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Dear cornrades and f r iends,

in  th is  leÈteÍ  r re enclose an in terv iew wi th Evo Fernandez,  MNR:s representat ive

in L isbon.  The in terv ie l r  is  done by two scandinavian journal is ts .

The mayor  parÈ of  the in terv iew was recorded.  (p 1-  Ì5)  The f ina l  parr  is

takcn f roro notes (p 16 -  17) .

The in terv is t r  g ives a p ic turê of  the MNR ideology and hov they leg i t imâte

themselves.  The f igures and the in format ion can not  be seen as anyth ing e lse

than MNR propaganda. As a such it rnaybe can be compared with elder !ÍNRinfluenced

informal ion and thcrcby anal ize the change of  the l ÍNR posi t ions f rorn a pol i t ic : l

po int  o f  v iew.
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In te rv iew w i th  EVo FernanCes ,  l l oçamb ique  Na t  iona l  Res  i s tance ,  i n

L i s b o n  1 9 8 , - 0 4 - 0 4 .

Eer!ê!EeE_: I  think that the most important thing is not the economical

re Ìa t ionsh lp  be teeen  the  Scand . lnav ian  coun t r ies  inc lud ing  F in land

and  Moçambioue ,  bu t  the  po l l t i ca l  Ì l nks  be tween  those  co r -un t r ies  and  Í i Ì y

coutry .  Sweclen and,  F in land are democrat ic  countr ies and f  cannot

understand vt ry  they a. re so st rongly  suppor t ing and sponsor ing EreÌ imo's

d lc ta to rsh ip  ru th less  d ic ta to rsh Íp .  In  Moça-nb ique  the re  a . : ce  no  r igh ts

o f  c t i t Ls  i s rn  o f  the  government i  no  r igh t  o f  bu i ld Íng  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i es

ui th  the r ight  to  have thei r  o , , ín  bel ie fs ,  the t radi t ional  custoros are

comp le te ly  des t royed .  i n  P Ioçamb ique .  The  t rad i t i ona l  va lues  a re  comp le te ly

d.est royed .  The r ight  of  worship is  aÌso forb idd.en in  t 'bçarnbique.  How can

countr ies wi th democrat ic  backgroonds l ike the nor th E\ropean countr ies

support  po l i t ica l Ìy  a country ,  a  regime l ike the Moça-mbiquan regime.
r , {hat  ve are doing noÌ í  is  not  only  f i  ght ing against  a d ietatorship,  but

ve are f ight ing to bui ld  a denocrat ic  regine in  I 'bçarnbique.  This  is  vhat

l te real ly want in ldoça-mbique. ' 'Je vant democracy vith a mult ip.arty system,

w l th  a  p res Íden t  e lec ted  by  peop le ,  w i th 'a  pa r Ì iamsr t  e lec ted ,  by  peop le

in fa i r  and per iod, ica l  e lect ions.  Everyth ing that  does not  ex is t  no! ,  in

!Íoça-urbique. hÍhy a.re we f ighting in Moça.:rbique? Because when a cor.rntry

and a people loses everyth ing,  even the fev r ights  that  Ì /ere respected.

by the Por tugese ru lers,  a  country  which Ìoses everyth ing now under  the

connun is t  d i c ta to rsh ip rpeop le  fe l t  tha t  the  on Ìy  t /ay  to  res to re  the i r

obr :n r ights  is  to  fáÉht  against  th is  regine.  And.  we are f ight ing now

a6ainst  Sanora ì ' lachel 's  regime,  beca.u.se ?/e fe l t  that  oÌ r r  t rad i t ional

values ïere com-ol et ely destroyed . l{e had oÌrr r! Í i l  own tr ibal chi ef s .  They

were arrêsted or  they were mr. r rdered.  Our poÌ i t ica l  Ìeaders were a lso

arzested by Ere l imo and,  they l rere shot  dead by f i r ing squad.s.  ïe  do not

have the r ight to go to another place ln l loçambique withcut an

authori zat ion frorn the government. And we cannot aI low this to happen

ln Moçamblo.ue.  ' l /e  fought  dur in6 10 years against  the colonia l  ru lers,  not

to  change  one  d ic ta to rsh ip  by  ano ther  d i c ta to rsh ip .

Qqest logt You sald that l íoçamblque lost  everything, including thos e

rÍghts whlch were res pected by the portugese. hlhtch r ights do you

meaI?

f :  The r ight  o f  worsh lp ,  the r ight  to  choose a  pro fess ion,  the r tght  to

go to another place to l ive in l Íoçambique. This is not al Ìowed by the

present  reg ime.  And even noví  th is  is  someth ing spec ia l .  Before ,  under

the colonial  ruler ue could 60 to arìy shop to buy things. But Dov. .  .

\
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. . .  a  b l a c k  o r  a  w h i t e  c o u l d  g o  t o  a n y  s h o p  t o  b u y  w h a t  h e  w a n t e d

but  nov l re  cannot  go because there are no th ings.  But  the fore igners

have  the l r  spec ia l  shops  fo r  them,  and  the  Fbe l in ro  o f f  i ce rs  have  the i r

own shops  bu t  h re  have  no t .  Nov  l /e  have  d isc r Ím ina t ion ,  po Ì i t l ca Ì

d isc r Ím lna t ion  an i l  na t iona l  d i sc r im ina t ion  tha t  we  d id  no t  have  be fo re .

Q: t , I l ' rat about the backgror:nd of the Ì ' ïÀA? fs this an organization

tha t  hae  any  h is to ry  a lso  dur ing  the  co lon ia l  t ime  o f  when  vas  i t

creat  ed?

I :  Dur ing  the  co Ìon ia l  t ime  Ere l  imo  l ras  the  so le  po l i t i ca ì  fo rce  in

Moçambioue because we savr  lbe l lmo as the movement  against  the colonia l

ruÌe to  get  an independence.  But  af ter  1975 i ì re l imo became a p,o l i t ica l

par ty  a communist  po l i t icaÌ  par ty  and through the convent ion of  the

th i rd congress of  t rbe l  imo,  fbe l imo l ras no more a nat ional  movement .

That ! ías in 1975. EtreÌ imo became a comrnunist party, forbidding or not

accep t ing  peop les  r igh ts .  Then  members

IbeÌ lmo against  the por tugese colonia l  power d id not  acce_ot  th is  change

ln Ere l lmo and they vanted to create a neÌ í  po l i t ica l  wing against

Ere l lno to luxr t  pursui t  the f i rs t  a i rn t rbel imo had in  the 6Os,  to  f ree

the country  f rom the por tug€s€.  Dut  to  f ree the country  mears to  create

a d,emocracy in  Hoçanbio-ue.  And they ( rebuket f  ?)  against  the ibe l imo one

par ty  sys te rn  and  nan ted  to  c rea te  a  p lu ra l i s t i c  sys tem in  Moçanb ioue .

ThÍs nas the reason why they defected Ere l imo and they created in  1977

l{l'IR.

hÍ iro vere those peoole?

\ F  I  They  v Íe re  C issen te rs  f rom Fbe l imo.

Q:  Peop le  who  had  been  f i gh t ing  v i th  Ere l imo?

