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Dear comrades and friends,

in this letter we enclose an interview with Evo Fernandez, MNR:s representative

in Lisbon. The interview is done by two scandinavian journalists.

The mayor part of the interview was recorded. (p 1 -~ 15) The final part is

taken from notes (p 16 - 17).

The interviww gives a picture of the MNR ideology and how they legitimate
themselves. The figures and the information can not be seen as anything else
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Interview with Evo Fernandes, Mogambique National Resistance, in
Lisbon 1983-04-04.

Fernandess: I think that the most important thing is not the econcmical
relztionship between the Scandinavian countries - including Finland -
and Mogambique, but the political links between those countries and my
country. Sweden and Finland are democratic countries and I cannot
understand why they are so strongly supporting and sponsoring Frelimo’s
dictatorship - ruthless dictatorship. In Mogambique there are no rights
of ctitisism of the governmentj no right of building political parties
with the right to have their own beliefs, the traditional customs are
completely destroyed in Mogambigue. The traditional values are completely
destroyed. The right of worship is also forbidden in flogambique. How can
countries with democratic backgraunds like the north European countries
support politically a country, a regime like the Mogambiquan regime.

What we are doing now is not only fighting against a dictatorship, but
we are fighting to build a democratic regime in 'ogambique. This is what
we really want in Mogambique. We want democracy with a multiparty system,
with a president elected by peoprle, with'a parliament elected by people
in fair and periodical elections. Everything that does not exist now in
Mogambique. Why are we fighting in Mogambique? Because when a country

and a people loses everything, even the few rights that were respected
by the Portugese rulers, a country which loses everything now under the
communist dictatorship,people felt that the only way to restore their

own rights is to fight against this regime. And we are fighting now
against Samora Yachel’s regime, because we felt that our traditional
values were completely destroyed. We had our xmm own tribal chiefs. They
were arrdsted or they were murdered. Our political leaders were also
arrested by Frelimo and they were shot dead by firing squads. We do not
have the right to 2o to another place in Mogambique withnut an
authorization from the government. And we cannot allow this to happen

in Mogambique. We fought during 10 years against the colonial rulers, not

to change one dictatorship by another dictatorship.

Qaestion: You said that Mogambique lost everything, including those
rights which were respected by the portugese. Which rights do you

mean?

P

go to another place to live in Mogambique. This is not allowed by the

The right of worship, the right to choose a profession, the right to

.o

present regime. And even now this is something special. Before, under -

the colonial rule, we could go to any shop to buy things. But now...
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«eoe a black or a white could go to any shop to buy what he wanted -
but now we cannot go because there are no things. But the foreigners
have their special shops for them, and the Frelimo officers have their
own shops but we have not. Now we have discrimination, political

discrimination and national discrimination that we did not have before.

Q: What about the background of the MMNR? Is this an organization
that has any history also during the colonial time of when was it

created?

F: During the colonial time Frelimo was the sole political force in
Mogambiaue because we saw Frelimo as the movement against the colonial
rule to get an independence. But after 1975 Frelimo became a political
party - a communist political party - and through the convention of the
third congress of Frelimo, Frelimo was no more a national movement.
That was in 1975. Frelimo became a communist party, forbidding or not
accepting peoples rights. Then members - commanders who fought under
Frelimo against the portugese colonial ﬁower - did not accept this change
in Frelimo and they wanted to create a new political wing against
Frelimo to pxxuxi pursuit the first aim Frelimo had in the 60s, to free
the country from the Bortugese. But to free the country means to create
a democracy in Mogambigue. And they (rebuked?) against the Frelimo one
party system and wanted to create a pluralistic system in Mogambique.
This was the reason why they defected Frelimo and they created in 1977
MNR.

Q: Who were those peopnle?
F: They were dissenters from Frelimo.
Q: People who had been fighting with Frelimo?

F: They were fighting with Frelimo during the colonial time and then in
1977... In December 1975, six months after our independence. some
commanders tried a mapm coup against Frelimo. It was in Maputo. But this
coup was destrpyed and they ran away and they tried to create a new

political movement and it was MNR.
Q: Can you give the names of some people?

