
POLITICAL C ONSTITUTI ON

OF

M 0Z4yBJQUE

PART I FUNDAT{ENTAL GUARANTEES

Art ie le,  J .  Iv lozarnbique is  a federat€d r  inde-
pendent  and sovereign Republ ic ,  formed by an in-
d isso lub le  un ion  o f  the  Sta tes  wh ich  compose l t .

Ar t ie le ?.  The nat ional  terr i tory ls  that
which current ly  belor€s to i t .

Ar t ic le 7.  Mozambique has no expansionist
ambi t ionsr  Dor shal l  i t  t ransfer  any port ion of
temitorXr over which i t  exerc ises sovereignty.
Howeve r, i t  shal1 have the r ight to take measure s
for the ad justment of i ts frontier^s by means of
international accords approved by the National
Congress .

Ar t i c le  ! .  The ex ten t  and boundar ies  o f
lnternational water^s and of air apace shal l  be
def ined by Iaw.

Ar t i c le  5 ,  The Nat ion  sha l l  cons is t  o f  a l l
c i t izens of  Mozambique resld i r rg wi th in or  wi thout
the nat ional  terr i tory.  A specia l  law shal l  regu-
Iate the means of  acquir ing and of  los ing c i t izen-
sh ip

Ar - t i c le  6 ,  Wi thout  p re  jud ice  to  respeet  f  o r
international agreements freely concluded, al i-ens
res ident  w i th in  the  temi to ry  o f  Mozambique sha l1
be sub jec t  to  federa l  and s ta te  laws in  fo rce  a t
the  t ime.

$r t : i c le  ? .  No res t r i c t  ion  sha l l  be  impose d
upon the r ight  of  f reedom of  movement wi th in the
ent i re  na t iona l  te r r i to ry ,  bu t  the  c i t rzen  sha l l
remain subject  to the laws of  the State in which
he sha l I  happen to  be .
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Art ic le B.  Al l  c l t izens are equal  before the
law r and no one sha1l be privl leged or disabled
because of  socia l  condi t io l l r  ancestry r  b i r th r  s€X r
race I language , origin, r^el igion r or irel igious
conv ic t ions .  .

Ar t i c le  2 .  No one sha l l  be  den ied  Jus t ice
and lega1 protection. Ordinary laws shal l  guaran-
tee procedures capable of peruit t i rrg access to the
cour ts  fo r  a l l  c i t i zens  to  de fend the i r  r igh ts ,
regardless of  the economic condi t i -on of  the pet l -
t ionefs o

Art icle ]0. Laws shal l  always have a gener^al
abstr:act character, and xoay not limit the extent
and reach of  the essent ia l  content  of  const i tu-
t iona l  p rov is ions .

Art ie le 11.  Const l tut ional  legaI  provis ions
pertaining to fundamental r lghts must be integ-
rated and inter?reted in accordance with the spir-
i t  o f  the Universal  Declarat ion of  the Rights of
Man.

Ar t i c le  l ' 2 .  Suspene ion  or  res t r i c t ion  o f
individual guarantees r 'whether total or part lal  t
may take p lace only in cases of  a state of  s iege,
emergency r  or  bel l igerency r  i t  being necessary to
specify by means of a proclamation the duration
and scope of  the suspensj-on or  restr ic t i  oD.

Art ic le 13.  Only when recourse to publ ic
author iW would be impossib ler  a '8 in the case of
imminent  aggression,  shal l  i t  be permlssib le to
repel  force wi th force.

A; : t ic le 14.  The r ight  to l i fe  '  physical
integri ty, and personal and moral security is ln-
herent in the human person and under no circum-
stances may be v io lated.

Art ic le 15.  The f  o l lowir rg r ights '  l5-ber t ies
and individual guarantees shal l  be applicable to
al l  c i t izens of  I t lozambique and to a l iens resident
in the c ountrlr :

a)  the r ight  to inst i tu te cr iminal  prosecu-
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. ) : .
,jit i on against  ar{ f  lnstance of  rac ia l  pre jud j -ce.

b)  No one sha l l  be  impr isoned un less  h is
gui l t  is provenr or suffer arty l i roitat ion upon
his per :s onal  l iber ty  r  txcept  in  cases of  presump-
t ion or suspicion based upon a previ.ous felor\y
record, and withi.n the l imits preseribed by penal
Iaw.

c ) Iqprisonment without proven gui l t ,  when
permit ted by lawr sha' l  1  y ie ld to judic ia l  corrob-
oration, and within the t irne l ini ts establ ished
for  such corroborat i .on.

d ) No one shaIl  be punished criminal ly unless
by v i r tue ,of  a previous J-aw whieh def ines the deed
and dec la res  i t  to  be  pun ishab le .  '

e)  There shaI l  ex j -s t  no punishments nor
methods of  restra int  causing depr ivat ion of  l ib-
erty whieh are of a perpetual nature, nor of un-
l imi ted or  indef in i te durat ion.  Methods of  re-
straint are appl icable only to dangerous and ab-
normal  indiv iduals.

f )  In a l l  t r ia ls  for  cr imes the punishment
for  which could be impr isonment,  there shal l  be
an -opportuni ty  for 'contradictory test imony.

g)  No one sha11 be sente-nced or  depr ived of
I iber ty  {xcept  by iudic ia l  author i ty .

