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Relations between Portusal and
Mozambique soured when 

- 
Mozam-

bique expelled a Portuguese diplomat
on March 18th, in retal iat ion for the
removal of an official at the Mozam-
bican embassy in Lisbon.

Portugal 's Prime Minister, Mr.
Anibal Cavaco Silva. said relat ions
between the two had deteriorated with
Maputo's decision.

Mozambique was reacting to the
expulsion on March lTth of the third
secretary at i ts Lisbon embassv, who is
suspected of involvement iruthe murder
of the rebel MNR leader. Mr. Evo Fer-
nandes.

"There is no explanation for Mozam-
bique 's  a t t i tude,"  the Pr ime Min is ter
said. "We wil l  never tolerate the prac-
t ice of cr iminal acts in this country by
any foreign cit izen. even under cover of
d ip lomat ic  immuni ty . "

The Portuguese Government had
alreadv requested that Mozambique l i f t
the diolomatic immunitv on i ts off icial.
Mr .  Rafae l  Custod io-Marques.  The
request was refused and Mr. Marques
was then expel led.

Portuguese pol ice claim that Mr.
Marques paid and instructed Mr. Alex-
andrè Chaeas.  who is  impr isoned in  L is-
bon. to assassinate Mr. Fernandes. a
foundine member  o f  the MNR. [ {e
a l legedly  pa id  Mr .  Chagas about
f .1 ,000.  - ;  t  (GD 20/3)
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