F: Yes. Our first commander in chief and the first president was Andrea
Matadi Matandeza (?).



3

Q: Did he hold some kind of position inside Frelimo before or what
¥ind of person is this?

F: The military commanders? These two ran away from Frelimo and they were
responsible for the creation of MVR. Andrea Matadi(?) was our first
president. He was killed in 17th October 1979 when our forces tried to
attack the town of Gorongosa in Mogambique. After that the second
commander was elected as our president and he still is our prexident,
Mtoso(?) Dlahkana.

Q¢ Does MNR have some kind of statutes, some rules for the organization

which are possible tonreceive?

F: Yes, I can send it to you. You give me your address and I can send it
to Sweden tomorrow morning. We have our program, our political program,

and we have our statutes for the movement.

Q: I only have the experience reading about MNR as a military

organisation, but how do you function politically inside Mogambique?

F: There is no military actions withour political option. To fight we must
know why to fight, what for to fight. Then we have our own political
reasons to fight. The first one is the fundamental reason; we think that
it is very important to respect cur trzditional values in Mogambique. We
cannot destroy them like Frelimo want to do in Mogambigue, to create the
new society, the new mam. Society and traditional values will evaluate
with our economical, social evolution but we cannot destroy that and
create a vacuum to build a new society like Machel wants to do. It is not
possible. Then we think that we have to respect, we must respect our
traditional values. And second we want to create a free societl where
people can discuss all the problems, because all of them -~ all of us -
are citizens in Mogambigue. We have the right to belong to this party

or to that party, to accept the government of to criticéze the government.
And to fight against the govermment through legal terms inside parties

or as individuals. These two aims are our main aims@ tradition - the
respect for traditions - and the free society. And this means also that
we do not want (collective?) systems in Mogambique. We want a free
enterprise system in Mogambicue. Some sectors of our emonomy must remain
under government hands like hafbours, railway systems, (long run?) air
system and so on, and the cehtral bank. But everything except this must
be under private hands. These two ideas are our main ideas in the

political field. We have our political organization and now we already



have our shadow government to rep}ace Prelimo as soon as possible. Now we
are some 40 km away from Maputo city. We are in Marracuene north of
Maputo. We are in the district and it is not possible now to go from
Maputo to.Marracuene or from Maputo to (Manisa?), 70 km north from

Maputo.
Q: And where does the shadow government sit?

F: If we were a government in exile we should need a seat. But a shadow
government does not need a seat. We have exiled people from Mogambique
in Europe, in the States, in Africa and we joined them in March to create
the shadow government. Now we have people to replace the government. We
have people whe are studying the problems for the next stage when we win.
We do not need to have them toghether all the time, we have to join them

only sometimes to discuss the problems and to create spirits of team.

Q: Do you belong to it?

I

Yes I belong to it, of course.
Q: And what is your 2portfolio"?

P: I am just the... in French "pivot"... I am putting the bits and bits

together. I am the dynamizer of this shadow government.
Q: And who is the head of it?

F: The dynamizer has all the responsibility in this government. But hhis
does not mean that I am the head. This only means that I am the
responsible. I belong to the national committee and I have above me the

general secretary and the president.

Q: The president you told about before, is this the political
president or is it the military president? You said that those
Persons had been commandants in Frelimo. But I think that a political
strategy is very different from a military strategy, that means

something more than military actions.

F: No, we have two different kinds of political actions. The first one is
about, nowadays, inside Mogambique, what to do with people we liberate,
what to do to control the areas where we are. This is (...7) of political
activity. To organize people in the country, we liberate it from Frelimo,
But the shadow government is not linked to this stage, it is linked to
the next stage, after the liberation. After the (whole?) libderation.



Because now, what we have to do is to distribute books to the students,

to create our hospitals, to organize people to give us the help we need,
like to recruit people - new soldiers, to recruit people to cazmry the
ammunition and weapons from one side to the other side, to hide our people
to receive information and so on. This is one kind of political activity,
because people will only help us if they understand very well what MNR’s
aims are. And the next stage is not this =~ it is how to organize all the
country after the victory. The shadow government has nothing to do with

the situation just today but they are preparing the government of tomorrow.

