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thco ry  i s  no t  a  separa tc  ac t i v i t y ,  bu t  one
tha t  can  come g r l y  f rom p rac t i ca l  resca rch .

The stress on immediacy and audiencc
grew out  of  lv ' ls  Fi rst 's  near ly 20 years as a
jou rna l i s t  and  cd i to r  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca .  fhc
Ccn l re  o f t cn  f c l t  morc  l i ke  a  ncwspaper
than  an  academic  depar tmen t .  f )nc  re -
sca rchc r  ca l l ed  i t  ' a  g roup .  o f  ve ry  good
Marx i s t  academics  dnven  on  by  an  cxce l -
l en t  i nvcs t iga t i ve . j ou rna l i s t ' .  [ - i ke  a  g t l rd
ed i to r ,  she  b rokc  research  resu l t s  i n to  a
var iety of  reports ta i lorcd to the nceds of
those  who  used  thc  i n fo rmat ion .  Shc  kep t
g luc  and  a  l a rgd  pa i r  o f  sc i sso rs  to  cu t  and
paste draf ts she thought too long.  Re-
searchers  q t  the  Cen t re  say  they  p roduced
reports to deadl ines thcy never thought
poss ib le ,  bu t  tha t  Ru th  never  a l l owed
second-rate work despi te the urSency.

' fh is 
k ind of  research is  only possib le

bccause a socia l is t  t ransi t ion is  under way,
and involves quest ions that  a commit ted
socia l  sc ience can confront .  In th is,  thc
Ccn t re ' s  work  has  no t  bcen  easy .  F rom the
stsr t ,  i t  had to f ight  the fascist  Pr>rtuguese
tradi t ion of  socia l  s i : ience as rote and
dogma, not  analysis.  Moreover socia l is t
t ransi t ion impl ics c lass struggle,  which is
r e f l c c t c d  i n  c h o i c e s  o f  d c v e l o p m e n t
stratcgy and tact ics.  Ms First  becanre part
of  that  s i ruggle,  and of ten voiced strong
c r i t i c i sms .  Her  comments ,  fo r  examp le ,  on
agr icul tural  mechanisat ion wcre not  a lways
wel l  r .eccived.  But  they were always l is-
t cned  to .  As  she  had  been  fo r  so  long  in  the
ANC and  Sou t l t  A f r i can  Commun is t  Par t y ,

trtz

snc was I i l l lnral|r  tnsrd€I, Sp€lnng a tan-
guagc people undcrstood.

Because thc Centrc puts i ts research into
the broadcr context of a move toward
social ism, i ts reports are never consultants'
cookbooks intended to solve problems sim-
ply. But Frel imo has set especial ly hard
challenges. For example, the tea industry is
known for i ts cxploitat ion of rvorkers. Fre-
l imo bcl ieves i t  can producc tea and earn
foreign exchange but end the exploitat ion.
The Centre's researchers spent a month
l iving in 

'vi l lages 
on tea plantarions,

careful ly studying thc reiat ionship of rhe
p€asants to the lca estates and to their own
farms. Thc colonial cstate3 depended on a
huge pool of scasonal pickers, who could
bc paid staryation wages because their
fanrilics produccd food. The first step in
changing this must be a move toward a
permanent workforce. Instead of being iso-
lated frool each other through the constant
turnovcr, thc pcrmanent workers could
gain skills and lay thc foundation for
worker control. And any move to a permal
ncnt workforce, thc Ccntre found, musl be
linkcd to thc formation of agricultural co.
opcrativcs.

Thc tea study, and all others, are not
donc just by a few researchers. They
involve dl thc students in a year-long dc-
velopment course, which is thc othcr focus
of thc Ccntre's work. Although they are
doing a post-graduate level course, the stu-
dents usually havc no more than secondary
schooling. They arc nominated by Frelimo,
ministries, and thc army, and include high
officials aod even Central Commiltge
memben. Thcy continue half timc in their
normal jobs and half timc in the Ccntre.

The coursc is not to train researchers,
but to train to think concrgtply the pcoplc
a c t u a l l y , c r c a t i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o
socialism. The annual rcsearch project
comes at the middle of the course, and the
whole second half of the year is spent
bui lding on that to understand more deeply
the problems facing Mozambique.

Frelimo has always seen Mozambique's
development as.being inextr icably l inked
to the libcratiori of the entire region. It has
supportid the ANC and the Zimbabwe
liberation movcments at considerable im-
mediatc cost to itsclf. Thc Centrc has becn
part of that rcgional pcrspective. Its first
study was of migrant minen returned from
South Africa. This led to a confcrencc in
Lusrl:a of , labour exporting countries,
which tried to draw up a migrant workcrs'
chart:r. Rutb First w4s a kcy figure at that,
confcrcnce, which drcw to hcr the renewed
calumny of the South African prcss. The
Centre also appticd its Marxist analysis to
South Africa and the region as a whole,
and its studies helped to inform Frelimo
policy.

