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1,0  INTRQDUCTION

The Southern Afrioca situation reels in struggles
‘against US lmparlallsm and the Whlte ssttlsr reglmes

. propped up by Western aspeolally U Se 1mpsr1allsm. Yet
~ in those struggles and in tsrms of mainly 1nfluen01ng the

course of events 1n the area ooncentrated on the terrain
of possible avenues for reVOlutuonary breakthroughs is
the seething: uontsntlon between the supsrpoWsr struggles
in the reglon.1 '

&

In a world-epnjungdtureof artioculated orises of

1mper1allsm post«natlonal 1ndepsndsncles, post—rsVolut;onary

societies and the world WOrxlng class movament and a phase
in.which the initial succsssful saclallst and nat;onal
liberation struggles have seeh 1mpsr1a1;sm belng deﬁsatsd
politically, the imperialist solution to the crisis
threatensxliﬁe itself is; a'nuslesfgmintsr;

Under conditions of struggles FGf'world hegemony ,
US~led 1mper1allsm battling against the Soviet Unionts
qusst for an expanded Pax SDVlEtloa is out to forolbly

impose its injured pax—Amerlcana. From the eold war to
peaceful coexistenoe, Detente to the prssent New Cold War,
the Grenada and the Euromissiles -events point’tsndentiali§

to an Amerioan hegemonic predominance at world lsvel;z

Southern Africa is. of particular and oritical
strategic importance. to US 1mpar1allsm ‘and their ‘War.
 blocke Responses to imperialist domination of ‘the regian
veer from politios to econpmins, - Polltlcally, the region
is active with struggles for. national liberation in South
!Afrlca and Namibia in the midst of lndspsndsncies mlthout
llberatlon and liberations without independence in the
Frontllne Statss. - S
South Africa seen-as the last’bastion.of White minoe
rity rule in Southern Africa is frantically combating the
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1ibepatipn_meVemente both ipternally thrngh inoreased

arms expenditgre ahd.mqne:erreesive,legislation and
'interﬁatienelly'tﬁrough’building.eloeerjecondmio.and
milite:y'linke'with“mejor Western powers as well as

building a "Sixth World" ooalition with international
Parlahs like ChllE, Paraguay, Uruguay and: Israel[and Z?eglmes
esoalatlng 1nterferenee/deetablllzatlon of Frontline
States,3

- The OAU reoognlzed liberation movements eufferlng
From a CIlSlS of revolutionary political leaderehlp
together with the Frontllne States tend more and’ more
te lobby the lmperlallst powers to pressurize’ the Boer

ruling class to concede demooratic reforms with the ;

goal of a demooratlc republioc. elected through unlvereal
Quf‘f‘rage.4 Both the official liberation movements and
the Frontline States have misrepresented the nature of

!
% the struggle by eoncentratlng on Anti=Apartheid and not
% natlonal llberatlon from ipperialist domination and B

{

\ exp101tatlon of the peoples; of the reglon.

- Thus if "ome of the strategies of NSSM 39 of the
Nixon administration was tg strengthen linkages (such
as increased aid) with Black-led regimes in the region
in ordertto win them over to the US p031tlon and have
them?sn "oconvinging" the liberation movements that
negotlated decolonizaticn was the most: "fryitfuln -path", 2
.. then the organization of. Frontline States as a Ferm of.-
-v80uthern Afrlean regponses ‘to 1mper1allsm has been in

'FaVOur of .imperialism,

The tendency on the part of the Frontline States
to take upon themselves the responsibility to determine
the tactics and strategy of libéeration movements in
the reglon far from refleoting the weaknesses of Southern
African liberation movements in general does raise the
issue of possible deliberate attempts to forestall the
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~victory of thass movements,.  The Zimbabwe case fully
ilLustrates,thehﬁpomtlineyStataa,manipulationAoF-
liberation .struggles ;in their favor, The role af

pzambique:ﬁndfmanzania in engineering . the Lancaster

House betrayal of the Zimbabuwean revolutipnisks welle

documented,6 R I SRR PR TUU B - SR 1
The Froétline States responses cto imperialism

on the other hand meet with the imperialists ouwn

Teaction - to their qwnaqontradipﬁﬁons;::Ihegg is the

imperialist: trilateral strategy ("to demilitarize the

African libepatioh struggle = not the minority Tegimes -

and foroe.d hegotiated solutich® - the 1977 Angle=

American Plan fer Zimbabwe, the:1977 Western contact

Group initiative for Namibia. Emerging from the-

Westts trilateral strategy i@‘thé'ihdﬁfporétioﬁ'ﬁf

regional “#nfluentials like Tahzania and Nigeria,

Capitalizing' on manipulating the real pressures felt

by ‘the Froatline §tates - balance of payments  défie

cits that require supplementary firancial assistance

from both the.IMF ahd the Wobkd'Bank, the trifaterist

west. increase their leverage which have the Frontline

States:act as peace agents and ‘defenders 6f stability

and world orders The position of those Frontline’

