
Ruth First respected as avyriter
JO SHALLIS, Johannesburg

T O  m e n y r h r  w a r  t h e  l n t e l l e c .
turl power behind the' Sout'c AJri'
crn l iberatlon movement *! to
others Ruth Firut, who t+as kil led
when a letter bonrb exploded in
Maputo , .was  jus t  a  no tor ious  com.
muni-t, just JoF Sioi,r^r wife.

But the attractlve dark.hnired
womsn wil, fespected lnternatlo.
nally f ls f l wr' lter of rere perception.
Her books - including an examina.
tion of apartheid "The Barrel of a
9un," are, l lke thelr author, banned
in the Republlc,

$he was also ona of the first
people detained under locsl security
legis lat ion.

Professor First (50) we$ arres,
ted for hlgh t reason, together wi th
over 100 other South Africans, irr
Dbeember l9D6 though tire charge
agairrst her was dropped irr lgSg

after the withdrawel of the faulty
indictrnent.

In 1062, whi le Transvaal  ecl i tor
of .New .{Be, whlch was srrbsequ-
cnt ly banned and also of  the ban.
necl  mngazine Spark,  she was re.
r ,4r ictecl .  unde/ the Suppiession of
Conrurunlsm Ae.t ,  to 

- the 
nigrs.

tcrial area of Jotrannesbur.g foij ive
yoars.

- She had just returned from
S o u t h  W e s t  A t r l - c a ,  c o l l e c t i n g
mater ia l  for  r  book i t re wrs wr i i ing,
qnd o11 her arrlvat at ,Ian Srirr ts
Airpor: t ,  her luggage was searched
tr l ' .  the pol ice and her documents
and notes were confiscated,

In l0SB she wa.r arrested by
$ecqfl!.v Police in the main l iail of
the'  Wits Universi fy t ibrai i .  

-Si ,e-w.s

e}eckirtg librury referencl cards at
t h e  t i m e .
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. She was subsequen,tty detslned,
without being brought 6 tiiai; 

-foi

It7. days. Her classle story of
solitary confinement ,,lIZ Days,,'
.was written shortly after her 

- 
re.

lease.
After eervlng g0 dsys she was

released. 0nce outsldd Marshall
Square police station she wfls re.
arrested,

!ipecial permission attached io
a {0ff.3 banning order on Ruth Firstanu ner nus,band ,Joe Slovo, waf,granted so that they would be able
to converFe.

Latar in the year she was
refused perrnission 

- 
to spenrl a

Christmas hol iday In the Cipe wlth
two of her three .voultH children.

She left South Africa on fl one,
way.exlt  permlt in Mareh l$164.

In 1964 she was doported from
Kenya. She had been 

'in 
tvairbiri,

workjng with Kentr,an pollt ician
Oginga Odinga, on i  Uoot i  on i r is
pol i t ical  career,

In 106$ her c ister. in.hw Clar jce
l ' i f  l t ,  \ r 'as rc leascd by Seeur l l .v
Po l ice  and r r in ru l te r ren i rs t ; -v - -Ht r th
l ' i rsf 's  brother,  Ronnie l ' i is t ,  wes
detai t ted t rnder the l8O.da.y la,v.

I {e u 'as f l rst  detained in tgf i f .
Tirc i r  father,  Jul ius F' i rst ,  a wel l .
known Johannesburg furni ture

. nanufacturer. had ,re'portedl.r. f lcd
tho eountry whi le his two cl i i ldr ;n
were. hcing detained,

He was al leged by pol ice to he
the "No t  conrmrr.r t is t  i reasrrrer in
Sottth Af rica," His mtrther. l lrs
Mat l lda Fir .qt ,  a lso Ief t  South Afr ica
0n a one'wa.v pcrmit.

Ruth l ' ir.st was re.united u ith
her husband Jotr Slovo In Londorr in
l9M after he fled the countrl '  t lre
previous yeer.


