
Staff Reporter
THE murder in Portu-
gal of Evo Fernandes,
the best known propa-
ganda voice of Mozam-
b ique ' s ,  a rmed  ban -
dits, focuses attention
on the violent internal
power struggles which
have been characteris-
t ic  o f  th is  sur rogate
movement since South
Africa inherited it from
R h o d e s i a  i n  M a r c h
1980.

A one drne secretary-
generaÌ of the Mozam-
b i q u e  N a t l o n a l  R e s l s -
t a u c e .  F e r n a n d e s  w a s
f o u n d  s h o t  d e a d  o n  a
roadslde near Lisbon la-st
Thursday.

F e r n a n d e s  d l s a P '
p e a r e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s
w'eekend, Ìured to 

"tt 
aP'

pointment, his wife said'
by someone clairning to
repr€sent the l\toz.ambl'
can authoritles. The Àlo'
z a m b l q u e  e m b n s s Y  i n
Llsbon ha-s dcnicd send'
t n g  a n y  e r u i s s a r l e s  t o
meet him. I l ls wife con'
firmed that he h:rd been
threa tened recent ly  bY
other MNR facdons.

Factions
There  has  been f r l c .

' tion and kllllngs benveen
fac(ions fìghtinq for con'
tr'ol of the ÌftNR' repre.
sentlng two grouPs with
ties ln the Uni(ed St:r(es
and France on tlre onc
hand and South Africa
and lVes t  GermanY on
the other.

Tn 'o  p rominent  l \ tn -R
officlals werc kllled ln
ìf talawi last November,
allegedly- in a "cat acci-
dent". I lut contradictor]
s t o r i e s  e m e r g i n g  f r o m
Ììlalawi at the time suq-
gested that Joao da Si lva
Atalde, a former ambas-
sador  ln  Por tuga l  rvho
defected to l ì ÍNR in 1982,
and ìÌíateus Lopes had
becn murdered.

At first it rras denied
thât theÍ€ had be'en a c:rr
acc ldent .  Then o f f i c ia l
sources  admi t ted  thcre
had been an accident but
denled that I t  Involvcd
bantllt leaders. ['inally it
was adnütted that Ataide
a n d  L o p e s  h a d  d i e d
'.rvhen thcir car collided
w'ith a petrol tanlier",

A n o t h e r  s e n i o r  Ì \ t N R
off icial in Portugal, Parr-
Io OUveira, r lho h:rd bcen
a  d c p u l y  t o  F e r n a l r d e s
a n d  c l o s e l v  a s s o c i : r t c d

wlth úe other two Íled to
Ìì tozambique ln March,
a c c e p t i n g  t h e  g o v e r n -
merrt's amnesty.

O l l v e l r a .  l i k e  F e r -
nandes a Portuguese citi-
zen, sald he belleved that
h e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e
elirninated.

At a Press conference
In llÍnputo on l!írrch 23
Olivelra described a porï-
er struggle for control of
t h e  N t N R .  O n e  g r o u p ,
whlch he referred to :rs a
'"lVashin gton-Paris axis",
was tr''ing to break the
monopoly control exer-
cised over the IìINR Ìry
the South Africans and
by "a t'ery strtng a,ris be-
trveen Pretorla and Bonn
which norv h:us a gìeíìt
deal of control over Íhe
arrned Folrp RenÍLmo".

Negotiat ions
.  

l l t e m b e r s  o f  t h e  U S
c o n n e c t i o n  i n c l u d e
r i g h t - w l n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s
s u c h  a s  t h e  l l e r i t a g e
Foundation and Free t lre
E : r g l e ,  h e  s a l d .  l ' h e l r
str ' : Ì l ( ìp ls to t l :v to rì is-
t a n c e  t h e  l l l N I t  f r o m
apartheid so as to gain
internation:ü credibi l i ty
and to trJ,- to pressurise
the iìÍoz-arnbirlue goverrr-
mr :n t  in to  negot la ( ions .

I l o r v e v e r ,  p r e s s r r r e
f r o m  t h e s e  U S  i n s ( i ( u '
t ions has generated con'
t r n d i c t i o n s  r v i t h i n  t l t e
lflNR "benveen the reprc.
s e n t e t l o n  l n  L l s b o n .
w h i c h  l s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y
the South Africans, and
t h e  r e p r e s e n t : ì t i o n  l n
l V a s h i n g t o n " ,  . O l i v e i r n
s:rid.

Ataide, Lopes and Oli '
veira were :ü associated
w i t h  t h e  " \ l ' a s h i n g t o n -
Paris axis". Fernandes,
l v h o m  O l l v e i r a  s a i d .
"never expected to bring
the  conf l l c t  to  an  cnd bu t
g:rmbled on a perpctuÍì-
t ion of the rvar" in l ine
r t ' i t h  S o u t h  A f r i c : r ' s
plans, h:rd lrce n l ìrmly nl-
l ied  rv i th  (he  Pre tor i : r -
Bonn group.

l ' e r n a n d e s ,  o f  G o : r n
parentage and a lawlcr
by tralning, had a long
h is to ry  o f  oppos i t ion  to
l l loz-ambi clrre's I  ibc rat ion
Í r t r u g g l e  a n d  l n d c p e n -
dcncc from l)ortuqaì. l le

police ln Ileira ln tlre co-
lontal era and, according
to FreÌirno souÍEes, $'as a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f e a r e d
Portuguese secrct pol ice,
Interna(ional Pol ice for
the l)efence of the State
(PrDE).

