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Le tiobutisme cles
enga,.n® 135, 24 lay 1975)

son guide (lamb

Toward the end of 1974, it is him (Mguza XKarl-I-Bond)
who instigated the creation of the party school
and launched the new doctrines: mobutism to control
more directly the party and the press.i.es -
With the 1clp of hired pen-~pushers and academicians
the wyth of Zairean auvthenticity and the doctrine
of mobutism celebrated and propagated in a turgid,
bombastic and wrrogaqt 1anguage. While an anti-Bel-
gian feeling was being pushed idn the population, one
began to notice similarities with the external forms
and manifestations of nagism, This reached a par-
ticularly deplorable .level immesiately after the
June 1975 attempted coup by military officers with
the instauration of racism and anti-semitism., With
the help of academgcians a kind of "manifesfio on the
defense of the race" was pvbllshed in newsgpapers.
This manifesto extolled the purdty of the Zailrean
race which from times immemorial to the present
nust be prescrved from foreign stain., A few days
later, the régime launched a vilifying campaign
against those Zaireans who were merried to whites,
Since mixed marriages had been banned, those who had
contrasted them before the ban were expelled from the
army, patty, or any post which may be considered as
official..., (Kanyonga flobateli, Dix ans du Régime
Iobutu, Bditions Ivy, Suisse, 1976, pp. 75=b)

- The exzcesses of all kinds of lobutu's régime have led
~to a denunciation of the régime by highlighting these
excesses which are often attributed to the person who
was responsiblc for bringing it about. This kind of ap-
proabh to the his orj of Zaire is characteristic of those
iﬁdividuals who wish to personalize the history of that
Covntry. As is wnll known the nanner in which a historical
problem is poscd will also determine the answer. - Thus,
if the curcent situation in Zaire can be explained in terms
‘of the falllngu of one man, then the solution to the crisis
will be to remove thet man. Howe¥er: much Iobutu himself
has endeavoured to personalize and identify himself as
the 1ncmr 1ation of Zaire, one smst resist the temptation
to engage the debate at that level.

The purpose of this brief OVCereW ig to offer
an analysis which which will belp to understand the recent
events in Zalreo Although. the focus of the'nﬁper is on
post—colonial Zaire, 1+,shbu7d be clear that the 1960~1977
reriod cannot be understond w1+howt placing it in the larger

ontext of coleonia’isrn and irmerialism,
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_ The so-called “invasion'™ of the mineral rich province
of Shaba by go=-called "Hatargese' rebels on larch 8, 1977
“brough the foruer Delgian colony back into the headlines of
the Intérnational press.. Up to tien, only the specialized
financial press was paying attention to the growing diffi-
_culties that i obuta'5 réginie was encountering in meeting
their creditors' deddline. To informed observers, the e-
Vent$fthaﬁ begun on larch &th 1977 were not surprising: they
were the result of the pol+ cics of a régime which had achie-
ved the a]most unﬁchlevabWG, nanely to antegonize all the
Soola7 andweconomlc clasces of'Zalfe‘excepﬁ for the small
.clloue which 1s brreaucvablcal y.or e hhlca17y close to
Pr981d nt “Qbutu Seseko. ' '

 §£§torica1_bqpkg;ound

How could a régime wh 1ch was being highly praised, and
sﬁill oontlnves to De Dralsed? for having brought peace,
stability and'“progreﬁ“", have been brought to the brink
of disaster in such a ohor* time by such a small, determined,
but 111 Dvonareﬂ ‘group of op onentg, Because the régime had

"iwgrov io ‘pe: ldeﬂtllled whltﬂ one~ an rule tbcre has been a

tendency to focus on the failures or bC“eSSPS of the Pre-
sident in order to explain the ups and downs of the country
as‘QTWﬁole.‘ It in true that Mobutu has enriched himself
to an extent which is otill to be realized by most observers,
Now and then the sensational press has listed his personnal
assets rost of which : are locatved outside 7a1re. It is also
true that”%@oéude of His initial p081tlo in the army and
the exfehual allia ndeobﬁe has forged he vas able to con-
‘centrate p0¢1tloal wower in his own hands, 'but the whole
higtorical brocess which led to this state of a?jalrs still
has to be exnlained'in terms of the 1nt3rnala? rgggernal
‘which have dominated in that country since independence
(June 30, 1960), , - | _

Tribal atavism, the fall of coprer pr¢ces the 0il
‘crisis bﬁve a1l been useh to eXIlaﬂn The econoulc and poli-
tical difriculties of ’obutu IS reglle' evenUu outjlde the
control of the re ‘gine are Convenlently seen as the main
cause‘of 1“1’+hofﬂroble@s T%e regwme seems fo have weg -
~ thered (GJO saved 1t“e1f) the arch 19 77 polltlcal crisis
'by attrlbutlng ite origine to the e: ternal ma chlnatlons of
the Cubans who were acting on ordérs from Mowmcow,
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The logic of the external cauvse was crucial to the régime

-~ because it wes (probably) the only one which could have

brought about not only & svmpathetic hearing from foreipgn
o O

caritals, but also the kind of guick and efficient mi-
litary and "non-lethal” support which was delivercd by the
USA, France; Belgium, Germany, !orocco, iigypt, China,
Uganda and the oSudan to mention only those helping countries
that made the headlines.  iMhen Mobutu first came to power

ar

in Septemberl4. 1950, he also used the "external interfe-
rence’ argumnent in order to eliminate the then Prime "inis-

~ter P, E, Lumumba, In November 24 1965, the coup that br

brought obutu to power/giﬁegedly aimed at putting an end

to the mess created by "politicians®, but in fact was mo-

tivated by the fear that President Lasa Vubu Was ‘going to
align the then Repuclic of the:Congo with the' progressive
states of Afvicay something that Lumumba had been trying

-to do at least since. 1959,

Vany analyses. of the current situation in Zaire start
off with a brief account of the conditions under which

+Zaire galned independence in 1960, ' The chaos that ensued

. is often used to iliustrate the failures of the Belgian
+:1colonial system which ie a way of advancing the view that

~there were "good" and "bad® colonial systemsi To out and out

‘racists, the chaos hasbecg -to highlight the %incurable"

~incapacity of Africens: to rule themselves and/or their

inability to rise above their tribal antagonisms,
Tribal,antagonluw dld?féﬁg still.continue to be mamifes-
ted iy various ways as can be secn from irobutu's heavy re-

liance on people coming from‘nis own ethnic group). However,
it would be wrong.to attribute their appearance to the de-

parture of the colonial rulers, The practice of the Bel-
gian colonizers syptematieally relied on tribalism, A man's

name was less important than the tribe he came from. On

the cards that cotton planters received and where their pro-

- duction (and earnings) were registered one could read

not only the name of the ‘bearer, but also that of the vil-

lage he came -from, his chief and his tribal gruup. When the

Belgians recruited. for the army they favoured = 1: .o. i
so-called Bangala (a wrong identification of a non-existing
ethnic group which happened to speak lingala), Certain groups
were called Ppacific" or "intelligént" according tc whether

hey went along with the colonizers without tdo uch resis-
tance, The day to day practice, the politics of colonial
rule were #iddled with tribalism,., So much so that when
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“Middern politics® were introduced post political parties
organiced themselves around tribal lines. The party
leaders who cmerged could only have a narrow social basis.,
Moreover, the economic basis of most of them wasg closely
linked:to the colonial state apparatus: many of thenm
occupied slaried positionc as teachers, clerks,:subordi-
nate civil servants, etc... Among the politicians who couls
claim an independent economic basis were the traders . .
aﬁd’large férmers,Abut even they sought to establish their
legitimacy through tribal identification. "lMost of the par-
ty leaders came from the group that the Delgians contemptuous-
ly referred to as the ”é%diués"; that is, those who had
tevolved forward" throtugh-education and adoption of the
‘soctad and cultural tastescof the .colonizihg bourgeoisie.
As early as 1936, the colonizers tried to introduce "an imr -
‘triculation nrocedure which would assimilate to Eﬁropean
status the educated Congolese who were just:beginning to
avpear, especially in -the olergy."l While the immetricus-
‘lation ‘decree never had much success, it is important to point
out that the efforts of the colchdal rulers to treat
a fraction of the colonized population differently was pre-=
cisely one of the main objectives pursued by those (the évolués)
who thoughtithey might benefit from the distinction, One of
the constant preoccupations of the évolués was to prove to
the colonizers that they were different from the others:

