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I t / l  T h e  c h a i n

l Y - l - o t  e v e n t s

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  d e a t h  i r r

P o r t u g a l  l a s t  T h u r s -

d a y  o f  a  M o z a m b i c a n

rebel  leader  reads l ike

a  t h r i l l e r .

l -hcre are now ât  least
s i x  u n s o l v c d  m u r d e r s
wi th in the rebel  Mozam-
bican Nat ional  Resis t -
a n c e  ( M N R )  g r o u p  -

but  no legcndary de-
tective has surfaced to
solve the cr imes.

Mr Evo Fernandes,  a
moving spi r i t  behind the
MNR, was found shot
dead near  the Por tuguese

câpi ta l ,  L isbon.
'Por tuguese 

pol ice are
seeking two merì  in  con-
nect ion wi th h is  death -

A l e x a n d r a  X a v i e r
Chagas and Joaquim da
Conceição Messias,  both
P o r t u g u e s e  n a t i o n a l s

who have l ived in  Mo-
z a m b i q u e .

In the cafes and bars of
the Mozambican capi ta l ,
M a p u t o ,  t h e  m u r d e r  h a s

become a ma1or top ic  of
conversat íon and there

a r e  m a n y  " w h o d u n n i t "

theor ies.

The h is tory of  in ternal

s t r i l è  i n  t h e  M N R  a n d  t h e

ro le of  South Afr ica are
kcy points  in  th is  dcbate,

but  c lear  answers are
hard to come by.

MvsJerv
The death of  Mr Fer-

n a n d e s  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a

s e r i e s  o f  m y s t e r r o u s  k r l l -

r n g s  i n  t h e  s t o r m y  h i s t o r y

o f  t h e  M N R .  a  r e b e l
group organised by Rho-

desia to  f ig l r t  the Mozam-

bican Government  af ter

independence f rom Por-

tugal  in  1975,  and taken

over  by South Afr ica in

1980 when Rhodesia be-

camc indcpendent  Z im-

babwe.
Mozambiquc says the

MNR st i l l  gcts  South

Afr ican a i<J,  but  Pretor ia

says i t  s topped suppor t -

ing the rebcls  whcn i t

s i g n e d  t h c  N k o m a t i

peace agreement  wi th

Mozambique in  1984.

The group is  a lso known
as Renamo, a Por tuguese
acronym.

T h e  m u r d e r  m y s t e r y
b e g a n  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  w i t h  t h e
d e a t h  i n  S o u t h  A l ' r i c a  o f
M r  O r l a n d o  C r i s t i n a .  a
P o r t u g u e s e  a d v e n t u r e r
who was the MNR's f í rs t
secrctary genera l .

H e  w a s  s h o t  d e a d  i n
bcd at  the MNIì 's  base
c â m p  i n  T r a n s v a a l .
Shor t ly  af ter  Mr Cr is t i -
na 's  death repor ts  began
t o  l e a k  o u t  o í  S o u t h
A f r i c a  t h a t  t w o  o t h c r
M N R  l e a d e r s ,  t h c  B o m b a
brothcrs,  had a lso been
el iminated.

Two years ear l ic r ,  Mr
Adr iano Bonrba,  thcn a

Mo:zambican a i r  lorce
pi lo t ,  had caused a minor

sensat ion when he dc ' -

fccted to South Al ' r ica

w i t h  h i s  M i G  Í ì g h t e r
p l a n c .  H e  a n d  h i s  b r o t h c r
Boaventura were qu ick ly
g iven posi t ions on the

M N R  e x e c u t i v e  c o m r n i t -
tee,  and just  as quick ly

d isappeared.

South Afr ican Press

repor ls  at  the t lme sug-

gested that  the Bombas,

who were b lack,  might
havc bcen k i l lcd for  bc ing

involved in  thc murdcr  of

Mr Cr ís t ina,  who was

w h i t e .
Statemcnts by MNR

d e f e c t o Í s  s i n c e  t h e n

di f íer  in  deta i l  about  the

W,h@ kffiffiffiwd
MNffi's ffiwffi
Fermamd@str
F'0Gtus

t h r e e  m u r d e r s .  B u t  a l l

agree that  the t l r rce d icd

bccausc of  in ternal  South

Afr ican-MNR t l isputes.

M r  P 3 u l o  O Ì i v e i r a ,  a
l e a d i n g  m e m b c r  o f  t h e
M N R  w h o  d c t e c t e d  t o
the Mozambican Gov-
e r n m e n t  l a s t  m o n t h  t o l d
repor ters that  Mr Cr is t i -
na was murdered by the
w h i t e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n

a u t h o r i t i e s  b e c a u s e  h e
h a d  o u t l i v e d  h i s  u s c f u l -
Í ìess.

O n c  o f  t h e  B o m b a s
w a s  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  S o u t h
Afr icans,  sa ic l  Mr Ol i -
v e i r a ,  t h e  o t h c r  b y  t h e
M N R  w h i l e  h e  w a s  i n
M o z - a m b i q u e  o n  a
n Ì i s s l o  n .