I

h) In the applicati-on of punishments the
pr inc ip le  " In  dub io  p ro  lge"  sha l I  be  in  fo rce .

i)  The r ight to the review of condernnatory
sentenees,  under the ter^ms and condi t ions to be
f ixed by lawr shaI l  be guaranteed to everTrone.

j  )  The r ight  to work,  to pr ivate property,
to  f ree  in i t ia t i ve ,  to  pub l i c  ess is tance,  to  eduea-
t ion  a t  a l l  Ieve ls ,  to  a  p lace  to  l i ve ,  to  f ree
associat  j -on f  or  cooperat i r re purpos es ,  to protect ion
for  chi ldrenr the fami ly ,  the condi t ions of  father-
hood and motherhood,  to  one 's  good name and reputa-
t ion,  to the f  ree expression of  thought  i . r r  any f  orm,
to  p ro tec t ion  in  o ld  age ,  to  cho ice  o f  p ro fess ion ,
type of  work and to the f ree a l ienat ion of  property.
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1) The r ight  to f ree asgoclat ion shal l  be
guaranteed, provided the regulat ions indispeneable
to publ lc tranquil l i ty are obserrred,

m) The establ ishment of  armed, n l l i tary or
par^amll i tary associat ions, except for feder^al of
s ta te  secur i ty  fo rc€sr  sha l l  no t  be  permi t ted .

n) No one shal l  be imprisoned. for fai lure to
pay taxes r court costs, or ar\y other f  inancial
obligat j- on .

o ) The r ight to the fre e dispos i t ion of
property r both in l i fe and for testamentary pur-
pos€Er shal l  be guaranteed,  provided such di -sposi -
t ion be consistent  wich c iv i l  law.

p)  The conf iscat ion or  expropr lat ion of  prop-
er ty ehal l  be prohib i ted,  except  where the publ1c
in te res t  nay  be  pre jud ieed.  In  the  la t te r  caB€1
a judic ia l  procedure shal l  be held and indemni f ica-
t ion  pa id .

q )  For  every in jury suf fered there shal l
ex is t  the corresponding r ight  to be compensated

-for the damage suffered, thus perrnit t ing the j .n-
jur ies in the moral  order to be atoned for  mone-
iar i ly .

r )  There shaI l  ex is t  no obl igat ion to pay
taxes whose S,mposi t ion does not  come abqrt  by 1aw.

Art icle 15. Habeas corpus shal l  be i ,nst i tu-
ted againet the abuse of Power and i l legal impris-
onment or detention. I t  shal l  be regulated by a
special 1aw and i ts avai labi l i ty shal l  be assured
to every e i t izen before a judic ia l  or  n i l i tary
tr ibunal. The tr ibunal E o peti t ioned uust
announce i ts decision wlthln ten days from the
date of  the pet j . t ion.

Ar t i c le  L? .  Freedom o f  re l ig lon  and worsh lp
shal I  be recognized and protected '  but  shal l  be
so l imited es not to offend againet the free wil l
or  physical  or  moral  in tegr i ty  of  indiv iduals.
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Art ic le 18.  The media of  coulnnunicat lon shal l
en joy  f reedom,  ?nd the i r  m iss ion  to  educate  and
inform the publ ic  shaU be recognized.

Ar t i c le  19 .  Hea l th r  w€ l fa re  and educat iona l
services furnished by the State shal l  always be
f ree .

Art ic le 20,  Employers and
possess assurance of  f reedom of
through guilds and labor uniorls .

Ar t  i  c le
t i ve ,  under
for by 1aw '

Ar t i c le  ?3 .  The economy in  a l l
shal l  be defended f rom al l  parasi t ic
and s imple speculat ion.  At  a l l  t imes
volvement of  labor in  the product iont
contro l  of  business shal l  be a pr ime

workers shal l
ass oc iat i -on

Art ic le ?L.  The establ ishment of  nat ional
pol i t ica l  par t ies for  the democrat ic  expresslon^
bf  the popular  wi l l  shal l  be permit ted,  and thei r
operat ion shal l  be sub ject  to law.