After the Force Publigue mutiny in Tuluabourg in
1944, a group of Iuluvabourg ¢évolués had prepared
a memorandum demanding 'if not a special statute, at
: - least a special protection of the government,
{.. .- .shielding then from the apolication of cértain treat~
) ments and weasures wnich cogld be. applied to a re-
tarded and ignorant masSSe.es -

In the same petition another paragraph asked that

the évolués be recéived separately once a week by
an official who wouvld examine their complaints.
It is painful to be received like a savage when
one is full of good will>

If jailed they also request To be treated differently from
the "savages from the bush@, '

In 1947 a similar petition was sent to the administra-
tion by évolués in Kinshasa, Here they did express concern
for the well being of the urban and rural masses, but they
did insist like their colleagues in Twluabourg that they
be distinguished from the rest so fhat'they could bhecome
4

an intermediary group between the Burcpeans and the masses,



“hile there were some gvolués who did point out

~the pernicious practicé of—the colonizers that led to

the emergence of an arrogant olasso{ndividuals, the general
character of that class and i1ts politicsvwere those that

can be detected fron the avove cited petitions. This class
 revealed its nature sgain after the January 4 1959 riot

of Kinshasa which left 200-250 dead (according to official
sourcés ~—unofficial estimates »put the figure at 3,000)?4
Following the riot~ not a single meuwber denonced the bru-
tality .of colonial représcion, instead, through one of
their organs, La Voix éu Congolais, they condemned the
senseless violence of the mob and pointed out that if the

- colonigers were .going to grant independence they would not

consider.the multiplication of such actions as the January
4 fiéifa,sign of political maturity. In other words the
future leadership of the Congolese people had to prove
itself not to the people they were going to lead, but to

the colonial rulers. iheir understanding of power was
typical of a bourgeois mentality: As a class which had striven
to see itelf as different from the 'bush savages" the évolués
petit bourgeois‘perceived:itéelf as the natural inheritor

of colonial:pbWer? ind -yet, just as the colonizers
understood January 4th to be the beginning of the eﬁd,so

did the évolués understood the importante of mass support
to-quicken the departure of the colonizers., Toditical
rﬁilies, the creation of parties were seen not as a means

of Qrgaﬁizing,‘educqting znd 7leading the Congolese people,
but rether to threaten the colonizers with the possibility
of another January 4th. hile the ¥politicians™ resented
recourse to violent methods, they had noted the rapnidity
with which the Belgian government had fegistéred the po-
litical wmeaning of the riot: it was the riot that forced

the Belgian government to issue a declaration on the
political future of the Longo, 2 political future that was
to culminate with ~ <+ independence, (King Baudouin's Speech
on January 13 1959)

TFrom Januery 4»1959 onwards, the "politicians" constant-—
1y sought %o adjust to the rising anger of the population,
In other words the petty hourgeoisie had been forced to
reckon with those very people they had constaptly despised.
Verbal violence and demagogery became a common practice
among the politicians. It was during the last few months
of colonial rule thot the seeds of the 1964 ~uprisings were
sown
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”fo efforts of.ile gvoluls during colonial rule

~&

to he aivew a different treatment culminated for them

in *the granting of independence, Indepcndence was secn

as a final recognition ard acceptance by the colonizers
that the ¢voluds could indeed be treated as ITuropeéans.

. It is interesting to note that whereas vefore January 4, 1959

the évolués tentled to advocate racial harmony, the opposite
trend developed ™ after January zf.‘6 Although it is never
discusced geriously, the qu iestion of racism under colonial
rule affected the coWOn*zed‘bébpie differently according

“%o the class posrtlon tacy accuuled in the system. The class
that

haé most to galn threugh the removal of racism alsd turned

out to be the most vociferous in focusing on the racist nature

of colonial wule, By focusing on racism thé;éVolués were
reducing the colonial system to an 1¢eologlcal aber ratlon,
While racism, injustices and hvmnllatlons were fervemtly de~
nouced, the economic system upon which the y were founded

‘was not called into questiont

The Huropeans brllg to the Congo their capital, their

intclllgenne»and»tneir experience, whilst the natives

supply their energy, m~uscle and labour power; the

Zuropeans svwervises and @#irects, while the African
~works hard, loyally and w11“1ng1y.7

 later on:

Fuch has been said redently about the 'crisis of con-
fidence!, T must say frankly that this crisis is the
~dinevitable conseguence of broken urom1seu, of past
faults, of the unjustified perpetuvation of certain
discriminatory measures.... These ... are the sole
source of the crisis and of all @+%s notential conse-
cuences, SRR :

hile the ideological stridency of the Congovlese ..

leaders tended to frighten the white population as a whole

it never seriously shook the confidence of the businessmen

(especially the financiers), E While the majority of the "po-

liticians®™ realized that thev did not have the trained people

. to run an independent state, their politics based on ideo-

logical outbidding intensified the antagonisns. between

the colonial rulers and the nasces., The departure of

the colonial rulers was bound to benefit the local petiy

bourgeoisie in .the form of higher salaries, higher social

status. On the basis of their own expectations, the petty

bourgeoisie often made extravaéant rromises to the working

population which had- been particularly hard hit by the re-

cesslon that had followed the Korean ﬁar.lo The astounding
rolifcration of political perties in the few. months pre-

ceding independence wag another illustration of how the petty

bourereisie undcrictood thez ienning »f iundenendence, To he



a head of a political porty was necessary in order to gain
recognition and visibility roxr the tlme when new jobs

: . ] 11
were going 1o be allocated.

.

in 1900, the Reﬁublic of tue Congo was granted inde-
pendence in a totally_unlrepared fashion. The army mutiny
that broke out alrost imﬁé&iately only added to the total
confuolol hat wa ‘already latent. For those who had actual
and potentlal interests to doefend in the Congo, the moct
'urgent task was to rebuild the asdrninistrative and bureau-
cratic’ mechinery of the S au@ disrupted by ne massive exo-

‘:dus of annroximately 10,000 belglan civil uervanus Hence

the ntop- ap meazure to wh ich lobutu ~-after9h1§75eptembcr 14

1960 coup=-— resorted to of req;u;tlng University students
who had not even graduated, but who, at least, had some
vague theoretical notions of how to run a public administra-—
tion. The resort to budding technocrats who had not even
left the University was also a reflection of the absence of
any indigencus social and economic gréup which could have
prov1a@a 4‘jhe‘badly needed sgkillied manpowér, The emerging
petty b0urﬂe01°1e was one which had been restricted (by econo-
mic and political b ssures) to. vocational tralnlng, technie
cal jobs,petty trading, teacning in'elementury schools and
the lowest rungs of the colonial L*VLI service, It was this
‘situation which led the o"ilolals of the UNO ciwvilian mission
in the Congo (1960—64) +to consider their top priority the
tralnlnﬂ 01 algL ranking civil servants: schdarships were
given to utudy Dulec adminis tratlon abroad and at the newly
pStubll shed Bcole }ﬁtlorale de ﬂr01t et at xdm1nlutr@tlon.

The 1mﬂortance of quickly tLalnlng skilled adminis=-

trators for txg'pubilc sector after the exodus of the Bel-
’gians was not méfély determined by the necessity to restore

well functloa1ng bureaucrdcy Ra+hér a well functioning
buweaucrucv was cru01a1 if the then Republlc of the Congo
was g01no to oontlnue to play its role of strategic sup-
pller of raw ma terlal to the 1nduotr1a11 zed countries, With
"conwer, manganese, zinc, tlh, ‘cobalt and uranium (until 1957),
’”Kﬂ*angﬁ province. producea most of the mlperal ores of the
Congo. Other rmineral industries ex;%t in other provinces,
but not with the sane conoentratlon° dlumond (espeCLally
industrial) in Kasaig go?d and tin in Kivu an@ gold in O~
riental provinces, T4 can thus ea017y be seen why Katanga
(Shaba) province occupied such a strategic position from
the ﬂoint of view of &ternfulopal ocnltﬁl and why this po-

sition hal J:c he mrertrvel o0l ‘nat pot f”omj ?)O!l*‘lc ol 1f=
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P, Tumunbals radiczl brend of nationalism combined wi
a popularity which went beyond his own cthric base were seen
as a potential threat to the prescrvation of the political
and. economic relatvions which had been egtablished during
colonial rule, #ven before independence, the political and
physical renoval of P, Lumumba from the CUongolese political
scene had become the leitmotiv of many western powers.l3

