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internal conflicts?

THE CHAIN of events leading to the death in Portugal
of a Mozambican rebel leader reads like a thriller.

There are now at least six unsolved murders within
the rebel Mozambican National Resistance (MNR)
group — but no legendary detective has surfaced to

solve the crimes.

Evo Fernandes, a mov-
ing spirit behind  the
MNR, was recently found
shot dead near the Portu-
guese capital, Lisbon.

Portuguese police - are

- seeking two men in con-
nection with his death —
Alexandre Xavier Chagas
and Joaquim da Concei-
cao Messias, both Portu-
guese nationals who have
lived in Mozambique.

In the cafes and bars of
the Mozambican capital,
Maputo, the murder has
become a major topic of
conversation and there

are many ‘whodunnit’ the-
¢ N

ories.
STRIFE

The history of internal
strife in the MNR and the
role of South Africa are
key points in this debate,
but clear answers are hard
tocomeby. -

The death of Fernandes
is the latest in a series of
mysterious killings in the
stormy history of the
MNR, a rebel group or-
%aniscd_ by Rhodesia to
ight the Mozambican
government after inde-

_ pendence from Portugal
n 1975, and taken over by
South Africa in 1980 when
Rhodesia became inde-
pendent Zimbabwe.

Mozambique says the
MNR still gets South Afri-
can aid, but Pretoria says
it stopped supporting the
rebels when it signed the
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Nkomati Pcace Agree-
ment with Mozambique in
1984. The group is also
known as Renamo, a
Portuguesc acronym.

The murder “mystery
began in 1983, with the
death in South Africa of
Orlando Cristina, a Portu-
guese adventurer who was
the MNRs first secretary-
general.

REPORTS

He was shot dead in
bed at the MNR'’s base
camp in Transvaal prov-
ince. Shortly after éris!i-
na's death reports bepan
to leak out of South
Africa that two other
MNR leaders, the Bomba
brothers, had also been
eliminated.

Two  years earlier,
Adriano Bomba, then a
Mozambican air force pi-
lot, had caused a minor
sensation’ when he de-
fected to South Africa
with his Mig fighter plane.
He and his brother Boa-
ventura  were  quickly
given positions on the
MNR executive commit-
tee, and just as quickly
disappeared.

DISPUTES

South African press re-
ports” at the time sug-
gested that the Bombas,
who were black, might
have been killed for being
involved in the murder of

pleasure (o

Cristina, who was white.

Statements by MNR
defectors since then differ
in detail about the three
murders. But all agree
that the three died be-
cause of internal South
African-MNR disputes.

Pauto Oliveira, a lcad-
ing member of the MNR
who defected to the Mo-
zambican government in
March told reporters that
Cristina was murdered by
the white South African
authorities  because  he
bhad outlived his useful-
ness.

One of the Bombus was
killed by thc South Afri-
cans, said Oliveira, the
other by the MNR while
‘he was in Mozambique on
a mission.

MNR watchers in Ma-
puto agree that the man
who emerged from the
Cristina-Bomba affair in a
stronger  position - than
ever was Evo Fernandes.
He was appointed 1o re-
place Cnstina as scc-
retary-general.

PROPAGANDA

For some ycars, Fer-
nandes, a Goan with Port-
uguese nationality,
scemed to be doing well,
cloquently expressing the
MNR'’s point of view to
international news organ-
isaitons from his base in
Portugal.

The Mozambican gov-
ernment expressed its dis-
the Portu-
guese authoritics, arguing
that Fernandes was speak-
ing on behalf of a South
African-backed  terrorist
organisation. Portugal re-
plicd that jt could not act

against  Fernandes  be-
cause he was not breaking
Portuguese law.

Then, out of the blue,
Fernandes ceased to be a
propaganda problem for
Mozambique. In 1986 he
was demoted to head of

-the MNR's iescarch de-

partment.

When  Paulo Oliveira
defected he said he had
heard indircetty that he
might be the next victim
of internecine MNR viol-
enee.

Early in March, jour-
nalists in Maputo received

n of

copies of a circular, typed
on MNR headed note-
paper, accusing  Dhla-
kama of sabotaging the
organisation.

The circular, posted in
the Lisbon ‘suburmee’
came from a group de-
scribing themselves as ‘ve-
terans of Renamo.” They
accused Dhlakama of be-
ing a ‘traitor and faithful
henchman  of  Pretoria’
whao was trying to turn the
MNR into ‘a gang of ban-
dits and pillagers.”

The circular was  un-
signed and many news or-
gamsations  declined 10
publish it. After the death
of Fernandes, however,
journalists in Maputo arc
reading it again with re-
newed titerest, — reuter



