the political philosophy

of eduardo mondlane

As antiecoloniel movements swept across Africa in the 19605, Eduardo
Chivambo Mondlane organized the resistance .teo Portugal's presence in
Hozarbigues, londlanets orgenizing abillity and.-leadership talent were
nztched by his distinctive revolutionary thought. From 1962 to 1969, his.
armed. resistance. novensnt: proved - to:be-one of the most succeesful in all
of soubthern Africa, -because he provided it -with e tough philosophipal
underpinning based .on.his. experiences as a student on three continents
and. £8 research officer for the United Natlions, but most importantly
because. he - -shaped hls revolutionary ideology to conform .to the present
ceixlitles and. alstorisal evolution: of: -Mozambigque. -

A.Méﬁdlﬂne*s response-to his insurgent heritage first appeared after
rs. zscured &-schoiarenip.in. 1948 thab enebled him to-register in South’
Lewtzats-Mitvwetersrand University. At-the end of hls seocond year in
%ok9, Mcndlane wes diamiesed from the university for belng a  *forelgn
netives" . AfCer this n&:began»foﬂdisplay those qualities that were to
zhepe Xis 1ife &nd the future of MNozambiqus. DBack in Lourenco Harques,
re rnelped orgenize an associatlon.of. Hozambican students (Néﬁleo dos
Extudsntes de Mo?ambiqua) that resulted in & confrontatlion with the:
autheritics. To cure kis Yembryonic spirit of black natlonalism" the
Portuguese coloniasl goverament alleowed him-to-continue his education in
Portugal,

A% the University of Lisbon (1950~51) he began & new phase in his
vist career, While cencertratlng Yon -talking at closed meetlings of
students, -faeulty mezmbers;-and--soxe more-l:iberal- Portuguese, -éescribing-
Portuguese colonlal policieaz; - -Mondlane--asseclated -with-African students-
frox. the- texriteries, some:--6f whon -becane future natienallet leaders.,

'Snbject to official harassment far his activities, Mondlane de=-
eidedﬁtouccntlnue~his:étudleéi1#-the-United.Stabes, graduating frox
.Oberlin:in~1953 with a . B.ld.-and earning a.Ph.D. at. Northwestern Unl-



versity. After -an-acadermie- year.-(1956~57)--spent in-research-at Harvard,
he mccepted a-posltion-at-the-United Nations. |
Mondlane- entered. a.seecond phase-ef activity by-serwing as a researeh
cPlicer frenm May 1957 -to-September 1961. The-heady alr eof nationallsn
that aviept fric& during the-firuies and early sixties -proved 1nfeetious
‘bor Hondlanas, who had.long reallzed the part ke should play-in the -inde=
pexdencs &f Mczembiquse. ArxepuznntoyMozambique~wlth his-American wilfe,
Jermat; 4n: 1051 with U.N..-passporbs.convinced Mondlane -that the'colonlal
weles - .eould  ouly-be- ended -with:teusl- independence- and that-he must

ﬁ

rlay a. predomixant role- La-the-dzive -fox selﬁarula»

© Xy

Eig wislt. to-Mezamhlque -caused a. significant change in Hondlane's
Judgzent. - He-new-bslieved. shat-the -time was-at-hand~for -an lndependence
msTenmcat in Mozambique. - The--suocesses -of nabional- strugglee elsewhere
in Lfriecs and- the popular -reception he-recelvred -in-his-own eountry
Srrengitnened - this--rescintlion. Te disenzage -himselfl from U.N. cCom=
cltients, - Mendlans btoek anlasslstant prolessorshlp-at Syracuse Uniw

