Paily Bigpatch — 8 June 1982
Mozambican tells
why he defected

Russians taking over he says

JOHANNESBURG
— Mozambique’s
National Director of
Security, Mr lorge
Costa, yesterday de-
iected from his
country and gave
his reasons for seek-
ing political asylum
in South Alrica.

“I'ni ot prepared to
defend the interests of
Russia,”” he told mem.
bers of the press at Pre-
tavia police heaugquar-
ters vesterday after
noeon.

“1f T stay in my county
I will have to work
against my people. I'm
not prepared to oppress
my people.

“Frelimo had a very
good programme for the
country in the beginning
but we now have a Mars-
ist-Leninist government
and there is a conspiracy
by the Soviet Union to
put defeat into my
country.”

The 30-year-old direc-
tor who has been fourth

in charge in Mozambi-
can tep security mat-
ters including espion-
age, caunter-espionage
and inteiligence for the
past four years, has had
many direct dealings
with President Samora
Machel.

He made his shock
anunouncement at vYan
Smuts Airport at 7 am
after a three-day visit on
police matters to South
Africa with two other
Mozambique govern-
ment officials.

“Just leave my bags in
the boot,” — Mr Costa,
said on arrival at the
airport yesterday.

His colleagues, an
adviser tu the Ministry of
Security and a security
colonel, stared at him in
silence.

Undeterred Mr Costa
asked for political asy-
lum in South Africa.

Knowledge of Mozam-
bique's most guarded
secrets — lie at his fing-
ertips.

He says he has not yet
dccided what to do with

himself or his know-
ledge in the near future.

Yesterday afternoon,
well-groomed and dres-
sed in a fawn pin-striped
suit, Mr Costa was inlro-
duced to the press at
Pretoria police head-
quarters by the Chiel of
the South African Secur-
ity Police, General
Johan Coetzee.

The tall composea
man. admitted that he
had met General Coet-
zee on previous official
visits in the past three
years.

He puinted out that he
had been an honest
worker for his govern-
ment even though he had
contemplated defecting
for more than eight
months.

Mr Cosia who left be-
hind a wife and three
children and his pa-.
rents, seid he felt his

counlry was econumical-
Iy almost on its knees.

‘“The Soviets wan{:
eventually to take com-
mand of the economy.

“Southern Africa with
its mineral and agri-
cultural wealth is of
strategic importance to
them and is their main
target. In the 21st cen-
tury food will be the big-
gest problem.”

He said one of his most
recent functions was to
spread propagande in
Mozambique about
South Africa being be-

“hind the resistance

movements in his
country.

“1 even drew maps of
where South Alvicansin-
filtrated the country.
These were uscd in
Mozambican papers re-
cently.”

Mr Costa sald he did
not go along with Freli-
mo’s decision in 1977 to

change to & Marxist-
Leninist party — but he

‘remained 25 an honest

worker in his capacity as
Director in the Ministry
of Serurity.

He went on to say he
may have been stopped
from taking a counter-
intelligence course in
Russia because of his
tendency to stop certain
glans which had to pass

is desk.

“Instead I was sent on
a course in Bulgaria
which when ] arrived
turned into a 25-day holi-
day in the mountains."

Mr Costa said life in
Mozambique was a life
of black market shop-
ping at exhorbitant
prices.

“There is a shortage of
everything. There is not
enough ecomnomical
strength to continue run-

ning tactories — and ex-
port of timber is down to
nothing.

“Qur exporting of
prawns is 40 per cent of
what Frelimo planned.”

Mr Costa said one
could eat prawns only on
the black market be-
cause Russlan trawlers
were fishing prawns in
vast quantities by suck-
ing them off seabeds.

A bottle of whisky cost
R100 on the black mar-
ket and one wus limited
to a litre of cooking oil a
month,

He admitted that he
felt “terrible” about
leaving his wife Goaki-
na, 32, and three chil-
dren Helena, 9, Graca, 6,
and Ricardo, 4, behind
but says the family reta-
tionship was on a break-
ing point anyhow.

“ln my position di-
vorce was not desir-

able." he said.

At yesterday's confer-
ence General Coetzee
said there had heen reg-
ular liaison between
Moz..nbican police and
South African police wn
criminal matters such as
drug-trafficking, border
control and currency
control.

He said security police
were involved in these
discussions because bor-
der matlers tell into
thelr field of work.

General Coetzee said
the .ecurity implica-
tions of Mr Costa’s defec-
tion were too delicate to
discuss at this stage.

Mozambi: 1e's Minis-
try of Information was
yesterday naware of
the defection of Mr Cos-
ta. A\ spokestaan for the
ministyv said: “We know
nothir, awout it —
DDC.