E: They l rere f ight ing with hcel imo dur ing the colonial  t i rne a;rd then in

19'17 .  .  .  fn December 197 5, s ix months af  ter our independence .  sone

conmanders tr led a ErFr coup agalnst t le l lmo. I t  Ì . ras in I ' laputo. But this

copp vas destroyed and they ran away and they tried to create a nelr

polltical rnovement and, it uas [''ÍIVR.

Q: Can you give t he narneso f  some peop le?

chÍef and the f i rst  Dresident l Ías AndreaEr Ye s . Our f Írs t conmand er Ín

l Ía tadt  Matandeza (z) ,



g l  D i d  h e  h o l d  s o m e  k i n d  o f  p o s i t i o n  i n s i d e  F r e l i m o  b e f o r e  o r  w h a t

t t n d  o f  p e r s o n  1 s  t h i s ?

I: The mll t tary command.ers? These two ran aì ' íay from Frel lmo and. they lrere

responsÍb le for  the creat ion of  Ì t ' . IR.  Ândrea l ' la tadi (?)  l /as oÌ r r  f i rs t

p res iden t .  He  l ras  k i l l ed  in  17 th  Oc tober  1979  when  o ì r r  fo rces  t r i ed  to

at tack the town of  C 'orongosa ln  Moçambique.  Âf ter  that  the second

commaÍìder  vas e leeted.  as our  pres ident  and he st i l Ì  Ís  our  prer id .ent ,

Mtoso(  ? )  D Ìahkana .

Q;  Does MIIR have some k ind of  s tatutgs,  some ru les for  the organizat ion

vh lch  a re  poss ib le  ton rece ive?

F:  Yes ,  ï  can  send  i t  t o  you .  ïou  g ive  me your  address  and  f  ca r  senü  i t

to Sweden tomorrow morning. \ . /e have our prograln, oÌ- lr  pol i t ical progran,

and. bíe have oÌlr s t atut es for the movernen t .

Q:  I  on ly  have the exper i  ence reading about  ,1 Í ìüR as a mi l  i tary

o rgan isa t ion ,  bu t  how do  you  func t ion  po l i t i ca l Ì y  i ns ide  Moçanb ique?

I :  There  i s  no  rn i Ì í ta ry  ac t ions  w i thour  po } i t i ca l  op t ion .  To  f  i gh t  ve  mus t

know rrhy to f ight ,  what  for  to  f ight .  Then we have our  own pol Í t ica l

reasons to f  ight .  The f i rs  t  one is  the f r :ndanenta l  reason ;  we th ink that

i t  l s  ve ry  inpor tan t  to  respec t  c ì l r  t rad i t i ona l  va lues  in  Moçambique . ' , {e

canno t  des t roy  them Ì i ke  Êre l imo  wan t  to  do  in  Moçambique ,  to  c rea te  the

nehr  soc iety ,  the neu/  man.  Society  and t radi t ionaÌ  va lues v i l l  evaluate

wi th oì r r  economical  r  soc ia l  evolut Íon but  we cannot  destroy that  and

create a vacuum to bui ld  a nev society  l ike Machel  wants to  do.  f t  is  not

poss lb le ,  Then  we  th ink  tha t  we  have  to  respec t r  H€  mus t  respec t  oux

tradi t ional  va lues.  And second b/e want  to  create a f ree societ [  where

peop le  can  d iscuss  a l l  t he  p rob lems,  because  a l Ì  o f  them a l l  o f  us

are c i t izens in  l Íoçamblque.  l ' /e  have the r ight  to  belong to th is  par ty

or  to  that  par ty ,  to  accept  the government  of  to  cr i t  ío ,ê,ze the goverrunent .

And to f ight  against  the government  through legal  terms ins ide par t ies

or  as ind iv lduals .  These two a ims aJre our  r ra in a imsÇ t radi t ion the

respec t  fo r  t rad i t i ons  and  the  f ree  soc ie ty .  And  th i s  neans  a lso  tha t

we  do  no t  wan t  ( co l lec t i ve?)  ry t tens  in  l l oçamb louêo ' /e  ran t  a  f ree

enterpr Íse systeur  in  lbçambique. .  Some sectors of  our  eoonorny mrst  remain

und,er government hands l ike harbours, rai lv4y syst ems , ( tong run? ) air

system end so onr  and the ceütra l  bank.  But  everyth ing except  th is  must

be under  pr lvate hands.  These two ldeas are oÌ t r  main ideas in  the

pol Í t ica l  f ie ld .  We have our  pol i t ica l  organlzat ion and now l te  a l ready



have  o Ìu  shad ,ow 6pvernnen t  to  rep lace  l re l i rno  as  soon  as  poss Íb Ìe .  ì ' i ow  ue

are some 40 krn avay f rom Ì4a-puto c i ty .  We are i .n  i ' lar racuene nor th of

Maou to .  l / e  a re  in  the  d is t r i c t  and  1 t  i s  no t  poss ib le  no \ r  to  go  f ron

Maputo to Marracuene or from Ma puto to ( U.tt i  s a? ) ,  ?O km north frorn

M a p u t o .

Q: Ând nhere does the shacìov $overnment slt?

F: ff le weÌe e governnent ln exile we should need a seat. 3ut a shadow

government iÌoes not nee<Ì a seat. Ve have exiÌe<Ì peoPÌe from Hoçanbique

ln Europe, ln the States, in Afr ica and ve Joined thern in Ì larch to create

the shadou government. Now ve have peopÌe to replace the goveÍlrnent. Ìíe

ha-ve people vho are studying the problems for the next stage vhen rve vin.

l{e do not neetl to have then toghether a1l the tine, we have to join thear

only sonet loes to i Ì iscuss the prob).erns antÌ  to create spi Ì i ts of  teao.

L g'  Dc You belong to i t?

[ :  ï e s  I  b e l o n g  t o  l t ,  o f  c o L u r s e .

Q:  Ând what  is  your  2por t fo l lo"?

! :  I  a í '  J u s t  t h e . . ,  i n  F l e n c h  t f p i v o t ' t . . .  f  a m  p u t t i n g  t h e  b i t s  a n d  b i t s

together. I  arÍÌ  the dynarni zer of this shadow Sovernment .

Q;  And who is  the head of  i t?

F :  The  dynamizer  has  a l l  t he  respons ib i l i t y  i n  th i s  Sovernment .  Bu t  hh is

c loes no t  nean that  f  am the head.  This  only  meaÍ Ìs  that  f  am the

resoons ib le .  I  be long  to  the  na t iona l  commi t tee  and  I  have  above  me the

Aenera l  seere ta ry  and .  the  p res iden t .

Q: The pres ident  you to Ìd  about  before ,  is  th is  the po l i t i ca l

presid.ent or is l t  the mi l i tar . , ' , '  president? Ïou said that those

persons had been coÍnrnandants in Ere1imo. But I  th ink that a pol i t icaÌ

strategy is very di f ferent f ron a ni l i tary stratery,  that rnears

sorneth ing more than ml l i ta ry  ec t ions.

l :  No,  ve have tvo d i f fe rent  k inds o f  po l i t i ca l  ac t ions.  The f l rs t  one is

about,  nouadâlsr inside i \ Íoçanbioue, what to do with people u/e l iberate,

what  to  d .o  to  cont ro l  the areas wher€ ve âxê.  Th is  ls  ( . . .? )  o f  po l l t i ca1

act ivÍ ty.  To organize people ln the countryr vê l lberate L' ,  f ron hel ino.

