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Mozambique

Chissano Addresses Independence Reception
1118260609 l588.llaputo Domestic Service in Portusuesc
1830 Glt{T 25 Jun 88

[Speech by Presidenr Joaquim Alberto Chissano ar a recep-
t ion marking the l3th anniversary of Mozambique's
national independence in l \ , laputo on 25 June- recorded]

IExcerpts] Comrades. members of the Frel imo Parrv pol i t-
ical Bureau. memben of the People's Assembly Sianding
Commission. members of the Counci l  of Ministers. mem-
bers ofthe diplomatic corps, dear guests. fr iends. ladies and
gentlemen: Toda.v, we celebrate Frel imo's 26th anniversary
and the l3th anniversary of the proclamation of national
independence. [passage omitred]

Today, l3 years after achieving independence. i t  is with
pain and revulsion to see what we bui l t  over such a short
t ime destroyed by the armed bandits'  terrorism. But we

-,.  
are not demoral ized.

Apartheid-led aggression against Mozambique has
resu l ted  in  a  s i tuar ion  wh ich  today  r rag ica i l l ,a tTec ts
mi l l ions  o f  men.  women.  and ch i ld ren .  Th is  s i ruar ron
wil l  also dramatical l-v affect the development of our
count ry  and our  soc ie t ) .

We are  l i r ing  in  an  emergenc-v  s i tua t ion  caused by  the
war  o f  aggress i< jn .  The armed band i ts  have k i l led .  loored .
and dcs t royed in  man; -  pans  o f  the  count ry .  whose
economic  l i fe  was para l l zed .  Hundreds  o f  thousands o f
famil ies u'ere forced to abandon their hamlets. homes.
and lands and xere deprived of everything. even of the
poss ib i l i t i  o f  ensur ing  the i r  own surv iva l .

The national econom]- was profoundly af lected. We wenl
from process ofrapid and sure development which provided
for the production of basic goods to a situarion where
productivi lv bi '  and large was diminished or paral lzed.

.A , rmed band i t  te r ro r rsm k i l l s  men.  rvomen.  and ch i ld ren .
I t  des t rovs  hamle ts ,  p lan ta t ions  and in l ias l ruc tu res .
Ho* 'ever .  i t  cannot  k i l l  o r  dcs t roy  the  un i t i  and  de ter -
mina t ion  o f  the  i \ lozambican peop le .
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Due to this aggression, we have to f ight on manv fronts.
Our people and state are engaged on al l  these fronts wirh
f irmness, courage. and a spir i t  of sacri f ice. The FPLM
lorces ensure the defense of our independence and are
f igh t ing  to  e l im inare  armed band i r r )1 .  Ca ins  ach ieved
through our soldiers'  heroism. determination. and dedi-
catron lo the fatherland are important. Efforts to reorga-
nize the armed forces are continuine. Thev have had
good results. which are already uppareir.  incieasing rheir
d isc ip l ine ,  command.  admin is r ra t ion .  loe is t i ca l  capab i l -
i tyi  and combat preparedness.

Foreign aggression against Mozambique is part and
parcel ofgeneral aggression against independent south-
ern Afr ic4n countr ies.

Because of that and because of the spir i t  of sol idari ty
unittng our peoples in the struggle against armed ban-
d i t ry  in  Mozambique.  lhere  are  mi l i ta ry  cont ingents
from sisler southern Afr ican countr ies taking part in this
struggle. I t  is with emotion lhat we salute the Zimba-
bwean and Tanzanian soldiers. noncommissioned off ic-
ers. and off icers who f ight foreign aggrcssion againsr our
country side-by-side with our forces and people.

It  is with satisfact ion thal we note fr{alawi 's adherence to
this regional sol idari ty. We salute rhe sol idari ty of rhe
peoples of al l  Frontl ine and SADCC member-stares.
They have given us support of various kinds. including
material support.

