
'tlonesty and Clear Analysis'
The racialist South African state coniinues on its
wcll-tried way: propaganda and terror. Nlr Steyn
(lcttcrs Aug l6) attempts to convince us of the'undeniable spirit of reforrn and rcncwal in South
Alr icr today';  on August l7 Ruih l iu 'st is rnurder-
cd by South Afr ican agents. Many ol '  us know
rvhich speaks more realistically of South Africa.'llosc 

of us who were privileged to study under
and work u'ith Ruth will carry on the struggle until
victory is achieved. During her 1.ears as lcctuer at
Durhanr University, many students witnesscd hr".r
dedication, dctcrmination and bri l l iancc. Always
she strclve for trulh, honesty, anJ clear anal l 's is.
l}cre arc not rnany people wlro could surpass hcr:
in tiresc qualities. I was fortunate to hrve been a re-
scurch stt ident undcr her supervision. Shc was a
very denranding and e\autrng supervisor and | , ,

bcncfi tr , .d geatly fronr hcr attcntion-cvcn though
I  d id  not  upprcc ia tc  i t  a t  the t in rc .  |  [1rpc t l ra l  rny
lifc crn hc cven mru'ginally as dcdicatcd to ihe
strugle ft-rr lieedonr and .justice. Iier rnurcier has
shockcd and dispiritcd us but the South Africans
must krrow t l iat they can never ext inggish what she
ptood for. The African Nar:onal Cr:ngress wiii
continurr its strugglc
Guardian (UK) (Letter NC Josephs ) 2l.Y.8Z

ln common with so rnany others who knew arid
u'orked with her fur thr-r stlugEle againsi apdt-
heid, I  was deeply shockcd and ange;rr l  ai  the
murder of Ruth First.  ' lhe 

uctic of the lerter
bomb is one u'hich Sorrth Africa;"r agcncics hal,e
used boforel I recal only ioo clearly lhe oi',r seni
to me at my Put;rey homc in Junc 1972 *,hich,
fortunately had a slight te;hrjcal iault and was
eventual ly def 'useti .  Others have bcen lcss lucky,
Ruth rvas somconc with that r;r.re ability to com-
bine relevant academis work $'lth activism. She
commanded respcct throughout the ahti-apart-
heid movement. not least with younger, radical
eicments for whom she was always. an inspir-
ation and to wholn she showed suclr sensitive
sympathy. Let her tragic death sert,e as a
warning to those who imagine South Africa has
titodcrated or apartlreid's hifsqu?iJs hdVe rbirea:ed.

Guard ian ( t tK)  (Let ter  Petc . r  I la in)  2 l .8 .82