But  the shadow government  is  not  l inked to  th is  s tager  i t  i s  l inked to

the next  s tage,  a f ter  the l ibera . t ion.  Af ter  the (whole?)  Ì lbera t ion.
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B e c a u s e  n o Ì í ,  w h a t  l / e  h a v e  t o  d d  i s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  b o o k s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,

to  c rea te  o ì r r  hosp l ta l s ,  to  o rgan ize  peop Ìe  to  g ive  uà  the  he lp  Ì íe  need ,

I t ke  to  rec ru i t  peop le  -  ne ì í  so ld ie rs ,  to  rec ru i t  peop le  to  caEry  the

arunÌrnlt ion and neapons fron one s Íde to the other s ide, to hlde oÌLr peopl e

to recelve in fornat lon and,  so ot lo  fh is  is  one k ind of  pol i t lca l  act  Ív i ty ,

because people v111 only  help us i f  they understand very ve l l  what  MNR's

alns are.  And.  the next  s tage ls  not  th is  -  i t  is  how to organize a l Ì  the

country  af ter  the vJ.c tory.  The shadow government  has noth ing to do wi th

the s iüuat ion just  today but  they are prepar ing the 6overnment  of  tonorrov.

Q: Do you mean that you have l iberated areas?

F : Ì./e have I iberat ed a.re as , yes .

Q: 
'fhere?

!: We have l iberated, areas ln Gaza, in Inhambane, in Sofala, in ManÍca,

Ín Tete,  in  ?a.mbezía.  .  .  (no in ts  out  at  the map,  )  W" are f is lh t ing in  these

â!€âs. . .  These are the areas where we are f Íght ing Í ror í .  Â1I  these zones.

Ând trbel imo cannot go from here ÌÍaputo, the capltal -  to there, (Barrou?)

or to Xat Xal or to Inhambane. I t  is impossible. The main roads irre

courgletely und.er oÌ. lr  eontrol.  And they cannot f ight there. ï lhat lbeÌino

le d.oing nov, they a^re trying to defend, this area. Because they understand

that  vho (ovns?)  the capl ta l  ls  the leg i t imate governnent  of  Moçanbique.

Llke ln CanbodJa ten years âgor lon NoI vas the last ?of Phnorn Penh but al l

the country vas under the l0rmer Rouges, the Red. I(hners'control.  3ut he

lras accepted, as the legal government because he got the capital.  Ând. nov

they are trying to defend l laputo and ue are going against Maputoã And

lre (vi l l  ent er into? ) i ïaputo. Ând. in these areas we have oÌLr completely

I lberat ed. areas .

Q: But they are not equal to the whole provÍnces? I,1ke in Gaza, you

don't mean that you hold the whoÌe of Gaza?

l :  Llke

can go

but in

s ta1t ln

t  here .

in any guerll la rrar there are some (access?) where the governnent

and caìn Eo up and donn. They carÌ try to go from Maputo to Xal Xai

mi l i tary convoys. But they are (ambushed?) by üs. But they cannot

thes e zones . fhey cari go into thes e zones but they cannot st ay

So you mean that ( .  . .  .?)  üt  of  Gaza is under yoÌrr  controÌ?Qr
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l t  Ïes,  of  course the tor.rns'are not under oì .Lr controÌ  but ve Co not vant
the apots.  Ì {e d.on' t  vant specl f  lc areae wrder our control .  ! íe pref  er that
Xat Xal  r  the Brrf  capl tal  of  Gaza, Ís rrnder l le l lmoe control ,  because

they ele forced, to 8o to Xai Xat vith mtllta.rlr convoJrs and, ríe are read.y to
attack the convoys vhen ve vant. A gueril la Har never wagts to .conquer
the tovns, the tovne belong to the government. hrt !íe ar€ Ín the bushr Ìí€
are around the tovn and, the torrn cannot vork, becaus e ve are aropnd, it,
( e ei zlng? ) ttre torn .

$t  Fton Fbel imo's  point  o f  v Íen f  suppose they should,  not  saìJr  that
thie ls Ì lberat ed arear they rvould, say that Í t  1s naybe aff ected,

area.  fgn ' t  that  r lght?

Fl Ïes, they say that these are affected. areas. But vht d,oes not lbelÍno
ÍnvÍte forelgn Journallsts to go there end, vlslt the areas? Fleltno srys
that ríe are terrorLsts, but hov could. ve be ter.rorlsts? ff ye vete
terror lste people couÌd, not glve us eupport .  lbel ino accuses us to k l t Ì
vlllagerst r to cut the ears and, the Ìlps and, the no s ea and. Ìíe are
terrorlzlng people. 3ut thls Ls conpletely against a guerl1la phllosopl$r.
To get people'e support ve have to be ktnd to the people and. ve nust be
und,erstood by people. Ve cannot d,o anfthing. l{e cannot harn people,
He nust  re ly  on people 's  eupoor t .

Qt In Sveden líe have' seen plctures in

tellÍng about; cut-,off noses and. I lps

thla ls fa lse?

papers of vhat you are

so on. But Jrcu Bean that

the

and.

!l ïes, lt Ís cornpletely a fake. ft ls not trye. And. lf l t  uas truer vlV
a-re they not lntervÍeved, by foreÍgn jor:rnalÍsts? FbelÍuro could. d,o itã ÂnA
Erellno gometimes sa]' that they arrested, some terrorlsts. ÌÍhy they do
not allov then to be intervÍewed, by foreign JourrralÍsts? They always keep
then vl thour connectÍon wlth foreign Journal Íste.  l . /4y? Secause they 'knov

that they could. Bay the truth.

But vhat are your nethodg of varfare? fbr exanple yhen you attack
convoJr. ïfhat do you do? Do you take prÍ,soners of var? '/trat do you

vlth the people vho are goÍng vlth that convoy?

f : Srellno soldlere don't vant 
' to 

f lght. Thle ls one of the reasons rrhy
ve spreed, 80 faet oÌLr actlvitÍes. In 1981 ve Ìíere only affecting Sofala and
!Íanlca provlnces, but tn the laet tvo years rle are affectlng Zaobezla,

Tete , h.za, Inhambane and even Maputo provlnces . Becaus e lbelÍno sol d.Íers

Qr
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do not  beÌ leve tn the-  goverruent .  They have no nora l  to  f lght  against

people,  because l ' Í Ì {R Ís  real ly  people v l th  yeapons.

Qt hrt that ls not an answer to r\y questLon. . .

Et Ând. thls le the reason vly they do not f lght uso LÍÌren ve attack a

conÌroJr sorne Scel lmo soldÍers dle durtng the operat ion and o$hers JoÍn üs.

