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taputo'gave
order to kill
Renamo mant
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Ã MAN chareed wlth com-
lllpliclty ln the assasslnaüon
of the leader of the Renamo Mo
zambican rebele tn Usbon last
year has reportedly confeseed
to the crime, and sald he was
working for the Mozambique
secret servict, $NASP.

Mr Evo Fernandes was kid-
napped and murdered in Aprtl
1988 after he met Alexandre
Chagas, a Portwuese citizen
who said he had been commia"
sioned by thé Mozambique Gov-
ernrnent to irútiate peace nego
tiadons úth Renamo, whlch
since independence ln ltrl5 has
wreaked havoc.

Chagas was arrrsted in Mo
rocco days alÌer Fernandes'
bullet-ridttled body was found
by a roadslde outslde Usbon.

He was extradited to Portugal
in October and has been held by
po l i ce  i n  l ega l  p rocedures
ehrouded in secrecy. A trial ls
not expected for some months.

But a front-page story ln the
leading weekly, Expresso, cit-
ing sources close to the investi-
gation, said Chagas had con-
fessed to shooting Fernandes.

The story said SNASP had
given him a "flee hand" ln the
killing, with back-up support
ftom the embassies in Lisbon
and Paris. Mozambican oÍIlcials
have denied aÌl involvement; a
Renamo de fec to r  c la lme i l
redently in the capital, Maputo,
that Fernandes was murdered
by rlvaÌe wlthln hla own or8arü-
sation.

But Mr Fernandes' wldow
said he had been killed by a
trained mütsry person, wNch
Chagas was not, and the confes-
sion was to protect the real
klller.


