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IS A SEASON ...
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Evo CnMo Es FEnNANDES

Professor André

by

Thomashausen,  UNÍSA

To ever l  th íng  there  ís  a  season,  and I  t íne
to eYery purpose under heaven:

I  t íne  to  k l l l  and  I  t tne  to  g lve  l í fe ;
a t íne to ôreak dovtn and â üÍne to bui ld up;

a , :  ü Íne  to  love  and e  t lne  to  àa f  e ;
.  I  t ine  o f  r .a r  and ü  t ine  o f  peace,

- . ,  (Ecc les lasües ,  3 :1 ,3 ,8 )

ïhese  s ì lgh t ì y  mod l f ìed  ve rses  f rom the  [cc les las tes  Here  the  message  o f

Evo Camoes Fernandes to  h ls  fe l ìow count ry  nen,  p r in ted  in  A  LUïA C0NTINUA o f

Ju ly  1985,  the  mouthp lece  o f  the  Hozambique Res ls tance l Íovement  (Res ls tênc la

Nac lona l  Hoçamblcana -  RENMO).  tvo  te rnandes Has then s t l ' l  ì  the  Secre tary -

Genera l  o f  Renamo

0n Apr i l  2 l s t  1988 ,  a  te ìephone  ca l l  l n fo rmed me tha t  Evo 's  dead  body  had
been  found  a t  the  bo t tom o f  a  w lnd-ml ì ì  i n  l , l a ìve i ra  da  Sema,  a  sma l ì  v l ì ìage
t i  the  nrounta lns  s t re tch lng  some 30 km to  the  Nor th  o f  L lsbon,  the  capt ta ì
c l ty  o f  Por tuga l .  t  remembered the  verses  f rom A LUTA çONTINUA.  Evo had.quoted

them to  me more  fo r  the  f i r s t  t lme  1n  1965 ,  when  he ,  as  a ' l aw s tuden f  ln
L ísbon ,  had  been  the  ìeader  o f  a  g roup  o f  l 4  year  o td  boy  scou ts  t r r  wh Ích  I
be longed.  I  remeÍnbered h ls  p rovocat ive  smi le  and se l f -con f Ídence ln  the  ear ìy
e lgh t les ,  when  he  ac ted  as  Renamo 's  fo re lgn  represen ta t l ve  and  spokesman,  I
a l so  sah ,  aga ln  h ts  s t ra lned  and  t i red  face  dur ing  the  even lngs  o f  Oc tober

1984 ,  when  he  took  par t  i n  the  t r l pa r t i te  nego t la t lons  be tween Fre l lmo,  Renamo

and the  South  Af r l can  governnrent  ln  Pre tor la ,

Xtdnapped and Tortured

Dur lng  the  days  fo ì ìowìng  the  dea th  o f  Evo  Fernandes ,  the  p leces  o f  a
g ruesome puzz le  emerged .  0n  the  even lng  o f  Apr l ì  l 7 th ,  he  had  accep ted  to
meet  a t  ìeas t  two  envoys  o f  the  F re ì imo government  1n  a  res tauran t  In  Casca ls .
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XAVI ER CHAGAS, a whl  te .Portuguese ì  iv l  ng In l ' laputo,  Hozambl  QUB, and t raveJ ì  I  ng

f requen t l y 'on  beha l f  o f  a  bus iness  f ron t  o rgan isa t lon  o f  the  Hozamblque

tn te l l l gence  Serv ice ,  SNASP,  He  wou ld  have  been  ac t lng  on  Ins t ruc t lons  o f  one

J0A0 CARL0S ESTEIRA, Director  of  the Department 0-13 (Controì  of  tx ternal

Ac t lv i t les  o f  RINAHO),0 f  SNASP,  and o f  Genera ì  BONIFACIO GRUVETA,  cha l rn ran  o f

the  F re l imo Ve te ran  So ld le rs 'Assoc la t ion  and  one  o f  the  n ros t  l n f ìuen t la ì  o f

F re l  lmo 's  ' o ld  guard" .

, ;

Aççordl ng to Afrí ca
ln  L lsbon some 10 dayì
fo l lowlng that  date .

f  onf  ídenci  a l  ,  I  L ísbon pubì  lcat lon,  ESTEIÍ ìA was spot ted

be fo re  t7  Apr l ì ,  and  aga ln  ln  Par l s  In  the  veek

i

GRUVETA had been pointed out  In .January ' tóel  as one of  the authors of  a

le t te r  c l r cu ìa ted  ín  Hapu to ,  l n  the  name o f  F re Ì1mo 's  ye te ran  so ld le rs ,

ca Ì l l ng  upon  Pres lden t  Ch issano  to  en te r  In to  peace  ta ìks  x Í th  Renamo,  fo r  the

es tab ì lshment  o f  a  Government  o f  Nat Ìona l  Un i ty .  l luch  to  the  surpr lse  o f  many

observes ,  Gruveta  Has never  d isc lp ì ined,  tnd  emerged ra ther  s t rengthened than

weekend f  rom the reshuf  f  
' le  qf  t reì  I  mo's n l ì  i  tary cornmand structures I  l ter  í  n

June  1987 .  
.