2L _b). The r ight of popular ini t ia-
condi t ions and c i rcumstances provided
sha l l  be  recogn ized.

THE EC ONOiViIC ORDEP.

Art igl-e 22. The economic organi zation shal l
be adaptable to the circurastances and situation
of  each per iod 60 as to br ing about  3 just  balarrce
among private propertyr capital and laborr always
ainir"^g at greater productivi ty and development
which-wi l l  provide a l l  c i t ize jns wi th improved
mn.terial and s ocial well-be ing.

i ts  areas
ac t iv i t ies
, the in-
prof i ts  and

goa l .

$r t ic l -e-  ?Y, ,  Col lect ive bargain ing agree-
ments shalt--Ue arr ived at through negotiat j .ons
betvreen labr:r unions and ernployers' groups r i f
such *ha. l . l  e :< is t .  Str j .kes shal l  be permit tedr
br:t fi it i3r cnl-1 te}:e place as- a flnal recourse and
under canci i t iCIns set  for th in a specia l  law
which shal i  regulate thei - r  use.  hhenever in a
certa ln State { f rere shal l  not  ex ist  f ree ass6cia-
t ions of workers or eirrploye ns '  organi zat ions ,
l ,-ebnr c ont::acts shai- l  h"ave a Fers onal characte r
nnd l :e sub 3 ect  to the L imi tat i  ons i rnposed by 1aw.



-  ^Ar t ie le  4 .  The accumula t ion  o f  p ro jec ts  by
publ ic  and pr ivate busine6ses sha1l  be coi= idered
impediments to,  and counterproduct ive of ,  an econ-
omic c l imate of  fu l l  employment.

Ar t ie le ?6- ,  Regi  onal  cooperat ives sharr  ben-
ef i t  f rom the incent ive and support  of  the State.

Ar l icrg 4.  The intervent ion of  the publ ie
p_owers in a direct nanner in carryirrg out part ic-
u lar  pro jects shal l  take p laee whLn t r rey p l r t ic i -
pate in such projeets wi th pubr ic  capi th,  or  in
order  to  ob ta in  soc ia l  benef i t s  supe i io r  to  those
obtainable wi thout  thei r  in tervent ion.

Art ic le 28.  Pr ivate in i t ia t ive and entre-
preneur iar  pal l ic ipat ion shal l  be encouraged in
those areas  wh ich ,  by  Iaw,  a re  no t  reserved fo r
the exclus i-r" act ivi ty of the State .

A,r t ic lg 4:  Federal  legis lat ion sha1l  pro-
mote  the  e f fec t i ve  deve lopment  o f  d i f fe ren t  see-
tors of  the economy, such as agr icul ture,  ranch-
ing,  miningl  energy,  h ighwaysI  ra i lways,  harbors,
ocean and r iver  t ransportat ion,  f isher ies and
cj-neget ics,  wi th a v iew to the coordinated and
acce le ra ted  inerease in  the  na t iona l  wea l th .

-  Ar t ic le- : -4.  Lawsui ts  ar is ing f  rom labor con-
t rac ts ,  in  loca l i t ies  where  the i r  vo lume jus t i f ies
i t ,  may  be  se t t led  in  spec ia l  cour ts .  rn  the  res t
of  the temitory they shal1 be decided in the or-
d inary courts.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AND PUBLIC ORDER

Ar t ic le  3 I .  The ex is tence o f  mi l i ta ry  fo rces
of  landr  s€a.  and a i r  fo r  the  necess i t ies  o f  de-
fense of !h" integri ly of the federal terr i tory
of  Mozambique,  as -wel l  as mi l i tary forces essen-
t ia l  to the maintenance of  order ana publ ic  peace
shaI l  be  assured.

Srt iele 32. The mil i tary organi zation shal l
be one f  or  the ent i re temitory.  The f  orces for
the maintenance of order shaIl  be organized. into

'  ' {s ;6,  eche}ors ,  one,  wi th a f  ede ra1 r ie ra of  act ion ,

6



and the other  of  s tate aet iv i ty .  A uni tary h ier-
a rchy  sha l l  be  app l icab le ,  however ,  to  bo th .

Art i .c le j j .  Mi l i tary se nr ice shalr  be uni_
versal  and obl igatory for  a l l  c i t izens,  to be
ef fected in a manner to be determined by raw.

PART II POLITICAL ORGAN IZATION OF MOZAMBIQUE

Art ic l -e 34.  Al l  povrer  emanates f rom the
Nat iorr r  and is  exerelsed in i ts  name upon the
0rgans of Sovereignty.