ï íe do not k111 feopÌe because Ì{e thlnk that t rbel Ímo'g soldlers,  they are

not ln the arrny to fÍght agalnst us but because they are forced to JoÍn

the arny. Differently than Ín Sved,en vhere you have a volunteer artry,

ln tÍoçarnblque there 1e â... a draft arr\y. They are forced. to JoÍn the

arny for tvo or three Jrears, and Ìíe understand that. Ihey are not against

rs r but to l ive they nust Joln the arnoy. Then when l/e have prlsoners

they Jo tn us against Fbellno and. this ls the reason vhy 1n a short period
r í

\M ve have now _1 2 O0O soldiers Ín [gç,aellgg Did I atnswer you? lf you havev
more questLons about f t i  p lease do i t .

S: líhen you say that the trbellmo plcture about what ls happenÍng in

ÌÍoçanrbÍque Ís a propaganda plcture, do you also nean that all those

cooperantes - there a.re mar\y cooperantes in lÍoçarnbleüe r €ut far as

f knorr - are Joining Erelftno ln the vinr of what is hapcenirrs in the

cor,rntry?

E: There are tvro kind,s of cooperartes. ïou have Sved,es in Manica _orôvlnce.

They are in (fanauf af ) near the Zlmbabwe bord.er. l/e never mad.e anything

agalnst yoÌrr precense in Bandtüa. lou are constructing the factory. 3ut

yhen Serglo Vieira, vho 1s noìí the ìttnister of Âgriculture, said. that he

vanted to d,lstribute veapons amoÍìB the people to ffght against us, then

rle (erpelled?) ttre Svedes Ílon Sandula. 3ut ve never mad,e anÉhing agaiast

the Sved.es. thÍs ls one klnd. of  cooperarÌ tes.  People sponsored, by their  oHn

governments to lnd,ustr la l lze the country or help the econonlcal  f ie lds Ín

the country. But there are other cooperantes vho are only ind,lviduals, Ând

they vant to earn nore than they earn here ln Ehrooe for ingtance. Ànd

they go there, And, rle have nothlng against them too. Soqetimes ríe detaln

sone coopere-üües Ín Moça.u,blgüer but not because veare agalnst theor because

after e short perlod !íe release theru Ín Zlababve or in lÍaÌawl or in Za-obla,

re lease these people  wÍ thout  negot la t lon because they are  not . . .  ve  do not

kÍdnap people and vre do not want to nake anything bad agalnst these people.

{t But v}1y d,o you detaln then?



P:  We de ta in  them because  the  Ì /a r  i s  no t  on ly  a  rn i Ì i t a ry  Ì ra r ,  i t  i s  a

genera l  r . re r  and  th i s  means  tha t  the  po l i c i ta l  f i e ld ,  economica Ì  f i e ld ,

socÍa l  f ie ld  and propagardea f ie ld  is  lncÌuded in  ary ì {ar  now. l r lhen Ì íe

raale a r. 'ar lre malce a (whole? ) war against. the enemy, ând i f  ve aÌIowed,

fbel lmo to keep l ts  economy going on they could get  money to fue l  the i r

m l l l t a ry  ac t  i o Í r s  o  I f  we  des t roy  the  ecnomica l  ac t l v Í t y ,  then  he l imo  i s

n o t  a b L e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  u s â  T h i s  Í s  ( . . . . ? ) .  A n d  t h l s  1 s

a good way to avoid lbel imo to have the resources to keep the var going

OÍI  o

Soyou r rean that  yoÌ r r  organizat lon does not  want  to  see cooperantes

l,to çambique?

Not  now. 'Je d,o not  want  cooperants in  Moçambique.  1, /e  do no t  k i t l  theul

we  take  them to  the  border  and  re lease  them on  the  border .

Q:  Ihere have been n i l l tary  act iv i t ies a lso in  the nor th of  HoçambiQuêr

i 'n  Zambezía prov ince,  as you sald.  But  there I  know that  there is

an organÍzat ion cal led t rbesamo, that  has g iven in terv ievs.  f  do not

renember the nane of  that  person but  he meant  that  th is  is  act iv i t ies

of  Eresamo and not  act iv i t ies of  MNR. And a lso that  they are not  at

a l l  co l laborat ing wi th MI{R.

F:  0f  coÌ r rse not .  And we are not  co l  l  aborat ing wi th Cresarno because l lesarno

ls  Sre l imo's  puppet .  t rbe l i rno created hesamo onÌy to  d iv ide the

üoçambiquans ,  because  Scesarno  does  no t  ex is t .  They  have  no  ac t ions .  I f

they had actions they could say where they have a ct iot ls r 3ut MMR is 2bèe

to say any t ime we d id th ls  act r inn,  that  act ion,  in  th is  per iod in  th ls

place . Ìrle did. L t. And. ve c arr spy where we did i t and rrhen l/e did it .

Ibesano never say that, l , le have the army, the f ighting and. they give to

me a l l  the in format lons to re lease to the press.  But  hesa-oo never  vas

able to do i t .  Secause they have no army, they have only propaganda. But

!íhy are they doing Ít? Because they are su1:ported by Fbelimo, they want

to divide the l ' Íoçarnblqr.rans to make confusion, they varìt  to destroy the

ldea that I ' t t- lR is the sole unifying organl.zation in Moçanbique. Because

ve uni ta  a l l  the Moça.nbiqÌ raÌ ls  and our  ( . . .?)  to  f ight  agaJ.nst  Ere l ino.

Ând. for Sarnora MacheÌ i t  would be very nÍce to see another novenent that

l s  a l so  f tgh t ing  aga Íns t  l re l imo .On ly  to  rnake  con fus ion .  Ihey  do  no t

exist .  'Jhat they have done unt i l  nolr nothing. I  can saïr and f did i t

nany t lmes ln  less than 24 hoursr  we d ld Í ï  r  ! íe  dÍd that  ve dÍd th Ís  and,

8o oÍtr Ttrey never t /ere able to do i t .

Q:
in

I l r.:-'
but

t



Q: l , , l f ren you say that you are

t h e n  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  m o b i l i z e

lnó'orsration of I'ÍlfR as making

But  a  guer i l l a  no rma l l y  a l so

vhat  k lnd of  ev idence do you

work Íng  as  guer l1 la ,  wha t  do  you  meaÌ l

p e o p l e  p o l i t i c a l l y ?  W e  h a v e  t h e

t e r r ó r i s t  a c t i o n s ,  s a b o t a g e  a c t i o n s .

work v i th  po1l t Íca l  organi  z ing and.

hat 'e  that  you are nobi l iz ing people?

Pt  ' r íe  have t ,he evÍdence of  f ight ing i t  _? of  i0  prov inceô of  Ì ' Íocanbique.

