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" We don't want to emphasise multiracialism I
we emphasise an anti-racist society "
Intervierv with President Joaquim Chissano
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Joaqu im A lber to  Ch issano was born  in  1939 and s tu -
d ied  in  Mozambique,  Por tuga l  and France.  He was a
founder  member  o f  the  Mozambican L ibera t ion  Fron t
(Fre l imo)  in  1962 and was secre tary  to  i t s  f i r s t  Pres ident ,
Dr .  Eduardo lv {ond lane.  Dur ing  the  1974 independence
negot ia t ions  rv i th  the  Por tuguese Government ,  he  was an
ac t ive  par t i c ipan(  and was Pr ime Min is te r  o f  the  t rans i -
t ional Government of 1974-1975. He became Foreign
Nl in is te r  in  the  f i rs t  Government  o f  the  Peop le 's  Repub l ic
o f  Mozambique in  1975 and he ld  th is  pos t  fo r  l l  years .
Fo l lo rv ing  the  t rag ic  death  o f  Pres ident  Mache l  in  t986,
Joaqu im Ch issano was e lec ted .  Pres ider i t .  w i th  the  dua l
mandate  o l  c rus l r ing  the  armed band i ts .  and res tor ing  the
economy.  A  qu ie t ,  p ragnra t ic  man,  hd  is  never the less
possessed of great eloquence and humour, and The Cou-
rier was fortunate in obtaining this face-to-face interview,
wh ich  he  gave in  Eng l ish ,  wh ich  shows those qua l i t ies  to
the  fu l l .
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> Your E.rcellcnt:y, Mo:untbiqtu' is
a nrult iracial socict-t '  r t ' i th cultural roo!s
both in Africo and tlrc vtdcr lusoplnne
x'orld. Hort signi/ic'ant is this for the

future of ntultiracial societies in this'
Soutlrcrn Africun region?

-  When the  Mozambican peop le
s tar ted  the  s t rugg le  fo r  the i r  l ibera-
t ion. their objectives were very well
dc f incd :  we \ \ 'e re  f igh t ing  aga ins t  a
sys tem,  a  co lon ia l  sys tc rn ,  and no I
f igh t ing  aga ins t  men,  even the  men
who were  prac t is ing  i t .  Of  course  the
men who * 'e re  conduct ing  i t  were
foreigners, *ere Portuguesc, but by
sett lenrent here (some whites u'ere
born  here)  some Por tugucse had
become Mozambicans  and we rvere
ready  l rom the  beg inn ing  to  recogn ise
thenr  as  such.  l t  rv i l l  be  the  same fo r
any  race .  \ l ' e  a lsa ls  thought  about
major i t ies  and minor i t ies  in  the  sense
of  op t ions ,  o f  where  one \ lan ts  to
s tand,  and no t  th rough the  co lour  o f
sk in  o r  race ,  e tc .  Dur iqg  the  s t rugg le
u'e hird a minority. those rvht 'r  were
l rgh t ing  aga ins t  the  peop le  o f  l r lozarn-
b i tp re .  and a  mujor i t y ,  those w 'ho  r l c re
l igh t ing  rv i t l r  the  peop le .  And arnong
those rve  counted  peop le  o f  Ind inn
and European or ig in ;  they  were
rv i th in  our  n )o l .enren t ,  and today  they
are  s t i l l  i n  the  leadersh ip  o l '  the  Par ty
a t  the  very  h ighes t  pos ts .  None o [
thcnr  f i ' c l s  gu i l t y  about  u 'ha t  thc i r

anccs tors  d id  as  se t t le rs  o r  as  co lon-
ia l i s ts  bec i ruse  , l c . r  a re  no t  co lon ia l -
ists. l /re-y don't  feel l ike that. When we
came to  the  t rans i t ion  government  in
1974 we made the  po in t  aga in  tha t  we
wanted everybody to leel free in
Mozambique.  and sa fe .  But  there  was
a b ig  campaign  to  persuade se t t le rs  to
leave the  count ry ,  mounted  in  L isbon
in  such a  way tha t  the  Por tuguese
governnrent  had to  launch an  a i r -
b r idge to  t ranspor t  the  re lugees .  We
cou ld  have s ta r ted  here  w i th  a  b ig
number  o I  Europeans who wou ld
have taken Mozanrb ican c i t i zensh ip  i f
they had not been fr ightened by those
rvho rvere opposed to independence.
Even so .  i f  we take  the  who le  o f
Afr ica. we are proud to say that we
are  one o f  the  few count r ies  who have
in  the  leadersh ip  a  number  o f  Whi tes ,
inc lud ing  those who are  e lec ted  by  the
peop le  in  the i r  Commi t tees  and
Assembl ies .  I t  su f f i ces  to  say  tha t  i t
g ives  us  pr ide  rvhen we have as  an
in te r locu tor  be t$een our  Government
and the  South  Af r i can  Governnrent .  a
wh i te  l v { in is te r  * 'ho  is  a  n rember  o f
the  l )o l i tburo ,  t ihn  lought  fo r  the
independcnce o f  l r ' t  ozam b iq  ue .  I  t
gives us pride bc'cause i t 's a -eesture. a
symbol  o f  uhat  ue  wou ld  l i ke  to  see
happen in  South  Af r i ca .  \ \ ' e .  in
lv lozambique.  don ' t  \ \ ' an t  to  en tpha-
s ise  nru l t i rac ia l i sm;  u 'e  enrphas ise  an
anti-rtcist socicty, u lrercbl '  \ \ 'c 8o