Fernar tdes  le f t  the  res taurant  on  17  Apr l l  a t  l l  p f t ,  In  the  çor ryany  o f  four
men, In a motor  car  dr lven by one J0AQUI} ' I  I ' IACIAS, a lso a Portuguese resldent
ln  ì l apu to .  I t  b ras  the  ìas t  t ime  tha t  he  ïas  seen  a l l ve .  As  con f l rmed by  h ls

v r iôow,  he  ìdas  k i Ì ìed  b , i th  f l ve  shots  th ree  days  la te r r  t f te r  he  was bru ta ì ìy

to r tu rêd .  F i rs t  news b íere  tha t  p raê t tca l l y  every  bone In  h ls  body  Has

f rac tu red  success lve ly ,  wh t ìe  he  t tas  s t l l ì  a ì i ve .  Subsequen t  au topsy  repor ts

have  es tab ' l l shed  tha t  h ls  body  showed severe  b ru lse  marks r  â5  resu l t l ng  f rom
e lec t roshocks ,  and  tha t  he  had  a lso  been  admln ls te red  Sod lumpenta tho ì ,  know as
I  spec l  a ì  I  zed  ' t ru th  d rugr .

ïhe Ylct ln
Fernandes ,  born  ln  Be l ra , '  Hozamblque ,  In  194 .1  (parUaì ìy  o f  Ind lan

descen t ) ,  fa ther  o f  f i ve  ch i ld ren  f rom two  mar r iages  and  one  ìeg i t lma ted
daugh te r ,  r i en t  to  schoo ì  In  l l ozamblque ,  s tud ied  ìax  1n  L lsbon  a i rd  began  h ' l  s
career  as  an  lnves t lga t ing  o f f i ce r  fn  the  Prosecu t , ion  Depar tment  o f  thc
HÍn ls t ry  o f  Jus t l ce  ln  Mozamblque  1n  1968 .  l ' í a l t c lous ly ,  F reJ {n ro  tu r .ned  t l r fg
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around and pretended that he
secre t  po l  lce .

worked as  member  o f  the  Por tuguese coJon la ì
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-

In  1969 he Jo lned the
over  In  HozambÍque In  1974,
to  work as an execut lve of
pub l lshers  ln  L lsbon.

dal ìy  newspaper l Ío t Íc Ías da Betra.  l lhen Freì lmo took
he bras  a  D i res tor  o f  the  paper .  He ìe f t  Hozamblque

one o f  the  b igges t  Por tuguese book  d ís t r lbu tors  and

As 
'  
án educated t f .an who spoke four ì  anguages f ì  uentìy,  he soon gaf ned

In f ìuence In  ex l ìed t tozamblque oppos i t ton c i rc les ,  In  t9S{  he became Secretary
Generaì of RENAI'IO. Hhen REMM0 abol t shed lhe post of Secretary General I n
1986,  Fernandest  new task was to  head a.new _Research Depar tment  o f  RENAHO.

Ithat l{otlves ?

In Aprlì  1987 ternandes Ìías requested by REMI' l0's presldent Afonso Dhìakama
to  t ry  and prepare  ln te rna t lona l  con tac ts  ìead lng  to  peace ta ìks  w i th  Fre l imo,
pursuant  to  Renamo's  announcement  tha t  they  uou ld  be  r l l l l ng  to  en ter  Ín to
such negot  I  a t l  o Í ìs ,

As  repor ted  maln ìy  by  the  Por tuguese med la ,  In  par i l cu ìa r  A f r l ca
Conf ídenc la l  and  A f r í cz  Pos t ,  bu t  a ìso  by  the  Eng ì tsh  A f r t ca  Con f iden t ía l ,  a
ser les  o f  v l s l t s  and  con tac ts  by  Fernandes  fo l towed,  concen t ra t lng  on  France ,
spafn ,  l les t  Germany,  the  USA and f ina ì ìy ,  ear ìy  ln  lg8g,  ì ' l  so  south  Af r tca .