Qs Do you mean that you have liberated areas?

I

We have liberated areas, yes.
Q: Where?

F: We have liberated areas ih Gaza, in Inhambane, in Sofala, in Manica,

in Tete, in Zambezia... (Points out at the map.) We are fighting in these
areas... These are the arezs where we are fighting now. All these zones.
And Frelimo cannot go from here ~ Maputo, the capital - to there, (Barrou?)
or to Xai Xai or to Inhambane. It is impossible. The main roads are
completely under our control. And they cannot fight there. What Frelimo

is doing now, they are trying to defend this area. Because they understand
that who (owns?) the capital is the legitimate government of Mogambique.
Like in Cambodja ten years ago, Lon Nol was the last?of Phnom Penh but all
the country was under the Khmer Rouges, the Red Khmers‘control. But he

was accepted as the legal government because he got the capital. And now
they are trying to defend Maputo and we are going against Maputoi And

we {will enter into?) Maputo. And in these areas we have our completely

liberated areas.

Q: But they are not equal to the whole provinces? Like in Gaza, you
don’t mean that you hold the whole of Gaza?

F: Like in any guerilla war there are some (access?) where the government
can go and can go up and down. They can try to go from Maputo to Xai Xai
but in military convoys. But they are (ambushed?) by us. But they cannot
stay in these zones. They can go into these zones but they cannot stay

there.

Q: So you mean that (....?) &£ of Gaza is under your control?
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F: Yes, of course the towns 'are not under our control but we do not want
the spots. We don‘t want specific areas under our control. We prefer that
Xai Xai, the zxap capital of Gaza, is under Frelimos control, because
they are forced to go to Xai Xai with military convoys and we are ready to
attack the convoys when we want. A guerilla war never wants to conquer
the towns, the towns belong to the government. But we are in the bush, we
are around the town and the town cannot work, because we are arownd it,
(seizing?) the town,

Q¢ From Frelimo’s point of view I suppose they should not say that
this is liberated area, they would say that it is maybe affected
area. Isn’t that right?

F: Yes, they say that these are affected areas. But why does not Frelimo
invite foreign journalists to go there and visit the areas? Frelimo SEys
that we are terrorists, but how could we be terrorists? If we were
terrorists people could not give us support. Frelimo accuses us to kill
villagers, to cut the ears and the lips and the noses and we are
terrorizing people. But this is completely against a guerilla philosophy.
To get people”s support we have to be kind to the people and we must be
understood by people. We cannot do anything. We cannot harm people,

we must rely on people’s support.

Q¢ In Sweden we have seen pictures in the papers of what you are
telling about; cut-off noses and lips and so on. But you mean that
* this is false?

P: Yes, it is completely a fake. It is not trye. And if it was true, why
afe they not interviewed by foreign journalists? Frelimo could do iti And
Frelimo sometimes say that they arrested some terrorists. Why they do

not allow them to be interviewed by foreign Journalists? They always keep
them withour connection with foreign journalists. Why? Because they know
that they could say the truth.

Q: But what are your methods of warfare? For example when you attack
a convoy.'What'do you do? Do you take prisoners of war? What do you
do with the people who are going with that convoy?

F: Frelimo soldiers don’t want to fight. This is one of the reasons why

we sprezd so fast our activities. In 1981 we were only affecting Sofala and
Manica provinces, but in the last two years we are affecting Zambezia,
Tete, Gaza, Inhambane and even Maputo provinces. Because Frelimo soldiers
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do not believe in the government. They have no moral to fight against
people, because MNR is really people with weapons.

Qs But that is not an answer to my question...

F3 And this is the reason why they do not fight us. When we attack a
convoy some Frelimo soldiers die during the operation and ofhers join us.
We do not kill feople because we think that Frelimo’s soldiers, they are
not in the army to fight against us but because they are forced to Join
the army. Differently than in Sweden where you have a volunteer army,

in Mogambique there is a... a draft army. They are forced to join the
army for two or three years, and we understand that. They are not against
us, but to live they must join the army. Then when we have prisoners

they join us against Frelimo and this is the reason why in a short period
wfwe have now 13 000 soldiers_in Mogambique. Did I answer you? If you have
more questions about it§ please do it.