Art ic le : l  5 .  The Federated Republ ic  of
Mozambiqyg shalL consist  of  the fo l lowing states r
Rormma, Ni,ass? r lvlacuana I Zambe zia, Tete , 

-S 
ofala ,

Irrhambane , Gaza, and Maputo.

Ar t i c le 35'  The c i ty  and i ts  l imi ts ,  whieh
as the capital of the Feder-ati orr r
the specia l  s tatus of  a Federal  Dis-

shal l  serve
shall en j oy
t r i c t .

_Art ic le 37.  The organs of  sovereignty are s
the Pres ident of lviozambique , the National C ongr€ss I
and the C ourbs .

THE PRESIDENCY

Art ic le ?9.  The Presidency of  the Federated
Republic of ulozambique shal l  be exercised by the
chief  of  s tate r  who shaI l  be invested wi th tne
.executirre,.power and who shal1 be elected by the
Nation through the inter^nrediary of an elector^ar
eol lege made up of members of the National con-
gre ss r state deputies , state Goverrrors ,  members
of  Munic ipar  Assembl i -es,  members of  the chanbers,
and Couneilmen of the local Juntas.

Ar t i c le  39 .  The Pres ident  sha l l  be  e lec ted
for seven years and shal l  carry out, by virtue
of  h is  of f ice r  the dut ies .of  Supreme command.er  of
the Amed Forces .  In case of  v lcancy,  the Pres i -
dent-eIect  shal l  begin a new. seven-year tern.

_ Art ic le -  4o.  Any c i t izen of  lv lozambi-que may be
elected President  of  Mozambique l f  he was born



within the natlorral terr i toryr is at least 35 year'B
of  age,  and ls  in  fu l l  posseasion of  h is  c iv i l  and
pol i t ica l  r ights.

Art ic le 41.  The candldates for  the Presidency
phall  be proposed by a mlnimun of 20 members of the
electoral col lege to the Federal Supreme Court
wi th ln 60 dqys pr ior  to the date set  for  the new
elect iorr .  Qual i f icat ions of  e l ig ib i l l ty  shal I  be
evaluated within 20 days. Shou1d ar\y irregularity
ln his quaIl f icat ions be noted, the candidate shal l
be not l f ied ao that  he m4V correct  i t  wi th in 5
days, fol lowing which there is a definit ive evalua-
t lonr from which there is no appeal.

Art icle !+2-. The candidate who shal l  have
obtained more than half of a1f val idly-cast votes
sha1l be elected President. I f  no one shal l  have
obtained a maJor i ty l  I  second bal lot  shal l  be held
within 3 days between the two candidates who ob-
tained the most votes at the f irst bal lot ing and
who have not withdrawm their candidacy. Whoever
shal1 have obtained the naj orl ty of votes at the
second bal lot ing shal I  be e lected President .

Ar t ic le 91.  The President  shal I  be invested
with his off ice before the Natj-onal Corrgress on
the last  day of  the term of  h is  predecessor orr
in the case of  an e leet ion to f i l l  a  vacancyr  on
the f i f th dqy subsequent to the publicati-on of the
electoral results. He shal l  take the fol lowing
oath 3 " f solernnly awear that I will carry out the
of f ice of  President  of  the Federated Republ ic  of
I f lozambique and that I  wi l l  def end the C onsti tut ion. "

Article 4ll. The Pree ident nay abs ent hins e1f
from the national terri-tory only with the consent
of  the Senate.  ,This consent  ls  g iven in caaes of

, travelr transit ,  or voyages gf an off icial charac-
ter of J.ess than f ive days' duration. The non-
observarrce of this regplation shall automatically
result in the immediate loss of off ice r and'a new
elec t ion  sha l l  be  he ld .  '

Article y5. &ring the, absence .or  temporary
as we 11 as during adisabi l i ty  of  the Presidentr

vaeancy in the of f ice unt i l  the e leet ion of  a new
President ,  the dut ies of  the President  ehal1 be



assumed by the President  of  the Senate.

Art ic le l+6,  The President  of  lv lozambique
snall  recFe a salary, to be determined by the
Senate prior to the elect iol lr  and he In4y cloose
two propert ies from federaL holdirrgs for his
of f i l ia l  res idence and for  h is  pr ivate home.

Art icl_e n_. Crimes committed by the Presi-
dent ffique shalI be tried by the Feder^al
Supreme C ourt of Justic€ r I f  cr imes against ! Ir"
Consti tut ion are involvedr the indictment sha1l
proceed f rom the Senate.  For cr imes unconnected
ir i tn his off icial functions as President '  he
sha1l be answerable only after the expirat ion of
his ter:sr of of f i-ce .