beyond the  reprcsent r t i v i t y  o f  the
races  in  the  ac t iv i t i cs  o f  soc ie ty  o r
po l i t i ca l  o r  cu l tuml  l i fe .  And I  w i l l  te l l
you  tha t  th is  i s  no t  ver -v  easy ;  our
f i rs t  Pres ident  had to  d ie  lo r  th is .  fo r
the  f igh t  to  b r ing  th is  concept  fo rward
and to  de fend i t .  Who knorvs  whet l re r
some o f  those rvho are  f igh t ing  us  s t i l l
a re  f igh t ing  th is  concept  u 'h ich  we
defend and w i l l  con t inue de t 'end ing .
They  u t i l i se  rac ia l  l i ncs .  t r iba l  l incs .
Even here ,  a f - te r  the  revo lu t ion .  pco-
p le  wou ld  ask  "  Why is  th i r t  Whi te
t a k i n g  t h i s  p o s t .  w h y  n o t  t h a t  B l a c k ,
e t c . ? "  B u t  t o d a y  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o
longer  asked.  The ques t ion  is .  horv
one behaves .  be  he  wh i te  o r  b lack .  l t
took  t in re  and i t  necdcd the  couruee
of  Whi tes  and B lacks  to  fo ree t  about
some pas t  resentnrcn ts .  And they  are
forgo t ten  now bccause our  Par ty  has
taught  peop le  tha t  we are  f igh t ing  a
svs tem.  Th is  i s  aga in  s 'ha t  we u , ish  to
see happen in  South  Af r i ca .  So.  in
shor t .  rve  fee l  tha t  we cou ld  in  many
aspects  be  taken as  an  example  to  be
fo l lo \ . \ ,ed  a l though we acknorv lcdge
th l t  th is  r le rnar rds  thc  g r ro r lu i l l  o l -  a l l
t h e  p i r r t i c s  i r r v o l r  c d  i r r  s o c i c t y ' .

" h'e ither puppet.\ oJ' China
nor of tl I lscorr "

)  f 'or t  hete ntu i l ( rq(d lo  . f  oret '  t rev

o n l  c o r t s t r u c t i t ' c  r L ' l r t t i t t t t . t  n  i t h  c u n i t t t l -



is! eountries v'hilst ttol abandoning
vou ties to sociolist ones. Is Ihis a
shilt in foreign policy or nrerelv in
cc'mntic policl' /

-  Here again I could trace the
ans;rer to this question to the days of
the struggle for independence in
Mmmbique.  And ac tua l l y  I  wou ld
stan from the early days when, in
Mmmbique. there was no l iberation
morcrnent at al l .  but people already
tho€ht about independence. And
uhe thel '  thought was that one day
the ountry which fought for i ts inde-
pen&nce, *hich is toda-v- a big power,
wotid come to l iberate us; and that
uasrelc'rr ing to the United States of
Anuica. The f irst contacts were
mad with the West and i t  is not
by drance that the Ford Foundation
of tmerica bui l t  the Mozambique
Instiute. We trained our men to f ight
in Aigiers. not necessari ly because i t
wasa social ist country but because i t
w 'asan Af r i can  count ry :  and a lso  u 'e
sent our men to Israel to be trained
for r lecommunications and for f i rst
a id .  I t  was  about  th is  t ime tha t  u 'e
also started contacting social ist coun-
tr ies and sending some cadres to be
traiad there in very small  numbers.
The door was open for the whole
rvorl l i  to part icipale in support ing
Monmbique in  the  s t rL rgg le  fo r  l ibc r -
a(iol-and oup view has alrvays been
tha t  o f  coopera t ion  w i th  the  who le
worl l  on the basis of common objec-
t ives But soon we had to start the
armui struggle and w'e noticed i t  was
from that t ime that the r i 'est drc*
apett from us, though \r'e ncver
cc-ascd going there: u'e tr ied to con-
v in*  gor  e  rnments .  soc ia l  o rg tn isa-
t ionr people, and we certainiy had
slnrydthisr 'rs in the West. We had big
n lo \snents  in  suppor t  o i  our  s t rugg lc .
I  rsnember  tha t  b ig  demonst ra t ion
*'hict took place in London during