‘The army mutiny which began a rew days-after June 30
1960, the Katangese sesession (July 11, 1960).1ed by i,
Tshombe constltutea crises which were used by Yegtern
nowers (especially through the US fmbassador) to eliminate
politically (Sepuemberl4, 1960} and finally physically
P. Twwumba (Jahwary- 1961), Although the UN soldiers had
been célledvby Turmunebal's Eovernment, aﬁd arrived in August
1960 in order to restore tervitorial integrity, it was not
until after Lumﬁpha's death that the UN trodps were mili-
tarily used to brlnm an end to the Kgtangese secession,
which was finally accomplished in January 1963, However,
as has been pointed out by several writers as well as UN
officials in the Congo at the time, the UN in the Congo
‘Quickly became a cover for advancing the interests of

14

Jestern powers.,— ' It would be wrong and ovefly-simplistic to
view thejfatangese secession in purely economic terms. Its
importance was first and'foremoot_pf a political nature:
the furthering of Congolese politics which would keep
the entire Congo and not just Kétanga province within
the Free vorld to use anticuated Cold War parliance.15
Trom his self-imposed cxile, Ii. Tshombe was recalled

by President Kasa Vubﬁ and given the task (among others)
of putting an end to the rural uprisings which had explo--
ded in Kwilu, Kivu and Oriental provinces, In the meantime
a new constitution had been adopted and was to emter into

efiect after general elections to be held in March 1966,
Under this new cqnstltutlon, the I'resicent was to be granted
more DOVErs., Because of this, M. Ts %ombe decided to use
his premiership as a laﬁnching plwuform for the presiden=-
tial elections. Precident Kasa Vubu.reallged that his own
~political career was thieatened and proceded to dismiss MM,
Tshombe. 'The replacement, . ¥imba (ano ther Katangese) fai-
led to win Faerliament's ap roval thanks to tortuocus wmanoceuvres
of the’pdlitical*f3é£ions controlled“bv Tshombe, It was alsgo
at this junctﬁre that President Zasa Vubu made a speech at a

QAU conference held in’ﬁcera wiich was interpreted as a turn
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Anti=com unist €old ‘Tarriors saw Hasa Vuvbu's interven-
tion at ‘ccra as o renewed attempt of lioscow to gain more
influence in Congolese polilical affairs, Kasa Vubu's
fpromigé that the Congo would not longer resort to mercena-—
ries was sesn by MHobutu as =2 personnai affront. The merce=
‘nariesg had played a crucial role in cbeckinv the insurrections
and in the process had SQﬂeJ%at refurblshed the image of the

Congolese .rmy., Thus a con t“v ﬂa~ up of an apnarent
p071tlca (ljtPT glj 1“)mhse and an al eged ex térnal inter-
“ference CO“Q”Lt1+eO tpp b@ckgroﬂno aé nst wn“ch Mobutu
‘seized power in Woveuber 24 1065, - -

The scenar rio 6f the coup was very much femiﬁiséent”of
his fa ous "neUbr471aat*on“ of T. Lumunbz and J. Kasa Vubu

September 14, 1060 except that t=i,’time'tﬁé&Vi1€iﬁ seemed

in
to be Kasa Vubu and the man to benefit LTOQ the operﬂtlon

Ly
Tshombe., 17

Cfrom the polnt of view of interne 1 UojlthS he repreoented

lObUbu s own 0081tlon, nnwever was dlfferent'

“a ‘new force to be reckoned wlt In 1’60 Iiobutu's political
‘survival was 1pmlau31b]e as well é 1mposu1b1e because he
lacked the necess arv pojwtloal and/or military bauo. ;But
when !“obutu seized power in November 2+_196) hencommanded
+he best equipped and best trained scction of the Kongolese
armys pﬁr‘bLOOpers who had been trained in Isradl (proba—
bly ‘with US money) between 1960 and 1965,

in a country which had no autonomous ruling class,
in a country where the means of p“odubtlon Were. still over-
whelmingly controllied by internaticnal ca 1ta1 ;obutu'
seizure of power consti ituted the best guarantee of polltlcal
stability and econownic profitability, As commander of the
paratroopers his wmilitary positibn was uncheallengeable even

by those politicians who had been known at one time to con=-
18 '

.
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trol ethnic factions of the army.
A thOUgh‘the coup itself was b10p01euu, the process of
’Consmliﬂifion of Tobutu's own wpersonal power Wdo,carrled out
with bloody and efficient ruthlesness, _Lt't€gan Wlth the
public hanging of four "plotters® (all of them former cablnem
members) in June 1966, Then came the fdisappearance® of”
hundreds of Ya*ﬁngece ¢pldiers who hod mutinied in 1967 and
returned their veapoas under a p20uloe o¢ armmesty., In 19683
jailed w1thout

several student leaders were arleoted and
trial for ¢ emonutwatlﬂg ageinst the v1fit of US VlCG—LTeSl—

dent H. Huaphrey, =nd asking for an end to Us agoresolon in
Vietnam. In 1959 several students were Kll%ed shen auﬂlng

“for o raise in thelr stivend., 4 yenr loter, a clush OCbhf“



red ‘between the Ly and the s+udemts becaune the latter
wanted to coimnemorate the 1969 KlWllngs of their friends.
- The governwent reacted by cloging the University and jailing
-the whole student bod*. Becavse come of the students were
the sons of highly placed b'“ecacrabu, almnost allqstuden
were imuediately released, only to be forcibly integrated into
the Army. Mobutu's argunent for doing this: the Students
nerded to be disciplined, and the army was_tle best plﬂce for
doing this since military justice was quicker and mor re 6ffie
-.cient than civilian juﬁﬁice; FlnalTy, under the gﬁise of
reorganizing higher educaulon, but w1th the 1ntent;on of
disorganizing Univemity students onu081tlon, the three exis-—
-ting universities were dicsolved and reorhwniaed a5 one Uni-

ersity with campuses in Kinshasa, Klganganl and Tubumbashi,
.The loss of teaching aud,llbrary material that fdlioWed the
~decision to transfer facultie s and depaztmepts fromvone'end
;. 0f the cowqtry to unOuhor nas never becn assge ooea, Eﬁ% it
dealt a paralyzing blow bO the ’ﬁolu bn*varulty o]stem from
~which it has not yet recovvrod )

thile the repression that +took plaéé,aOdlnot sturentu
or well known individuals (e.g. P.‘Fﬁlelé, leader OL the Kwiln
insurrection which began in 1969) 10 falrlv well documented
hardly anything is kncwm about t“e 3trgoltles exactlons and
extortions com-itted by scoldiers of anlnruy which has conti-
nued to operate, ever since 1G6C like an army of ocbupatlon.
After_comlnﬁ to power. i lk69, tiobutu has conptantly pTro clained
“his compassion for the r\cloqs wblch muffered from the insur-
rections, but he has never QU‘lttec that most of the destruc-
tion of lives anéypropertJ that occurred in the said'regions
was committed by govepnment soldiérs.
As pointed out by one of his best known OﬁwonentG

~=C1, Kamltatulg fe@r of lOOolﬂﬁ his power has now nand then
~led Mobutu to see or englneer plots which were ihvariably
crusined: by suwrmary executions of the alleged éulbrits. Janua-
ry and. February 1976 saw thevrepression reach new heights as
well as . strike within the army itself-'aboﬁt‘BOObeidiers
Mo had refuced to fight in :‘ngola wcre ex ecuted by pératrooperﬁ
Massive depertions ensued, among them the famcus ﬁl amanyola®
regiment which was then bel 18 publici'ed s the”bxemulawy
unit of the future Zairean arny®,  To make up for these de-
sertions young unemployed ﬂeonle were OUlCLly recrulted
quickly trained und peodllv sent ©o tnc fr nt aﬂd a certain
death, |
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Nature of the eccnonic crisis

The standard explanations such as the colldpse of cop-
per prices, increase of oil price, world econowic crisis are

insuffieient to explain the current disastrous econonmic

- situation of a county which has been proclaimed for half a
century €0 be potentially tichest in Africa., When the

Congo - became indepencent in June 50 1960 its economy was hea-
vily deperident on copper vroduction whichvrépresented between
60% and 70, value of all yeariy.export; ‘Tﬁ 1974 this situation
had not changed: cop er and cobalt represented between 66%

and 75% of all yesrly export. (Zaire is the single largest

~ producer of cobalt), - By 1976 copwer and cobalt wére said to

constitute hetween 85 and 90, of the country!'s stotal export.