Ar t i c le  48 .  In  the  exerc ise  o f  h is  execut ive
power,  thre Tresiaent  is  iss is ted by h is Ministers
bf  State whom, wi th the advice of  the Senater  he
shal l  f reely nominate.  Together wi th - themr he
shal l  const i tute the Government of  Mozambique.

Art icle 4a . The Pres j-dent of M ozamb ique -
snattffitre totlowing powers r as here spec j--

f i e d :  
-  l ; .  :

a )  to exerc ise ,  wi th h is  lv l in is ters of  State r
the federal  execut j -ve Pow€rr-

b ) to promulgate and have made public laws
and decr€€s r

c)  to convene the Nat ional  Congress and to
dissolve the Charnbers which make i t  uP, when the
Consti tut ion perrnits i t  and the higher interests
of the' natj-on require i t .

.  r  ,  c)  to - represent  the Nat ion and di rect  , i ts
foreign affairs r

d )  to declare war arrd conclude peace,  a i ter
author:-zatj-on bY the Senate.

r i : . . :  . e  ) r -+gr -  51Ane,ambasBadofs ,  a ' I l d  tO  Cfea te ' . 'O I : : " ; ' , : - : . -

abol ish the h igher of f ices of  the hrbl ic  Adminis-
tr-at i on .
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f )  to  decree general  mobi l izat ion or  s tates
of s iege or of emergency in all or ar\y part of
the  Nat ion .

g) to order feder^al intervention in the fed-
er^ated states.

h)  to send the Nat ional  Budget  to Congress
and to submit to the senate subseguent changes in
a l lo tments .

i )  to  account  to the Nat ional  Congress on
matters relat ive to the previ-ous f iscal year
wi th in 6O days af ter  i ts  expirat ion.

j )  to  d isc lose  regu la r ly  to  Congress  the
state of the nation and the proposed progr^ams of
his Government, submitt ing always to the sunmons
of  the Senate when i t  requests h is  presence.

1)  to moderate and commute sentenc€s.

Art ic le 50.  In a purely advisory capaei ty ,
a counci l  o f  s tate shal l  funct ion wi th the Presi -
dent .  I t  shal l  be composed of  L5 persons who

-shall  be answerable only to the chief of state of
It lozambique and who shalI advi.se him in matters
wi th in thei r  specia l  competence and which he might
submit to them for their study and judgment.

These counselor.s shal l  have seats and votes
in the National congress and cannot be removed
from of f iee.  Their  per iod of  of f iee shal l  termin-
ate wi th that  of  the President .

THE NATI OI'IAL C ONGRESS

Article 51. The National Co4glesjs_ shal l  be
composed of two federal chambers s 

-tht 
Senate and

the Assembly of  Deput ies

Art iele 52. The member^s of C ongress shal1
enjoy the fo l lowing immuni t ies and pr iv i leges:

a)  They shal l  not  be answerable for  thei r
v iews and votes g iven in the exerc ise of  thei r
of f  j -ce ,  ef  cept  in  cases of  defamat ion r  s lander,
abuse against  any c i t izen,  of fenses against  publ ic
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morral i tyr  or  publ ie inc i tement to cr ime.

b )  They nay not  act  as jurors ,  wi tness€s I  or
expert  wi tnesses wi thout  the permiss ion of
Congress .

'  
.  "  

)  _Thgy nay not be held in custody nor im-
pris oned without the consent of C ongre ss r exeept
f  or  f  e lonies r  and,  i -n the lat ter  cE Ss r  only i f

i  f lagrant del icto is proved r oF by virtue of judi-
cial mandate.

I

d) In the event of a criminal proceedirrg
against  a member of  Congress r  not iee of  the indict -
ment shal l  be conmunicated to the President of the

: frJational Congress who shal1 decide whether the
Deputy or Senator shal l  be suspended during the
peri-od of the trj-aI .

e ) The remuneration to be paid members of
C ongre ss f or the execut j-  on of the ir  duties shal l
be set by the by-Iaws of the Chambers.

Ar t i c le  5 j .  The Pres ident  o f  the  Nat iona l
Co"ngress may propose to the fu l l  body the expul-
sion of any Senator or Deputy who acts against
the integri f f  of Mozambique as an independent

- --nat-ion^€r'who--incttes the population':or -any- of - : '- -

the Federated States,  to subvers ive v io l€rrc€.
The decis ion wi l l  be taken by a aajor i ty  of  at
least two-thirds of the combined votes of the two
Chanbers o

'- - A-rtiele {l+.- - The Corrgress shall sit in ordin-
ary session f rom October 1 unt i l  Apr i l  30,  and in
extraordinary session whenever convened by the
President  of  the Republ ic .

