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THE l \ IURDI ' :R bv parcc l .
l ;omb in  [ lozambique of  Rutn
I. ' rrst,  one of apartheid's f f iost
energet ic  opponents  , {nd a
leading member  nr lnhe A; ' i -
can National Cotgress, is oi ' ie
qrore sign ot {outh Afr ica'$
ereeping ! ntervention intd
erery onrv of the black.rrr led
s:i:iir rtS olr its borders. It
co lncs ten days af  ter  the
assass ina t i on  o f  a  Cab ine t
nr in is ter  in  Lesotho,  and
whi le  u  mass ive f  orce of
South Afr ican ground troops
remains dcep ins ide Southern
Angola.

In  Z imbabwe the ev idence
(.. i '  l inks be',ween South
' \ f i l ca  and whr t t '  members o f
I ; in  Smi th 's  iormer  secur i ty
farces,  who have e i ther  emi-
grated to  the Republ ic  or  re-
main in offfrce, has been
mount ing - in  Ju ly  1981 Joe
Gqabi .  t l re  ANC representa-
t ive in I{aiare, was shot out-
s ide h is  suburban house.
Short ly afterwards the pol ice
inspector  who was a l legedly
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c a s e
absconded to  South Af  r ica.
S ince  t hen  t he  Z imbabwean
Pr ime Min is ter ,  Mr  NIugabe,
has accused Pretor ia  o f
master-minding a series of
cxp los ions at  Inkoma bar-
racl<.s north of Sal isbury.

The oppor tun i ty  fbr  South

Stegle.

Af r iean dirty tr icks against
i ts  ne ighbours  is  in lmense.
Young,  weak.  impover ishcd
countr ies struggl ing up from
the legacy of colonial ism, in
many cases st i l l  scarred by
the war  for  independence,  re-
l iant for economie survtval
and transport on the imperial
ra i l  and road l inks which go
through the Republ ic ,  are  no
match for  the mi l i ta ry '  and
economic giant to the r iouth.
In  each o f  thern there are
d iss ident  groups ava i lab le  to
be bought and manipulateC
by Pretor ia ,  In ternat iopa l ly ,
South AI ' r ica  has a rc la t ive ly
clear run. I f  the West has
done l i t t le  to  rest ra in  South
Afr ica 's  repeated invas ions of
Angola  ( the b iggest  com-
bined operatlon by South
Af r ican f orces since the
Sccond Wor ld  War ,  as  Pre-
tor ia  announced af ter  "  Opera-
t ion Protea "  las t  year) , ,  how
much is  i t  go ing to  do when
another lethal parcel is des-
patched to  Maputo, ,  Lusaka,
or Gaberone ?

The South Af r ican cam-
paign of  destab i l isa t ion has
been incrcas ing inexorab ly
since the ffrst bombing out-
side the country in Botswana
in 1974,  when Abraham Ti ro ,
the former  permanent  secre-
tary of the South Af r ican

Students' Organisation. \tras
ki l led. No longer is i t  elmed
at individusl South African
opponents of apartheid" For-
eign politicians have also
been targets. Nor is it con-
flned to assasslnation. The
attacks have increased in
number, scale and frequency.

They have become more
audacious and distant. The
ANC office in London was
bombed earl ier this year.
Last November the South
Af r icans were involved in
the attempted coup in the
Seychelles, three thousand
miles from South Afr ica. On
the mil i tary side, South
Africa has moved from hit-
and-run raids across th e
border to large-scale inva-
sions by conventional forces.
Now, as in southern Angloa
and south-western Zambia, i t
seems set on the more or
less permanent occupation of
bufter zones.

In Apri l  the Botswana
President Dr Quett Masire
aceused South Afr ica of try-
ing to turn his eountry by re-
peated border violat ions into
" a n o t h e r  L e b a n o n . "  I n
Angola and Mozanrbique i t  is
helping to arm and supply
d iss ident  groups who are
sabotaging roads, rai lways,
pipel ines and bridges. In

Zimbabse thc time cannot be
far distant, i f  i t  has not
already arr ived, when South
Africa will be supporting re-
bels within Joshua Nkorno's
minority ZAPU party.

South Africa's destabilisa-
t ion campaign is only one
facet in a strategy which is
primari ly designed to trans-
form Sout,hern Africa into an
East-West battleground. In
the first instance it is meant
to warn i ts neighbours that
South Africa is strong
enough to go i t  alone in de-
fending the economie and
poli t ical status quo in the
Republ ic .  But  Pretor ia
would much prefer to trans-
f orm the West's de facto
acquiescence in agrtheid
(shown by i ts consistdht fai l '
ure to take strong action
against i t)  into a system of
overt strategic guarantees.

Pretoria has already won
the Reagan Administrat ion's
agreement to a change in the
long -d rawnou t  N  a  m  i  b i an
negot ia t ions.  In  s t  e  a  d  o f
focussing on the detai ls of a
United Nations - suPervised
ceasefire and elect ions, they
now centre on the search for
a parallel withdraval of
Cuban troops from Angola
and South African troops
from It lamibig. Such a deal

would put the United States
on South Afr ica's side as
guarantors against any re-
introduction of Cuban forces,
i f  UNITA, the Angolan dissi-
dent group wtuich South
Africa supports, were to step
up its activities.

In Mozambique a similar
South Afr ican strategY of
del iberately provoking Soviet
and Cuban involvement is at
an earl ier stage. Murders of
ANC activists and the econ'
omic destabi l isat ion of the
country have several aims.
One is to int imidate the
M o z a m b i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t
from taking a rnilitant anti'
South African line, or force
it to divert resources to in-
ternal defence. Another is to
foment economic hardshiP
and then pol i t ical discontent
with the hope of changing
the regime. But i f  al l  that
fai ls, there is the chance that
the Government mey be
eneouraged to cal l  on Soviet
assist ance as the MPLA
forces did in Angola in 1975.
Then,  as in  Angola ,  Pretor ia
wil l  turn to the West for the
st ra teg ic  he lp  which i t  has
long coveted.
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