Dr. Caetano's (*) visi t .  There were
thousands of people in the streets. I
remember that in I taly rve succeeded
in having very big conferences conr-
pr is ing  a l l  par t i cs .  inc lud ing  the
Christ ian Democratic Party. I t 's not
bv chance that I taly is today at the
forefront ol cooperation u' i th
Ir{ozarnbique because of the sol idari ty
of al l  the part ies rvhich started years
aso, even before independence. So
our wil l  to cooperate with the West
u'as alu'avs there. I  \ \ 'as the f irst man
to be cal led to make a statement, after
Independence.  a t  the  Un i ted  Nat ions
and I said that rve were ready to
coopera te  rv i th  a l l .  inc lud inc  those
nho d id  no t  suppor t  us  dur ing  the
slrug_ele. We had achieved our aim so
rve had no quarrel with anybody.
Re la t ions  w i th  the  soc ia l i s t  count r ies
u'ere immediately continued becuuse
dur ing  the  s t rugg le  the l ' suppor red  us
in  o ther  ways .  hurnan i ta r ian  or  mi l i -
ta ry ,  and tha t  jus t  con t inued.  For
economic  6 ls , ,e lopmcnt .  they  were
there on the spol. r ihi ic the West rvas
s t i l l  hcs i ta t ing  and s tud f  inc  $ 'har  way
\r 'c '  \ \ 'ould fol lor i ,  r .r 'hcthcr we would
b. 'come puppets of lvlosco*' or pup-
pc ts  o f  Ch ina .  But  i t  shou ld  have becn
oblious \\ 'e \ ,r 'erc ncithcr. becausc we
came wi th  Ch inese ins t ruc to rs  and
u i th  So l  ie t  weapons.  and in  those
da1 's  Ch ina  and the .  Sov ie t  Un ion
d idn ' t  have good re la t ions .  I t  was  no t
onh' on the mil i tar-v side that the
\\ 'est hesitated. Even in the f ield of
economic  coopera t ion  thcy  d idn ' t
come immc 'd ia te ly  to  hc lp  us  rebu i ld
thc country. \ \ 'el l .  r , ;hen I speak about
the \* 'est. I  must sa)'  that I  exclude
somc count r i c -s  who a lways  cooper -
a ted  r r i th  us  such as  the  Nord ic  coun-
t r ies  and Ho lhnd.  \o r r ' .  s ince  our
independence and I an.r very well

f t  n*,ugu.re Presidcnt. successor to Dr.
Salazar. orerthro*n in 197-1.

placed.to say i t  because I u'as Foreign
Minister- i t  was our job to try to
improve relut ions with \Yestern coun-
tr ies. We did al l  that we could to
explain our posit ion and we started
from the point of independence and
non-al ignment because we always
believed that we should cooperate
with everybody'.  We had some success
in  some count r ies  s ta r t ing  w i th  l ta ly
and later France. and much later
Great Bri tain, and today we see the
Uni ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica  comins
four th  - th is  i s  s incc  1983.  Bur  ou i
offer of cooperation with the West
cou ld  be  i l l us t r l ted  b .v  one th ing .  In
1976 or  1977,  whcn Ian  Smi th  s ta r rcd
attacking us very strongly, massacring
people and destroying int iastrucrures
uti l is ing armed bandits incorporated
in his army, President lv{achel cal led
two Ambassadors ;  one was the  Br i -
t i sh  Ambassador  and the  o ther  one
$'as the American Ambassador. and
asked them to  ask  the i r  leadcrs  what
Mozambique shou ld  do .  Th is  show's
that $'e ncver ignorcd the prescncc of
the West and thc importance of the
West  even in  the  so lu t ion  o f  con t l i c ts
l i ke  tha t  one.

" Rotha still has
to rork hqrd"

> The reu.f.firnution oJ' the Nko-
nruti .{ct'orcl ut Cabora Bussa in Sep-
tt'ntber x'lrere .t'ou ntet with Prcsitlt'nt
Bothu slrould have nrurketl  u Llor 'nturn
itt Sortth Africutr support .lor tht urntt,tl
bandits. Hus there been ant:; ign oJ
reiwed hundit uctit'ity in the field tet?