Q: When you say that the Frelimo picture about what is happening in
Mogambique is a propagande picture, do you also mean that all those
cooperantes - there are many cooperantes in Mogambique, as far as

I know - are joining Frelimo in the view of what is happening in the
country?

F: There are two kinds of cooperantes. You have Swedes in Manica prévince.
They are in (Bandula?) near the Zimbabwe border. We never made anything
against your precense in Bandula. You are constructing the factory. 3ut
when Sergio Vieira, who is now the Minister of Agriculture, said that he
wanted to distribute weapons among the people to fight against us, then

we (expelled?) the Swedes from Bandula. But we never made angthing against
the Swedes. This is one kind of cooperantes. People sponsored by their own
governments to industrialize the countiry or help the economical fields in
the country. But there are other cooperantes who are only individuals, And
they want to earn more than they earn here in Europe for instance. And
they go there, And we have nothing against them too. Sometimes we detain
some cooperzhtes in Mogambique, but not because weare against them, because
after a short period we release them in Zimbabwe or in Malawi or in Zambia,
release these people without negotiation because they are not... we do not

kidnap people and we do not want to make anything bad against these people.

Qs But why do you detain them?



F: We detain them because the war is not only a military war, it is a
general war and this means that the policital field, economical field,
social field and propagandea field is included in any war now. When we
make a war we make a (whole?) war against the enemy, and if we allowed
Frelimo to keep its economy going on they could get money to fuel their
military actions. If we destroy the ecnomical activity, then Frelimo is
not able to support the war against usi This is (....?). And this is

a good way to avoid Frelimo to have the resources to keep the war going

on.

Q: Soyou mean that your organization does not want to see cooperantes

in Mogambique?

F: Not now. We do not want cooperants in Mogambique. We do not kill them

but we take them to the border and release them on the border.

Q: There have been military activities also in the north of Mogambiqgue,
in Zambezia province, as you said. But there I know that there is

an organization called Fresamo, that has given interviews. I do not
remember the name of that person but he meant that this is activities
of Fresamo and not activities of MNR. And also that they are not at

all collaborating with MNR.

F: Of course not. And we are not collaborating with Fresamo because Fresamo
is Frelimo’s puppet. Frelimo created Fresamo only to divide the
Mogambiquans, because Fresamo does not exist. They have no actions. If
they had actions they could say where they have sctions. But MNR is zbge
to say any time we did this actdon, that action, in this periecd in this
place. We did it. 4nd we can spy where we did it znd when we did it.
Fresamo never say that, We have the army, the fighting and they give to
me a2ll the informations to release to the press. But Fresamo never was
able to do it. Because they have no army, they have only propaganda. But
why are they doing it? Because they are supported by Frelimo, they want
to divide the Mogambiquans to make confusion, they want to destroy the
idea that MNR is the sole unifying organization in Mogambique. Because
we unite all the Mogambiquans and our (...?) to fight against Frelimo.
And for Samora Machel it would be very nice to see another movement that
is also fighting against Frelimo. Only to make confusion. They do not
exist. What they have done until now - nothing. I can say, and I did it
many times in less than 24 hours, we did i{, we did that we did this and

so on. They never were able to do it.



Q: When yocu say that you a?e working as guerilla, what do you mean
then in the sense of mobilize people politically? We have the
information of MNR as making terrérist actions, sabotage actions,
But a guerilla normally also work with political organizing and

what kind of evidence do you have that you are mobilizing people?

F: We have the evidence of fighting in 9 of 10 provinced of Mocambique.

. T T T
It is impossible to fight without a political mobilization. We eould speak

in Swedish terms. How can you have a military resistance against anybody

in Sweden if you did not believe in something. It was not possible, Tomorrow

the Russians or the Americans invade Sweden, and I believe that you will
fight against them because you have policital feelings to join all the
Swedes togebher against an invador or against a dictatorship. But if you
did not have this common idea you could not fight. This is the reason why¥
we are fighting in Mocgambigue. And in a guerilla war more than in a
classical wx army you need very very much a common political idea without
this political idea,reople have different tribes... like in Mogambique we
have different tribes = they could not join MNR to fight against Frelimo,
because it would be impossible, A guerilla war needs places to hide
material, to hide people, to place the military barracks. They need people
to recruit, to join the army. They need foood, they need water and
everything is given by people. If we did not have political aims, if we

did not have a political status? then it was impossible to fight.