I t  i s  imposs lb Ìe  to  f i gh t  w i thou t  a  po l iò i ca l  mob i l l za t iõ Ì ì .  We eou ld  speak

ln  Sved ish  te rms .  i i ow car  you  have  a  m i l i t a ry  res is tance  aga ins t  anybody

in Sveden 1f you cl ic l  not beÌ ieve in sooethlng. I t  was not possiblet  Tornotrov

the RussiaÍrs or the Americans invade Sweden, and f  bel ieve that you vi Ì Ì

f lght against them because you have -ool lc l ta l  feeÌ ings to jo in aÌ I  the

Sveiìes togeìher against an invacÌo= or against a dlctatorshlp.  3ut l f  you

<ÌliÌ not have this common idea you could not fight. This is the reason vhf,

ve a.re fl.ghting in ì,locgamblque. And ln a guerlÌÌa var more than in a

classlcal rr army you need vely very much e coírÍnon political idea vÍthout

thls pol l t lcal  ldearpeopÌe have di f ferent t r ibes.. .  l lke ln Moçenbique ve

have iÌlfferent tribes - they coulrl not join MNR to ftght against }leÌimo,

because Í t  would be Írapossible,  Á gueri Ì la uar neecls places to hide

nater lal ,  to hi t le peopÌe, to pÌace the mi l i taÌy bauacks. They need peopÌe

to recrr:It, to Join the arÌny. Ihey need foood, they need sater antl

everything is given by people. ff ve tlid not have political ains, if ve

dÍcÌ  not have a poÌ i t ical  statusl  then i t  was Ínpossible to f ight.

Q: I  suDl>ose that  s t i l l  the main pa.r t  o f  the populat ion in  Moça-urb ique

Ís  no t  ( t iUera ted?) .  So  wha t  i s  the  message  you  g ive  to  peop le?

Do you have any slogarr, for exarnple, that unite the peoplel vho a-re

support ing yorrr organi zatíon?

I :  Th is  i s  no t  a  p rob lem o f  s logans ,  i t  i s  a  p rob lem o f  unders tand . ing .

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  we  need  to  be  l i t e ra te  to  unders tand  tha t  l í e  rea l l y

have the rÍght to l lve in our ol, 'n houses ard not in coÍi lnunal vÍI1ages,

h'e don ' t  want to be forced to l  ive in comrnunal vi  l  l  ages r Ì{e doní need

to say s logansr  w€ only  need to expla ln th is  to  peopÌe.  People r . r rderstand

tha t  they  have . the i r  own t r i ba l  ch le fs  a rd  these  t r i ba l  ch le fs  a re  par t

of  our  cu l t t r re ,  and they are the f i rs t  defences of  the t r iber  and they

undetstand i t  very well .  They r:nderstand that i f  they natìt  to go to e

d,l f ferent place, they are able {,o do i t  and }r i th frrel imo thef are not able

to do i t .  I t  ls  forb idden to l ive in  a d i f ferent  p lace even to go for  a

s hort perlod to another pl ace . lJe have to ask for a s pec ial authorl zat ion .
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l íe vant to remain vl th food ai ter the harvest.  fbeÌ ino vatì ts ever7thing \

fron the harvest. But ve iìon't vant it. ÏJe don't vant the c ornrnr:naÌ

villages because the conrnunal villages are somethlng Ìike a robbery, a

publ lc robbery,  against peopÌe. People produce food, prot luce harvest,  and

then l le l lno comes end say that th ls is for the state.  Ând people do not

unilerstand thls. AntÌ !Ìrr ale against lt- and they understand that ve

vant to glve then freecìon.

Q: How is  th is  proetam communicated? nrs you have some k ind of

po l t t i ca . l  cadres ,  po l i t i ca l  educa to rs?

f  :  \ ,Je have pol i t ica l  commissars.  In  the army ve ha.ve two bodies.  üre is  the

body l Í i th  guer i l la  f ig 'h ters,  the other  one is  the pol i td ,ca l  body.  And the

po l Í t i ca l  body  l s  commiss  ioned ,  to  ta l k  to  the  peop le  to  exp la in  to  the

people r*rat ollr ai ms are, how can people glve support to I'nfR and vhat are

our  long run a ims.  Before a (uni t  is  coming?)  to  a new area to f ight

aga ins t  E re l i rno ,  the  po l iü iôa1  commissars  go  the re  to  p repare  the  po l i t t ca l

condi t lons .  This  Íneans they go there to expla in to  the peopl  e what  we a-re

f tght ing for and what they can do to supflort this f lght against I lel ino.

Th is is the f irst ( t  rench? ) to arìy mil i tary activi ty in any a.reac of

(mrnr).

Q: ' í t ra t  about  the poÌ i t ica l  ard mater ia Ì  suppor t  ins ide lv loçarrb io-ue?

Ì,Ítro is sup-Dorting mifR in the country?

E: In the c ountry I  think that everybody is support ing F$iR. Dven Sarcora

Mache l . . .  He  i s  mak ing  so  many  mis takes  tha t  he  i s  suppor t ing  üs . . .  Bu t

everybody id  suppor t ing üs.  Ând I  would l lke to  say that  we accept  any

elect ions in  any p lace Machel  war Ì ts ,  because we ate complete ly  sr . :xe that

ve n i l Ì  win ar ìy  fa l r  e lect ion in  Moçambio.ue.  We are not  af ra id of  th is .

Bu t  Mache l  l s  a f ra id  c f r th i s  i s  ïhy  he  never  accep ted  e lec t ions .3u t  r re

of fer  th is ,  ar ìy  p lace,  in  Ma5ruto or  in  any other  p lace Mache1 chooses

Ì {e  w i l l  acceDt  e lec t ions  the re .

Q: I  do not understand. Doní you want elect ions in the whole of

Ìíoçambiqub?

f :  Ì {oï  .  .  .  f f  t {acheL chooses a place to ma}e elect ions -  fa ir  e l  ect ions -

n4r any p1ace, a dlstr ict ,  tovn -  anything, al Ìy spot of  the country we are

able to run against Machel and ve are sure that ve wi l l  win the elect ions .  .

And this Ís the reason vhy I  say that everybody is vt th üsr And our mater ial



so Íne  par ts  o f  o Ì rn  mate r ia l  cdnes  f rom ins ide  because  he l i rno  doesn  no t

f l gh t  aga ins t  üs r  aband .on  the i r  veapons  and  we  ge t  the  weapons  and

auDunit lon for üB r rríhen l Íe attack trbel imos mil i tary baraacks l /e tale

al l  the mater ia l  for  us and t 'h ls  ls  one source of  mater la l ,  to  f  ight

against  Fbel imo.  Í t re  other  soì . r rce comes f ron outs ide.  Because r re do

not  have factor ies to  produce Ì /eapons then we must  6et  ! íeapons f ron

ou ts lde .  Bu t  a l l  ou r  mate r iaL  comes  f ro rn  the  eas te rn  b loc  s ta tes .  O ' ì - l r

Yeapons are Soviet  nade weapons or  Soviet - l icensed rnade weapons.

Q:  But  how do you mean that  you can get  weapons f rom outs ide?

f  suppose that  the eastern countr ies a^re not  suppor t ing you

actual ly  by veapons?

! :  f f  you are in terested to buy eastern eor :nt r ies 'weapons I  ca"n do i t

for  you.  I f  you vant ,  0K,  f  can do i t  for  you.  I t  is  not  very d i f f icu l t ,

b ecaus e they want hard cash . And Ìíe cart get hard cash to buy the yeapons .

And lre bqy it . Ne ver a G, or a ( fCnf ) weapon L/as found with our arny,

because He have not  westerrn L/eapons v i th  üsr  only  use eastern b loc

lteapons . Because i f  ve capture ãnmunit ion ins ide MoçarnbÍque Ì{e have . a

s pecial sort of material,  then lre urust have veapons with which !íe ceJl

use th is  ammr.ur i t lon.  ! {e  d.o not  want  to  hãve d i f ferent  sor ts  of  mater ia l .