_ Stdtes whose disanticulated économiés”éreJWBBbed"S

- to .the. Witwatersrand industrial~ Hining complex ln

such oases beoomes self-explanatory.7 ' -

NonatheléSS“thewFrontlfné~§£éﬁ§§‘oohfronﬁ South
Africa in a new regional Association, the SADCC8 as
an .economic form of respéhsevtd”éouthVAfrfﬁén expa-
naionism, . Agdin-as with the Political reégonse to
imperialism in the region,'the“SADCb sconomic response
has identified South APrica as'the tduse of poverty
and underdsveleopment in the region, And the result?
There is not only confusien® ‘as t& the main enemy of'

‘the peoples of the region but: also an inversion &f
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the nature of the struggle leading to oversimplifi-
cation of ‘the ‘process of domindtion and that of
liberation,” -To be sure it is Aot enough t& see the
‘mature of the disarticulatitin ¢F the ébongmiéé of
the SADCC countries in the form of racism'in South
Africa, Raocism can be dismantled but Would that
alone be enough to dismember the regional economic

inequalities?

 since the 19th-oentury the South African based
mining capital ha95expandéd“both’territOfially'and
»secﬁorally, The mining corporations- have-interests
throughout the SADCC countries. Secondly,thesse
corborations have diversified their,operatiqnéz' They
are involved in the mining of a host of different
minerals, Their areas of activity include a whole
range of sectors, For example the:Angle~American
Corporation is invelved, apart from mining, in:such
_diverse economic activities as: iron, steel and
Engineeringy sivil constructionj timber; pulp and
paper; motor car manufacturing; transport; chemicals
and explosivesj agriculture and food processing;
property, banking, insurance and investment; esxplo-
ration; research and devslopment. gnd the supply of
tedhdical and commercial sefvice. It is this glohal
and powerful outreach which. has -enabled this corpora-
tion to exploit. the resourges.of the countries of
the region, without much opposition both during the
period of colonial iuieianq iﬁdépendence,ﬁ
The problem in the éﬁdihérn African region
should therefore not betseen in.the domination of
South Afrioca but rather in the battls:between the
transnationals for capital eéxpert outlets, markets
and sources of raw materialsg,.,  This coupled with -the
Yearning for national develppment oreates centrifugal
forces that tend to tear down the .attempt for oocoperation
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- intended to assist national development, Thus since

we have argued South Afrioa is not the problem, the
SADCC‘natiqné whatever the yearnings for regional
copperation are foroed to concretely attend to the
question of mobilizing resources first and foremost

- to implement their national programmes, This involves
allocation of resources ensompassing the whole spectrum
of the economy in which the transnationals are active
participants as the case:is in most of these oocuntries,
Such pressure in the neo~polonial economy exerts
conside:abie strain to the idea;of regional integra-

~tion desirable as it may be to the;leaders,.

It has also been argued that the case.: PorisﬂDCC
“lS the transformation of their economies as a oonoo~
mitant of the-struggle to disengage from.South Afrioa,
Added to .this is that the development of :for instanae
a mining industry whioh aims at enhancing the develop-
ment potential of the host economy demands a sophisti-
cated technological infrastructure, skilled manpouwer
and a dgqelqged_industrial establishment whioh could
suffioiently integrate the mining industry both. back-
wards and Forwards. The. oonclusion drawn then is
.that the SADCC countries though rich in mineral
_.resources, -the nurturing of an infrastructure for