:v“ay; It besane appavent ai this paintd that a single, unified party

-,
v

=

o the flxzs chep. teraxd dodepsndsncs,

By. the 1960s Mozambican nationalists, long retarded by colonial
rule, orgenized -a nuaber of small, qf;en exilad,fgroups. The evolution
of Mozamblcaﬁ-national parties;-thouéhvmeageerf comparison with many
African states, represented a growing nationali-consciousness. Reslstance
to. Portuguese . conquest existed almost from tﬁe beginning, and character-
ized. an-early form of nationalisme In the twentieth century nationalism
bscame rocted An the pattern of continued: Mozamblican resistance by -
African newspaper wrihers;~atziiing~doekers; and -angry laborers who, ‘&8
recorded by African nationallsts, on. some occaslions paid for their. c¢ppo=-
sit&on&gith thelir livesa The 10208 saw politically interested
Mozamblcans form reglonals -linguistic, civic and mutual aid organi-

zations, which ameng others included Centro Associativc dos Negros de

Mccambique, Associa;ao Afrleana¢ and Inatituto Negrofilo. Even though



tre concept of‘nabionalism~evolvéd~£romnseveral:sourees, none of these
Ercups developedplnto-&mnational“part34»wBather~Mezambican~nationalists~
ezteblished & number of organizations in-neigliboring countries beyond
Portuguese conbrel. - - -

.The £irst éarty was the Unifo Democrética Naclonal de MOfambique
(UDENAMO) formed by Mezambican' workers in Southern Rhodesla oﬁ
October.2, 1960. A combination of several small groups organized the ..
seccnd nationalist movement, the-Mo%ambique African National Unilon
(MANU), in Mombasza, Kenya in .February 196l. It received support fron
similﬁr African unions in Tanganyika (TANU) and Kenya (KANU). A third\
party, Unigo Africena de Mocambique Independente (UNAMI), was €8~
tablished in Nyasalsnd. (Malawi). During 1961, all three parties moved
to Dar ez Salaam where they recelved strong pressure to merge from

other Mozembican refugees and from such African state leaders as

Kwame Nikrumah of Ghana, and Julius Nyerere of Tanzania.

Meanwhile, Mondlane watched.excitedly the developments in
Dar es Salaan, -Bealizing .that..the newly granted Tanganyikan inde-
pendence~would provide ‘him with a base for future operations, he entered
the most active phase of his.revolutionary career. He flew to
Der es Salaam to.assisti 1in .the formation of a united front. On June 25,
1961 UDENAMO, MANU and UNAMI merged forming the Frente de Libertaggb'de
Mogamhique~(FBELIMO) wlth Mondlane as president. A party congress -
drafted a program in September. -Then two years .of politiecal- oerganizing
and. military preparation preceded guerrilla warfare, .

From .the beginning, personel and .ldeological rivalries burgeoned
arnd led to the establishment of-competing movements. By - 1965 -several
of these groups formod the-Comibé.Revolucionérlo.de-Mogambique (CORENMO)
under the leadership.ofuPaulo‘José<Gum&ne; Desplite th&-rorﬁation of
rival groups, Mondlane+s FRELIMO not only continued its-preparation for
gusrrilla war but i1ts growth and .success sBurpassed other resistance

zovements south of the equators™



On Septemberi254-1964, FRELIMO launched 1its attack against milltary
posts - in the Cabo Delgado district of Mozambique. Later the struggle
wa3 extended to Zambéila.and»NLgssa,-and.rinally-to the Tete résion in
1968-.£0 disrups .the Cabora. Bagsa Dam project along the Zambezl River.
Bafore the -death of -its first leadexr, FRELINO laid claim to substantial
chunks of Mozambique territory and.its population. So striking wgs
its progress that FRELIMO held, with advanced publiocity, 1ts sepond
party Congress within Niassa province of. northern Mozambique in

July. 1.9680

MONDLANE'!'S REVOLUTIONARY TEOUGHT

What wes the revclutionary thought behind this transformative
echievement? What, indeed, enabled Mondlane?s FRELIMO not only to
cepture wide swaths of territory but also to win the allegiance and
suppert of large numbers of Mozambicans within and without their
homelend? | -