lÍe became admlnlstra-
tor of t l re nervspaper No-
t l c l a s  d e  B e l r a ,  w h l c h
rvas orvned by Jorge J:rr-
dirn, godson of the late
Portuguese fasclst dicta-
tor, Antonio Salazar. Fer.
nandes was ousted by the
jounr:üsts a few months
after the Apri l  1974 coup
d'etat ln Portugal.

l le f led to Portugal on
Sep(embcr  23  1976.  he
s:úd l l Íer, :r f ter r.eceiving
a  w : r r n i n g  t h a t  " s o m e
mil i tnry nc(ion nray st; ìr t
and l t  rvorr ld bc snfer to
get : lway" .

Warned
Tlre c:rller, fronr rvhat

u'as t lren Sal- isbrrry, rras
O r l a n d o  C r i s t i n a .  Í ì r r t
secret:Lrr '-gencral of the
Ì f tN l t .  

' l  l re  n r l l l t : r rv  ac-
t l o n  a b o u t  w h i c : h  h e
w:rrned rv:r.s the srart of
t l r c  b : r n d i t  a c ( i v l t v
a g a i n s t  F r e l i m o  a n ã
Z:rnu, orgal ised and di-
rec(ed  br '  (he  I ì l rodes ien
C e n t r : r l  I n t e l l i g c n c e
Org:rnisation.

A n d r e  l l l a t s a n g a i z a ,
t l re  Í ì rs t  leadcr  o f  rhe
R h o r l e s i a n  s u r r o g r ì t e

zarnbican forces on Octo-
bcr 17 1979. I tre CIO
then appo in ted  Afonso
Dhlnkama as his rcplace-
ment and the serluence
o f  i n t e r n a l  k l l l i n g s ,  o f
rvhich Fernandes is cer.
tainly the latest l'lctim,
b e g a n a l m o s t
lrnmediately.

l fhny key bnndlt lcad"
ers did not accept Dhla.
ka.ma and his own u'ords
record this fact in docu-
m e n t s  c a p t u r e d  I n  D e -
cember l98l rvhen Fre-
l i m o  f o r c e s  o v e r r a n  a
bandit base at G:u':rgrra
in Ì\Íozannbique's lllanica
province. "Some of 3iour"
Dhl:ü:rrna is rccorded as
s a y i n g ,  " g c t  a n d  m a k e
av:rilalrle drugs to ass:Ls-
s i n a t c  r n e  i n  o r r l e r  t o
talie nry pl:rce."

[, lscrvhcrc in the Gara- ,
g u a  d o c u m e n t s ,  D h l a -
kanra sa1's in a rcport he
g : ì v e  o n  N o v e m b e r  I
I  9 8 O :  " Ì \ Í a n y  f l g l r t e r s
diet l  this year, inclrrding
conrnr:rnders rnt l  other
he:rds, and oÍlrcru rvere
mtinred lnd cripplcd -
al l  bccause of a porver
stnrggle."

Ì\Iurderous
One o f  Í l re  e : r r l v  v ic -

t lms in  t l re  b :u rd i l s ' r ì l r r r -
der< l t rs  in (e rn : r l  pou ' ( ' r
stnrggle rvas l l l t .  Sel indlr-
e d r r c a t c d L u c n s
l\ l l r langa, t l re peson the

ferred to Dhlakuna. But
the South Africans rvant-
ed Dhlakama, whom úey
rvcre told lacked charac-
ter :rnd leaderchip qual i-
t i e s ,  r v l r l c h  r n e a n t  h e
rvould not threaten Fre.
t o r i a ' s  c o n t r o l  a n d
objectives.

Cristin:r, also n Portu-
grr(:se cit izen, wáls mur-
dered at an iltNR base
Ì r e a r  P r e t o r i a  i n  A p r i l
1983. In the rvake of his
deatlr.  trvo othcr senior
MNR o f l ì c ia ls ,  Boaven-
tura and Âtlriano Bomba,
"dis:rpperrtd".

Trvo vears later, the Jo-
h n n n e s b u r g  S t a r  n e l r s -
p:ìper rcported t lrat Boa-
vcÌÌtur:r l lomba had been
ki l led at the sanre Ìì ÍNR
tr:rse ns Crist ina. Âdriano
ll<lnrtra, rvho had tlcfect-
ed to South Africa from
Ì ì Í o z a m b i q u e  i n . I u l y
l98 l  in  a  l \ Í iG  Í i sh te r
p lane,  h : rd  been e l i rn i -
natcd at the ì l lNR Goron-
g o s a  b l s e  i n
l l Íoz:rnrbi <1ue.

ìVlro ki l l t :d l-ernandes,
Ì \ Íh lang: r ,  Cr is t ina ,  the
Bonrb:r brrrt l rers, A(âidc,
Lopcs, arld manl '  othcrs
m Í ì y  n c v e r  b e  k n o r v n .
But. givcrr South Afr ic:r 's
krrorrn corìtrol ovcr the
Ìì lNR antl  the irrelevance
in real ternls of odrer ex-
tenrd forccs, the suspi-
cion is ( lr :r t  their ser-r ' ices
w  e r e  t e r m i n a t c , l  b f '
Pre(or in .
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