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Ruth First—SA

@+ gets the blame

MAPUTD. - <" The:
banned - African Nat-
ional Congress has

blamed  South. Africa
for the killing here on
Tuesda; of Miss Ruth

Fivst, a leading m:mber
of the ANC.

“The AN, In & state-
ment ‘released on Wed-
nesday, acctused South
Africa of resorting to
naked_terrorism in an
attempt to destroy. the
organisation, and vow-.

ed to avenge the killing i

‘of the anti- -apartheid
campaxgnet

Ihe statement said

Miss . First’s death

‘would act as an igspira~*

t'on in the AMNC's fight
to> overthrow the SA
Covernment. Miss First
(59),
. South. Africa and was
livicg in Mozambique,
died when- a parcel
bomb exploded in her
office at the Eduardo
Mandhlane Ugiversity

Cen’re for African Stu-.
dies, where she was di- -

ractor of research.

Three people irjured
in the explosion are still
' iy hospital. .

Miss First was mar-

ried to Mr Joe Sovlo, &

who .fled from-

hardline Marxist re-
garded as the ANUC's
leading ideologist.-

-".Some sources at the:

centre said the parcel
boémb which killed Miss
First came from' the
United States,’
others said it was post-
ed in Mozamblque

_Mr  Aquino dé Bra-
ganca, the centre’s di-

rector and a close advis--
.Mozambique

er to .
President Samora Ma-
chel, had received an
envelcpe identical’ to

. that sent to Miss First,

but.

 attended -
Sot th: African acader”

the sources said. e
opened it-without {nci-
dent only seconds be-
fore the explosion. in
which he was also in-

jured el
The Mozambiq\xe .
dews ' agency AIM

quoted centre sources
as saying they believed
the bomb arrived last
weec and was intended
for a UN conference on
social science, then m
sessmn

The conference was
by -~ exiled

ics and representatives

from- Africa’ Birtié
and the United States..

— Sapa-Reatar.