An ezplanation lies in éhe“historioal context of Mozambique,
especlally in relation to other Portugues» and non..Portuguese {errie
torles in Africa, and Ehe revolutionary thought of Mondlane. Explole
tation, raclel discrimination and Antolerance of indigenous custems
cheracterized Portugusse rule of Mozambique since the ‘beginning of
the sixteenth century. Fdr Afriocans, 1ntefnai'énd 1niefn€tiohal
opposition brought paper reforms with little alleviation of their
piigh%. While other African coclonles moved toward'politioal inde=-
pendende, Mozampique, Angola, and Guineas=Blssau wore oonsidered
integral partsuof.metfopoiltan Portugal after 1951. The African
response to increased Portuguese control alternated between epolderlns
regentrent and. opan warfare, though apathy and outright ecocommodation
fer survival were not unknown., " |

Bevoluticnary leader, pollitical activist, guerrilla organizer,

Eduerdo Monclane wWas also. a-man of .significant revolutionary idess.



Beczuse of the historical experlence of Hozambique, Mondlane's
paliticel thought was channeled towerd four goals: formatlion of &
Political movemsnt capable of military conflicty independence from
Portugal; fostering national conscliousness among Mozambloanss and thes

restruciuring of saclety to insure trus equallty with an end to

eXploitetion,

He  defined the %rirst condition for success" to be the bullding of
& political and military movement capable of regailning power for the
Mozambican peéple. With this. in. mind Mondlane, who had been assoclated
with -UDENAIO, worked.for unification of the three principle groups in
Dar es Salsan, Once attained in the formation of FRELIMO, the party
concluded that an armed struggle would. be necessary to obtaln inde-~
pendence from Portugal. The conflicts raging in Angola and Gulnea-Bissau
end' the -savage treatment reportedly. meted out to Mozambican demonstrators,
such as those at Mueda.in 1960, convinced FRELIMO's first president of
the-futlllity of peaceful meanss In fact, early attempts at negotiations
with Portugal through the United Natlonsc falled to receivs a response.

As a consequence, FRELIMO felt itself forced to engage in guerrilla
warfare for the Mozamblcan people. Mondlane belisved that the reason
for the #racliel soclo=econcmic strue%pre typifying the Portuguese
colonial soclety of today' resulted from the "fact that African psople
rzve 1ost their political power from the very beginning of thgir
relaticns with the Portuguese.' . Without political power they lost
corrbrol of -"their land.. . o [and] .natural resources, the means of

preduction, and the right to buy and sell the frults of thelr iabouro"le

Mondlane put little hope in a clear-cut military
victory, but held that .the military cests to Portugal would ferce her
to negotiate with FRELINMO.

Negatiaticns entalled Che recognitlion of Mozambigue's inde-
rendeneewwhlis second goal. Before many of his plans for restructuring

scciety could be fully .implemented, selfwdetermination for Mozambigue



had to be attained., Ee promised no guick victery: ‘'llberation from

Portuguese rule may take msny years and many lives.,” =~ Desplte the

+

-ohstacles, lMondlane remained ccniident thet the populations are
nobilised. And where there lies a popular war, peoples victory is
certaln. History testifles it.' Foreign support to Portugal,
itself an underdeveloped naticn, lncreased the odds agalnst which
FRELIMO fought. This collusion of nations, mainly South Africa and‘
Western powers, that alded the Portuguese war efforts in Mozambique
sither uiilaterzlly or through NATO, helpel radicalize Xondlana's
sdeeas ﬁoward imperialism and made him identify his ceuse with inde~
pendence-mevements around the .world. By filghting against Portuguese
colon¢alism “the Mozambican people will be givlng a sreat historical
contribution to the total liberty of Sur conuinent and to the Progress
cf Africa and .of the world." -

As & third goal for FRELIMO Mcndlane stressed its role in fusing
ths wvarlious ethnic-and regional elements of Mozamblque lnto a unified
end .politically consclous nation able to determine 1ts own fate.
Allhough seldom mentioning ethnic divisicns in hls speeches or'wriﬁlpgs,
he Judged-the colonlal-suthorities réesponsible for promoting these
splits to fracture-the-resistance movement, He maintained that ethnic -
Givisicns were: often- the-result of the- Portuguese whose fcolonlallism,
Zoreover, was -to pervent all traditional power astructures, encouraging
or creating authoritarian and elitist-elements.® These ""elltist
elements! in order-to maintalin their. privileged position in the.
colonial hierarchy have a vested interest in perpetuating colonial rule
axd. furthering dlvlisions between members of their own ethnic. group and
FRELIMO,

