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Dlplomauc Ìelauons between Lisbon and Maputo should not sulfer to drastically from the
expulsion of the comrnerciaÌ attaché at the Portuguese Embassy in Mozambique last Ìveek. Mr.
José Msrceüno da Sllva's treatment was in fact a question of retaiiation for the Portuguese
authorities decision to decÌare the third secretary ofthe Mozambican Embassy in PortugaÌ, Rafael
Custodlo MÂrques, " persono non grala". Mr. Marques is suspected of havlng been involved in the
murder of Evo Fernandes. the former Secretary Genenl of RENÀ\,!O, which the Mozambican
goverrìÍnent strongly denles {lON N'372).

In Llsbon, irì circles ln close contact with the Portuguese Secret Service, lt is believed that
the suspicion surrounding RaÍael Custodio Marques is nothing but a smoke screen. This aÍfair
has not ajlected the Portuguese Prime Minister, Cavaco Silva's, decision to visit MaDuto in Mav.