Q: I suppose that still the main part of the population in Mogambigue
is not (liverated?). So what is the message you give to people?
Do you have any slogan, for example, that unite the people® who are

supporting your organization?

P: This is not a problem of slozans, it is a problem of understanding.

I don’t think that we need to be literzte to understand that we really
have the right to live in our own houses and not in communal villages.

We don’t want to be forced to live in communal villages, we donf need

to say slogans, we only need to explain this to people. People understand
that they have their own tribal chiefs and these tribal chiefs are part
of our culture, and they are the first defences of the tribe, and they
understand it very well. They understand that if they want to go to a
different place, they are able fo do it and with Frelimo they are not able
to do it. It is forbidden to live in a different place even to go for a

short period to another place. We have to ask for a special authorization.
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We want to remain with food after the harvest. Frelimo wants everything
from the harvest. But we don‘t want it. We don“t want the communal
villages because the communal villages are something like a robbery, a
public robbery, against people. People produce food, produce harvest, and
then Frelimo comes and say that this is for the state. And people do not
understand this. And ame are against it- and they understand that we

want to give them freedom.

Q: How is this program communicated? Do you have scme kind of

political cadres, political educators?

F: We have political commissars. In the army we have two bodies. One is the
body wi th guerilla fighters, the other one is the politdcal body. And the
politiczl body is commissioned to talk to the people to explain to the
people what our aims are, how can people give support to MNR and what are
our long run aims. Before a (unit is coming?) to a new area to fight
against Frelimo, the politital commissars go there to prepare the political
conditions. This means they go there to explain to the people what we are
fighting for and what they can do to support this fight against Frelimo.
This is the first (trench?) to any military activity in any areaa of
(MR?).

Q: What about the political and material support inside Mogambique?

Who is supporting MNR in the country?

F: In the country I think that everybody is supporting MNR. Even Samora
Machel... He is making so meny mistakes that he is supporting us... But
everybody id suvporting us. And I would like to say that we accept any
elections in any place Machel wants, because we are completely sure that
we will win any fair election in Mogambiaue. We are not afraid of this.,
But Machel is afraid af,this is why he never accepted elections. 3ut we
offer this, any place, in Maputo or in any other place Machel chooses

we will accept elections there.

Q: I do not understand. Donf you want elections in the whole of

=3

Mogambique?

F: No§ ... If Machel chooses a place to make elections - fair elections -
xxx any place, a district, town - anything, any spot of the country we are

able to run 2gainst Machel and we are sure that we will win the elections..

And this is the reason why I say that everybody is with us. And our material -



some parts of our;material - comes from inside because Frelimo doesn not
fight against us, abandon their weapons and we get the weapons and
ammunition for us. When we attack Frelimos military barzacks we take

all the material for us and this is one source of material, to fight
against Frelimo. The other source comes from outside. Because we do

not have factories to produce weapons_then we must get weapons from
outside. But all our material comes from the eastern bloc states. Our

weapons are Soviet made weapons or Soviet-licernsed made weapons.

Q: But how do you mean that you can get weapons from outside?
I suppose that the eastern countries are not supporting you

actually by weapons?

F: If you are interested to buy eastern countries’weapons I can do it
for you. If you want, OK, I can do it for you. It is not very difficult,
because they want hard cash. And we can get hard cash to buy the weapons,
And we buy it. Never a G3 or a (FGN?) weapon was found with our army,
because we have not western weapons with us, only use eastern bloc
weapons. Because if we capture ammunition inside Mogambique we have a
special sort of material, then we must have weavons with which we can

use this ammunition. We do not want to have different sorts of material.
Q: There must be (other?) sources to get eastern bloc weapons?

F: Yes there are the ways to get eastern bloc weapons. And we have these

ways and we use them.

