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Mapuro/ To sighs of reìief in
both Lisbon andMaputo, the
Mozambican security serv-
ice, SNASP, has been offr-
cialÌy cÌeared of any invoÌve-
men#" in the murder of Evo
Fernandes, the former sec-
re tary  genera i  o f  the
Mozambique NationaÌ Re-
si stance (RenamollvÍNR).
Fernandes was shot dead
near Lisbon in ApriÌ 1988,
and accusations in March
this year about Maputo's
supposed involvement ìed to
strained relat ions and the
expuÌ si on of ajunior Mozam-
bican dipìomat from Lisbon,
utrites a correspondent.
In a judgment handed down
on 18 July in Cascais, near
L i sbon ,  t he  Po r tuguese
judges said aìÌegations of
Mozambican invo lvement
had not been proved. The
main accused, AÌexandre
Chagas, was sentenced to 18
years' imprisonment for
what the court considered

"premeditated" invoÌve ment
in the murder.
His accompÌice Joaquim
Messias got eighü and a haÌf
years for his invoìvement,
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The court ruled that the
third accused, Manuel Pinto
da Costa" was una'r,t/are of
the plan to kilì Fernandes.
He was not in the counüry at
the time of the murder.
Chagas and Messias must
also pay an indemnity of
E s c 1 6 . 5 m ( a b o u t
US$110,000) to Fernandes'
widow lvete, who has re-
cently begun to take a more
active role in MNR affairs in
Lisbon.