Aware of the danger of ethnic divisions during the struggle and
after.independence, Mondlane aspired to make FRELIMO a truly national
party, and used .it and -the guerrilla force to weld the disparate
Pecples together. Mondlane came from the Tsonga people of southern

Mozambique, but .the-recrultment.of guerrillas took place by necessity



in the rorth among the Makonge -and Nyanje. The rellance on these
peoples, who straddle the borders of Mozambique and her northern
reighbors, sparked hostility with groups to the south, partloularlf
Lhe ‘Makua, who have been longtime enemies of the Makonde. The de-
pendence on .certain ethnic groups for the bulk of guerrillaS~d1d not
impede the universality of .the leadership, which remained ethnlically
balanzed., - Through the example set by the party and army, &8 well a8
political educatlion, Mondlans envisioned a united Mozamblque.

. The fourth.-and perhaps most sweeping goal Mondlane charged
FRELIMO with concerned the-pol;tical, social and econonic recon=-

sruestien of Mozambidue. “"The struggleffor'independence conatitutes

ta

cnly one phese of our revolutlion, To Mondlane liberation con-
ziated of more than '"merely driv}ng out the Portuguese authority;"
trus liberatlior required. ficonstructing a new country." The presl=
dernt of FRELIMO envisioned a Vsoclety directed toward economlc
pregress, where all Mozamblcans will have the same rights, where the™
power will belong to the peopls." In the era of post-independence
Mondlane advocated strong central planning to develop Mozambique and
to prevent the concentration af wealth by .privileged groups.
FRZLIKO's role, as planned. by Mondléne0 was to act as a 'gulde to the
pecple to end the exploitation of man by man," Therefore, he pro-
posed a radical departure fram those traditional political structures

bazed on  the absolute power aof a. few, and fror the colonial strueturd

beeed on the power and privilege of Europeans.
THE APPLICATION OF THEQORY

When the Portuguese evacuated large areas in northern Mozambique,
Mondlane partislly carried out nls political, administrative, and social
goals. FRELIMO filled the voild left by Portugal's retreating militéfy
and administrative-forces. Mondlane stressed, however, that FRELIMO?s



nelisical structare wes not.a "dictatorshlp of the party, " because
“there 18 no deep distinction between party and population: the party
ts the population engaged in politigél action.,” =~ To him a one pérty
democracy, particularly.one reéembling,Tanzgn;gts-TANU, was the politi-
cel system that best suited the needs and aspirations of th§ people.
Both in. theory and practice -the party remalined open to the ghole
population, "with the majority belng, as 1s the majority of the popu-
latlion, peesants.!

The organlzational pattern of FRELIMO resembled other single
party structures. At the lowesti.level the local committee, or cell,
ezecuted .. the tasks-of the party. Next up the organizational ladder,'
the District Committee comprised.ssveral cells, and these distriot
units in turn were incorporated into- the Provinoial Committees, whioh
vere directly btelow the Central Committee. The second party Congress
in July 1968 expanded- the-membership of - the Central Committee from
twenty=four to about forty tc provide positions of responsibility for
younger nenmbers-and -particularly:for .those within Mozambique, but the
Congress restricted 1ts function to the leglslative. The Executive
Ccmmittee;-a type of politburowwcomposed of the President, Vice-

Pregsident and secretarles of departments performed executive duties.

This body, along with the political and military committees, dealt with
urgentc problems between meetings of the Central Committee., The Central
Coxmittee. also included departments of administration, external affairs,
Tinance, soclal affairs, education, and information and propaganda.