-  There  is  a  s ign  o f  reduc t ion  o f
the  ac t iv i t ies  < l f  the  band i ts  in  the  f rc ld
but  I  wou ld  no t  c ive  c red i t  fo r  th is
reduc t ion  to  the  goodrv i l l  o f  the  South
Alr ican Government onlv. Wc- have
becn.  s incc  l9 l i6 .  reoruun is inu  our
to rces  and e iv ing  thcrn  b . ' t rc r  t ighr ing
capac i tv .  \ \ ' c  have been in  contac t
u ' i th  our  ne ighbours .  inc lud ins  NI i l l -
aw l .  to  ge t  then l  to  adherc  to  d i t f i ren t
aereements  and br ine ing  thcnr  in to
the  f igh t  aga ins t  band i t r l  *h ich  jc -o -
pard ises  the  in te res ts  o f  thesr -  coun-
tnes  too .  But  thc  f igh t  aea ins t  band i -
t r )  rs  no t  on l l '  to  be  uaged in  the
mi l i ta ry  l le ld .  i t  has  to  be  *aged a lso
on thc  po l i t i ca l  l le ld .  rvh ich  r l . ' uns
bet te r  n rob i l i s l l t i r ln  o f  the  pcop le  and
invo lvcnrcn t  o f  the  pr 'op lc  in  thc
s t r u u q l e .  T h i r d l r .  n e  a l s o  h a i i  t t r  t l s h t
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on the economic front. This is very
impor tan t  no t  on ly  because i t  g ives  us
more  capab i l i t y  fo r  suppor t ing  our
own soldiers but also because the
populat ion becomes less vulnerable to
the manoeuvres of the bandits and
those rvho support banditry. And,
last, we have the diplomatic front,
uhich includes the struggle to
decrease the support for the bandits,
whether from South Afr ica or from
other forces outside Mozambique, in
Afr ica or Europe or America. We
succeeded in reducing the propaganda
which was distort ing our case. They
were saying that there was a cir, i l  war
in  Mozambique:  today .  thanks  to  our
diplomatic ef lbrt,  the uhole world
knorvs that. in lVlozambique. what we
are f ighting is terrorism. and we
deserve support by every'body. And
so. the measures which ue are taking
in order to achiel 'e some results by
poli t ical means. are appreciated by
the n'orld; I  am rcferr ing for instance
to  the  Law o f  Amnesty  ( * )  wh ich  has-
brought  to  our  s ide  noq '  more  than
2 000 ex-bandits. But I  must confess
tha t  i t  seems tha t  thc re  i s  a  movc-
ment, a posit ive movement in South
Africa to try and stop support for
banditry. President Botha st i l l  has to
work hard because there are many
forces there of dif l 'erent kinds. and i f
he  is  o f  good w i l l .  as  I  th ink  he  is ,  he
shou ld  t ry  and he lp  us  to  d ismant le
the network * 'hich was establ ished by
South  At i i ca .  I  th ink  tha t  Pres ident
Botha  has  eo t  qu i te  a  job  to  do .  I
think that he is conr, inced that peace
in N{ozambique is a good thing for
both Mozambique and South Afr ica
but he has to convince others. I  can-
not make a judgement non'.  because
ue jus t  met  in  September ( * * ) ,  and
this u'ar has becn going on for many
years .  I  hope tha t .  as  \Ae cont inue the
contac ts  u i th  South  Af r i ca .  be t te r
results r i i l l  be obtained in the future.
\\ 'e just had a Joint Sccurit l  Commis-
s ion  here  and i t  went  fa i r l l  * 'e l l .  Bu t
there  ure  s t r l l  sonre  who urc  t rv ing  to
cont inue to  d is to r t  the  cause by  pre-
tend ing  tha t  the  band i ts  a re  a  so-
ca l l cd  po l i t i c i r l  movement  * i th  rvhom
w'e  shou ld  t rnd  a  po l i t i ca l  se t t lement ;
uc i l .  i t ' s  possrb le .  bu t  I  anr  s t i l l  \ \a i t -
ing tc-t hcar froni anv corncr $'hlt
ki l id of sett lemcll t  rr 'ould be rrossible.

, - ,  t - ^ p * . , i , ' r t  . : l  [ ) 1 q r ' r n h ( r  l o \ S
( " t  l n l c : r : c r r  t o , . ) L  p l r r c c  i n  l ) : e l n r h c ;  l ' t : S .

> It has been suggcsted tlut Ren-
anto lws capitali.sacl on the Goverrt-
ment's relative neglect of rurul inter-
ests. If tlrcre is sonte trulh itt tlrut, x'l:rul
cun the Governmenl do to rrir " hearls
aryl nrituls" in the rurul ureas?

- These are several issues which
those rvho say this refer to frequently.
One is that we have herded the popu-
Ia t ions  in to  communal  v i l lases  \&h ich
they look at as i f  the'y'  were conccntrc-
t ion camps, which is not true. We
organ ised the  communal  v i l lages .
through persuasion, with the aim of
establ ishing a new order for our pop-
u la t ion .  tak ing  in to  cons idera t ion  tha t
ours  i s  a  very  v rs t  count rv  and.  i t
wouid be dif f icult  to provide assis-
tance to people l iving over vasl irreas;
we mean schools. hospitals and re-
lated structures and even technical
adv ice  on  agr icu l tu ra l  and o ther  k inds
o l 'ac t i v i t l ' .  Bu t  a lso  our  thought  was
applied to those who w'ere already
Iiving in rvhat x,e cal lcd concentrat ion
camps which were hamlets creatcd
by the Portuguese during the struggie
for independcnce. When lr.e came to
independence, w'e tr ied to give a new
mean ing  to  such agg lomera i ions  o f
popu la t ion  and w 'e  ca l led  them com-
muna l  r i l l ages ,  so  i t  was  e l l ' ec t i ve ly
the cc-rnversion ol the hamlets into
communal  v i l lages .  Wel l .  *ha t  sonre
people mi-eht have explcri ted is thc
u o r l d  "  c o m m u n a l  " .  I i  w e  h a d
thought  th i i t  peop le  *  ou ld  have
exp ler i ted  th is ,  then wc nravbc  rvou ld
have cir l led then.r kibbLrtzes. because
k i b b u t z c s  a r e  c i o s c r  t o  l t  c ( ) l n n ) u n l i t
l i l e  than our  cornr f i r . rna l  r i l l ages .  Our
corttrrtunal vi l iarres arc l l rr  frorn r" hlrt
the  k ibbutzes  are  in  te rnrs  o l  sc rc ia l i s -
a t ion  o f  n ien  i i l rd  socre t1 . .  Th is  i s  one
exp lanat ion  o l  the  r r l c re r rec '  b i i t  i t  i s
easv  to  see t l la t  lh is  $as  takr 'n  in  l r i rd
ta i th .  ju . t  tb r  po l i t i c : r l  p r r ) i r i l s i tnda

purposes. because destabi l isat ion
s tar ted  in  1976 and the  ru ra l  no l i cv