. them is beyand the possibility of a single and underw
' qeve;qped ocountry, -Hence the need for regional
cooperation,. - The reality of the issue however is
~that the imperialist domination of the SADCC countries
means that. they have noﬁodmtgol over technology for
much. af the. eoénomib infrastructuyre in their ocountries,
The control over technology is now :the major oonduit
by whlch monopoly .capital valorises itsslf inter«
_nationally and ensures the nep~colonisation of  the

develeping geuntries,
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For one bhe'dapital'gbods'industry is almost
'nonLexistént”in the SADCC opountries yet it is from
that sector that technology is generated and henoe
the sectorts role in the process of industrialisation,
This means that capital goods and intermediate goods
(and even food) account for a large share of imports
in all the SADCC countries and for this reason it goses
to show - wWith the need to ocordinate'sc as to esoape
‘backwardnéss =~ how imports are bound to increase as
import‘substiﬁutibh prooeeds in the region, This
type of investment activities and trade patterns must
lead to' a greater siphoning of resources to external
sources of oapital and’ stipply on merchdndise account
and once this is added up with superptofits earned
by the monopolies on.the capital export account whioh
' is also siphoned off, the impact which reflects itself
in the SADCC neo-colonies for that is what they are
' as balance bf payments problem is catéstrophié; This

again tears ‘down the foroces for regional integration,

In terms of international and inter-state trade,
the prices of manufactured goods increases as thoss
of primary ocommodities (which the majority of the
SADCC'Countriesbprodube) fall, The result is that
they cannot sell much to each other while the mono-
‘polies increase their inputs, 1In this case expansion
of production and trade disintegrates the attempts
at regional integration even before it begins
functioning as it calls forth a structural dependence
‘on non=-SADCC gountries! inputs, Expahsion and
integration-are not the same' things, ' If demanhd:is
weighted to favor imports and supply of exports,
expansion in each case due to the present neo-
colonial strupotures in SADCC depends on outside foroes,
This results in what has been termed fcolleotive neo-
colonialism?®,

~
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colonialism!,

From the above dlsau931on, the Vlablllty oﬁ
the SADCC 1n1t1at1ve has therefore to be based on-
the resolutlon of the polltlcal question in ‘the
region. For us it is the understanding of the foroes
of imperialist domination ithich generate certain
forces in the eGODDmlBS of .the . reglon ‘that gives
us a gllmpse at ‘the. forces. of . 1mper1allst domination
and exp101tation and ‘the Forces DF natlonallsm.
Natlonallsm is a reaction agaln8u much domination
and it is. these foroces pulllng apart, but easily
compromlsed wlthout the stremgth of the working
people that gives us an idea of the centrifugal
foncen that are at work in. SADCC, The natlonal
statss is the more. concrete organisation in-
continulng the struggle against imperialism as there
WlS no real basis for a positive regional integration
under neo«colonlallsm.

2.0 MOZAMBIQUE: SOME ISSUES NECESSARY Tg
. UNDERSTAND. THE PRESENT CRISIS:

Diécussidns abaut-Southern African respon3637
to Imperialiahmrequira a gpecification .of Mwho 18
Mr, Imperialism that. everyaone speaks about-but no’
one sees;" vThe late Amiloar Cabral -at one time
insisted in uhat he called the "main question of
the fight agaiﬁst imperialism! that .a distinction
must be made betWeen impepialism and: 1mper1allst

domlnatlon.. , . oo Pl

Sometimes we hear people cry out
tDoWn with imperialism! in their
own country, but in reality they
are fighting agalnst imperialist

- domination, It appears' to be of
vital importance.to distinguish
imperialism from imperialist domiw
nation, to situate both in their
historical perspective and to define
their geograpi.iocal locations, 10
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Granted the above premise, a thesis emerges -
that 1mper1allsm is a phenomenon of "capltallst
countries which have become 1mper1allst ones"»and}
thushlt Mexists in oapltallst countries and not -
in oUr'dountriésg" And the oponclusion;

. .
-~

‘ N Fa N . . Lo
y P the Flght agalnst lmperlallsm .
- ‘must be fought within the 1mper1allst
Lo countries, and the struggle against - =
imperialist domination must be fought |
in our own countries, ~ In this Fight "
L against imperialigt domination in our:i:: .
countries, we consider that the most
important struggle today is the one
direoted against neocolonialism, . 11

For us in dominated ‘social. formationsy what is at.”
stake here is the intimate link between the fightie
against imperialism in imperialist countries and:
. that against imperialist domination in our coupbriess

Thus the international dimension in antie
imperialist struggles is underscored as an important
element, Southern African responsas ‘to imperialism
seen as a world level .phenomenon have to deal with
a world level analysis of political forces, Both
the advanced and :.dominated: ocountries must be
understood - together "as parts of the world level
whose hierarchy .is.organised on the basis of
differential predominances - -Under such arrangements
the politically new element is the struggle for
worlid hegemony by theé superpoWers and the conses .-
quent impliocatiogns of class '‘Btruggles for state
power within geopolitically detePanined structural
and conjunctural situations;