In an I  nterv lerr  r rh lch appeared 1n the Johannesburg Sunday ' l  lnes of  t
February  1988,  Pres ldent  Dh lakama repeated  h is  o f fe r  to  negot la te  11 i th  Fre ì imo
wl  thout  any  pre-cond i t f  ons .  ln  ear ìy  Ì ' l a rch ,  Fre ' l  ln to 's  po t  í  tburo  appar .en t ìy
dec lded  to  ca re fu Ì ì y  exp ìo re  the  posr ib t t i t l es  fo r  such  nego t fa i lons .0n  the
other  hand,  South  Af r l ca  and Por tugaì  bJere  keen to  med la te  some k lnd  o f
unders tandtng  be tween Renamo and Fre l imo,  as  a  necessary  cond i t lon  fo r  the
env lsaged  re -hab i ì i t a t lon  the  Cahora  Bassa  p roJec t .

L ikew lse ,  the  In te rna t lona l  Commi t tee  o f  the  Red Cross  ln  Geneva  ï /as
seek lng  an  agreement  r+ i th  Renamo,  l Í ì  o rder  t "o  resurne l t s  emergency  re ì  ie f
f l i gh ts  tn  Hozamblque .  The  Red Cross  f l tgh ts  hao  bcen  suspenc led  on  ZZ December
1987r  0 í ì  accoun t  o f  F re l  lmo 's  lnab l  I  i t y  to  p rov lde  secur i t y ,  Inc ' l den t l y ,  such



an agreement  Y las f tna l  ized
Cross reJ le f  f l tgh ts  both
contro l ìed by Freì lmo bave
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dur ing  the  las t  week  o f  Apr l ì  1988 ,  and  regu ìa r  Red

to  Renamo cont ro ì led  areas  and to  the  re fugee camps

s lnce  been car r led  ou t ,

A f r t ca  Pas t  f rom L lsbon  repor ted  tha t  as  a  resu ì t  o f  Fernandes 'sec re t

d ip ìomacy,  and w l th  the  ass is tance o f  an  Eas t  A f r Ícan  count ry ,  Ugh leve Ì

ta lks  w l th  Pres ldent  Dh. ìakama ln  the  USA,  ln  Europe and poss lb ìy  la te r  a Ìso  ln

South  Af r l ça  b rere  p ìanned and supposed to  have been In t t la ted  a t  the  end o f

Aprl  ì  .

Renam or Frel f ry?
Under  these c i rcumstances ,  on Ìy  two po ls tb ' le  exp ìanat lons  fo r  the

assass lna t lon  o f  Fernandes  ex ls t .  He  was  c i t t reÉ  e ì lm lna ted  by  ü  fac t lon  y t th ln

Renamo opposed  to  peace  ta ìks ,  o t "  by  F re l imc 's  In te ì ì1gènce  serv lce  SNASP,  A

th l rd  r ì te rna t lve  o f fe red  by  ïhe  Hera ld  In  Z lmbabwe b ìames South  Af r l ca  fo r

the  assass lna t lon ,  Açcord lng  to  The  Hera ld ,  Sou th  A f r l ca  wou ìd  have  u lshed  to

r ld  l t se l  f  f rom an  a l leged  'ha rd - ' l  l ne r '  In  the  leadersh lp  o f  Renamo.  Th ls
a ' l  tó rna t lve ,  however ,  1s  h ìgh ly  improbab le .  Fernandes '  e i fo r - ts  Here  c lear ìy

a lmed a t  mak lng  a  se t t lement  in  Hozambique  poss tb ìe ,  the  p r lnc lp ìe  bene f l c la ry
o f  wh lch  wouÌd  have  been  Sou th  A f r l ca .

The theory  o f  I  b loody  fac t lon  f igh t  x i th in  Renamo ls  a lso  no t  conv lnc lng ,
The fac t  tha t  Fernandes Has to r tu red  speaks  aga lns t  l t .  l l o re  lmpor tan t ly ,

however ,  Renamo's  handfu ì  o f  ex te rna ì  .  representa t lves  wou ld  neyer  have

Possessed  the  mêans  and  the 'soph ts t l ca t lon  to  execu te  th l s  t ype  o f  c r lme.
There  l s  a lso  much  less  d lv l s ion  amongs t  Renamo ex te rna ì  suppor te rs  than  xha t

Some wouÌd  ì i ke  to  make  be ì teve .5o  fa r ,  none  o f  these  suppor te rs  has  ever
cha ì ìenged  Renamo 's  Pres íden t  0h ìakama;  and  those  r rho  have  cu t  the l r  t i es  u . l th

the  movement ,  have  ìos t  a l ì  l n f ìuence  ln  i l ozamblque  oppos l t i on  po ì t t i cs .