In the agritultural- uector, the -situation is even worse, In

'bl972 ag rwculturgl produots “cons tltuted 1’% vnlue of 2l1ll export;
- in 1974 it decreased %o 14%;‘ Tor 1075 tkv‘decreaue is likely

to be larger because of the careless maintenance of -coffee

“pWant<tlons, the declining nroduction .0 walm 0il and cotton.

for the 1a+ter, the country used to e xport part of its pro-

dvctlon, now it must inport. cotton from the U.S.A.

A8 might have bee egpocted the deterloratlon of inters
nal production led- to increased 1mportu of food and agricule
tural products. For example, maize which was not imported
in 1950 had to be importéd-in 1970:and'1974 to the tune of
87,500 and 174,000 tons respectively., In 1974, for an import

"bill totalling Z 380 M.,Z 70 M. were spent on importing food

alone, and the trend has worsened as pointed out by USAID
officialss o - -
) ' Increasing quantities of food must be imported.
Cnce self-wsgufficient in food crops, it is projece
ted that Zaire will import ovc50325,000 tons of
wheat, rice ‘and maize in 1975.°7

Fconomists have a tendency to‘arosopt statlstlcal data
in order to show how these data can be 1uproved " the problem
of any econony is thérefore visualized 1n'obJect1ﬁé figures,

‘as 1f_there;1s:someth1ng 1nherent1y 'unbiased' in figures.

There is a world. of difference between the way in which a
‘forld Bank official ‘identifies the economic problems of Zaire
and £ts out to resolve, them and the way in.which the peasant

expresses his disaprroval of how the QOVLTﬁAent is run. For

the latter, the deteriorating economic ULtuatlon has meant
deteriorating conditions of living, ﬁccoralng to 1976 estinates
16 to 18 million of people , i.e. 75% of the total population

live in rurel areas. Kivu province, knovm under coloniab rule
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as the %granery" of the Oongo;{fbrtthewbetter fed classes no
doubt) now boasts a center Ffor the study of malnutrition,
One could contirue on and on -with an endless list of data

to demonstrate how disastrous the econonic situation is.
Between 1065 and 1973, growth in the agricultural sector

was Dut at ,Sb against a 2,8y demographlic growth, = average
1ncones also show how rural arcas are worse off: in 1969-1970
a survey or. annual ircomes cave the following resulils:

“plantation workers 71 Z. per annum (1 7= 2:US dollars

w,”orker en plantation re-
lated 1nduutrleo s 100 Z,
worker in chemical and: L
o Tsvometal dndustries ¢ 319 7. 07
white coller workoru ¢ 500 7,

Two sepérate bodleu have" summquzed what-this hag.méan®
for the peasantry im gcneral

About oné-third of thé rural populatlon ‘guffer
from deficiodncies in caloric intakel and more Se&"
riously, a grave shortage of protein is charac=-
teristic of most of the population of the country.

and :

Overall, an estlmated 75% of thc population re=
main outside the formal health care delivery sys—
~tem.  Tor many, trwﬂltlonal medicine dispensed by
local practltlonor is *bo owly tyne tof health
care available,

A al3111uoloned/&e§%e%yl%e%ge buddlng local bourgeoisie
pointed out that with the means available to Zaire it could
}ave avoided the economic crisis if the economy had been
properly planned and diversified., Jith a properly planned
and dlverswllea ‘economy "the country would have bcen a paadise

on eartn"24

¥

The American defeat in Vietnam and the inecreasing militan-—

cy of the ﬁost exploited ¢lasces of Third World countries
have combined to produce serious re-thinking among the stra-
tegists of impefialism;-and especially, among those institu=-
tions without which the ruliig classes of countries like
Zaire or Chile would not be able to contain thowe who unders-~
fané’théir economic plight in different ternss::

I don't like to hear about independence. I don't
like to hear of it because it hos brought nothing
to those of us who work the land. It has only
profited the intellectuals,  We, the peasants ha~
e become poorer, Before independence, I was
able to save some noney, Today, I don't have a
cent, ©School fees have gone up, drinks -have gone
up, clothes have gone up, cigarettes have gone up,
verythlnp has gone up except for the price of what
we produce. Jy self, my wife and ny.children hav
to work wmuch wmore tnan before 1ndepeqce in ovder
to buy the same things., TLet us have people in the
'gofevnm@ﬂt Wkg are sensitive Lo our situation and

no-b 'h-y eves, <D
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Cbviously, orld Bank officials and ruling classes
"in the capitalist metropoles would find it hard to admit
‘that. the ‘abowe analysis is more accurate than 4 volumes

on the Zairean economy. The "hieves® know better: New Eco-
nomic Order, social responsibility, Human Rights:

Sriticizing Zaire's current development path as
baulcaljy anti-=humnan demands a concrete alterna-
“tive, Discussions of the New International Eco-
nonic: iOrder shokeg %en provide:an ever .more cohe-
, rent. pOuSlbl ;ty .

 5From the/aggY%er 5 perspectlve, the pUgEeStlono made by
j;an IBRD off 101a1 w1th regard to aalre's economy are seen
' ;as the best correctlves for "a utrategy of self-reliance
1a1med at, eovtllzlng onnortunlty“ (1 e, make the "stealing®
less obvious), = This IBRD official suggested the application
of four p011c1eS° S

(1) not introduce any consuﬂutlon goods which cannot
be shared by the vast malprlty of. the popula-
tion at that particular stage of development

) make maximum use of local resourées and techno-

logy -

éfg make minimwn use of foreign au81stdnce

4) deliberate u%llnk 1tse1f‘frow past deoendent re-
1at;onsh1p“

Because Zaire's economic performance it constantly com-
pared to whot took place during colonial rule. is not to say
‘that the ‘peasant was not exploited under that system, far from
it, Indeed, thc fact that the above cited "granary' of the
 Congo became an area of endenic famine and malnutrition is the
lTogical sequence of the policies that were pursued. under
colonial rule. #And the inability of the current niling class
~~to equal the colonizers capacity to organize and control
production must also’$clatal to the colonization process,
“Without wishing to elaborate on this now, it is worth
recalling Fanon's comuent on the "national® bourgeoisie:

In underdeveloped countries, we have seen that
no true boureoisie exists; there is. only a sort
of 1ittle greedy caste, avid and voracious with
" the mind of a hudeter, only too glad to accept
the dividends that the former colonial power
hands out to it. This get-rich-guick middle
class shows itself incapable of great ideas or of
inventivemss, - It remembers what 1t has read in
Turopean textbooks and imperceptibly it becomes ,,
. . - o C
not even theplicg of furope, but its caricature.

Let us return toour IBRD official and his suggestions
for: curing the Zairean economy, First of all, under the guise
of pursuing a so-called "people~centered®™ economy, it is clear
that the solutions that are already under way will be
centered on the profit: returns for the capitalists. It is not
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sufficlent to show that the agricultural sector of the eco-
nomy has done -poorly over the years. If agricultural pro-
duction becomes simply a question ol increasing prcductivity
(as it was becoming toward tre end of colonial rule), then
the solution will be to provide the means of increasing
agricultural productivity in the most efficient way,i.e.
~under capitalist conditions of production, C, lMeillagsoux
'acura+ely gsized the problem when he was writihg on the

~consapenc,h of the fawine in West Africas.

iny

The peasant who consumes only what he himself PL Qe
duces is clearly a parasite og far as..capitelism

is concerned.... Viewcd from the nerspectlve of

a world-wide foud shortage, these African lands,
leftruntil now to the indigenous peasantry, beco-
me an asset, The logical conseguence of this is
the eventual dispossession of the present occupants
'in the interests of an agriculture that yields
higher returns, . .2

—+

During a recent 1trip to Zalre, the Pelgian Minister of

‘gCooperat¢on and Development visited an agro~industrial com=-

plex flnanced by Belglum."One of the aims of the complex is
to produce maize on an industrial scale. . it tLv date of the
visit (July 1977), it was reckoned that Zalre was luporting
75% of its food consumptlor.BO » ’
A - ‘Under the guise of concern for the starving peasant,
the official of the IRBD is in fact concerned about the
inability of Zaire to produce enough in order to repay its
debts to the big bankers who loaned money on an unprecendented
scalet 51 The mere possibility that Zaire might default on its
debts is more than the cawnitalists and financiers need to
‘begin lecturing the Zairean ruling clique on the necessity
to Wstabilize® the econowy and to"denocr tize® the govern—
mentj‘ -