§: To buy weapons is a question of money. And there must be funds
outside Mogambique. I don“t think it would be possible to supply

an army with 13 000 soldiers if you don“t have this,

P: Of course., This is something I cannot answer completely and you must

understand it.’Eggg_ggzgznmenlﬁ_xhigﬁ_axﬂ_suppgrting us give this supportl

discretely and we cs not make -2ny leak about this, we cannot discover all !

these ways unilateraly if they don’t want to do it, because they give

their support under discrete and secretive conditions. We cannot release

it without their authorization. But of course we have outside support.

Q¢ If I say that South Africa plays a big role in this supply, what

is your answer then?

F: Yes... Maputo is receiving all the support they need from South Africa,

and just now the harbour in Maputo is runned by South Africans. The
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railway is runned by South Africans, 80X of the foreign exchange Maputo
receives comes from South Africa. Food comes from South Africa and even
(SNASP?), Machel’s secret police, has periodical meetings with South
African officials. This is an open secret. I think that the most important
ally Maputo has now is Pretoria. Even in colonial times, never Maputo

was so much dependent on South Africa as now.
Q: What is the South African policy about MNR?

F: We do not like the in* :rnal policy of South Africa. We are against
apartheid. We cannot accept apartheid as a policy. Apartheid is not a
policy, it is stupid and ununderstandable thinking. We cannot accept it
to :y and we cannot acceot it in the future. Our people is black people.
Eow could we accept apartheid in South Africa? And by this reason we have
no relationship with South Africa. Zven South Africa needs power from
Cabora Bassa. It is very cheap power. But we destroy it, we have destroyed
the power line since 1980. And until now the power does not go to South
Africa and I know that South Africa is angry with this. And even thé
prices of power in South Africa increased 7 ¥ in November-December last
Year and we know that we are (harming?) §outh Africa with power. And in
the future we will harm South Africa more because we will destroy the
railways from Maputo to South Africa. But we want peace in Mogambique.

We have been in war since 1964 in Mogambique, 19 years of war - of .
permanent war - in Mogambicue. Our country is a mess now. We have nothing
in Mogambigue. We have no food, people are starving now. We have no
(clothes?), we have no roads. We have no economical future in Mogambique.
Then we do not want to pay the bill for developing a situation for racial
accommodation in South Africa. Our first aim is not South Africa, it is
Mog¢ambique. What we want to do is to improve the conditions inside
Mogambique. We dc not want to teach other peoples what to do in their own

countries if our own country is completely a mess, like it is now.

9: There have been sabotage actions in Beira port, sabotage actions
against the pipelines to Zimbabwe énd against the railway to
Zimbabwe. This kind of actions is a pattern that could be made

by South.Africa, economically. Because if you destroy those kinds
of things this wi]l give Mogambique more dependence on South Africa,

as far as I understand?

F: Not made by South Africa, but there is a coinsidence between MNR’s
interests and South African interests. Is that what you mean? It is true

that (Veloso?), the minister of Security, said one year ago - used to _



say - that South Africa was making the war against Frelimo. But during
all these years never any South African soldier was captured by Frelimo.
Never any evidence of South African precense along MNR’s ranks was found
out. Never. And aever anr South African box, ammunition box or something
likxe this, was discovered there.But what is true is that since 1980

the power line from Cabora Bassa has been destroyed and the South

African interests have been harmed by our activities. And the (...?) is,
what is the coincidence between MNR and South Africa. As I said to

you before, when we make an economical war it is because this economical
war is better, we have less bloodshed with destroying the pipeline

than fighting against soldiers. And when we destroy the economical sources
in Mogambique we avoid Frelimo to get money to buy in weapons and more
ammunition to fight against us. This is not because we are against
Zimbabwe. The problems in Zimbabwe are not our problems. Nkomo or Mugabe -

it does not matter to us, it is Zimbabwean problems.

Q: But you must supply this guerilla army from somewhere? From
Soutn Africa, from Zimbabwe, from Malawi? (.....?) of these
countries evidently are (linked?) to Mogambique. So do you mean

that all those supplies are done secretly?