SoUthérh African responses to imperialism from
the pointf@? View'oP the;nétiqnal states should be
conceptyalized from the above framework, - Taking
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Mozamblque as a ooncrete oase one would for 1nstanoe

be interested to know what theses emerge From theref””

Vigwamyis

a) the orisis of oapltallsm in lts 1mper1allst

_stage,

b)  the' crlsls o? the exper;enoes of post-
natlbnal 1ndependences,

c) ‘ithe Drlals o? the gXperiences of soclallst

S

“vconstructlon in poet-revolutlanary
ISQOlBtlBS, : B

d) ‘ the or;sms of the world Working clase‘
- '“movement and Ehe Proletarlan class '
polltloal capaclty,

!

e) , strugglas For world hegemony. R

i
l

ThB year Mozamb;que attalned Lts lndependenue.ouei

wltnessed hlstorlc V1ctor;es in the worldnmlde s e
£ 88, arp % nation in Asia e . -
g rugg%r 5 k jmperialist domination i SR

the year o? the radlcal dlSSOlUthﬂ of the Portye 7
guase °P¥°“¥°l;?mp%reenghaF¢¥Eﬁrgfo;n&f:;ca,mankedj~

the transition from the Congo, of. 1960 to the oivil
war in Angola as products.of imperialist rivalry and
world hegemqnichpowexepo;;tgog;h Internationally
therefore the US led ;mpe;ieliéw_mas put on the... :
defensive:hxithisovieﬁfstgyehgapitaliet fprmatiean
struggling_ﬁp?.worlﬁthegeményé |
wlthln sunh Inyernatlanal ODﬂdltlonS, the

radical nature of the struggle agﬁlnst Portuguese _
oolonlal,expans;enlemtlp,Mozamplque had pOSSlbllltlBS‘
for a rBVQlutiohary breakthroygh to dinstitute a neuw
beglnnlng. We 1n313t on. pDSSlbllltlBS Por a revoe
lutlonary conJunoture by ‘no means ensures automatio

Bt TR L g b - e S MR L A g AR
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transition to a highep mode of sooial organisation
of life, 1In, Mozamblque a reVOlutlonary ‘breakthrough
meant the prooess of disentangl;ng from the world o
lmperlallst cirouit of capital through Portuguese -

Lo

Southern African axis or relntegratlon on a new

[EN O B R SR

In Mozamblque, the phenomenon bf internal
colonialism in the loﬁse dense of white settlerdom
via emigration as a by’ produot ‘of Portugalts modernie
satibn‘had;the,netuimﬁﬁgt;fohotallygmarginaL;sing
the African: peoples -ag @ pandition for the historical
transition from precapitalism to a regime of capital
acocumylation based on foroed. 1abor.v Domination of-
the Afrlcan peoples was ao, intense and thelr reSiSw
tance so radiocal tao the extent that many observers
conflated the themes of national liberation and
sccialism. Nonetheless 4 ﬁeVblutlonary 'hational
lndependence demanded of FRELIMO and other patriotio
fordes” a natlohally based: proueSs of oapital accumus
lation, That oh" the gther ‘hand’ rEqu1red a revolus
tlonary sexZure'aP'state pqwer ind the! pothlcal
realm and relylng solidly; 'sn mass initiative to RN
utlllza that potitr ‘tb narry the natlonal rBVOlutlon
1nto the SODlO-BOOﬂDmlD realm. S '

Issues at thisg 1evel related to the clase’
polltlcal oapaclty of the leadlng core of the - -
movement (FRELIMD) to destroy ‘those institutions
and practices that Pormentdd'hatignal- oppresalon
i,e, the colonial state as the organised care of
class rul'e through institutions /practides oppused
to the‘masses aspiratidns Por rdal 1ibsration, :
Wriﬁiﬁg{ﬁn‘1987‘onevréiéés the Foiibﬁiﬁé'qUeétlnné:"»
what are the owndltldns ‘that “gould have implnged ’
on a nonnstate, nonhlndépendent blass Fraatlon -

\\.