The organiczation of cells.varied from reglon to region to allow
for maximum adaptability to local conditions. To insure positive -and
unchecked participation by the people, the Central Committee provided
that "people's management committees" should whenever possible super-
vise the "general tasks" of life in FRELIMO zones, In actuality
FRELIMO leadership exercised tight control during the periods of

stress, Fearing the development of an "internale-external® feud like



trhat which hampered the Algerlan Revolution, the Central Committee
requlired party leaders outside Mozambique to make frequent.visits into
PRELIMO controiled territory. Mondlane theorlzed that only by 1nsur1n3
c-c3e contact between leaders and people- -and their active partlcipatlon
.in leesdership coul d a people“s revolutlon succeed., The party was to
structure the peopleta actlians, not to dictate them,

Mondlane exerted his authority as presldent of FRELIMO,'but the
parcy reflected hls bellief in '"collectlve leadership." Deleéation of
authority was as much a part of Mondlane's revolutionary methcods as-
“he necessity imposed by guerrilla warfare. - The assassination of
FRELIMO lesders, such &8 ‘the July 1966 murder of Jaime Siguske in
Zzmble, impressed party offlclals with the danger of a small
hierarchy. Within the Central Committee the procedurs of democratic
cencralisn was used to declde .policy. This allowed every member of
tae Centrel Committee to express hls viewpoint before a vote, after

which members steadfastly adhered to the decision of the majority &s

certy peilcy. Department heads and provinclal secretaries shared in

zgking declslions and in publicizing FRELIMO's cause around the world.
Ncotices, resolutions, articles.and editorisls in various FRELIMO

ublications were -almost always signed by the Centrsl Committee, not
Mordlane. He entrusted Samora Machel with the discharge of military
m2tters, and often Vice~President Uria Simango represented FRELIMO
&broads, fforts to extend participation in policy meking to lower
levels of the party often foundered on the lack of sufficient trained
menbexs, The concept of collective leadership, however restricied
by circumstances, enabled FRELIMO to persevere even after Mondlane's
death, |

In the economic sphere, Mondlane envisioned a socliety without

explo*tavion where all Mozambicans would share equally. Within
*nsurgent zones, FRELIMO began to.implement-its plans by providing

for the inhabitants. This new responsibllity demanded the increase



end diversification of agriculture to supply food, raw materialg for
soap end fabrics, and ltems for trede. To accomplish this both durlng
the struggle and after independence, Mondlane not only advocated the
rganization of cooperatives, but also encouraged the working of indle-
1dual shambas, or plots, .for.profit of the farmer. Cooperatives
directed by local party 1eaderé'replaced“the chief as the organizer qf
economic life and "2t the same tlime puts~ah end to the exploitaticn of
the peasantry Sy eny privileged group." In addition, the party
supplied essential tools l}ke hoes, pangas, and technical advice when=-
ever avellable. Mondiane pushed to increase production of baslc
focodstuffs for home consumption, and to export such products as ground=
nuts, ceshews, seasame and castor oil seeds to earn funds to buy items
unobtainable. in Mozambique. FRELIMO backed cottage industries and

traditiohal‘crafts such as wood carving. as another source of export

prefit and for household needs. For the future Mondlane planned
tecknical studies that would improve ylelds and introduce new precducts
such as rubber. Setbacks and slow-progress resulted from the lack of
technical expertise-and -material aid, including basic tools. Never-
theless, FRELIMO marnaged to export large quantities of nuts and seeds

enabling 1t to finance, wlithout a total reliance on outside aid,

guerrills operations while .furthering educational-and~soéial
PTrCETa&mS e -
E@ucation.occupled a high position on Mondlane's 1ist of priori-
ties, In fact,-the first party Congress in September 1962 planned
en sducaticn prograr, while at the szme time consldering military
rreperaticon, Because the.Portuguese educatlional system for Africans
vas woefully. unsatlisfactory, Mondlane gave immedlate attention to 1¢,
Be stresced ¢the need of education for two reasons: the developrent
Gf-pcl;tical-axarenQSSgaméng Afnican~people—to¥gain thelr supports

and -the preparation of--qualified Mozamblcans to lead the way in

~ ecoreonrlc.and soclal developmente Education for a nationsl 1ibsre



s&sion. struggle and an accompanying-soclal revolution requirsd more
ther-a.8traight combination of -the colonial curricula with traditienal
teachkings. Mondlane.oﬁrereﬁ no.maglcal solution, altheugh he thought -
scrze of the traditional moral -walues would ald in bu}lding a8 new
sasial e=der. He planned primary schools, literacy campalgns, faclilie-
t1es. . for teshnical- -and-advanced education, and the attendance -of women
a2t 3chocls to educate for. a revolutlon,

A3 with its other ‘gecals, FRELIMO begen its educational progrems
ecerly in the struggle. Founded in 1963, the Mozambique Instituts in
Tanzenlz prepared Mozamblean students for higher education abrcad and

ceught. bedly needed skills such as.nursing and primary school teaching.