F: This is done secretlyi And we have the borders to Zimbabwe or to
Malawi or to Zambia open to our interests. We have good reltionships
with all our neighbours except Tanzania. But all our neighbours, 3Zambia
or Zimbabwe, are with us because even ouf cells in Zimbabwe never were
touched by Harare’s government. They never harassed anyone of MNR's

representatives in Zimbabwse, they are still there.
§: Where are they? In the capital?

F: In Harare or in other parts of Zimbabwe - they are there. And the

Zimbabwean government knows it very well and everybody knows it.

Q: In South Africa there is cuite. a hugh Portugese population. I
suppose that many of them should have an interest of a political
change in Mogambique. Is there any kind of political cooperation

or material support from those interests?

F: We are fighting in Mogambique. But (not) because the Portugese people
in South Africa or elsewhere want this chenge in Mogambique, we want
this change because our own peovle in Mogambique want it. Then what
the BPortugese people think about the (revolution?) in Mogambique, it

does not matter, it has nothing to do with us, If they have revence



feelings against Machel it is with them not with us. But we receive from
anyone who wants to give us support, we receive it. Because we are a
poor country, we need financial support, we need any kind of support
from any kind of people. If they are not against our main interests -

tradition and democragy in Mogambique.

Q: My knowledge about african society is not very big, but as far
as I am learned in social anthropology etc, I cannot really find
(those pieces?) of democracy inside the chief community. Is this

what you mean by the traditional form?

F: There is democracy in the traditional societies. As you know a tribal
chief is not a dictator. He cannot order the people what he wants. He
must rely on the council. There is a council and this council is very
important. And this council is respected by everybody. But in Africa we
must have two different societies, There is one traditional society and
we must respect this traditional society. And we will have, with the
social evolution, a new society, if we want a most modernized society.
And this more modernized sotiety is not linked to traditions. They are
linked to political patterns like &ours. And we have to balance these
two kinds of societies toghther without harming anyone, We must balance
them. But it is impossible to take a Mogambiquan citizen from the bush
and discuss with him the problems that we have in the towns. There are
different problems, there are different solutions. But at the same time
we cannot say that who is right is the urban citizen, the citizen from
the town, or who is wrong is the citizen from the bush. No, they are
together citizens from the same country and with the same rights. And
they have their rights to have their own political ways to express their

feelings and to discuss the political vroblems.

Q: In a book written some years ago, Inside BOSS, there was something
about a person who said that BOSS in some ways have had their hands

with Mogambiguan refugees and with the creation of MNR.

F: There are many things they tell about us. Like they say that I was a
former PIDE agent, PIDE is the Portugese security police, in the 50s, -
In the 50s¥ I was born in 1944. How could I be a poiice agent at that
time? I say that they can see the files in Fortugal if I was an agent.
They say that Dlahkana, our president, is a colonel in the South African
army. If he was a colonel in the South African army then I must say that

South Africa was not an apartheid regime - with a black colonel. And how
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can they say it? This is only brogaganda, this is only lies against us.

I ask only this - prove this. I want a proof of this. (...) They say that
they are humane people, with humanitarian feelings. Now in Mogambique
more than ever firing squads are shooting people, the dissenters are
killed by Frelimo. And now a new law appeared just two days ago about

the punishment to beat people. It is a new public punishment in Mogambique.
What kind of regime is this? (Hundreds of times?) they say that they are
humanitarian and that we are killers, we are terrorists and so on. But
they are (publicly?) "terrorists. If you want to visit us, I may be
going to send you a ticket to Mogambique, to visit our free areas, you
can do it.

(jn3/3{$m-b/(\



.. Q¢ Do you get support from the Portugneae from Hozambique who
- took fefuge im South Africa?