It is difficult to say that the Zaireah economy is in bad
straights solely because of adverse circunstances, BHBver since
1960 the structure of the ccconomy has remained the same, When
 1nveutmcnto were nade, they went to f?nance prestlgeous and
costly projects from the. presidential gardenc to the Nsele
estate to the Inga dam: fror #the. most sophisticated radio
and TV broadcasting station ever built on the continent" (Le
- Tam~tam d'M¢L1qve) to the building of airports overly equip-
ped with the most advanced tecnnologlc,l equipment; from the
presidential "village™ in Cbadolide-to the little lInown pro-
ject (untll‘lt was recently publicized by‘éggiggg:é§£g) of
uilding -a huge airbase with missile sites on lake Tanganyika
(south of Kalewmie). Against this spree of uneconoric invest-

ment one finds a land comuunication network which is beconming
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less and less usable, 5 of 1975 the International Road
Transport federation hod esticated that Uaire had only 7,000
km of serviceable roads, wrich is 10,000 km less than it had
in 1970, V - . |
The 1list of wasted resources is long, and whatever be—
nefit has becen derived from them has gonevin_the:pookets of
a‘small}cllquc of presidential friends who owe thelw favours
to ethnic aLLlﬁltV or to unswcrvinﬁ an unquostlonlnry obe-
diance. Iwe 1ncom0etencc and mlsncn%q¢Pg skills of this
cligue has,aptcgonlzed the gmrg*nw local bourg801sie Whibh
sees ltb crances for capital accumulatwon rcduced or anlhl—
lated by economic pOllClPS Wthh are reminiscent of the plunm
dering quu of Leonold Il

The problem of a good noad network is also often pre-
sented in the form of & concern for the poor peasant who 1is
unable to sell his produce, It is true that en improvement
in the wad network will bring some benefits to the peasant, but
to believe that the capitalist is concerned about the peasant
as a peasant isg to display a naive understanding of the ca-
pitalist mode of production., The well-being of the peasant
is importent insofar as this well-being (i.e. being well fed
and medically cared fo:) will increase the surplus that:
the capitalist will be able to extract,

H.M, Stenidey is reported to have todd feopold II that
without a railroad link (to by pass the rapids between
Matadi and Kinshasa) with the ocean, the Congo would not be
worth a penny, and with that began one of the bloodiest episo-
de of the Congo: the building of the lMatadi-Kinshsasa rail
iine which, legend says, cost as mahy lives as there were
sleepers on the line. The arguments of I.BD officials may
not he as crude as Stanley's, but they are based on thc same
rationale as the one behind the proposals to reorganize
agriculture: to turn Zaire into an efficient capitalist economy.

fven if the internal comrunication network were servi-
ceable, “Zaire would still be faced with a serious problem. Ier
geogravhical position and colonial legacy have made her hea-
vily dependent on other countries for importing and exporting
her gocds. Before the closure of +he Benguela Railway (Iu-

- bumbashi-~Lobito) during the £fngolan civil war of 1975~76, most
of the mineral production of the country was exported through
the port of Lobito on the ‘tlantic coast. The railway was
damaged during the Angola.conflict, anﬂ wiile a rapprochement
had been worked out, the Harch/ipril -events in Shaba are not
likely to lead to a2 quick resuuption wof trafiic on thig linik
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unless a sudden surge of ‘demand for copre“ or other mineral
ores récuires a prompt political :solution, |

Internally, there ir- mo rail link between 3haba and
the sea., letal and ores travelling by the ‘national route"
go ¥y rail t0 Ilebo, thence by river to hlnuwaqa, and final-
1y by rail again to the estu Ty port of lietadi, vhich is
“ both shallow and difficult to anv1gate. To maké use of the
giahf-ore—carriers now favoured by the shipﬂing multinationale,
Zairets ninorals nust be trans-shivred a fourth tine at
the decp=water port of RBonana (still undcr cons rucfion)
at the month of the Zaire river ’ ‘ D

Thus, 2 large slice of Zgire's mlpe?al earnlngs is
uwallowed up in transport and han011ng COSbS, which ¢
moreover largely go to swell the ecrnings of rail and port
installations in other countries, in addition to any transit
taxes those countries may impose, Recent inflation of .equip=-
ment fuel and wages costs has meant that ores are becoming
more costly to produce arnd transport.

The transport problens apnlv equally, of course, ‘to
supplies of .ca ital equdpuent for nineral production, to
supplies of petrol and diesel o0il, and to agricultural supplies
and equipment and the food and cash crops themselves. Thus
food shortages in Kinshasa have pushed up prices and contri-
buted to inflation in the most populated and least fertile
regions, while crops have heen wasted in the fertile northern
and eastern regions for lack of transport to take them
- where they are needed, Yields of the many cash crops in
various parts of the gountry have declined for lack of fer-—
tiligers and equipment; coffee, tea, rubber and timber pro-
duction has declined since independence and palm oil is no
longer exported despite eliorts to maintain production.

However, while the government is aware:of the trans-—
portation problems, the corrective measures that it has so
far taken do not seem”th indicate a willingness tqQ adopt
solutions different from those adopted during colonial rule.
So far the programme has involved improvement and reinforce-
ment . of a network based cn the assumption that Zaire is
escentially an export economy. - Projected rail links to be
built by Lonrho and Japanese firme between Ilebo and Kinshasa
and frow l.atadi to Banaa will make an unbroken rail route
from Shaba to the sea by 1981 ——if they are on schedule, Other
rail projects =-notably a. link betwegn Kindu and Ubundum-—
will? simply reinforce the existing pattern of the comrunica-—
tion network which was established during colonial rule?
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An efficient transport system is not only crucial for Zaire
itself, but it is also important for the industrialigzed
countries which continue to require cheap raw materials fom
Third ¥World economies, It is because of this importance that
the Buropean ILconomic Community and the Yorld Bank have con-
tinued to grant large credits for improving the country's
transport system. In an interview which apreared in the
Washington Post (July 1lst 1976) President Fobutu himself gave
an excellent summary of the transport situation in Zaire

when he declared that %in spite of all our efforts to re-

organize our agricultural program 90% of all imports remain

“in Klnsbasa and do not rcach the interior,¥ A disastrous

gituation 1ndeed if it is realized that 80% of the estimated
25 M. People live outside Iinshasa and its hinterland.

The demographic explosion can only further aggravate
the economic gituation. A local resarch institutc has esti-
mated Zaire's population growth at 2.82¢% for the 1970-=75
period and predicted for 1976-80 a 2.92%. yearly avverage.

In actual figures this w uld mean a population growth of

21.8 M.(19 70) to 28.7 M.(1980). 1In 1376, 55% of the total
population was less than 20 years old; 3£+ between 20 and 55
years old, and 7% above 55 years old. To many orthodox econo-

"mists a decrease in population growth would be a sine .qua

non‘conditioh'for establishing a sound basis for economic
development 'Consequently officials of the USAID have de-
voted oonblderable attention ‘o this problem under the
dlogulsed title proaects "Maberpal and infant -care®

o The chaotlc economic ploture pa1nted above has led many

‘obServero to wonder vhether tbe Zaircan authorities will be

capable let alone willing and have the financial means to put
fheir house in order. Indeed it ig the huge finencial in-
debtedness that has regularly put“Zaire in the headlines over
the last Vear or so. Its total foreign debt to both govern-
ment and private 1n°t1tutions has reached 3 billion dollars.
In his latest book against the régime Cl. Kamitatu has ad-
vanced an even higher figure of 4 biliion dollars computed
from figuree siven by the Central Bank. This figure (for
1977) amounts to a )OOp increase over 1073 fir:ures.33

Zaire's current ledQClalvprOble$S are undoubtedly
linked to a point already mentioned above, namely the stra-
tegic decisions made by Mobutu and his economic. advisers in the

first Tew months of his rise to power: to invest in highly ca-

vitalized industries such as tp steel=-fertilizer plant com=-
plex at Taluku 30 miles nowth of Kinchaaa on +tha Zairve wivoxr:

[
’
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- the huge Inga dam project. The stratcgy iteelf was not based
on sound economic calculations nor on correct assessment of
means and necds., It was argued that since Zaire was poten-
tiaily the richest country in Africa it could afford to
etibark on investment projects which were beyond her actual
resgources, The strategy and investiient decisions were de-
ternmined by a distorted sense of priority which was itself
fueled by an irrational and megalomaniac conception of now
to achieve,natlonaL prestige,

| In line with this policy, Zaire had ordered from France
in 1973 17 liirage jet fightersplane eventhough there were
no flying nor maintenance personnel available to make proper
use of thcu. With the harch/”lel 1977 crisis, the country
qad to beg‘ Lgypt to provide the needed personnel, In other
words the sector of the economy which received the greatest
_attentionvas well as largest budget allocation was still una-—
ble‘ﬁo function properly. There could not be a worse indict-
ment of the ineptude of the ruling clique. In all spheres
the governmént was carrying out & policy which was beyond
its financial and technical means, And yet, in the eyes of
the leadership (i.e. Mobutu himself), such a policy was
warrantcd because copper prices were high (B,OOQ dollars/ton
before it fell in 1974), and even if copper prices were o
fall, Zaire could, it was argued, easily borrowed Ffrom its
western allies. To the credit of the authorities of the Cen-
tral Bank it nust be said that they did not share such opti-
mism. In their 1972-73 annual report they advised the govern—
ment to decrease public spending in order to soften the impact
of a less. favourable economic' conjuncture in the future.  No
‘action was taken, The copner prices collapsed in mid-1974.
In 1975 and 1976 Zaire failed to pay its dcbt services or
principal of ite foreign debts. The amounts involved are
disputed, they vary from 7001, dollars to 2 billion (Xamita-
tu's estinates on the basis of figures from the Central Bank
'of Zaire). - Alarmed in 1975, foreign creditors Began to take
action in 1976,

At governrental level, the Paris "Club of Ten" agreed
in June 1976 to grant Zaire a moratorium by rescheduling its
debts over s 1l0-year period.for those debts falling due in
1975 and 1976. ‘lthough Zaire agreed to pay 15% of the un-
paid debt servicé,.it_failed again to make that paywent on
July 1, 1976,

Ly ler@tQ level, ten 1nterneclondl banks representing
more tlmq 40 other instifutions to which Zaire owed approxi-
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mately. 1l billion US dollors, regquested the Zalre govern-—
ment to send representatives to London to discuss the re-
scheduling of unpaid debts, The initial lack of response
from .obutu's govornment was due To trp fact that government
officials did not have any ildea of how much they owedsinu new
record in umismanagement by thoirviing clique. wsventually a
.meeting took pleece in London on Yovember 5, 1976 at whiéh
Zaire agreed to all the conditions set by the baﬁks: ,
(1) Zaire nust pay all the interests due on arréars, wvhich
was about § 40 M. o o
(2) Zaire nust establish a fund of 3 5 M, to be used for
paying delayed principal payments.
(3) Zaire must negotiate with the International Lonetary

Fund access to stand-by credit, On this basis the In-—

ternational :lonetary Tund will heve a right to supervise

Zaire's econqagg;pol;qlese(emphasis added)

(4) If the above conditions are adhered to,_the private banks
will make their best to flnd a ¢ 250 17, loan which may |
not be used to pay past. debts,

Some reprosentatives of the ~rivate banks fearing that

Zaire would not respect the above conditions pressured the

US government and wembers oif Congress to increase the imerican

2id to Zaire. These private banks did not have anything to

fear for AID had already begun to-act as early as lay 1975

when it submitted to Congress & réquest for aid to Zaire

whose total was close to @0 il. The reasons_given for
demanding such a large amount were:

=To prevent Zaire's severe short-term financial probleus
from causing economic disruption and undermining poli-
tical stability.

~-To prevent Zaire's economy from further deterioration
while steps are being taken to improve financial mana-
geﬂbnt (emphauls added, J.D.) and the avt1c1p@ted up~-
sw1n occurs. in -world: copoer brlceu, Zaire's prlmalv

DOft ea“ner.

To nrevent substantial American investment and resour-
ce development projects from flbundering for lack of
essential comitodities and equipment, or of banllng
confidence.,

~To indicate thr0ﬂgn our example, that. other donors Eould
also resnond to Zaire! 1ﬂqed1ate financial neeas.

In s ubgeqaent documents, ATD Mrgued more forcefully
about the need to prowote ”poll tical stab1¢1uy” and to foster
trade and fac¢11tate4U.ug 1nvestrent to maintain access on
' 56

favorable terms to Zaire's rich mineral resouroes" Similar
argunents were,made:by‘the Defense Department to request
military aid for Zajire, The Defense Department peinted out
that "although Za;réfs internal threat is low, subsequent

events could encourage intermal latent disside nt elements to
77 .
becone active,®” !
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Kevevfheless the skepticism of the bankers was unders-
fandabie: Znire government officials (fdllowing in this
the example of their President) have carried the axt of cor--
ruption,'ineompetence and eribezzlement of pubiic funds to
such heights that the losses incurred by the State in this
fashion wag estimated &t one +time at 60% of reguWGr State
revenues.38 Wow and then the liouvement P uialre de la Ré=-
volution (MPR) has tried to'lngect gome sense of publie spirit
and moral righteousness, but slorans like YI'PR does not mean
to help oneself¥ are invariably turned on their heads.w

v

ldeology

I - The-undermined economlc credibility of Zaire among its
fore1gn~crc\1tor° has been paralleled by aﬂathy'and -resent-
ment ins 1qe. The various 1de040glcal devices. Wthh had been
used to wnsure rcebectabljlty cr chulre a ra clcal 1mage ‘have

-peterea out, TFrom 1965 +o 1J71 Mobutu found it $¢t10ally
expedient (and ﬁ071tlca11y neccasary) to portray himself as
the solrltual aﬁd political inheritor of P, Tumumba eventhougn
he played a crucial role in his ellmwnutlon.r From 1971 +to

1973 éAubhenflolty”, a refurbished form of Négritude (des-

‘pite the réEime's denial of this shorfened definitiOn)\was
used to establish 2 radical image. Authenticity was pro?
pééandized as an ideologioal innovation which would charter
a new path for Zaire's people. "Neither left nor rightt
‘became the motto of a régime which felt no embarassment to

. transform it wimths later into “neither left nor right, nor
in the »niddle" —~the only possibility Toft belng the extreme
rlght ’ , :

' oﬁE'bL the outs tanding common feauures of post-colonial
régimeu has been to portray themtelves as truly nationa-

- list., In the economic sphere; there were attempts to "gain
eeonemic vlndene.ndeﬂce'2 of which the uOSt celebrated example
was the so—calWed nationalization of “the. Unlon Miniére du
Haut-Katanga (UMHK) into Gécemine. in 1967.° It is interes-
ting to note thet when the alspute broke out the U.S5. offered
to mediate bhetween Belgium ena saire, ventually,

- The 1967 agreement, which has becn suo“cquently
" modified to lessen its burden on the Zairian
"~ state, provided for full compensation and granted
.;management processing, and arketlng contracts to,q
a UMEK sub81d1ard, the oOClete Penerale des liinerals,

The ultlmmte ainm of nationaliz etlons (or the subsequent
zairianisation and radlcallzaulon) was’ 1deologlca1 Tather than

economic: “the only result of the rérime's policy of econo-
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~mic nationalism hes been the partial, or scmetimes. the total,
Africanization of the boarag of Toreign corpor“tloqs. In
'mbSt cases, the government representatives on these boards are
unemployed politicians, high civil séf%dh%é;"or'tfaaé
unioniste,n40

Some of the radical elements of autheqt1c1t came from
. its brief association with UGEC (Union Générale db: Studiants
Congolais) whichbued hoped to draw the régime into more ra-
‘dical politics, | but the régime usea UGEC to its own cnds
because it\coulu‘not aqcept tLgﬁbah‘organizationﬂwhiCh
implicitly rQCOWniZed fhe Com?unis. lia, néfestb as a mtartinr

point for action could be trusted. 4uuhent101ty aia appeal
for a. whlle to those who could 16entlfy with some of the
8¢oguns such as "we must deoo]unlvc our montulltle“". For
a country which had experienced one ol the most oppre ssive
lOfmS of colonlalwcm there was QOWCthlﬁg “rogre SlveAln this
attempt to "stand on your own feetf, |
In 1972 and 1973 especially, the régime went out of its

Iay to spread auvthenticity beyond the bordoro of Zairc. -
Although authenticity did not become 2 phl]osopby to be taught
in universities along with nrlmuotle,= 1~to,‘Kant, eftcs, it
dia sufflclertly inpress the preside nto'of several countries
who changed their names (’b d, rquatorlal Gulnoa, Gabon and
Tog.,o)‘ _ . N S
| The cultural aspects of authe ﬁlClty, i.e. return to
the values of our ancestors were emphasized for a dual pur-
pose: to rally behind the ruling clique those very masses
which still lived in the iGDOWOﬂical vorld of the ancestors,
and to estmbllsh a legltlm(te clalm for 1oaderbn1p. WThen
authenuloLty 1s cexamined from this Dersrectlve slogans

like "we mu>t>qecolon1ze our nmentalities® appear for what
_tﬂ%y are: an“attempt by the ruling clicue to dictave

to the masses their own history,> It is obvious that in the
coute <t of Zairian history, thosc who are in the greatest
need of aecolonlleg their mentallty are precisely those