Ruth Fint came to Mozambique by
choic.c, and made'it the focus of her work.
She saw that it is still an open question
whcthcr Mozambique can make the transi-
tion to socialisrn. Shc worked for that
transformation. because she saw thc vic-
tory of socialisrn in Mozambiquc as crucial
for thc developmcnt of social ism In South
Africa. Clearly the apartheid regime
agrces, which is why i t  has srepped up
attacks on Mozambiquc, and why i t  ki l led
Ruth F in t ,  O

Now Sta te tmrn  27  Auguet  1882

had tq' $dtH ffiuth First
Was Ruth First murdeied because of
her posi t ion in the Afr ican Nat ional
Congress? J0SEPH HANL0N, in
Maputo, argues that South Afr ica fel l
equal ly threatened by her other work

UMhy South AfrEca

r lF l re murder of  Ruth First  in lv laputo

I  l as t  week  i s  a  ha rsh  rcm inder  tha t  the
5  apar the id  reg ime  cons ide rs  i n te l l ec -

tua ls  as  l eg i t ima te  ta rgc ts .  Mos t  B r i t i sh
academics would f ind i t  hard to bel ieve
they  cou ld  eve r  do  any th ing  impor tan t
enough  to  be  k i l l cd  fo r .  Thus  many  mus t
accep t  the  exp lana t ion  o f  the  DBC Johan-
ncsburg  co r responden t  tha t  Ru th  was
k i l l ed  bccause  she  had  been  he lp ing  to
d i rec t  A f r i can  Na t iona l  Congress  (ANC)
act ions insidc South Afr ica.

But the South Afr icans had of ten made
i t  c lea r  tha t  they  f c l t  equa l l y  th rea tcned  by
what Ms [ j i rs t  was real ly  doing.  The Botha
government  says  i t  mus t  respond  to  a  ' t o ta l

onslaught '  of  mi l i tary;  economic,  pol i t ical ,
and idcological  act ion.  As one of  the re-
g ion ' s  mos t  p rominen t  i n te l l ec tua ls ,  Ru th
p layed  a  key  ro le  i n  o rgan is ing  and  en -
couraging a cr . l -ordinatcd rcsponse by the
ma jon ty - ru led  s ta tes  o f  the  rcg ion .

Ruth was Research Dircctor  of  the
Centre for  Afncan Studies of  Eduardo
Mond lane  Un ive rs i t y .  She  was  k i l l ed  i n  he r
of f ice by a let ter  bomb just  three days af tcr
the  end  o f  a  UNESCO sponsored  con fe r -
ence  a t  the  Ce  n t re  had  b rough t  togc thc r
progressive rcsearchers f rom the region.
The bomb serves as a c lear warning to
thosc  who  a t tended  tha t  i f  t he i r  work  i s
e f  fec t i v ' e ,  t hey  too  u i t l  be  ta rge ts .

ln her four y 'ears in Mozanibique,  Ruth
First  d id what most  academics on the lef t
only drcarn of :  she created a centre of
act ivrst  rcsearch help ing to t ransfornt  a
soc ie ty .  ' l n  the  con te r t  o f  Mozamb ique , '
shc * ' rote recent ly ,  'socia l  research ntust
p lay  an  immed ia tc  and  ac t i ve  rg le  i n  the
process of socialist transformation. 

-fhere

is of ten too l i t t le  t ime for  cxtended study,
for  decis ions must be laken i rnmediatc ly.
When one wr i tes up research tesul ts,  one
a t tends  no t  to  the  la tes t  s ta te  o f  t heore t i ca l
deba te  on  the  i sue ,  bu t  ra the r  to  the  lan -
guage and erpectat ions of  thc pcople
work ing  lo  imp lemcn t  the  F rc l imo  l i ne  in
conc re les i tua t ions . '  .

Rescarch is  only done on topics which
the Ccntrc fecls nced studyir tg,  and wherc
a govcrnmcnt minis(ry or  agency actual ly
wants to know thc ansr ler  and is  prcpared
to c<,rmmission the study.  Nothing is  done
fo r ' acadcnr i c  i r t t e rcs t ' ;  I n te rna t iona l  aca -
dcmic  j ou rna ls  a re  ncVer  e  ta rge t  o f  t hc
Ccn t rc ' s  research .  Bu t  i t  c t i l i  d rawr  on  re -
cen t  deve lop rnen ts  i n  N{ r rx i r t  t heo ry .  In -
decd ,  i t  a rgues  tha t  thc  dcve lop rnsn t  o f