Q :  There  nus t  be  (o ther? )  sources  to  ge t  eas te rn  b loc  weapons?

I :  Ïes there are the vays to get  eastern b loc veapons.  And we have these

vays and ve use them.

Q: To buy veaDons is  a o_uest  ion of  money.  And there must  be fwrds

ou ts lde  Moçambique .  I  d ,on ' t  th inh  i t  wou ld  be  poss ib le  to  supp ly

an  anny  w i th  1 ,  0O0 so ld ie rs  i f  you  don ' t  have  th i s .

F l  0 f  co l l rseo This  is  something I  cannot  ansìder  complete ly  and you must

und,ers t and it . Sone Rov h ich g!;LnS us give this support

dÍscrete ly  and ve ca not  make any leak about  th isr  vê cannot  d iscover  a l l

theee ÌÍays unÍla'L l f  they don ' t  want  to  do i t because they gÍve

the i r  suppor t  r rnder  d iscre te  and secret ive  cond i t ions. ' r /e  cannot  re lea-"e

l t  v i thout thelr  authortzat ion. But of  coÌrrse we have outside support .

I f  I  say that South Âfr lca plays a big role in this supply,  what

yoÌ:r artsurer then?

l :  Ïes . . .  Haputo  ig  rece iv lng a l l  the suppor t  they need f rom South Âf r ica ,

and, just  nov the harbour in Maputo is mnned by South Afr icans. The

Qr
i s



l , )

ra l lway  i s  runned  by  Sou th  A f r i cans ,  80X o f  the  fo re ign  exchange  Ì , l apu to

r e c e i v e s  c o m e s  f r o m  S o u t h  Â f r i c a .  F o o d  c o m e s  f r o m  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  e v e n

( S U A S f f ) ,  M a c h e l ' s  s e c r e t  p o Ì i c e ,  h a s  p e r i o d i c a Ì  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  S o u t h

Af r i can  o f f i c ia l s .  Th is  i s  an  open  sec re t .  I  t h ink  tha t  the  mos t  impor tan t

a l ly  Haputo has nov ls  hetor Ía.  E 'ven in  co lonia l  t Ímes,  never  l , laputo

vas  so  much  deoenden t  on  Sou th  A f r i ca  as  nov .

Qt h/hat ls the South Afr ican pol lcy about l '0[R?

! :  l . /e  do not  l ike the Ín ' t rna l  po l icy of  South Afr ica.  We a-re against

apar theid.  ï /e  cannot  accept  apar theid as a pol icy.  Apar theid is  not  a

pol lcy,  l t  is  s tupid,  and ununderstandable th ink ing.  We cannot  accept  i t

t o  : y  and  ve  canno t  acceo t  i t  i n  the  fu t r : re .Our  peop le  l s  b l .ack  peop le .

Eor  cculd,  ve accept  apar theid,  in  South Afr ica? Ând by th is  reason we have

no  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  Sou th  A f r i ce .  Sven  Sou th  A f r i ca  needs  Dower  f rom

Cabora 3assa.  f t  is  very cheap poì i /er .  But  Ì . /e  destroy l t ,  we have destroyed

t  he power l lne s  ince 199O. Ând.  unt i l  now the pol /er  d oes not  go to South

Afr ica and.  f  knov that  South Afr ica is  ang ' ry  wi th th is .  And even the

pr lces of  poì íer  in  South Âfr ica increased.  7 % in No r rember-December Ìast

y ear and, Ìíe knov that lre are ( harming? ) South .Afri ca wÍth power . And. in

the future ve wi Ì I  harsr  South Afr ica to" ì  because hfe wi l l  dest roy the

rai lways from Maputo to South Afr ica, tsut we want peace in Moçanbique.

l íe have been in lrar since 1964 in i ' toçanbigü€r 19 years of vÍa-r of

permanent  war  -  in  Hoçanbioue.  Our country  is  a mess not í .  Ue have noth ing

Ín Moça:rbiolteo 1,/e have no food., people are starving now. We have. no

( c lothes? ) r uê have no roads . ' r /e have no econornical future Ín Mo çanbique.
Then we do not  vant  to  pay the b i l l  for  developing a s i tuat ion for  rac ia l

accorpmod,a t ion  Ín  Sou th  A f r i ca .Our  f i r s t  a i -u  i s  no t  Sou th  A f r i ca ,  i t  l s

I t loçamblque.  hÍhat  l re  want  to  do is  to  improve the condi t ions ins ide

Mo çambique.  h le do not  want  to  teach of  her  peoples what  to  do in  the i r  owzl

coun t r ies  i f  o l r r  own coun t ry  i s  compÌe te ly  a  mess ,  l 1ke  i t  i s  no ì { .

Q: There have been sabotage act ions Ín  Be i ra  por t ,  sabotage act ions

against the pipel lnes to Zirnbabwe and against the rai lvay to

Zimbabwe, This k ind of  act ions is a pattern that could be nade

by South Afr ica, economical ly.  Because i f  you destroy those kinds

of things thls wi] l  g ive Moçambique more dependence on South Afr Íca,

as far as I understand?

!:  Not made by South Afr ica, but there ie a coinsidence betveen lnl ÍR's

lnterests and South Âf r ican interests.  f  s that what you nean? I t  1s true

that  (Vetoso?) ,  the min is ter  o f  Secr r r i ty ,  sa ld  one year  ago used to



say that  South Âfr lca vas maki i .ng the war against  lbe1imo.  tsut  dur ing

a l l  t hese  years  never  any  Sou th  A f r i can  so ld ie r  was  cap tu red  by  lbe l i rno .

Never  any ev ldence of  South Af  r ican precense a long }SIR's  ranks was found

out .  Never .  And l tever  anr  South Afr ican box,  ammuni t ion box or  something

I Í ke  th i s ,  vas  d iscoverod ,  the re .Bu t  wha t  Í s  t rue  l s  tha t  s ince  1980

the power l ine f rom Cabora Bassa has been destroyed and.  the South

Â f r i c a n  l n t e r e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  h a r n e d  b y  o u r  a e t Í v i t i e s .  Â n d  t h e  ( . . . ? )  i s ,

vhat  is  the coinc ldence betveen Ì '0{R and South Âfr ica.  As I  sa id to

you before,  when we make an economical  l rar  i t  is  because th is  economical

Ì /a^r  ls  bet ter ,  v íe have less b loodshed wi th destroy ing the p ipel ine

than f ight Íng against  so ld iers.  And when ì íe  destroy t  he econonical  sources

ln Moçanbique ue avold Frel imo to get money to buy ln weapons and. more

anmunit ion to f  i  ght against us . This is not becaus e hre a.re against

Zinbabwe. The problems in Zimbabwe a-re not ort-r probl €tns o Nkorno or Mugabe

l t  does  no t  mat te r  to  üs r  i t  i s  Z imbabwean p rob lems.