et
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national liberation movement not to join the state
and therefore not set 1tself in. DppDBltLOﬂ to the -
mass movement as a rullng polltlcal pomer? How to
remaln 1n the mass mOVement to GDntanB the struggle“
agalnst the state and the new forms of domlnatlon .,.M
to completely root out 1mpcr1allst domlnatlpn? How E
to conceptuallze Cabral's olass SUlCldG th8818 in
practice at the point of transition from antie
colonial to‘antl~?pooolon1al struggles and the e
condltlons, WhlGh PaVDr or mllltate agalnst auoh
a klnd of "SUlOldB"? How to oonceptuallze the B
negotlated transltlonal route of; 1ndependence 1n

r.:

relatlon to mass reSLStanoe as the real materlal
‘f}zJT l

fOPCe agalnst ool

LTS

1al domlnatlon ?or real lnd@pen~‘t

ndénee? can antag4q}stlo aontradlctlons be rasalued o
; TRGE o
peacefully? If hlaiory is. any gulde we Cou d- say

C)fL

then that as aarly as 1961, we learn from Paﬁnlce 3lf:f
Lumumba that "no matter how natlpnallst ona may be, B

&

= % Sl .
inside a Ooloﬂlal state maohlnéry, one cannpt
exerclse a mass~based class dlctatorshlp. 12

- toog g w,;.\,

o

Still at bhe level of POlltLBS oome up issues
to do Wlth olass aSpects oF the leadershlp aﬂd party
questlons in ‘anti 1mper1allst struggles.ﬁ How to - -
ponceptuallze FRELIMO'S tranaformatlon lnto a Marxlst/f;
Leninist party ln the epooh of mhat 1s sald to be ; :

By ot

the crisis of Marxis t refer st
isis o tﬁ Xi m mégo hers. e to PO é;atloﬁ

at th 8 movemen whosa cencen
Leninism? Is it npt a aontradlctlon glVBS rise to .

the party prooesa oF seizure of state power and 1ts
transformation oan be 1nduoed by the stats? Answers s
to these 1ssues eauld clarlfy the clalm by the FRELIMQ i
leadershlp ln 1980 that the Party was cut off from
the people. -

At the doonomic level, to what extent were
the sconomic meagures statizing all forms of profit



: 12 3
and lntereet bearing bu91neeeee and’property irrese-
peetlve of whether the- ownere were natlonals or not B
eoonom&eally sound and polltloally Justlflable? ;Ho , *‘
much polltloal work had besn 00nducted amongst the e
peaeants 1n order to lay a’ sound baexs Por the measureg
to colleet;umze them? "

HEE et

Y

Ovarall; in V1ew of the per31stent GrlSlS in
the country, eould it be argued that perhaps FRELIMO
may have aduanoed‘eome th@oretlcal ldBOlDQlcal theees
whose polltlcal elaboratlon and’ eoncretleatlon not
only suppressed and - dlSorganlzed popular forces but )
also eet in motlon natlonally dlSlntegrat1Ve tendencxes
by aliehatlng both elements o? anembryomlg natlenal
class of eapltal and the broad masses of peasante in -

a geo-polltleal oontext oharged Wlth reglonal hestln, .
lities (From the whlte aupreeeblet South Africap
regime) and 1nternatlonal ten81one (betWeen the
superpowers with Southern Afrloa as one major arena)?

. As the economlc dlfflcultles mounted and
deepened in the form of- fdnd Orlals, Floods, drought,
famine eompounded by MNR!e esoalated armed offensives
agelnet the state and under DOﬂdltlonS 1n which
alignment lu:.th the""DMECUN blook had besn, Vetoed,
the NKOMATE: ACEORD came into foroe t% provide'the
polltlcal eondltlons For proper relntegratlon into
the world 1mper1allst syetem through the same old ‘
aX1s of South Afrlca and Dortugal. Soon after the
Acﬁord Maputo mltneeeed the presenoe of hlgh ranklng
Western personages.J Flret to arrive was Franee'e‘__
President Mitterandts African Affairs Advisor, Guy
penne who announced. the doubling of French add to

ORI
HETERE S



Mozamblque. Hb“wag“forIUWEﬁ“By Tlny Roland of
Lonrbo, "Néxt wasg Dav1d Rookef‘eller, the Amerivan---
banklng m’xgnate who JE’.tth J.nto the capltal at
the personal invitation of- tﬁ‘e “Tate President -
Machel throu“‘h the medlatlon ot’ former Dortuguese
Pr°mler Plnto Baleemao at the t’im“é““i’ﬁ*‘t‘omn”‘“m g
private’ VST "andan TAfluential F:Lgure in’ o
Portuguese banking circles, Following .6n the
visits, speoulat:.on (proof‘ed to have been correct)
was rlf‘e that ‘the next step uJould be Mozamblque's
membership in the Lame Conuent:.on Treaty and the
IMF and the World Banks =~ s o
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