Art icle 55. Proceedings in the two Federal
' Chambers shall be governed by regulations voted

upon by each Chamber.

Art ic le f t - .  Proceedings of  Congress and of
each of  the two Chambers shal l  be recorded for
publ icat ion in the Congressional  Record.

Art ic le 57 .  No member of  Congress may,  dur-
ing the per iod for  which he was elected,  be named
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i )  the author lzat ion of  loans or  other  credi t
transactions whlch are not f loatirrg debts.

j  )  the deflnit ion of the l imits of terr i tor-
iar waters and of laws pertaining to sea depths
and ai r  gpaee.

1) trre approvar of internationar treatles in
which Mozambique j .s a part ieipant.

m) the passage of laws
tj .ons upon the l ibert ies and
Z€IlE e

which enta i l  restr ic-
guarantees of ci t i -

n) the passage of ta:c legislation and of laws
which define the national nonetary system.

o )  
- t t re 

def in i t ion of  labor legis lat iorr r  local
admlnistrat ive _organizatiorl  r  publ i-  safeW, ed.uca-
t ionr health, federal adrninistrat iortr laboi uniorls r
the regulat ion of real property and of the economy,
and the determinati-on of the cri teria for the
classif icat ion of publ ic enterprises and their
regulat ion.

_ Art ic le @: The Assembly of  DeFmties shar l
be made up of  180 deput ies erected bt  universal
suffrage and in aecord with ordinqry legislatiorl.

_Art isre e. - The senate shal l  be mad.e up of
two Senators elected from each Feder-ated state I

-t_hey sha1l be_ not I_ess than 35 years . of &ge. .sen-
ator^s shall b-e elected by the r,egislatj.ve-Assem-
bl ies by seeret vote from among ihose candidates
who offer themselves for eleetion by being nomin-
ated by a minimum of  5r000 c i t izen-electors of  the
State .

. Artlele_ g. The ter^m of Senatorsr shall be
six year^s. l iowever, in the f ir^st erection the
older senator of each state sha1l hold off ice for '
three year6 only r 8t the end of whieh tirne new
elections wilr  be held to f ir l  his vacancy. sub-

-aeqrenJ-J-a -Jhj-s,, the pattern of - elections*ior -
periods of 6 years ehau obtai-n, for each senaiorr
Eo that every 3 years there shall take place an
elect lon for  one-hal f  of  the Senate.

13



Art ie le 93.  For each per iod of  6 yeara the
SenatE- Fhal1 elect a Senator who shal l  Berve as
i ts  Presid.ent .  In the event  of  h is  absence or  in-
capaci f f ,  the o ldest  Senator  sha1l  assume th is
o f f  i . ce .

Art ie le 64,  The f  o l lowi-ng shal l  be wi th in
the exefusive competence of the Senate t

a ) to deter^mine the c onf ormity of the acts
of  the President  of  the Republ ic  wi th the const i -
tut ional and legal requirements.

--: :  -r  .b ) . , tg, r:at i fy ,a declarat ion of 'a- state 'of i  '  .  '  :
-  

siege or total emergency when sueh state excee.ds
30 a"y" '  

4uration r or. a declar^ati .on of part ial
emergency-when such s ta te  exceeds 6o  days .

c ) to determi-ne the material and organic com-

=-= p€tency-. of=J-aws, and .to present such f *qings to 
:

- -  
tne Nat ional  Corrgress r  should the s i tuat ion
demand it .

d) to examine the general accounts of the

-  F ederated States .  
, .

e) to give advj-ce concerning the Gener^al
Budget  and Accounts of  the-Federat ion

f ) to evaluate the perf or"nance reports of
the General Progress PIan ' ,

g)  to g ive adviee 'concerning the Arurual
Federated Prograrn.

h) to examine the compliance with the laws
on the part of the Executive , the. _{ederated St-4tgs, -,
and' arg1l.gther publ ic ehtff f  .  '1 ' : ' :  :"  1 :  Y' ' :  '>

i )  to t ry  the President  of  the Republ ie,  Min-
isters I  Governors of States r members of the Federal
and State Chambers I Ambassadors and other high
personages j-n publ j .c,ad,ministrat ion^ q9--desig44!ed,,.
Ly-. 1aw if or -erimes'tnvolVi1'lg''the if bffiii-tl re sp on-
s ib i l i t ies .
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T}tE C OU RTS

" 
' 

Article- f <'.- - The Courts are s overeign organs :
wi th competeney to exerc ise the judic ia l  funct ion.

lr t icle 66 . The C ourts ,  in matter-s subrnit ted
to then f or their judgmerrt r may not apply norms
whieh violate the Corst i tut j .on. Upon exhaustion=::- of ' the ordina:y remedies applicable to the case ::  , :
in which the applicable nolrn has been declared
unconsti tut ionalr the Agent of the h"rbl ie lvl inis-
ter shal l  request the Federal Procur^ator of the
Republie to submit to the Senate a peti t ion for
the repeal of the nor:In which has been declared' I = 
uriconstftuttonhl=. The -d.ecision of the Senate -l
shal- l  have the force of interpretat ive law.