Q: But you must eupply this gueri l la army from somewhere? }}oru

Sou tn  A f r i ca ,  f rom Z i .mbabwe,  f rom i ' l a law i?  ( . . . . . ? )  o f  these

countr ies ev ident ly  are ( f in teaf)  to  Moçambique.  So do you mean

that  a l l  those suppl ies a:ce done secret ly?

E:  This  is  done secret lyã And ! íe  have the borders to  Z imbabwe or  to

Ma1awi  or  to  Zambia open to oÌ r r  in terests .  l r te  have 6ood re l t ionships

vlth al l  otrr neighbours except Tan zania. But alÌ  our neighboìrrs, Sambia

or  ZÍmbabve,  are v Í th  us because even ouf  ce l ls  Ín  Z imbabwe never  were

touched by l{arare's goverÌment. They never harassed anyone of M}I i , 's

repres entat l .ves ln  Z imbabre,  they are s t i l l  there.

Q: h/here are they? In the capital?

I: In Harare or in other parts of Zimbabve - they are there. And the

Zimbabwean governrnent knows it very well and, everybody knows it.

Q: In South Âfr ica there is oui te.  a hugh Fortugese populat ion. ï

suppose that many of thern should have an interest of  a pol i t lcal

change in i r Íoçambique. fs there any kind of  poÌ i t lcal  cooperat ion

or  mater ia l  suppor t  f rom those in terests?

F: ïJe are f ightÍng ln l loçambiqüe. But (not)  because the Portugese people

in South AfrÍca or eleewhere want this change in Moçanbiquer ue want

thts change because our olf ir people in Mog anbigue vant it. Then vhat

the por tugese people  th ink  about  the ( revotu t ion?)  in  MoçanbÍque,  i t

does not  mat ter ,  i t  has noth ing to  do wi th  ì ls ,  I f  they have revenpe



f ee l ings  aga ins t  Mache l  i t  i s  i u f tn  them no t  w i th  üso  3u t  we  rece j . ve  f ro ro

enyone  who  van ts  to  g i ve  us  suppor t r  H€  rece ive  i t .  Because  we  a re  a

poor countryr wê need f inanclal support r r l€ need, eJly kind of support

f  rom any klnd of peopl e. I f  they are no t agalns t oÌrr ma in in teres ts -

trad,i t lon ard democragy in l loçambique.

Q: Hy knowled.ge about afr ican society ls not very big, but as far

as I af i  leanrred in sociaÌ anthropolory etc, I  cannot real ly f ind

( t t rose p ieces? )  o f  d .emocracy ins ide the chief  communi ty .  Is  th is

vhat you mean by the tradit lonal forrn?

f t  There  i s  democracy  in  the  t rad l t i ona l  soc ie t ies .  As  you  know a  t r i ba l

ch ief  is  not  e d, ic tator .  He cannot  order  the people what  he wants.  He

mus t  re l y  on  the  co t lne i l .  There  i s  a  counc i l  and  th i s  counc i Ì  l s  ve ry

important .  Ând th is  cor :nc l l  is  respected by everybody.  3ut  in  Afr ica ve

nnus t  have  two  d i f fe ren t  soc ie t ies .  There  l s  one  t rad i t i ona l  soc ie ty  and .

l re  rnust  respect  th is  t rad i t lonaÌ  soc iety .  And we wi l Ì  have,  v i th  the

socLa l  evo lu t ion ,  a  ne Ì í  soc ie ty r  1 f  ue  wan t  a  mos t  rnodern ized ,  soc ie ty .

Ând  th i s  more  modern ized  soÈ ie ty  i s  no t  l l nked .  to  t rad i t i ons .  They  a re

l Ínked,  to  poÌ lü ica l  pat terns t ike yours .  Ând l íe  have to balance thes e

two k ind,s of  soc iet les togbther  wi thout  harming a-nyone.  We must  balance

them. But  1t  ls  impossib le to  take a lv Íoçambiquan c i t i  zen f ron the bush

and d, iscuss wi th h in the problems that  l /e  have in  the towns.  There are

d 1f ferent problens , there are dÍf f  erent s olut ions , Eut at the sarrÌe t iroe

ve cannot  say that  rho is  r ight  is  the urban c i t izen,  the c i t izen f ron

the tovnr  or  who Ís  wrong is  the c i t izen f rom the br :sh.  No,  they are

together  c i t izens f ron the sane ccuntry  and wi th the s?. 'ne r ights .  Ând

they have thei r  r ights  to  have thei r  own pol i t ica l  ways to express theÍr

fee l ings  and  to  d iscuss  the .  po l i t i ca l  p rob lems.

Q: fn a book rr i t ten some years âBor Inslde B0SS, there vas something

about a person vho sald, that B0SS in some ways have had their hands

vith Hoçarnbiquan refuge es end vith the creat ion of l1Ì{R.

f :  There are mary things they teI l  about üs.  Like they say that I  vas a

former PIDE agent,  PfDE is the Portugese secur i ty pol lce, ln the !0s.  -

In the !Os'.t I rías born Ín 1944. IIo w couÌd I be a pollce agent at that

t  Íme? I  say that they can see thê f  i les ln hrtugaL i f  I  vas an agent.

They say that Dlahkana, oÌ t r  president,  is a colonel in the South Afr ican

army. ff he was e colonel in the South Afrlcan army then I nust say that

South Âfr ica ïras not ar apartheid regine -  wi th a black colonel.  And, hov



can  they  say  t t?  Th ls  i s  on ly  p rogagar ida ,  th i s  i s  on Ìy  l i es  aga ins t  us .

f  a s k  o n l y  t h i s  p r o v e  t h i s .  I  w a n t  a  p r o o f  o f  t h i s .  ( . . . )  T h e y  s a y  t h a t

they are humane people,  wi th  humanl tar ian feel ings.  Now in Moçarnbique

more than ever  f i r ing souads are shoot i r rg people,  the d issenters are

kt l Ìed by Fbel lno.  And now a neÌ í  Larv appeared just  two r Ìays ago about

the.or :n lshrnent  to  beat  people.  I t  is  a  new publ ic  puishment  Ín  l [oçambloue.

ï Ihat  k ind of  regine ls  th ts? (Hundreds of  t i rnes?)  t t rey say that  they are

hunanitarian and. that Ì{e are kl l lers, }/e a-re terrorlsts and so oÌro But

they  a re  (pub l l c l y? )  ' t e r ro r Í s ts .  I f  you  wan t  to  v i s i t  üs r  f  may  be

going to send,  you a t Ícket  to  l ÍoçambÍque,  to  v is i t  our  f ree areas r  ïou

can do i t .

eurdu,i*^--(



Q. Do yoÌr get support Íron tbe Portugueac Èor Hozs.nblque who
took feftgc Ír South tfrloa?rgox leruto rr, ò9ur!, arrrc,aí
lernandlea: Uh.a,t they th{nk ctq not rnatter to ut; yo arc not a
rF-r-
E-r c noveneriti- but a natlqnallrt'l{ogenbloaa rloyenent.. : Etrt.ve ldrl reoclvc ruppgqt frol .erJrbqü vh.o la .for us aail for

..ou!.4lls3 ..traôLtlon aaô dengoreof. ,. .

Q. Bu,t rras the trtbaL cblet eyater tlenocratlai
Fcrrra.n'ilear Ibe trlbal chl.et 1o aot a illotator; he üar.to re\r
ffiEã-õunc!Ì. 