" ll'e ntal hat'e committe d

sonrc nistLkes"

w'as adopted at the very same t ime. [ t
became a very comprehensive pro-
gramme.  bo th  to  t r .v "  and br ing  dcve l -
opment  to  the  ru ra l  a rcas  and to
rescue people lrom natural calamit ics.
In thc process. \ \ 'e mav have commit-
ted  some mis takes  in  the  d imcns ions
of the vi l lages conceived. the placing
of  some o f  the  v i l lages .  and so  fo r th ,
but the aims rvere very sane and we
would har.e got vcr-y good results:
indeed we havc  good resu l ts  in  many
of  such v i l lages .  Today the  band i ts
are say' ing that the Econom-v Recor,-
erv Prosrammc ma_v" be val id lor the
torrrrs but i t  has got no ef l 'ect in the
rural areas. Thcl don't  say that thl 'y
have destrol 'ed schools in the rural
irreas, thev have destroyed sarvmil ls,
thcy  have burned hosp i ta ls .  schoo ls
and lactories and hampered our
eflbrts to d*'elop rural areas. The
b lnd i ts  and the  peop ie  * 'ho  backed
thc 'm.  who c reu ted  them,  uho sup-
por tcd  thcrn  d idn ' t  c i re  us  t in re  to  see
rvhether w hat \&'e rvere doins rvas
\ \ rong or  r igh t .  I  don ' t  knorv  ho iv
thel '  niade the assessment that i t  \r 'as
\I  rons. bcclrusc Ihcse rvcre unique
e. rper iences .  they  had seen th is
no*here  and 1c t  thev  ventured  to  say
tha t  i t  r ras  \ . , rL rng .  Thev  sa id  th l t  we
hac l  d isnran t lcd  thc  s ) ' s teur  o l ' t rad i -
t iona l  ch ie ls :  th is  i s  no t  rvho l l r  t rue .
DLr r ing  the  s r rugg le  lb r  indc-pent lence
rvhat  se  d i ' .1  * l rs  t t - r  [ ] r ins  to  our  s ide
the  c ] r i r ' i s  r i  [ . r  l1 ;11 i  so l ] t f  [ rs3s t1gs '
amor l ,s  the  pc-o1r lc  and $  e  *  o rked
throLrgh th r - 'm to  rnob i i i se  thc  peop le
f t ) r  I l t r ' c u u s c  o l ' l i b c r a l i o n .  I ] u t  i n

eff i ,c ' t  in tha rural orcos, Thet don't  sa1'thut tha)'hurc dtstroytd:t,hools.. .
funpitals... sarnill.s anl fut'toria.s in tha rurul araas,"



Mozambique you cannot speak about
chiefs as you can speak about chiefs
in Chana or even in Zambia or Tan-
zania where chiels toda,v have lost
mrrch of their power. Well ,  I  used to
say that chieftainship in Mozambique
died a natural death. l t 's possible that
in one part of the countrv or another
there might be a chief who would be
respectable and $'e did not pay very
much attention. I  recognise that after
the  revo lu t ion  we shou ld  no t  have jus t

ignored the ex jstence of what \4'e
recogn ise  toda l  as  eminent  pcrsons  in
vi l lages, *ho are not necessari ly ex-
chiefs but rvho are respectcd, and
mal-be this is what our enemies have
taken adl 'antage of and tr ied to paint
the death of chieftainship in tragic
colours. What is funnl is that they
claim that we should keep the system
ofchieftainship rvhich is an hereditary
svstem but at the same t ime they
claim that we should be more demo-
cratic. Today people who replace the
chiefs in the vi l lages are elected. or, i f
nominated. can be replaccd i f  com-
plaints are nrade a_gainst thenr. So i t 's
a contradict ion: \r 'e are accused of not
bcing dcrnocratic but at the samc t ime
our  uccusers  reques t  thL '  mu in tcnancc
of  a  who l l l  monarch ic  svs tem o f
chieftaincl ' .  Thus. b1 using misleadin-u
terminology-, making some purely
tcchnical misjudgements. and over-
looking sonre respected people *e
may have committed the mistakes in
the irnplementation of correct pol icics
for rural delelopment * hich have
been uti l ised by the enemic's of our
gL)\ 'ernnrenl and ol our part) ' .

> Is enough heing done hy .l[o:am-
hiqut's intarnutional purtners -botlt in
S.-{DCC and Ihe widt,r vorld-to help
rcslore pcace urtd .securitt' lo Ilrc coun-
tr. t? l l ' lut ntort '  net 'ds to he dorr?