Ar t l c le  '67 .  
The Cour ts  sha l l  be  lndependent

subJecT-on lv  to  Iaw,  and may seek  the  ass ls tance
o f  adJunc t  Ju r l s ts  o r  o ther  au thor l t l es .

Ar t i c le  58 .  The dec is ions  o f  the  Cour ts
shal.l be bindirrg upon all public and private
enti t ies, and shal l  prevai l  over those of any
other authority.

A h r  r a r , ?  b :  I

ArtiQ_le.= 69: 
'"Court s ess l ons sha1,l . be 'publ.ic 1 ^

except when the appropriate Court shal l  decide to
the contrary for reasons obv.iously just i f iable
in order to safeguard personal dignity or pubfic
morality r or in order to guarantee its norrnal
functioning.

ArJicIe 70. Judges are appolnted for J- i fe )
may not be removed, and are regulated by a single
statute in which are covered questions of transferr

., : :=:ens 

j-on r r€t irement ,  and dismissal.

Art-iflg Zl:^.'Saiie 
-f or 'the *exceptlons 'provi,ded !'- -

for  by law'  judges shal l  not  be held responsib le
f  or  thei r  decis ior ls  e

Art i_clg 72. Judges in the exere j-se of their' 
= - . , -offig_e- rryry_.no^t e3g?ge in _an_y_ other public or priv-

ate activi$- f or- ivhich they -receive ' remunefr.tion. -

Ar t ie ] -e 77.  The nominat ion r  aPPointmett ,



transfer and promotion of judges and the exercise
of discipl.irrary action against them l-le wlthin the
competency of the Federal Supreme Courb r v{hose
members ehall  always be elected by a secret vote
of  a l - l  judges.

Art icle fu..  There shal l  exist ordinary courts
: :Q f , . the f i r s t ' and .8€Cond. ins tancear rdaFeder -a1

Supreme Courb. The creation of courts of the f irst
instance to deal  wi th speeia l ized.  matters shal l  be
pernri t ted by act of the CorrgrBSSo

Article 7 \.  C ourts of the f i r^st instance
,.-a:re- -dist ri'ct-c ourts,, and sp e cia-L i.z e d- c ourts;-' = Th oB e "

of  the second instance are the Regist ry courts.
The Federal Supreme Court functions as a court of
instance in those cases which the law sha1l  deter-
mine and is the highest organ in the hier^archy of
jud ic ia l  t r ibuna ls .

Ar t ie le  75 .  The c rea t ion  o f  spec ia l  cour ts
to render judgment for  a Epeci f ic  category of
c r imes is  p roh ib i ted .

Ar t i c le  7J- .  The te r r i to r ia l  ju r i sd ic t ion  o f
'-toufts-pf^'bhe''f irst'' and second instance- shall be r"- -:':

def ined by law.

Art ic le 78.  The creat ion of  rn i l i tary courts
for  the t r ia l  of  cr imes essent ia l ly  rn i l i tary in
their nature and of administrat ive eourts shal l

-te-'prermi-fied*.^ These- shatt be--permitred to'- s it' in' :

spec ia l i zed  d iv is ions  w i th  f i sca l '  cus toms and
cort rnerc ia l  jur isd ict j -ons .

Art jcle 29 . Ass igned to each c ourt shal l  be
an Agent of the Rrbl ic Ministry act irrg as defender

'-anrd^gua"diarrf i.nsufe obs€:rrarrce= of ' l-egal.-t'ormal- ^

i t ies and representat ive of  the State and of  other
interests as6igned to h im. The Nat ional  Congress
sha1l  pass legis lat ion pert inent  to the regplar
funct ioning of  th is  paral le l  magist rate,  who shal l

.be independent of the irrdlc j-aI magistr^acy.

Ar. t ic le p0.  Incr iminat ions which are t rans-
la ted  in to  ac ts  o f  d i rec t  phys ica l  v io lence sha l l
be banned,  and no one shal l  be found gu i l ty  twice
fo r  the  same c r ime.
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STATE AND AUTARCHICAL ORGANIZATION

Art ic le 8I .  The fo l lowing States shal I  make
up th-e Uniorl  r ,  .Rol lma r Macuana, NiasB& r Tete , .  .
Zamb{,zia, Sofala, Inhambane , Gaza and Maputo.