Las t ìy ,  C | ' |AGAS,  the  key  f igure  w i th  whom Fernandes d lned on  17  Apr l ì ,  had on
h ls  a r r l va ì  f rom Haputo  p resen ted  c reden t la ìs  leg l t lm lz lng  h lm as  I  med ia to r
fo r  F re l  ímo,  and  had  never  been  invo lved  in  any  Renamo ac t i v l t l es  wha tsoeyer .

The  lnvo ìvement  o f  F re l ímo 's  S I {ASP,  on  the  o ther  hand ,  üppe i r rs  h tsh ly
p robab ìe .  ïhe  peop ìe  Ín  whose  car  Fernandes  d rove  to  to r tu re  and  Ceath  r ie rü
shady  go-be tweens  ac t Íng  on  Ì ' l apu to 's  lns t ruc t ions ,  t l na l  p roo f  w l ì t  e rnerge



f rom the for thcoml ng t r i  a l  I  n  L l  sbon,  sgai  nst  ChAGAS and I ' IAC IAS, xho Hcre

amested I  n l ' lorocço on 29 Apr i  ì  ,  on thel  r  lJay to l laputo.  Both have aì  ready

been ex t rad i ted  to  Pontuga l ,  as  we l l  as  a  th l rd  person who bras  apparent ly

lnvo lved In  se t t lng  up  the  fa ta l  d iner  on  17  Âpr l l :  HANUEL PINTO DA COSTA'  wÌ ro

Has  ã r res ted  ín  Par l s  on  30  Apr i l '

Fernandes '  e f fo r ts  Here  about  to  g lve  Renamo's  
' leaders  

In te rna t lonaì

exposure  fo r  the  f l r s t  t lme ,  w i th  B ìack  A f r i can  ass is tance .  Renamo 's  access lon

to  ln te rna t lonaì  negot i 'a t lng  tab ìes  wouìd  have th rea tened Fre Ì  In ro 's  pos l t lon

cons lderab l i .  l l o reover , , in te rna t ionaJ  negot la t lons  w l th  Renanro  go lng  beyond

the  gues t lon  o f  Cahora  Eassa  cou ld  have  caused  Fre l lmo to  ìose  l t s  13  year

monopoìy  o f  po ì i t l ca l  pov {e r .  An  even tua ì l y  resu ì t lng  par t l c lpa t lon  o f  Renamo

1n the l ' lozambique government wouìd have lnt rodlced fundamentaì  changes f  n the

governmerr ta ' l  system of  . l {ozambl  que.  
'  

-  .1

In  th l s  con tex t ,  t t  l s  a ìso  tn te res t ing  tha t  F re ì lmo,  o r  I  sec t lon  o f

FRELIMO,  has  a t  ìeas t  once  be fo re  t r l ed  to  Jeopard lze  nego t la t lons  by  â

s im l la r  l n te rna t lona l  k idnapp lng  ac t lon .  0n  25  Augus t  1984 ,  wh l le  p repara t lons

for  
' the  

Pre tor la  ta lks  be tween Renamo and Fre ì lmo were  weì ì  under  Hayr

Fre l lmo 's  SNASP k ldnapped four  Por tuguese members  o f  a  hunt lng  sa far t  In
Tanzan la .  Fre l  imo Has then conv lnced tha t  a t  ìeas t  two o f  thern  ì ,e re  {mpor tan t
suppor te rs  o f  Renamo,  due  to  the l r  fami ' l y  t l es  b r l th  Hozamblque  oppos t t lo i r

c i r c ìes .  The  four ,  Ade l ino  Ser ras  P l res ,  Ade ì lno  Ser ras  P l res  Jn r ,  Car Ìos
Ar t .u r  Ser ras  P i res  Card ina  and Ru l  l ' l on te i ro  Here  taken by  fo rce  f rom Tanzan la

an!  spent  {  f ion ths  ín  var lous  } lozambique pr Ísons ,  hav lng  been to r tu red

repeated ìy ,  They  Here  on ìy  re leased a f te r  severa l  European heads o f  s ta te  had

In tervened,  an  aSs is tance owed to  the  fac t  tha t  the  fo r rner  French Pres Ident

6 lscard  d 'Es ta lgn  had  been  a  member  o f  the  hun t lng  sa fa r l  In  ques t lon .

fhat Hext?

