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Anvone  who  knew her  mus t  i nev i tab ly  th ink  o f

the  au tho r  and  he r  assass ina t ion  wh i le  read ing

and  assess ing  th i s  pos thumous ly  pub l i shed  tex t .

But  equal ly  anyone q 'ho knew her would also be

aware that  the t r ibute she would value mosr

wou ld  be  a  c lea r -headed ,  unsen t imen ta l  e r ra lua -

t ion of  the work i tsel f  .

One might  perhaps be excused one word

before at tempt ing that ,  for  th is last  of  her books,

a  s tudy  o f  the  f l ow  o f  m ig ran t  l ; rbour  to  the

mines  o f  Sou th  A f r i ca  and  the  impac t  on  the

source areas in southern Mozambique, deserves

to be s i tuated br ief ly  in re lat ion to her l i fe 's

work .  The  sub iec t  n ra t te r  and  the  approach ,

based on many anr i  extensive interv ien's wi th

returned nr iners and wi th che peasantry at  large,

are very much in the mainstream of  the concerns

of  socio logical  f ie ldn'ork.  This careful ly  craf ted

inves t iga t ion  marks  ve t  ano the r  s t r i ng  to  a

remarkab ly  w ide - rang ing  opus  o f  n 'o rk ,  wh ich

had  ea r l i e r  i nc luded  b iog raphy  ( . , f  O l i ve

Sche ine r ) .  a  mas te r l v  po l i t i ca l  anah 's i s  o f  t he

mi l i t a ry  rn  A f r i can  po l i t i cs ,  a  po l i t i ca l  economv
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o f  L ibya ,  an  expos6  o f  mu l t i na t iona l  i nves rmen t
in  Sou th  A  f  r i ca ,  and  a  rncmorab le  p r i son
memoi r . 'Ye r  a t  t he  same t ime  i t  was  a  measure  o f
the consi .stencv of  the commitment.s of  a var ied
pro fe .s .s iona l  I i f e  a .s  academic ,  ac t i v i s t ,  q ' r i re r - ,  a
re tu rn  to  he r  concern .s  o f  t he  l95Os .  rhe
pene t ra t ;ng  iou rna l i s t i c  i nves t iga t ions  in to  the
exp lo i ta t i on  o f  b lack  Iabour .

Part  I  of  the book of fers a h istory of  the
migrat ion -  the extent  and di rect ion of  the f lows
and the mechanisms of  recrui tment -  but  in the
course of  i t  shows hoq'  th is parrern became a
centra l  e lement in the socio-pol i t ical  s t ructures

of  Southern Afr ica:  in the formal  agreenrenrs
between South Afr ica and the colonia l  s tate in

Mozamb ique ,  and  in  the  who le  wa t 'o f  l i f e  o f  t he
people of  i ts  southern di .s t r icr .s.  Thtrs migrant
Iabour  i s  exp la ined  no t  as  an  ac t  o f  w i l l  by  a  hos t
of  migrant  workers,  rather 'e ight  decades of  the
svstem of  migrant  labour have made i t  a
structural  neces.s i ty  for  rural  producers l iv ing
under  co lon ia l i sm '  (pp .  3 -4 ) .

The second part  then focu.se.s on the miners as
a work force.  The study shon's that  migrarron
was not  ju.st  undertaken b1'  thc few nor q 'as i r  a
mat te r  o f  go ing  to ' Jon i ' ( Johannesburg )  once  o r
twice to get  a stake,  for  marr iage pal 'menr
( lobola) ,  to bu1'  a house,  p iece of  equipment or
f ie ld.  The facts n 'ere that  there tvas 'hardlv a man
of n 'ork ing age who had never worked a mine
con t rac t '  (p .  183) ;  t ha t  th i s  had  been  go ing  on
for  a century -  the invest igators inten' iewed
returned miners r" 'ho were the grandson.s of
migrants;  that  mo.st  men worked se"eral ,  long
contracts -  'only '  about one quertcr  of  t l re tota l
labotrr force intervien'ed had spent /ess than l07n
o f  the i r  ac t i ve  work ing  l i f e  i n  the  m ines ' .
Detai led ca.se histor ies v iv id ly Lrr ing out  u 'har i t
means to work nineteen contract .s of  a year to

vear and a hal f  over a for t l 'year per iod,  to l i r .e
twenty to a room in a dormitory where the l ighr .s
are on al l  the t ime. These graphic stor ie.s are
given factual  depth by detai led I is ts of  the wages

of the contracts,  the savings brought home each
t ime  and  whar  they  wen t  on .  And  q 'ha t  such
q'ork h istor ies meant ar  the level  of  cul ture and
consc iousness  i s  imag ina t i ve l y  i l l us t ra red  by
in te r rw in ing  r ro rk  songs ,  recn r i tmen t  songs  and
t h e  w i d o w s ' l a m e n t s  ( c o l l e c t e d  b v  A l p h e t r s

l \ {e  nghaz i )  i n to  t l re  tex t .