Along with literacy campaigns and primary schooling in Nlassa and

cebo Delgedon, Mondlane began a .program of political education. As

g matter of rnecessity he approved Portuguese language instruction to
provide a common medlium among Mozambicans, yet urged hls followers to
learn. more than one African .language to facllitate understanding among
ethnlic. groups.

FRELINO also .ploneered social and cultural changes soon after _
selzing Mozambique soil. HMondlane envisaged a 'new soclety where gll
Mozembicans will have the same rights;" a multiracial state to inaslude
Europeans who rencunced war against FRELIMO. Mondlane repeatedly
stated that wer weas directed .toward Portuguese colonialism and not
Portuglese settlerse. FRELIMé resolutions eiso provided fo;rreliglous
Z2reedcm and ecuallity of women. The. party Inteﬁded to promofe:ﬁ;alcal
and healih centers in.territdry that fell under its control and provide
rehabilitaticn of war disabled, careée for orphans, and.  aid to widows &and
the aged, Scon after occupation, FRELIMO moved toward fulfillment of
its gcals with the establishment of medlical and social services.

-« In cultural nmatters, Mondlane encouraged..the traditional African
&rts.of dance, muslc, and crafts. The magazine 25 de setembro

published poerns, sterles, and political essays by Mozambloans involived



in the war. He aspired.to. widen the political horizons of tho;e in
PRELINO.aress by distribution of films, plctures, and publications

srcm North Vietnam, Cuba, and Russia. FRELIMNO sent studsents to

ccuntries which provided scholarships, amoang them the People's Republic

¢f China and. the United States. Mondlane argued that cultural enrlohment_
and social progress were related .to the economic- and political changes

inherent An.the. revolution and .would increase-with 1ts intensification.

Mondlane carried his struggle with Portuguese colonlialism into
the sphere of dlplomacy. Under hls.leadershlp, FRELIMO attached im-
portence to diplomatic relations wlith organizations and - Andependent
states. After the formation of FRELIMO, he established relations with
nationalist.orsanizations.iﬁ other Portuguese territorles and African
countries not yet independent. -With nations outside of Africa, he '
sought relations with "all socialist countries and with progressive -
countries of the West.".  Believing that FRELIMO's efforts were part
of ¥Ythe_worldts movement-for. the.emancipation of the peoplesy which alins
at ‘the. total liquidation of colonialism and imperlalism," he obtained
membershlip in internatlonal organizations of the Third World.

Mondlane, though .a former research officer of the United Natlons,
expressed doubt as to the efficacy of appeals to that orgaglzation. i
Yet he appeared a number of times before 1ts commlittees and commissions.
4s part of .his political-philosophy he belleved that the United Natiohé‘
was -a useful assembly to inform world opinion about Portuguese colonial
practices, about aid given to Portugal by Western powers, and about the
soclal programs and millitary advances of FRELIMO. Through all these
international avenues, FRELIMO's first president sought not oﬁly to
rally opinion and support for the Mozambican nationallist movement but -
to express sblidarity with similar movements elsewhere, as when he
warnly endorsed Hanoi in the: Vietnam war. For ald to FRELIMO, he

especlally depended on Tanzanla, Zambla, Cuba, Algerla, and the

United Arab Republic. But. shrewd revolutionary thinker that he was,



FMendlane knew that Ythe main source of -support for our struggle 1s our
own peopls.”

