r-
tentlv defentled in rh'e international arenl.

tlnfortunatell ', we have to faee the far:t that
il l-eonsidered acliors arrd responses .iome-
t imes darnag'- t  r ) i t "  "r ' tq l i [ ; r i l i t .V. 'P'rr  instanCi l .
the appai l in I  nr i l i t r rv  r r ; l r r  i i r  lasL ] ' ( )ur ' ' s  i l i -
tempted $eychelloii (:ot. lp , l id inrrnense harrn
because i t  i t t t , i ' ;nn'  spr: :c l r lat icn ,r i l r r l , t t  hou'  ler j . .
ous eould he t l r t :  5: t i l tc. l  of  r l { ) rr" in i r : rvt l i t t iot t  j r
Senior tn i l i lar , t '  nt t tn t l t t t t , lght i t  L ' r ; i r i r l  | ' i r  t ' r1.
panrled 1..r "t ' tr l trarte n.rrris;! in[,] i l t  ; i  fr 'r] ' l . ir){ ' i)
r e ' o lu t i on .

The t,r'rnptation to engage in destabrilisation
taetics rnay be strong for some. e;pecially
where neighbouring states harbour known en-
ernles. This simply rneans, however, that the
Government has got to work twice as hard at
proelaiming its official pdlicy *- anrl be trebly
vigilant in seeing that it is carried out,


