
Mozambican rebel oÍficial's bodv found outside Lisbon
f . l s l ìoN.  I )o r ruga l  (A I ) )  -  Thc

brxlv of l toz:rmhican rcbcl off icial
l ' I 'o l"clnantlcs \ t 'üs found ycsterday
bcsrdc  a  c í )u r ì l r ] '  r r ta t l  ou ts idc  l , i s -
Ìx rrr.  l ìru r d;rvs rr l  tc r his tvi fc rc;xrrtct l
hc  r t l s  k i t J r rappcd a f tc r  n tce t ing  a
l l lozanrhican sccurit ! '  agcnt. pol ice
sa id .

A tclcvision lcportcr at the sccne
*rid l \ l r :  h'crnandcs appcarcd to have
bccn shot  in  thc  hcad.

' l ' hc  
{ { - r ' car=o ld  v ic t im \ t 'as  a

l ì r u n d c r  a n d  f o r m c r  s c c r c t a r y -
gcno 'a l  o [  lhc  Ik lzambiquc  Nat iona l
l Ìcsistancc. also kn<)lt 'n by' thc Portu-
gucsc act 'olr) 'mn RENAì\IO, tvhich
has  bccn f igh t i r rg  a  guer r i l l a  war
s incc  1977 to  topp lc  thc  Ì \ ía rx is t  gov-
c rnrncr ì l  o f  À lozambiqc .

I\ loz.anrhiuuc. on lhc sotrthcast
coas t  o í  Â Í r i ca  and rv r th  a  Jxrpu la Ì ion
o l 'mr l rc  lhan l " l  m i l l i on .  ga inc t l  indc-

lrcnrícnt:c frrrnr Porlugal in 197.5.
Flstcvrrrl r\tl li:r no IÌrl ica rpo, o\\'ncr

r l f  a tvirtdnri l l  ncarhr' .  found l \ ' l r .  h'cr-

nandes'body in undcrgrorvth about
l5 fcct from a country road north of
Cascais. 20 milcs west of Lishon.
rvhcrc the rebcl off icial l ivcd. pol icc
sa id .

The mill owner said lvlr. F'ernan-
des'hcad was covered with what ap-
peared to be a hood or a shirt.

Police had sought Mr. Fernandcs
since his wifc said he disappeared
after dining at a Cascais restaurant
Sunday night rvi th a man she said
\r 'as an agcnt of the Mozambican se-
cur i t y  po l i cc .

Yvctte l-ernandes said the man.
rvhom shc idcnti f icd as Alexandre
Xav ic r  Chagas.  and an  un ident i f ied
malc companion mct Mr. l 'crnandes
Io  d iscuss  Sx lss ib lc  pcacc  ta lks  be-
twccn thc rcbcls and thc l \{ozlm-
bicarr govcrnmcnt.

lAgcncc l ' rancc-Prcsse quotcd
IVlrs. Fernandcs as saying her hus-
band lcft  handwrit ten notcs about a

sccret delegation sent to the Portu-
guese capital by Mozambican Pres-
ident Joaquim Chissano.

l ldcnt i f ied wi th RENAMO's hard-
l inc "mi l i tary"  wing,  the former
spokesman was not popular with re-
bel "peacemakers" based in Wash-
ington. she reportedly said.l

Mr. Fernandes was secretary-
general of RENAMO from 1983 to
198ó. He was later demoted to head
of the guerril las' rescarch depart-
ment. but observers said hç re-
mained an influential f igure within
the group.

In February 1987. Paolo Oliveira,
RENAMO spokesman in Lisbon, an-
nounced Mr. Fernandes' demotion
and said Mr. Fernandes was being
removed from the group's National
Council and relegated to lhe status
of ordinary member.

The rebel gnoup accused Mr. Fer-
nandes of issuing false information.
misappropriating funds. pnomoting

h imse l f  and c r r :a t ing  d iv is ions
wi th in  the  organ iza t ion .

lÀlr.  0l iveira. who defectct l  from
RENAMO las t  month .  lo ld  a  p ress

confercncc in Maputo rrn March 2.1
that in mid-1987. Ir{r.  l trnandcs rc-
turned to promincnce in the move'
ment. thc French news agency said.

lMr .  O l ive i ra  a t t r ibu ted  th is  to
South Afr ican pressure. al lcging
that he was trustcd there and s'as

one of the people used by Prcloria to

Suarantee South Afr ican control
over the rebels.

lMr. Oliveira dcscribcd a powcr

struggle for control of RIINAi\I0 bc-
tween what he cal lcd a "Prctoria-

Bonn axis" and a "\Vashington'Paris

axisl '  AF? said. I
A Portugucsc busincssman. Ì \ ' lan-

ue l  Sacramcnto  ( ìuac lcnc io .  sa id
Ìvíonday Ìhat Mr. Chagas brought l l l r .
l -crnandes to his off ice and asked
him to help arrange a secret location
for talks about a possible reconcili-

ation bctrveen rebels and govcrn'
ment.

The official Mozambican news
agcncy AlÌvÍ said T[esdaY no one
namcd Alexandrc ChaSas workcd
for the Moz.ambican sccurity pctlice.
AIM quotcd unidcntificd observers
in Mozambique's capital, Maputo, as
saying lr'lr. l'ernandes' disappear'
ance probably was the result of "in-
ternal conflicts that have wracked"
RENAMO.

The Mozambican Embassy in Lis-
bon on l\Íonday denied involvement
in any kidnapping. Third Secrctary
l'crnando Abcl said. "We have no
knou'lcdgc oí this."

Portugal's forcign . minister. Joao
dc Deus Pinhciro. yesterday con-
dcmncd thc kil l ing of Mr. Fernan-
dcs.

RENAMO reportcdly wbs set up
by the secret police of what was then
Rhodesia in 1977. South Africa re-
placed Rhodesia as the rebels'back-

ers rvhen Rhodcsia became black'
luled Zimbabwe in l9tt0.

M r .  ! ' e r n a n d e s  h c a d e d  a
delcgation that rcprescnted the reb'
cls in unsuccessful peace talks with
Nlozambique's Í'rclimo governmenl
in Prctoria. South Africa in 1984.
Ear l icr  that  year.  South Afr ica
agreed to halt aid to the rebels after
signing a mutual non-aggression
pact with Mozambique. The white'
led Pretoria government denies
Mozambican charges it still sup-
ports RENAMO despite lhe accord.

The Mozambican army is backed
by troops from neighboring Zim-
babwe. Thnzania and Malawi.

Mr. l'ernandes' predecessor qs
RENAMO secretary-general. Or'
lando Cristina, was assasinated in
April 1983 in the Pretoria area. Some
relnrts attributed the murder to fac'
tional struggles within the rebels.
RENAMO blamed Mozambican sc.
curity agents.

Mr. l'ernandes. a Portuguese citi-
zen. was twice married and had six
children.