R r r t  t h e  p a t t c r n  h a s  c h ; r n g , ' r l  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t
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improved conc l i t i< tns  a t t r i  t * 'age .  t 'o r t l t l  he  e .

j o v e d  f o r  l o n g  t h e  n r i n i n g  h , t r r . e .  s h i f t e r l  r h l r

recr t l i tment  po l rc ies .  in  p ta r t  i11  '6 'sponse to  i l re
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u s e  o f  f o r e i g n  I a b o u r .  
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peasantry not only lost the best land but some of
them were incorporated as a resident serf
population in a system of latifundario. The
peasants of other areas were also subject to
forced labour - chibalo - which was enforced by
the state to provide internal  labour,  even more

badly paid and harshly t reated rhan mine labour.
Chibalo is viewed systemically, its avoidance

being one of  the most ef fect ive recrui t ing
mechanisms for  the mines.  But  rhe penetrat ion
of  the commodiry economy into the southern
provinces took a third form in the inter-war
per iod wi th the introduct ion of  enforced peasant
cropping of  minimum acreages of  cot ton and
r ice.  The mining absences were not  only the
most extensive form of enforced labour exporr

but  the length of  the conrract ,  up to 18 months,
meant absences for  the whole of  the agr icul tural

cycle.  So,  depr ived of  labour and land,  the
agr icul tural  economy was impover ished -  but ,
as area case studies show. in a manner that
differed widely depending on an area's ferti l iry,
number of  set t lers,  proximiry to the recrui t ing
centres and to markers.

The book also points to migrat ion 's con-
tradictory impact  on agr icul ture in that  i r  was,
for the fortunate few in recent years especially,
a means of  some l imi ted accumulat ion -  of
p loughs,  grain mi l ls  and other farm equipment
as wel l  as houses and shops.  The analysis a lso
qual i f ies the s impl is t ic  p icture of  general
impover ishment by ident i fy ing a strat i f icat ion

of the peasantry, largely as a result of differential

access to th is k ind of  accumulat ion through

migrancy,  into middle and poor peasanrs.

This structural independence of migrancy and
peasant agriculrure has had profound con-

seqt lences in the post- lndependence per iod
when the openings in mining have been cunai led

but also the exodus of the Portuguese has

drast ical ly  reduced employment in set t ler
agr icul ture and in the towns.  This is  one of  the
policy issues with which the final part of the
book seeks to deal - how to respond to an
inher i ted s i tuat ion where more Mozambicans
are employed outside the country - in South

Afr ica and Zimbabwe -  than inside,  making i t

doubly d i f f icul t  to come up wi th an al ternat ive

to migrancy.  But  th is p lanning problem is seen
by the study as re lated wi th the analyt ical  issue

of def in ing the socia l  character  of  the migrants.

In the f inal  sect ion,  Ruth First  explored what i t

means to character ize the miners as a c lass of
'worker-peasants ' ,  who'exchange their  labour

poq'er for n'ages', indeed cannot 'reproducc

their  households and their  agr icul tural  p lots

wi thout  spel ls  of  wage work ' ,  have been 
'pan of

a concentrated labour force,  subiect  to industr ia l

work disc ip l ine,  exerc is ing work ski l ls ,  ac-

quir ing labour uni ty and organizat ion ' ,  yet  have

sr; l l  exper ienced only 'an incomplete and

impermanent proletar ianizat ion '  s t i l l  embedded

in a peasant product ion,  which in turn 
' is

subordinated to and shaped by the dominant

capi ta l is t  mode of  product ion ' ,  and wi th 'a

peasant differentiation berween a middle and a

poor peasantry ' .  An insight fu l  analysis of  a

complex social category that can only be

reduced to a s imple c lass ident i ty  by planners,

academics or  pol i t ic ians at  their  per i l .

The book accompl ishes i ts  descr ipt ive tasks

wel l  on the whole,  wi th only minor instances of

uncharacter is t ic  lack of  c lar i ry -  perhaps the

f inal  edi t ing of  the text  had not  been done before

she died? The conceptual izat ion is  sui tably

nuanced. The f inal  at tempt to explore al ternat ive

[utures is  necessar i ly  br ief ,  though there are

some te l l ing points made about how to go about

forming agr icul tural  co-operat ives on a volun-

tary self-reliant basis that need to be taken

on board by Mozambique. One wonders too

whether a more f lex ib le strategy al lowing a

cont inuat ion in a d i f ferent  form of  migrant

labour would not  make sense rather than to pose

che stark a l ternat ive of  re integrat ion of  th is work

force into agriculture or as part of industrializa-

t ion? But a l l  in  a l l  the work is  an epi taph any

scholar  could be proud of .
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