-- \ \ 'el l .  some et ' fbrts have br 'cn
made. but ol cour:e not enou{:h.
When ue speak about the dc-fence of
thc econom-"'  and the dc-lence of the
economic  jo in t  vcn tures  r rh rch  \ \c
undrrtake with our partners. \ \ 'e
a l l r .a . r .s  t lnd  thc  s !me ans \ \e r : tha t  no
nr i l i ta ry  ass is tancc  shou lc l  be  ! r i vc t t .  o r
in  the  be  s t  cases  "  les  

"  to  mi l i ta r l
ass is r r rncL-  bu t  i t  n rus t  be  non- le tha l .  I t
mc;ns  th l t t  ( ) t l r  n i l r lnc rs  so l l lL ' t im( '5
d()n't  undr'rst i lnd veri  \ \ !- l l  that \ \ 'e '
a re  fac ing  tc r ro r  i snr .  Th . '1  a re  s t i l l
: r f ra id  o f  gc t t i r lg  invo l rcd  in  *  ha t
thr ' \  sec as a civi l  q ar. l -hc trr.r t l t  is

-1U

that we are f ighting terrorism and we
are f ighting for development, \r 'e are
f ighting to improve the l iving stand-
ards of the people and al l  of this
needs peace, needs the end of terro-
r ism, the end of destabi l isat ion. There
is now at last a growing undcrstand-
ing  o f  the  na ture  o f  des tab i l i sa t ion ,
there  is  an  unders tand ing  tha t  i t  rvas
created from outside Mozambique to
start with. and even today i t  is sup-
ported fronr outside N{ozambique and
directed from outside lvlozambique.
So,  unders tand ing  th is .  I  th ink  our
partners who are real ly interested in
br ing ing  in  change fo r  the  be t tc r  in
i t lozar r rb ique shou ld  cnv isogr '  a  s t r r -

"  I 'h t  qut 's t i r t t t  i \ ,  I t t ) t t '  o t t (

h t  hc x ' l t i t r '  r t r  h lu t 'A

teg-v  wh ich  wou ld  guarantee  the  suc-
cess of al l  investments rvhich we are
nrak ing  in  Mozambique.  and to
undr-rpin the viabi l i t l '  of t l ture pro-
srammes lor the area. for the SADCC
count r ies .  We have suggested  tha t  in
al l  cooperation should be a defcnce
comnoncnt  to  each pro jec t .

> Equipnrcrtt  or nrarrponcr' l

-  Not manpo\\ ' ! ' r .  A defence com-
p o n c n t  m e a n s  l 0 - 1 5 %  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f
the project set asidc tbr defence pur-
poses  even i f  i t  i s  to  buy  non- le tha l
equ ipment  o r  supp l ies  o f  o ther  k inds .
Th is  *ou ld  enab le  us  to  p rcpare  the
rerv  uorkers  o f  the  pro jec ts  to  p ro tec t
thenrselvr 's. \ \ t  have now' decidc-d
th l t  thc '  bc -s t  u i rv  o f  t igh t ing  aga ins t
b i r n d i t r y ' i s  t o  e c l u i p  t h e  p c o p l e  t o
clt--tend thernselves bccausc- thr ' t  are
l h c ' t a r r l c - t S  o t ' b a n d i t r l  .  T h e  a r r n l ' b , v
i tse l l '  car rno t  be  prescnt  ln  e \  c rv
cL)rnc'r of t l ie cor,rnt11.. our partn(-rs,

in what concerns development proj-
ects. could add a defence component.
because i t 's a heavy cost for us to pin
dorvn a battal ion to assist the con-
struct ion of a dam, or pin down thou-
sands of soldiers to protect the
Nacala Corridor. or the rehabil i tat ion
o f  the  L impopo l ine .  o r  to  escor t
those in mining or oi l  and gas pros-
Dection.

" Those who are agsinst us are...
to tlrc right of the riglfi."

> So dtt vou think the efforts at tlrc
nllnrcnl ure not quite enouglt?

- They are not enough. The other
s ide  is  tha t  the  condemnat ion  o f  ban-
ditry should be. in sonre cases. stron-
ger. Countr ies should take l 'ery sharp
measures  and no t  equ i r ,oca te  about
terrorism. We knorv that at this
moment the extreme right-* ' ingcrs in
some countr ies in the West are trying
to create a pol i t ical image for the
band i ts  and make a  b ig  e f - fo r t  to  t r ) '
o rgan ise  them as  a  po l i t i ca l  move-
ment  in  Europe and in  o ther  coun l r ies
in  the  West .  We are  t r ) ' i ng  to  do
someth ing  in  o rder  to  counter  th is  bu t

-v"ou u' i l l  t lnd that some governments
t r  i i l  no t  app ly  enough nre lsures  in
order  to  avo id  th is .  Th is  w 'eakness
which  is  be ing  fe l t  on  the  ground by '
the bandits may be compensated for
by- an image which they can get over-
scas .  Those who are  ag l ins t  us  a re
not  convent iona l  r igh t -w ingcrs  l i ke
Mrs Thatcher or even l ike President
Re:rgan. They are to the r ight of the
right. Al l  our fr iends overseas should
cont r ibu te  in  o rder  to  he lp  us  con-
r ince  the  band i ts  tha t  *e  r re  ser ious
when ue s i ty  tha t  thcv  can come and
join us and bui ld this countrv pc-ace-
fu i l r .  Ins teed o f  jus t  negot ia t ing  w i th
them * 'hen a  c i t i zen  o f  the i r  count r !
i s  k idnapped by  the  band i ts  and be ing
i l l - t rea ted .  f i i endh '  count r ies  shou ld
tel l  the blndits ho*'  u'rons thc'y- irre'
and cut olf  al l  the bridqr-s r i i th
t h e m .