Who durwng?%ﬁe CgignlJl period strovo to acquire those
attributes that would huve made them the furopeans of

Africa, i.e. the current rullnw class, The criteria of res-
pectability of this class were always borrowed from the Turo-
pean bourgeoisie, T%@ ef orts that went in imitating the
8001a1, 1ntelleOUua1 and curtural habLts of the colonial
masters did not go w1thout casualties, African l;terature is
fvll of charactars who were ”tonnﬁ,or ﬁpulled" between
“tradi%ional"ﬁand Piodern® values.,  In Zaire, the 1abouring

masses did not have the oprortunity to be "orn" between two
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sets of values. Their income did not even allow them to
choose between "modern® bread and the ®raditional" fufu,

ugali or chikwang. The labouring masses were gimply

planed, crushed, ground and reauced tc produce, cither at the
factory or in the fields, for (often) less than subsistence
wage; but at least, they held to a culture that was their

o

own incgreat part because th presérvation of that culture
did not intorfere with the productioh relations that were
imposed by the colonial state, The largest part of the nea-
_ santry did not get access to an educational oysuem which played
‘an 1mportant role in- the colonization of mentajltles.

Stlll the culture or the customs of the ancestors is
not so&etmlng to be romanticized for its own sake or fot
the sake of reinforcing a sitate apparatus which is increasingly
relying on sophisticated equirment to bolster itfs repressive
machinery, If there ever was or is such a thing as African
Authenticity, thosé‘who were closest to it were the masses
whose schools were the factories and fields and whose teachers
were the foremen, agricultural officers and nolicemen, Colo=-
nial? soolety was a 01”°ﬁ divided society, and each class
‘experiended colonialism according to *tits: position in that
'SOCiety. During colonial rule the Detty boﬁrgeoisie sniggered
at thetﬂggkgggg of +the bush and kept telling the colonizers 7
that they, the éyolués were different; but with the departure
bbf fhe colonial rulers, the new ruling class find it necessary
to poinf out that they and the washenzi suffered together, and
that 2ll that is HGCGSC?Iy is to remember that "ye all have
the sanc ancestors® ' - s

Incapable of generating a true revolution, the ruling
class has attempted to launch a revolt, énd it is this re-=
volt which it pompously calls revolution., In fact, it is
an attempt by the ruling class to settle its own conscience.

Apartbfrom'servihg the useful purpose of mystifying reali-
ty, the inauguration of authenticity also allowed ilobutu
to begin’a t“ﬁcéés'of erasing any remihiscenﬂes of T, Zumum-
ba whose Pl rlty was still extremely strbng in the North
eastern area, Nobuuu began to rewrite the history of post-
~independent Zaire: before ¥ovember 24 1965 there was chaos,
then came the ”creator”, the "guidem, In his constant search
to mohopoliZe all politiédl power; “iobutu branded any disa-
greement or potential threat to this vower as a gerverted and
ﬁorbid drive to r@sur“oot the dévils of the past, Authenti-
c1ty was revitalized in 1974 (under the 1ﬂgtlgatlon of the
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man that has Just becn arrested for high treason: M.
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One aspect of authenticity —-the rejection of catholic
names-=- triggered in 1972/73 an open conflict between the
regime and the Catholic Church. Its highest Zairean repre-
sentative, Cardinal Malule had to retreat tc the Vatican. The
conflict woe not only around the use of catholic names, it
was also about the irionopolization of the ideological-discourse
Jhich Mobutu wanted to establish by forcing the Catholic Church
“to0 teach the.doctrines of authenticity instead of those of
cran imported Winauthentie' religion:.- Because of the extremely
important role of catholic migsionaries in the Zairean educa-
tional. system, Mobutu had to backtrack, In the meantime,
" Majula has returned and becn pardoned, but trRmrsions remain
as many Catholic priests continue to voice criticism of the
regime. : :

Political and iiconomic Bonseguences

Gnerally speaking, 1t is correct to say as Cl. Kamitatu
‘argued inone of his pamphlets against the regime that Hobutu's
strategy was one of mystification, but it has failed,  In spi-
“te of the regimet's rhetorical exercises the majority of the
poputation has seen its social and econcric conditions steadi-
.1y deteriorate while a Presidential clique continued to accumu-
late at a speed and rate that have few equivalents on the conti-
nent. The cliqgue has enriched itself by drawing directly from
the State funds and when these proved insufficient they created
a new source by nationalizing foreign businesses, Iike the
1867 fhationalization® of UMNHK, the ‘Yzairianization" of the eco-
nomic sector (symptomaticelly restricted to non-multinationals)
of 1975 was allegedly aimed at rendering the country economi-
cally .independent. In fact the measure was simply used partly
to appease some members of the emerging local bourgeoisie,

. and partly to nrovide an even larger source of enrichment to
members of the Tresidential clique, Zairianization having
failed, & so-called "radicalization® prccess was -attempted at
the end of 1975. Aired at introducing rationality in the mena-
gement of the national economy, radicalization also falled to
‘revitalize the productive sectors of the economy. At the end
of 1976 the. regime admitted its fallure by de-nationalizing

on a massive =scale, Foreigners who had had their business
nationalized could have them back on a 60-40% basis, the larger
size going back to foreigners,  "Retrocession® as: the neasure
was called will not necessarily mean the return-of -investors

to the country. For example, Belgian investors, through their
national Thamber of Conmeree have vwoiesd e opndltions under

-
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which they would redurn to Vaire, and those conditions are
much more unfavourable to Zaire then the ones (already’ favous
‘rable by Third World countries' standards) offered previously.
The failure of the Presgsidential clique %o control their
own economy must be understood in the context of what has been
said earlier about the nature of the class that was granted
-independence, Unlike its counterpart in Hurope, the. local
bourgeoisie was not involved in production let aloné in: cond’
trolling the means of production. : The local bourgevisie becaue
an intermediary not on the basis of its role in produetion, but
“on the basis of social, cultural, intellectual and ide¢ological
attributes whose acquisition made 1% ncceptable’ to interna-
tional canital, Its claim to distinction rests on purely
ideological grounds. Unfortunately, ideology alone cannot
organize and control precduction, A ruling class that reached
its position because of its bhureaucratic experience, intellec
tual distinction or social status cannot distinguish itcelf
in something -~controlling and organizing production-- in
which it never participated, - The social and economic. history
of a ruling class before it became one, will tend to determine
the nature of thet ruling class.: The past can only be shaken
thirough a revolutionary process, : ‘

Recent: events

Because of the narrowness of its social and political
base, iiobutu's regime has antagonized not only the most wretchedl
part of the population, but .also a large portion of its weal-
thiest members as can be seen by the wide spectrum from
where onposgition ig being voiced, On larch 8, 1977 this
opposition took the form of an amed attack by members of the
" so=called FLNC (i'ront de Libération nationale du Congo) hea-—

ded by general F!Bumba. TFormerly a police chief in Kolwezi
- M!'Bumba was arrested. and jeiled in 1966, Escaping almost
immediateély, he fled to Angola. #l1lthough the FLNC claims in
its pamphlets to have been constituted in 1968, its organiza-
tion as a group detoermined te overthrow Tobutu is of a mu-h
more recent origin, noszibly after the Angola independence.

Militarily, the F1HC could count on well equipped and
well trained troops, They participated in +the Angola war
first on the -side of the Portuguese and then on the side of
the MPLA,  Such shifty past was bound to lead some observers
to compare them to 2 bunch of mercenaries who will side with

whichever gide offers the highest raterial rewards, The Find
O



attack at the beQiﬂﬁiﬂF of Iarch 1977 was carried out at a
time when digssatisfaction and discontent had deepened
not only among the peasants ond wvorkers, but also within the
bourgeoisie, Politically, economically, sooially,vthe con-
ditions were ideal for any organized group te launch an attack,
but it became immediately apparent that the lack of political
preparation within the ILIC and within the population they
contacted was going to be a determinant factor of success
or failure. The hope that the population of the whole
country was going to rise like one man did not mauer1a117e.
Dissatisfaction and discontent alone cannot lead to an
organized uprising, they can only 1ead to opontaneous and
short lived outbursts against the oppressors.,
The FINC is not the only organized opposition group.