An analysis of Mondlane's political ideas suggests that varled
influences shaped them, Indeed he was something of an eclectic in
. drewing ideas from various contemporary doctrines and thinkers. His
ideas of Portugal's relationship with Africa were usually expressed in
geconoiic phrases that manifested an unmistakable, though not excilualivs,

Merxist approache. His understanding of Portugalts conquest and retenticn
cf African lands was normally couched in terms of economic exploitaticn,
ever though he was.aware of other reesons for Portugalts continued
resence in Africe. He wrote that the colonles "add to Portﬁgal's
consequence in the world, " and also "Ysince the fascist government has
ellminateq égmocrgcy within Porpugal Ltself,”;pycan scarcely allow &
gréater ﬁé%#ﬁré of ffeeddﬁitb the‘éupp&seﬁlf‘mo;e backward.peéple of
its coloninge” Nor did Mondlane define exploitetion solely in
esoncmic terms8. Cultural imperialism, the denigrating or suppression
¢f indigenous customs and cultures, was to Kondlane a pairt of
Pecrtugalfs legacy in Mozambiqueo.

His ideae of revolution showed -less reliance on Marxlst-leninist
doctrine than his interpretation of imperialism., Marx preached revo-
lution. by &n urban .proletariatsy Lenin viewed the peasantry &8 only &
useful ally to his cause. Mondlene, however, based the success of .
cermed. strugglie and revolution on an African peasantry. This was, of
course, dictated by the situatien in Mozambique where the vast msjority
cf Lfricens are peasants,-and by Hoé&laneis-admiration'of'the~Chineee
Revolutlon, Eis visit to China in 1963 deeply impressed him. The

gient strides made by -the-Chinese-an. their widespread use of manpower

&2 & way to. dndustriel and agricultu.el development undoubtedly

inspired FRELIMO's head. Th: December 1963 issue of Mozambigue

Bevolution recorded that: "He [Mondlane] left China convinced that y,




historical struggle of -the- Chinese peoples has relevance to the Presasy.
stmuggle of “the peoples of Africa,"

It would be incorrect, nevertheless, to emphasize only non=-Africs,
infiuences on Mondlane!s political - -thought. He advocated that a s8ing),
party state, like Tanzanla, fi.rnished the mode of government with the
most sanguine:. possibilities for Mozamblcans and indeed all:African&
scuth of Sahara.--When-asked once to visualize what form of government
an 1ndependept Mozambique- would -take under FRELIMO!'s- leadership, he
repliszd, "Our model 18 the neighboring state of Tanzania." Tanzanla:
President Julius Nyerere!s emphaslis-on cooperatives to lricrease agriw
ecultural productlion . as a means:of Pational~development-also‘provided-m
attractive experiment. ~Mond1ane~first-proposeq-andwthenmtried out- the
estaﬁlishment of—agriculturélwcooperatlvee~to~sustain thewsuefrllla
arny and clvilian population .in. FRELIMO contrelled zones., But after
independence-he resolved not to neglect mineral extraction eor heavy
industry in .the rapid development of Mazambiqu& for Yany -theery abuvut
the-primacy ef agxxoulturalmdevelopment."‘

) In this.as in everything, Moﬂalane was very -much his own man,
ith hls own theorles. ' He-followed closely the successes and fallures
ol reslstance movenents in other Partuguese - territeories, not with an

eye toward mechanlcal imitation but to -aveld thelr pitfalls and adapt

their strengths, when possible, to the-Mozambique-sibuation~:

Just as his political thought developed in -its understanding cf
.che pecullarities in Mozambiguets sltuatlon._éohalsélif éybi#éd along
a.more radical pathe. Thg.commitment to revolutionary and military

neans to achleve Mazambique's freedom from Portugal radicalized his

political ideas. Mondlane dic not content himself with saying that

Justice would relign when the colonial abuses disappeared, His goal

went beyond a colonial war.for political independence to a significant

transformation of colonial and -traditional- society. At the root of

his revolutionary philosophy lay the goal of restructuring Mozambican



scelety, using the ravolutionary struggle to obtain economio and

pclitical democracy.

FROM "E.C. MONDLANE: HIS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY'" BY THOMAS ERIKSEN 1971
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