b  Gi t t ' t r  th t .s t ' t t t r i ! . t  . \ i tuL t t i ! . ,n .  i . \  i l
t  r ' t /Ji lnrt l , l (  l . r  .s|r 'A . l t ,r t iqn inyt 'st i l t t t t l
t t t  t ln '  prt ' .sertt  t i t trc? If  i t  is, trhut l ' ic l t l .s
ure  l i ka /v  Io  o t r rac t  i t t ves tnrcn t  l

-  Dcsp l l s -  the  sccur i tv  s i tu l r t ion .
in les tn ren t  necds  to  be  promoic 'c1  and
hrts be. 'n accord.-d consicicrable



importance. Because. of the war.
fvlozambique's pol icy is to organise
production on a war economy basis.
Thus, we encourage foreign invest-
ment  in  a rcas  u 'here  secur i ty  i s  no t
threatened or areas where the neces-
sary condit ions to guirantee security
can be created. Good examples of this
are Tabex-N{anica (tobacco for export
and maize) and Lomaco (crop and
livestock production and industr ial
act ivi t ies), u'hich both brought about
the  cond i t ions  o I  secur i ty  enab l ing
them to produce in the areas where
they operate (Manica, Sofala. Gaza
and Maputo). There are similar exam-
ples al l  along the rai lway corr idors
where secure condit ions have been
created for foreign investment and
where, as a result.  growth areas have
been promoted. The priori ty f ields for
inves tment  a re  agr icu l tu re .  minera ls .
t ranspor t  and comnrun ica t ions .  tou-
r ism. consultancy services and oi l
exp lo ra t ion .

geous progranrnte of strut'tural atljust-
ntant. Cun rou ensure thut thc soc'iul
und ecottotttic con.\.,tluenc(.t renrditl
ac'ceptuble. and that it does rutt intpade
em.r' drivc to int'reu.sc agrit'ultural out-
pu t  ?

-  F i rs t  o f  a l l  le t  us  ou t l ine  the
economic consequences of the Eco-
nonr ic  Rchab i l i ta t ion  Progranrme
(PRE). The ob.lect ive of the PRE is to
reverse the negative growth trend of
na t iona l  economy observed up  to
1986.  As  you l re  doubt less  aware ,
agr icu l tu re  fo rms the  bas is  lo r
lVlozambique's development. As a
resu l t  o f  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  PRE
in  1987 GDP greu '  by  {o , t ;  agr icu l -
ture accountcd fbr the largest propor-
t ion .  and marke ted  fa rm produc t ion
rose by' I  0 o, 'o. I  t  is hopcd that this
year  rea l  g ro \ \ th  o f  GDP u i l l  be
around 49 i , .  and tha t  the  vo lume o f
marketed f ' .rrm produce wil l  increase
b y  a l m o s t  9 . 7 9 o .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e
seneral effects. the PRE. b1' means of
a  d lnamic  p r ic ing  po l i c l  .  wh ich  ac ts
to  the  proc lucer 's  advant l tge .  encou-
r i rges  inc re lscd  agr icu l tL t r l l  p r r rd -
r - rc t ion .  anr ' l  i t  i s  hoped tha t  marke t . -d
farm producc *i l l  achiere the tbl l tr ,"r ' -
ing  growth  ra tes  fo r  l9SE :  "  map i ra  "

(sorghunr )  6 f i  o  b .  cashc*  nu ts  .10  " . i .
ma ize  and beans J0  o l ) .  g roundnL l ts
20o, i , .  r i cc -  l j9 l , .  seed co t ton  l0o , ' i r .
Wi th  the  PRE we have menascd td

reduce the rate of inf lat ion. which was
166oh tn  1987.  to  60%.  and i t  i s
hoped tha t  by  the  end o f  the  lear  i t
wi l i  be down to 50%. The unofl lcial
market decl ined sharply. and even
disappeared in certain cases. A great
effort is being made to provide incen-
t ives for the rural populat ion as
regards marketing of farm produce.
There is greater dynamism in the
bus iness  sec tor .  My a im in  g iv ing
these lew examples has been to show
how the PRE has provided a real
incentive for increased production,
part icularly in agriculture.