"Íe 
roust ba-lâloe tbc trlba]. cúeÍ Eyatstr anÀ 

-
' thc riultL-earti systéu. Ihe probleú of the coirntryelilc snil the

oltles are coulÈete\r ôlÍíerenfl eaô thc aolutlotu src o'lso
dlfferent. lhe oultl-partSr ayeten lc noat fl,t Íor tbe urbal
aroal .  

l .  . ,  : -

le:nandÍea: [Ih'ey x sajr so EraqIr thlngs. For oxanple they sqy
ffi B rllg agãnt ln tle 1950rE. Brrt I vãa bo:ne-l:r Í94+,
how oould I have bean a i'}ItE agent ln the 195Qte?.plelrhernrr
la rald, to hsve been a coJ.onel ln th,c eolonlal. erqr, but Lt
tbat rras Eor tb,en lt utas not o-. apa.rtheld, arqra.'thesc ,aro
otrly fl.eg_, .ïe. d.e-"1* clear evlilenoea.

Q' lÍh8,t Ía tbc rclatloa betveoa Eol llover aail thc MilR?
Fcrmq!àegl Uhen,,re Blarteal oür uê!; -Rboileals gavc ur'Erpport.
Eea l lorÌer (?lovers?) Íroa'the CIO (?) asstate.d, l :r the'ooatact.

Qi' OrIa.n.Io Crletl lÂ? : . '  ,  " 
'-:.; '-"

Femaaileg.r Ee ts our'geaeral oeorctarlrr although ha te. not bora
ïEffiE-uoranblguc bút herc ta iorüu!ár.. Ec !ãuglt_agaÍast
lnâLDIO ln ooloaJ.al t+:", aril,ritr d,ge1. . .' . :-

Q.. Uhat le'yoÌrr relátìohahlp t* to guuot . , ' : '
le:roancl.eb: lrU!ÍO doeg aot erlat'any Eorcl alrd.oa\r erleteil, 1ll,
Ï6ffiãáE . .l ;. '-:.' ,

|:

Q. Vfrat 1g your re1àtloaehlp.vitL uIlÍ Íro!'lngola? .'
LerneflLesr Ue have a relatlonshtp rl.th IníMr but we do not
õõõãFtuã for p5aotÍcal rcaaoiar .tüac vc er. fÍghtlng. ao fsr
apart. ïe cllscuirg vlth theul but tor.ug lt Ía lnpoeslblc to
b.ëIp our .bgolra brothera. Ihey arc ftghtlng thq eaue atmgglct
they vant s ilenooraltio aniÌ'frec'soolct;r Í-u lagola. Âuô they
çrc-_ffg5!+Bg agl.ìnsf the Cubàna'.ag1 wr ere alac aga!'st Cubaas
ür !íoeanblque.
lut there ig oaE ü1g illftereace.'UtrIll fc'a tiiuaf rnoveueat,
bereô ou the ülbuailu. fre.ififR lc.not a trlbal uovernentl but
recrrrlt fron eìl grouDs. Ibereforc ye {re g1oser to vlotoqr
than f,i{lfl

q. tÍh^et ls your peraonal baokgroutil?
leraandess I vae born b lÈr Belra !i 1944. Stuillca b üoga*
ETqre-afe tha lagt 5 lears. oÍ grunasluln Ln llebos. I'hen I 'rent
baok to ltoarinblquer -útl workeÀãc orttc lnepector (pollola
luatlolarla) Ln Lourànco l.iarqucrl thc! to ÌÍsngrÌa anô Ln thc
úegluÍlg oÍ 1974 Í becanc.(üreotor o! [otloles ôe ,lelra 1l
leira. In Juno T974 I vas expellgd by FRELIì{O Jouraa'lletat
a.aô starteô to vork ee e lalyer (thls he proaounced ao rllarr)

' 
ül Belra. Ia July L975 the lav Dractlsc at s proÍesslon vaã
abollsheô by t'Íachel as rqsrtrrnsroe oÍ Juatlo€r. I then vorked, al

a ! '

I  t ' '

J . -



a teaohcr Ín enf@aclun, and. Ín Septenber 1976 IeÍt for Irlebon
1r order to organLze our reftrge.o henp on M[Rta !shq'ì" vlth
thc oooporatÍ.on of FUIÍO.

nilO uE! headed, by porrtngos lroucel but I Boon reallzeô th^Bt
hc waa not a stroag E&ne Ee wanted to leaô tbe flg!,t agqlnst
InAfriHO frol lrlebone Our oolrrralrüers d,ld, not acoept,tblal nor
dÍô I. llherefotc va oreateü MIIR on the lst of Ì,íqy tíâ'er Ch{nolo
tn thc !íanlcE provlnoor fhere vc hsdr our flrst r"strlngr ì{r
hâ.ô ver? fev ïe,apono then. The oonm&nders flrgt reoerrlted somc
relatlvogo It Lg a rìr}tr niraole that Ìíe havc cone aa Íar aB yc
heve toda,y ln theec fev Jroars.

Q. Eov coulô you hsve colunaÌrders
Femgncles t Oru oosuuar,rd.ert tíero

i{o zanbÍque here r nra}ìJr
ÍJt i,Íoza^nblque llvc here.

perhaps )OO r 000 ì{ozam-

beforo you hacl en orgen{satlon?
thoee who had, eaoaped, fron

Q. Uh.at klnd of work d,o you do fn Porf,trgal?
lerl,ql{es.; ïíe are not lnterestetl Ín Portugêl;, lt le the pooreet
--l!t

o-ountrlr In trïsope. I Br Portuguear not becsuae I vant lt but
beoauee f noeô a paseport to travel.
I aìr b,ere baC.euge there afe Írrqny frou
skll].ecl !Íozanbloang that yc v111 neeô
Il rÍe lnclutle the chlldran there axt
blcane 11v1ng lu PortugsL,
líe. have a papet ths.t ua dletrlbutc to Moza.nblca-ne ln Portrrgnf..
Ever1r üay l[ozamblcans 11vlng herc oall. tns to get 1Ã contact
trl,tb, :íÌÍR.

Ìíe have had no cllÍfloultl.es Ín yqlk{ng hete. fhe portugueso
govenuDeat hae a d,ouble eta-u.üarô. Íhe ïR.iIIllO goysrnneut evcr1r
nou and. thon trlee to grt prsfrsure on the Sortuguesr autb,orltlca
d to nakc then taka aotlons agar',st rneü and, ou.r actlvltlol.
But the Portuguese goyexrurent oaly startg €ul ll:rveatlgattoar.r
s,nd. thls Ís B pure fa.ko. on thc ona hanü they want relatlonr
vlth ths pretrent l,ïoza.nbÍon. governnents ! for trad,c aad other
purposes, but oa the other band. they horr tlrat vo are tho
frturc lead,crs, and they d,o not vnnt to barl' üBr but ur'.t gooô
relatlons wltb, EEr too.

9. ïhere d,o you havs representatlvsr?
Fernand.es r Ií Parla I tteót Ge:mar11rr and, the Unlted, Stateg (ero€pl
for l r lebon).


