
Bid to prevent Lisbon
healing Mozambique
F'ernandes killing

on

Flanane/ As Portugal and N{ozambique try hard to reparr
the damage from the reciprocaÌ dipÌomatic expuisions in
March (Southscan 12 Apnl),  the r ight-wrng preês in Lisbon
is attempting to reüve the question of aììeged Ì l Íozambican
invoìvement in the murder of ex- Mozarnbique Nationaì
Resistance secretary-generaÌ Evo Fernandes in Apriì  ìast
year, u,rites a correspondent here.
At the end ofa three-day üsit  to Ìr{ozambique, termed by the
Portuguese "essential ly poÌi f icai," Jose NÍanueì Durao
Barroso, the Portuguese Foreign Secretary, who is number
two in the foreign minisürv, and rvho aÌso has responsibiÌ i ty
lor th9 cooperation portfoìio, said at Ìr{aputo airport on 30
May that his government considers the Evo Fernàndes case
to be "cÌosed, from the dipìomatic point of üew."
Durao Barroso's visit was described by \Íozambican offi-
cials as "a very important step in the establ ishment of cìoser
reìat ions between the two countr ies."
As a goodwill gesture, Ìllozambique fi eed a Portuguese
cit izen, Orlando Teixeira, who had been imprisoned on
securi ty-rel ate d charges.
\: [hi]e the Foreign Secretary was jn Ì \ lozambique, the Lis-
bon fortni ghtly Informafrica (untiì recentìy known asAfrica
Confidenciol,notto be confuse<i with the Bntish pubÌicarion
of a similar name) carned a fuÌÌ-page storl '  òn 27 May
aÌÌegrng that documentary proof hâd émerced of ì inks be-
tween the Ì l Íozambique securitv serúce SNASP and Alex-
andre Chagas, the main accuse-d in the Fernandes case.
The story cÌaimed that two Ìetters aìÌegedìy urr i t ten by
Chasas to the Ìúinisfry of Securitv in Ì t Íaputo were in the
possõssion of the magazine. Thê ìetters, cÌaims Infor-
maf/ ico, shorv that Chagas was fr iendì1' wr th senior Mozam-
bican security offrciaÌs, and that the murcÌer rvas organized
bv SNASP.
Chagas recent ìy  wi thdrew in  cour t  h is  ear l ie r  s ta tements
con íì  rm i n g NÍozam bican i  nvoi vem e n t (  S o ut h S can 26 Apnì ),
sa\ ' ìng they were made uncier pressure írom the Portuguese
pol tce.
But Informofrí.ca cÌaims that his reaì reason for denying tbq
statements, is because, i t  aÌ leges, his daughrer is beingÌ 'reìd
in a 'safe house' in N{aputo. where PauÌo Oìiveira is aÌso
ì iüns.  The nervsÌe t ter  àescr ibes th is  s i tuat ion as "an eÌe-
meni  o f  pressure and b lackmai Ì . "
I t  is cÌear nonetheÌess that the conservative Portuguese
government of Prime Minister Cavaco Siìva has decided to
ãrop the issue, after the cÌ ipìomatic gestures of Ì \ Íarch, for
poì ib ica l  and economic reasons.
On the postponed üsit  by the Portuguese Prime i l Í inisrer,
Durao Baroso conceded that  h is  üs i t  micht  Ìead to  a  re-
evaìuat ion.
The Secretary rvas accompanied on his t l ip to Ì \ Íozambique.
which inc ìudód a s top-over  in  Z imbabn 'e .  bv  a  h igh-porvered
deìeganon which incÌuded senior oÍï ìci 'ais from his ow'n
minisrry as rveÌl  as Lopes da CosLr, direcor of ICEP,
PortugaÌ 's forei gn trade inst i tute.
Topics under discussion benveen the trvo governments in-
ciudecì the Cahora Bassa ht 'dro-eìecrnc schãme. which cosrs
Portugaì about Esc700bn |USS+.4 bn) a 1,ear while i t  is not
workiás.
Durao Barroso wouìd not comment on Portuguese inten-
t ions concerning Cahora Bassa.
He aìso confirmõd the possibi l i tv of Portuguese involvement
in  any peace negot ianons between t Ì re  \ lozambique na-
t i ona i  Res i s tancõ  t i l tXRRennno )  and  rhe  \ í oza *b i c .n
government .  sar rng he r iouÌd  not  exc l r . r r le  ' in  t Ì reorv ,  an- r .
h- r 'porhosrs . -  La i . ' r . "e Í ìer  h ls  nreer ing ìn  F i l r l r r le  x i th 'Z im-
babrr 'e Presicient l ìobert \ Íugabe, he ú',rs nìoì 'e forlhcoming,
c ìa imrng  t ha t  Po r ruga Ì  w 'as - ' pe rsuad r r rq  r r nd  us ing  some  õ f
ou r  p r cssu re  t o  have  t h t r se  i nvo Ì r ' e i  i n  t Ì r e  f i Í I n t i ng  i n
I lozambique conle  fo  peace. '
Durao Barroso rvent on to r isi t  Sourh Afi ' icac ìast w'eek and
was  schedu led  i n  Namrb ia  rh i s  week .
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