The nex t  rounds  o f  ta lks  on  the  rehab i l i ta t lon  o f  Cahora  Bassa Here  a ì ready
scheduìed  when Fernandes ! ías  , l c idnapped.  Dur lng  the  I  as t  week o f  Apr i ì  ,  h tgh-
leve ì  ta ì  ks  be tween ' .Sou th  A f r l ca  and  l l apu to  took  p l  ace .  A t  the  same t lme,
Ang ìo  Amer lcan  cha l rman I ' t r  Gav Ín  Re ì ìy  v l s i ted  Haputo ,  ü5  d ld  the  cha l rman o f
Lonhro ,  l ' í oz  amb l  que 's  b igges t  fo re lgn  i  nves to r .  In  the  words  o f  Evo  Fernandes ,
quo ted  a t  the  ou tse t ,  o t l r i s  1s  õ  t ime  fo r  peace ' .
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ln  a  recent .message to
condemned the rssass lnat lon o f
Renamo's  cont lnu lng prgpafedness
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the  ln te rna t lona ì  med la ,  P res lden t  Dh lakama

Íernandes,  bu t  re l te r r ted  a t  the  s tme t lme
to  en ter  In to  peace negot la t tons ,

Fre l lmo 's  p ropaganda on  an  a ì1eged suppor t  o f  Renamo by  South  Af r tca  has
fa l ìed ,  Fre ì  lmo 's  b tgges t  coup Ín  th ls  regard ,  the  de fec t lon  o f '  a  Renarno
spokesman to  Haputo  ln  mid  I ' ta rch  1988,  has  reveaìed  no th lng  sensat lona l .  The
onìy factuaì  accusat l0n of  the defector  re ' la t lng to recent  years bías that
South Afr l  ca had assi  s ; ted Fernandes 1n obta l  n l  ng a te l  efax copl  er  for  h I  s
o f f l ce  In  Por tugaì  dür lng  I987.  As  one d lp ìomate  In  l ' l apu to  no ted  :  F re ì  Ímo
must  be  pre t ty  sha(y ,  1 f  one te le fax  mach lhe  san pose such th rea t  to  1 ts
f u l g . . .  I  i

Fre ì1mo knows tha t  the  Har  can on ly  be  ended th rough negot la t lons .
Freì  lmo's amnesty for  the rebels,  In ef  fect  for  lo  nronths r ìow, has not
| teakened Renamo, Less than 1000 Renamo foì ìorrers turned themseJves l Í r ,  o f  an
adml, t ted tota l  number of  20.000 f  ighters.  Not  even the recent  repor- t  on
aì  I  eged atroci  t l  es commlt ted by Renamor coÍ Ì r Í l l  ss{oned by the US State
Depar tment ,  can  d is t rac t  f rom the  fac t  tha t  Renamo's  guer r l ì ìa  war  p t .esupposes
the  very  popuìar  suppor t  tha t  Fre l in ro  has  ev ldentJy  Ios t .

The  assass ina t lon  o f  Fernandes  can  on ìy  be  exp la íned  as  one  Jas t  and
despera te  e f  fo r t  o f  a  mlnor l ty  .o f  fanat lca l  marx l  s ts  In  Fre l  lmo 's  ranks  to
prevent  what  Fre l  imo w l l ì  u l i lmate ly  have to  accept  :  na i lonaÌ  reconc t l  la i lon ,

ïhe iurred iate r l  sk
The  lmmed ia te  r l sk  fo r  Sou th  A f r f ca  mus t  be  seen  fn  I  poss ïb Ìe  fa l l u r .e  to

b r lng  abou t  a  v Íab ' le  Cahora  Bassa  agreement .  The  an t l .Sou th  A f r l can  ac11v ls ts
a re  ac tua l l y  hop ing  fo r  a  Cahora  Bassa  agreement  1n  te rms o f  wh lch  Sou th
Âf r l ca  wouJd  rssure  the  secur l t y  o f  the  Power  ì l nes ,  H l thou t  Renamo and
FreJ lmo hav lng  f l r s t  comÍn i t ted  each  o ther  to  the  secur i t y  o f  the  power  l l nes .
I f  the  recons t ruc t lon  o f  

' the  power  I  ines  by  funer lcan  .  ôFrd  tJes t  European
techn lc l  ans  I  s  then  sabo taged  aner r ,  1 t  w l l  ì  be  easy  to  bJ  a rne  Sou th  A f r l ca ,  s
fo rn r t r  and  a ì ìeged  tnvo ' l vement ,  t v i th  Benamo.  Sou th  A f r l ca  wou ìd  s ta r rd  accused
Es  an  unre l  l ab ' le  and  doub le  c ross ing  par tner .  Th ls  m lgh t  become t l re  dec ts lve
proPagand i  s t  1  c  move to  fo rce  the  European goyernments  to  agree  to  the