Now for the social effects. I  would
say  tha t  the  PRE wi l l  have shor t -  and
medium-term effects on the rural and
urban populat ion. In the short term.
the social consequences u' i l l  be rela-
t ively unfavourable for a certain sec-
t ion  o f  the  popu la t ion  compr is ing  the
unemployed and thcir famil ies. work-
ers whost- '  wases are not suff lcient to
suppor t  thc i r  fami l ies .  pens ioners .
o rphans,  d isp laced persons  and
drought  and war  v ic t ims.  Th is  i s  the
result of the r ise in prices and the
drop in  subs id ies  to  thc '  consumer  and
to  bus inesses .  Th is  s i tua t ion  w i l l  be
reversed in  the  med ium te rm.  s ince
the recovery' of the economy wil l
b r ing  soc ia l  benef i t s  fo r  the  en t i re
popu la t ion .  In  o rder  to  a l lev ia te  the
negative social ef} 'ects. the Covern-
mcnt  hJs  adopted  ccr ta in  me i . l sures .
inc lud ing  the  fo l low ing  :  -eenera l  wage
and salary increases to otfset the
ef fec ts  oT the  deva lua t ions :  con t inued
subsidisation of certain prices and
cer ta in  en terpr ises :  the  c rea t ion  o f
funds lor educational social act ion.
health social act ion. social security
s]-stem, and a prosramme lor the
supply of energy in nrore accessible
forms (use of kerosene and coal).

b Negotiution.t arc now utuler *'av

Jor a su<'cessor Io thc current Lome
Conveutiotr. Il'lutt r+'ttuld t'ou like to
see inc'lulad?

-  I  shou ld  f i rs t  l i ke  to  make the
po in t  thu t  coopL ' ra t ion  under  th r '  p re -
s e n t  L o n r i  C o n r e n t i o n  i s  n o t e l o r t h \ ' ,
b.- in-c a definitely posit ive trt 'nd. \ \ 'c
in  l v lozanrb ic lue  ivou ld  l i kc '  the  Conr -
n r u n i t !  c o u n t r i ( ' s  t o  i n d i c r r t c  r n o l e
c lcar l l ,  thc i r  pos i t ion  regnrd inu  rn t -as-
r . r rcs  fo r  abo l i sh ing  ap l i r thc id  in  S t rL r th
Afr ica, rvhich is r!-spr)nsiblc tor clc-stn-
b i l i s ing  and h inder ing  th r '  econont ic
dcve lopn icn t  o f  thc  count r ies  r t f  the

region-part ies to the ACP-EEC
Convention-by i ts attacks on them;
rve bel ieve that Europe has a respon-
sibi l i ty for helping to remove apar-
the id .  Mozambique has  no t  ye t
worked out a definit ive proposal
regarding the future Convention. but
we would consider that the present
Convention meets the ACP countr ies'
aspirat ions. I t  is hoped, nevertheless.
that the new Convention wil l  embody
principles and procedures most l ikely
to  lead to  a t ta inment  o f  rhe  ACP
States' objectives, namely, grcater
f lex ib i l i t y  and adaptab i l i t y  o f  the
machinery for achieving the objectives
la id  down.  and in  par t i cu la r  a  guaran-
tee  tha t  the  operc t ion  o f  S tabex  w i l l
be ful ly 'sat isfactor-v as well  as a better
adaptation of the structure of the
European Development Fund to the
present real i ty of the structural
adjustment pro-srammes which many
ACP Sta tes  are  under tak ing ;  and.
f inal ly, greater emphasis on industr ial
devc lopment .  In  th is  connec l . ion
machinery should be set up to laci l i -
ta te  access  to  the  Communi ty  marke t
for industr ial products from the ACP
count r ies .  We shou ld  l i ke  to  see the
n e x t  C o n v e n t i o n  t a k i n g  i n t o  l c c o u n t .
in  the  a l loca t ion  o f  funds .  the  d i i l r cu l t
s i tua t ion  o f  the  leas t -deve loped coun-
tr ies with a hear' ,v exlernal debt
burden.  F ina l l y ' .  the  Lom6 Conven-
t ion  io rcsccs  a id  l i r r  cml - rgcnc \  s i tua-
t ions  bu t  i t  fo resees  on ly  a id  lo r  emer -
gency  s i tua t ions  c rea tcd  by  na tura l
ca lami t ies .  In  our  case we have a
b igger  ca lami ty  rvh ich  is  man-madc-
not  a  c iv i l  war .  i t ' s  c reu ted  l rom out -
s ide  and is  the  resu l t  o f  te r ro r ism,  and
rve have lots of displaced people uho
don ' t  fa l l  under  uhat  i s  to reseen bv
the  Lom6 Convent ion .  I  th ink  tha t .  as
\ \ 'e  a re  renegot ia l ing ,  sonre th ing  cou ld
be enviseged to help sr.rch emergencl,
s i tua t ions :  I  speak  about  m)"  count r ,v .
bu t  I  th ink  tha t  th is  cou ld  app lv  to
some o ther  count r ies  l i ke  Ango la .  The
other  th ing  rvh ich  I  wou ld  s t ress  is
that $'e need to boost intra-regional
t rade;  aga in  here  I  am nrored  by  the
c t lb r ts  whrch  uc  arc  n rak inc  w i th in
S.-\DCC, and *e should r:L-l  sonre
suppor t  f |onr  the  in tc r  n i l t i r rn i r l  conr -
nrun i t l ' .  anc l  the  EEC in  p l r t i cu la r ,  so
tha(  $e  can devc lop  or l r  in t rJ - rL 'g iona l
t radc .  We are  la l ing  dc . * r r  thc  buscs ,
r i  hich arc transirort ant ' l  conrnnrnica-
t ions  bu t  n 'e ' l l  nc ' r -d  a  lo t  u ro ie .

In t r - rv ie rv  b i  T .G