It was loosely connected to the Frodelico (Front de ILibération
du Congo) of which A, CGizenga, a former close associate of
P, Tumumba and later P, iulele, claimed to be the head., At
one point in 1975/76 there was an attempf to unify all the
oprosition groups under one organization., Some of the groups
involved were the P,L.C, (Tarti Libéral du Congo) Palu (Parti
Iumumbiste Unifié), P.R,P., (Parti Révolutionaire du Peuple),
Mouvement Nationaliste Congolais (M.1.C,), i".N.C.T. Rénové
(1Touvement National Congolais Lumumba renovated). Anong these,
the P.R.”. of Laurent Kabila nust be singled out as the one
which has attemvted in the mos t syqtematlc fashion to put
forward and practice a p programme which goes beyond the simple

emoval of the current govérning’l 0¢1que. "It controls a small
area in the eastern paxt of the ccuntrv in the mountalns that
border lake Tanganyika between Kalemie and Figzi,. Dver since
1967-68 and despite several attempts, the Zairean armed forces
have failed to dislodge them, Other groups are the Tarti
Populaire Africain (P.P.4.,) headed by Kikunda, an ally of
Gizenga; the Tront Solidaire Africain of Cl. Kamitatu; the
Houvement d'Action pour la Résurection du Congo (MARE) of
Kanyonga lobateli, and finally the MNLC (Mfouvement National
de Libération du Congo) heavily domlnated by students,

The Invasion” of Shaba

The attack of the FILNC was conducted both as a convens:
tional and = guerilla operatioh. Conventional in that the
troops took over towns and militarily (with the help of the
civilian population) controlled them; guerilla in that they
also sought to avoid open confrontation with the government

TIroons which seem to have Lived un o thoir reputation by

T dcamia \IM..



Pe-ing vhen ~ichbing e eneny
e=1ng when ~ighting the enewy.

Yhile it is termpting to say thnt the ruling clicue has

|4

fashioned an army after its own image (i.e. incompetmience an
mercendry cttitude turned virtues), there have been signs that
Fobutu's grip over the Zairean armed forces has rnot heen as
tight as the iguide® would have wished, & blot of senior
officers tQ‘ovorthrow obutu was uroovered in mide 1075, and

it even led to a cooling of relations with Ithlngton

whose embassy in Zinshasa was accused of “a°81ve compllclty.
Tater in the year junior officeérs were said to_have trled a
similar move, When the FINC attacked in Shaba, generai'Bumba
was removed frorm his position of chief df”étaff'fdr‘iﬁéompe—
tence, bdbut ‘unofficial sources claimed that general Bunba was
about to strlke a bargain with the invaling forces.,

In snlte of the MPR party ulogan of “neither left nor
rlgkt" ilobutu's polltlcs have always been shaped by those of
the domlrunt powers of the Atlantic nlllance. Shifts in Lo~
reign Uollcw have been dramatized for propaganda and ideo-
1oglca1 el fectss viz. the 19“2 vigit to Pe?lng and the 1973
break of diplomatic relat 1onq thL T°rae1 On the South Afri-
can and Rhodesian QLVSthﬂS, “obutu has always tried to bend
the OAU principles to suit his OWhck of any - Vhen Kissinger
was still in office he sough+ in vawn to make Zaire part of
the front-line states, Nevertheless, whenever US’ofTicials
tour the southern p”rt of the contlnent they never fail
to stop in Ki nshasa and hrlef ﬁobutu.

The US have a large ac ctual and potential stake in Zaire,
Over the last few years (68390191“V since 1“60) it is the
large Ub doninated finencial Lnstltvtlons (such as the Yorld
Bank, the I.l'.F., U.S.A.I,D., L.4.D. ) which have sustained
the Gaircan econony. 1t is also the US political supnort
which has encouraged so many US private banks to lend more
money than these institutions would othcrwise have done had

41_'

they adopteﬂ tb01r ovm sound banking nr1n0171@
France and Zaire

Ever since 1960, France hag always tr e@Ftngain~greater
influence in Zairean poiitics., DIinguistic affinity helpec

the impl ement“tior'of this dtrategy.' By 1975, France had
become the ﬁecond 1argest trading par ~tner of Zalre.’ leen
this context, it 1w.not surprising that lobatu ghould have
declared in January"1976 fha% “Prance is the counfry on whose

coovmeration I connt most.® .ind he oroved it a few unonths law-



ter when he called on the Trench President to provide the
help that the US and Belgium were not eager to give so quickly
againet Ythe Katargese invaders!

The <roarﬂnt accord vhich orough% 50 many countries
to the rescue of Wobutu cenvot hide the different motives and
strategleu of all these countries which have % eir own interest
ihterests to preserves to counter the Ruscians in their pro-
greso on the contvnert to nrotect their own future entry
on the Zairean market to SC”nd a warnlng agawnst thelr owr
1nterna1 dlssenters

Provisional conclusions

It is dlfflcult to nredlct the econoric ‘andpolitical
doﬁéequences of the Shaba episode - Obv1owsly it will be
very bostly to the opposition. "Its adventurism will cost
the lives of many innocent peasants and’ wolers, ‘Foreign
_journalists were prevented from visiting the "combat' zones
in Shaba. Frevious experiences in Zaire have shown that in
order o consolidate his power, HMobutu has never hesitated
to "make examples? in the form of ruthless and bTooﬂy TEw
pression, and there is no reason to believe that the scena-
rio will be different this time, It may'in fact be worse
because the regime came s0 close to ité'ehd. Tis much Pro=—
’pééandizedZWillingness to "democratize™ politics for the
forﬁhcoming'91QCtion5 of December must be taken with caution
onithe'basis of pagt experience, Dlulele was invited “to re-
turn and promised a pardon, He arrived in Kinshasa on Septem-
bér'29 19’” Qctober & he was shot by a firing squad,
| Heav11y indebted fi .nancially to the estern powers,
Mobutu's reglmeilﬂ now also politically 1ndebted°”the result
will be total cortrol by outojdo nowers of ‘Zaire's political
{'ana econdmic life, Poxever, as demonstrated by the different
ways in which “they came to his rescue, the Western powers do
not all agree on the best way to salvage their interests in
Zaire. There are cavitalists who are in Zaire to plunder in
5 manner which is reminiscent of the Leopoldian times (1885-1903)
there are others who want to invest in productive capital,
Tronce's interests are closer to the former tgpe. France is
more interested in Zaire as an existing market whereas the
US is involved in the kind of investments which will shape
and structure the Zairean market as an appendage of the US
economy, [Irance has been helped by a local bureaucracy which
has no notion of wvroductive capital and which can only think
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to the second type of investors. The lack of enthusiasm with
which the US sent aid to Zaire can only be interpreted as a
warning to ifobutu's clique. This is not to say that

the future of Zaire will be indeterminately shaped by
intra=imperialist rivalries, The intra-imperialist rival-
ries are 1likely to lead to certain reforms because none

~of the imperialist powers is int@rested in having a couhtry
which is caught up in a war of liberation. ,

The democratization process which Las recently been
announced can be perceived as one of the results of this
intra=imperialist rivalry. Also measures willAp;obap}y_be
taken %o relieve the misery of the labouring masses whose
nistory from 1260, to 1976 can be summarized in the figures
below: although the 1960 wage has been multiplied by 15,
the 1976 real wage can only purchase one quarter of what
it couldrpurqhase in 1960,.

1.06.60 Va%golnaeg | prigg 1ndex‘ Eyvén power
1.10.63 294 .. 393 o - 77
1.05.66 383 . | 576 67
1.,12.70 871 1557 : 56
5.09.75 1274 B 3100 41
27.03.76 - 1530 - : 5388 26

 The above figures have been extracted from a document
published by the National Trade Union of Zairean ‘Workers
(UNTZa), a government controlled body. The document also
draws atiention to other facts in order to dramatize-the
plight of the. %airean workers., Whereas in 1960. 1t cost 4
days work to buy a‘kitenge, in 1976 it climbed to 26 days;
2whereas 1 kg of fish cost 1 day of work, in 1976 it re-
quired 10 times more, Furtermore, in spite of the fact
that strikes were made illegal, several of them took place
in the last few months in different towns, andone of them
(in December 1976)‘involved the workers of the national
airline, Guerilla warfare should not therefore be the sole
indication of whether there is opposition to the regime,

?
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