Art ic le 82.  Oely upon the in i t ia t ive of  the
State in question and with the approval of two-
th i rds of  the Nat ional  Congress shal l  i t  be pos-

:  g ib le to a l ter ' , the or ig inal  boundar ies of  argr  :  :
State or to forrr a new State from any part of a
previ -ous1y exist i r rg State.

Ar t i c le  83 .  Each Sta te  sha l l  possess  a
State Legis lat j.ve C ounc j-l made up of state Depu-

=. {:!ss e. .ec-te&'by 'c-itizen electors for a'. term of - :- -:
four  years by universal  d i reet  secret  bal Iot .
Their  number shal I  be calculated on the basis of
two for  each munic ipal i ty ,  p lus an addi t ional  one
for  the capi ta l  c i ty  of  the State.

:- -7-.:  -==-Ar-t iele ,&r=, *n.,ordinary_ 1aw of
shal l  regulate the functioning of the
lat ive Counci ls  and thei r  spheres of

Ar t i c le  85 .  The Execut ive  Power  sha l l  be
exercf f i  6e States by. thei r  respect ive Gov-

. 'nrr'-' 'errtlr€ .nrrQpl4g.rrrclrs' "shalI"'be-'chosen=,by -the='Pres i- : .- :p 1-,
dent of the Republic from anor€ candidates pro-
posed to h im by the Legis lat ive Assembl ies af ter
a hearing by the State C ouneil and the approval
of the Fe de r-al S enate .

>,,-, ,.r-:-:: --re-rrAftiUle 
!6-.^ 

'r1thg, ,,-IraW ,.Of-thg--Stat€S 
t,,- tO bg-.-, ..

'  proposed by the Senate and approved by the C on-
gressr  and consistent  wi th the provis ions of  th is
Consti tut ior lr  shal l  regulate the governmental and
autarchic act iv i ty  of  a l l  States of  the Unior l .

i^r ;- " - Arttti_lg'-U.^ ' 1'rlithin each' State -- the munlc ipal--- -- L- - :
i t ies and the resulados shal l  const i tute the local
autarchies.  They shal l  have as thei r  organs of
power the I t lunic ipal  Assembl ies and the 1ocal
Juntas respect ively.  The Execut ive shal l  be rep-
resented by the Municipal i ty Administrator and by

r :  
t h e  t l - a d i t i O n a l  

- f e ' g U l O S r - r  r : j -  ' i  r :  - .  -  ' '  - - . i  - -  1 ,

the Con,gress
Sta te  Leg is -

c ompe tence .
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Ar t le le  88 .  For  purposes  o f -  p rogress  r  fo r
economic ,  s  oc ia l ,  t ranspor ta t iona l ,  and o ther
reasons r sPecial laws shal l  regulate planned im-
proveme.nts in the vari ous regi- ons of the nat i onal-terr i tory 

which affe'ct more than one State

-1  Ar t i -c le  99 .  ,S ta te  leg is la t ionr ,  o f  .bo th  P .ub ; - ,
I ic and private nature r shal1 not derogate the
nr les  o f  law es tab l i shed by  federa l  jud ic ia l  nor l l l s ,

e r t i c le  90 .  S ta tes  and loca l  au tarch ies
snal l  possessJne i r  own assets and publ ic  funds ,

:  : :  and stralt  at= no= t ime -be empowered to col lect,Jrogt-
c i t izens imposts or  taxes which have not  been pre-
v iously approved by the proper legi t imate publ ic
enti ty in ProPe r lega1 f ortn.

Ar t i c le  91 .  The  S ta te Sta tes  sha l l -  have genera l
.classss ' ;1 .of t:iceholders and technic ians who,-shatl-
en joy  the  s ta tus  o f  pub l i c -servants  so  tha t  they
may carraf on their act ivi t ies on behalf of the
states and autarchies.

- : - . .  = : - : _ r \ t l  . & ; l  :  . - )

-  Ar t i c le  92 .  Upon the  Sta tes  are  confer red
r,r, : 3-.];l' th ose -?owers - wh-j--ch r- €xpl ic i-tly,or.,implic itJy-_o.,:

a re  no t  deh iea  then by  th is  Const i tu t ion .

Art ic le 97.  No aid Shal l  be granted to any
StateEuniElpal i ty without the previous del iv-
ery to the appropriate federal agency of a plan

=' r :- f oi the'- -tfse:Ef .,srreh. e.id r - €xcept in '.the event'-o-f" a
catastrophe or  for  another urgent  reaSoII .

-  t : ; : , i v  f  - ,

r  -  :  - : - :
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