Pernandes: VWhat they think do not matter to us, we are not a
Portuguese movement, but a natiqnalist Mogambican movement,

~ "But.we imkm receive support from anybody who ia for us and for

" our 'aims: tradition and demqorasy. . .-

s -

Q. But was the tribal chief system democratic?
Pernandesx The tribal chief is not a dtctator,; he ham.to rely
e counclil, We must balance the tribal chief system and

o the multi-party system. The problems of the countryside and the

cities are completely differen}§, and the solutions are alao
difrerent. The multi-party system 15 moet fit for the urban
areas, ‘

(4
————

Pernandes: They x say 3o many things. For example they say

was a PIDE agent in the 1395Q's. But I was born in 1944,
how could I have becen a PIDE agent in the 1950's3? Dlakhamax
is said to have been a colonel in the colonial army, but if
that was so, then it was not an apartheid army These are
only lles, we demand clear evidences

Q. What is the relation between Ken Flower ‘and the MNR?

.. Fernandes: When we started our war, Rhodesia gave us support.

... FRELIMO in oolonial timea, and svill does,

... Portug

Ien Flower (Flovera’) from the CIO (?) assiatad Ln.the sontact.

' Qu Orlando Cristina? = - i
Fernandes: He 18 our general seoretaxy, although he 19 not born
there In Mozambique but here in Portugal. He fought against

-

Q.. ¥hat 1s your relationship x;,to PUMO? oo
Fernandes' FUHO does not exiat any‘more, and only existad in

Q. Yhat 1s your relatidnahip,with~UNITA from~Angola? .
Fernandess We have a relationship with UNITA, but we do not
cooperate for practical reasojsy since we are fighting.so far
apart. We discusa with them, but for us it is impossidle to

help our Angolan brotheras. They are fighting the same struggle,
. they want & democrajtic and free society in Angola. And they

are figiting against the Cubans, and we are also against Cubana
in Mozambique.

But there is one big difference. UNITA 18 a tribal movement,

. based on the Umbundu. The :LIiR is not a tribal movement, dut

recruit from all groups. Therafore we are ¢closer to vietory
than URITA. .

Q. What is your personal background?

Pernandes: I was born in Riwx Beira in 1944. Studiea in Mozam-
bIque and tha last 3 years. of gymasium in Lisboa. Then I went
back to Mozanbique, and worked as orime inspactor (policia
judiciaria) in Louranco Marques, then to Nampula and in the
beginning of I974 I became direotor of Noticlas de Beira in
Beira., In June 1974 I was expelled by PRELIMO journalists

and started to work as a lawyer (this he pronounced ag 'liar')
in Beira. In July I975 the law practise as a profession was
abolished by Machel as "commerce of justice®™. I then worked as
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a teacher in gymnasium, and in September 1976 left for Lisdon
in order to organize our refugees here, on MNR's behalf with
the cooperation of FUMO.

FUMO was headed by Domingos Arouca, bu% I soon realized that
he was not a strong man, He wanted to lead the fight against
FRELIMO from ILisbon. Our commanders did not accept this, nor
did I. Therefore we oreated MNR on the 1st of Hay near Chimoio
in the Manica province., There we hadm our first meeting. We
had very few weapons then. The commanders first reciuited some
relatives, It is a mxix miracle that we have come as far as we
have today in these few years.

Q. How could you have commanders before you had an organization?
Pernandeat Our commanders were those who had escaped from

Q. What kind of work do you do in Portugal?

Fernendes: We are not interested in Portugal, it 1is the poorest
country In Europe. I am Portuguese not because I want it dut
because I need a passport to travel.

I am here bzcause there are many from iozambique here, many
sxilled Mozambicans that we will need in Mozambique live here,
If we include the children there are perhaps 500,000 Mozam-
bicans living in Portugal.,

Wa have a paper that we distribute to Mozambicans in Portugal.
Every day Mozambicans living here call me to get in contact
with ¥NR.

We have had no difficulties in working here. The Portuguese
government has a double standard. The FRELIMO govsrnment every
now and then tries to put pressure on the Portuguese authoritiea
ok to make them taka actions against mex and our activities,
But the Portuguese government only starts an "invaatigatioan®,
"and this 18 a pure fake, On the one hand they want relations
with the present lMogambloan government, k for trade and other
purposes, but on the other band thsy know that we are the
funture leaders, and they do not want to hara us, but want good
relationas witk us, too.

% Vhexe do you havs representatives?
ernandea:t In Paris, West Germany, and the United Siates (exaept
for Lisbon)e.