M N R  w a t c h e  r s  i n  M a -
p u t o  a g r e c  t h a t  t h e  m a n
rvho enrerged from the
C r i s t i n a - B o n r b a  a l l a i r  i n
a  s t r o r ì g c r  p o s i t i o n  t h a n
ever  was Mr Evo Fer-
nandcs.  [ ]e  was appoint -
cd to rcp lacc Mr Cr is t ina
as sccrc larv gcnera l .

Yiew
F o r  s o m e  y e a r s ,  M r

F c r u a n d c s ,  a  ( ì o a n  w i t h

P o r t u g u e s c  n a t r 0 n a l i t y ,

seemed to be t lo ing wel l ,

e l o q u e n t l y  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e

M N R ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t o

i n t c r n a t i o n a l  n e w s  o r g a -

n isat ions f rom his  base in

Portugal .
T h c  M o z a m b i c a n

G o v e r n m e n t  c x P r e s s c d

i ts  d isp leasure to the

P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,

arguing that  Mr Fernan-

des was speaking on be-

hal f  o f  a  South Afr ican-

backcd tcr ror is t  organi -

sat ion.  Por tugal  rcp l icd

that  i t  could not  act
against  Mr Fcrnandes

b e c a u s e  h c  w a s  n o t

breaking Por tugucse law.

T h c n ,  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e ,

Mr Fernandes c:eased to

be a propagancla prob-

lern for  Moz,ambique.  In

l9 t tó  he was dentoted to

head oÍ '  the MNR's re-

search depar tment .

I n  N o v e n t b e r  1 9 8 7 ,

t l rere wcre nrore myste-

r ious deaths,  th is  t ime in

M a l a w i .  T h c  v i c t i m s ,

s c n i o l  M N R  o l l l c i a l s  M r

J o a o  A t a i d e  a n d  M r  M a -

t c u s  L o p e s ,  a l l e g e d l Y

cl ied in  a t ra f f ic  acc ident .

lJoth were said io  be c lose

t r >  t h e  M N [ ì  p r e s i d e n t ,

Mr Afonso Dhlakatna.

O t h c r  r e p o r t s  -  n o t -

t h a t  t h e  n r c n  h a d  b c c n
m u r d c r c < J  a n d  t h a t  t h c i r

c l r  h a d  l a t c r  b c e n  b u l l -

dozed to s inru late anr

acc i t len l .
When Mr Patr lo  Ol i -

ve i ra deíècted he said he

l rad heard ind i rcct Ìy  that

he might  be the next  v ic-

t i r n  o f  i n t e r n e c i n e  M N R

vio lence.
Ear ly  last  month,  jouÍ -

nal is ts  in  l r ' Íaputo rc-

ceived copics of  a  c i r -

cu lar ,  typed on MNR

headed note paper .  accu-

s i n g  M r  D h l a k a m a  o [

sabotaging the organisa-

t i o n .

T h e  c i r c u l a r ,  p o s t c d  i n

t h e  L i s b o n  s u b u r b  o f

Amadora,  camc l iom a

grot rp descr ib ing thenr-

selvcs as "vetera l ìs  ( ) [  Re-

namo".  Thcy accusccl  Mt

D h l a k a m a  o f  b c i n g  a

" t r a i t o r  a n c l  f a i t h t u l

henchman of  Pretor ia"

w h o  w a s  t r y i n g  t ( )  t t l r n

t h c  M N R  i t r t o  " : r  g a t l g  o f

b a n d i t s  a n d  P i l l a g c r s " .
1 ' h e  c i r c u l a r  w a s  u l l -

s i g n e d  a n d  m a n v  n c w s

organisat ions decl ined to

p u b l i s h  i t .  A f t e r  t h e

d c : r t l t  o f  M r  Ì ì c r t r a t t d c s ,

h r > r v c v e r ,  j o u l n a l i s t s  r n

Maputo are rcading i t

a g a i n  w i t h  r e n r ' w c d  i n -

teÍcst .
O n c  p a r a g r a P h  s : t i d :

a b l y  i n  t l r c  L o n t l o r r -
based newsÌcLter Á.frica
( ' t t r tJ idcnt iu l  -  r r l lcgc. l

" S c r v i r r g  l r i s  S o r r t h  A l r i -

c a r ì  n ì a s t c r s ,  D h l a k a r n a

I r a s  g o n e  a s  l a r  a s  d c l i b c -
r a t e l y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  Ì i c s
aborr t  c)ur  f r ic r r r ls  rn
Portugal .  Ì Ic  f r r rc ib l l  rc-

move<J our  brothcr  Evo
I ìernandcs,  Renamo scc-

rc tary gcncra l ,  t lcpr ivcd

Jorgc Corrc ia oÍ '  h is  cre-

c l c n t i a l s  i n  W e s t c r n

E u r o p c  a n d  p u s h c d  a s i d e

a  n u m b c r  o f  o u r  b r o t h c r s

who scrvcd t l ìc  nìovc-

mcnt  fa i th fu l ly . "

Mr Jorge Corrc ia is

a n o t h e r  M N R  o Í l ì c i a l  i n

P o r t u g a l  w h o s e  s t a r  h a s

w a n c d .  A  f o r m c r  M N R

s p o k c s m a n ,  h e  r v a s  c x -

pc l led f rorn thc organi -

sât lon n lore than a ycar

ago.  -  Sapa-Rer, r ter .

DEFECTED:  A i r  lo rce  p i lo t  Bomba.