Our people are also improving their organization and
increasing the people's self-defense against armed bandit
act ions. This is a decisive factor in our strugglc. We must
be organized and prepared to defend our home. our
hamlet. our cooperative, our plantat ion, our school. our
health post, our shop, and our (?farherland), so that we
can protect our l ives and the l i ' , .es of our chi ldren. People
are the direct targers of rhe bandits. [passage omirred]

We wil l  stand f irm in the face of armed banditrv because
we do nol accept and cannor rolerale massacrcs. cr ime.
barbarous destruction. and treason to the lhthcrland and
the  peop le .  The c lemencv  po l i cv .  under  the  te rms o f  rhe
amnest.v law promulgated bv the iVlozambican Gorern-
ment  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  th is  vear .  a ims to  re in tegra te
in to  our  soc ie tv  those men * ,ho  abandon c r im ina l i t v  and
treason and wrsh to lake shelter oncc again under our
na t iona l  f lag .  S ince  the  promulgar ion  o f  r l ie  amnest l  law,
man.v hundreds of ci t izens rvho had been recrurteo rnro
the bandit ranks- manr of rhem forciblv- har.e sur-
rendered under the termi ol the srate's cl jmencv potrcy
and rejoined our soctetr ' .  Ipassage omitted]

The People's Republic of Nlozanrbique supporls and
activel!  searches for pt 'ace. justrcc harmonious relat ions.
coopera t ion .  and f r iendsh ip  among na l tons .  We arc  rn  a
rcgion in which the search for peace is especial lv dit f i -
cu l t .  Apar the id  opposes  thc  common t i cs i rc  o f  a l l  DeoDles
in  southern . { f r i ca  ro  l i vc  rn  p race and dcd icarc  a l l  rhe i r
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cncrgv  and capac i t \  lo  lhe  s l rugg le  aga ins l  underdeve l -
opmenl  and lo r  the  cs tab l i shnrent  o f  s ,c l l -be ing .  . {par r -
he id  negates  mank ind 's  mosr  cher ished va lues .  Thrs  rs  a
reg ime in  *h ich  mi l r ta r ism and in rc rna l  and ex terna l
v ro lence gro \ \ '  con t inuous l l .  The esca la l ion  o f  repress ion
ins ide  South  Af r i ca .  rhe  conr inued i l lega l  occupat ion  o f
Namib ia .  and the  in ras ion .  aggrc 'ss ion .  and desrab i l i za-
t lon  aga ins t  sou lhern  A l r i can  count r ies  a rc  conc lus ive
ev idence o f  th is .  and the  in te rna t iona l  communt tv  a l
large is becoming rncreasingl l ,  aware of i t .

The in te rna t iona l  communi tv  i s  a lso  inc reas ins lv  a \a ,a re
lha l  i t  has  a  du l ! ' l o . *o rk  to r l i rd  equa l i t ) ,and d imocracy
in  South  Af r i ca  and lo  suppor t  the  count r i cs  rha l  a re  the
targets of South Afncan aggression and desrabi l izat ion.
For  as  long as  apanhe id  sun ives .  i t  w i l l  be  a  source  o f
violence and a menace lo peace.

Our slate has continued untir ing uork for rhe reestab-
l ishment of peace in soulhern Afr ica. We have also tr ied
to let the internarional communily know and understand
lhe nature of war uaged against our country- and i ts
tragic consequences. Our effons have met with
exlremel-r posit ive responses.

The cmergency program shows that lhere has been ample
inlernal ional sol idantl  '* , i th our people. The emergency
program has saved lrves and supports the economic and
socral reintegration of hundreds of thousands of Mozam-
bicans affected b-v rhe war.

This sol idari ty reaches us from governmenls. inlerna-
t iona l  o rgan iza t ions .  and nongovernmenla l  o rgan iza-
t ions everywhere in rhe u,orld. This was evident in rne
second conference on emergenc)'  aid to lvlozambique
he ld  in  Maputo  th is  1ear .

Support and cooperarion within the context ofthe Eco-
nomic Rehabil i tar ion program have idenrical signif i-
cance and imponance. The recent Garsony. report
brought belore the U.S. Senate is yet anolher imponanl
example of this greater underslanding of our people's
pl ight. Thus, i t  is wirh appreciarion rhat we salure rhis
support from the inrernational community within the
lramework of the Economic Rehabil i tat ion and emer-
gency programs.

On this day, our nal ional day, we renew our warn
greetings- which I took the opportunity to express at
the United Nations on behalf of rhe Mozambican people
and state- to the international community as a whole.

Dear fr iends, on this anniversary, I  salute al l  Mozambi-
can people from Rovuma River to Maputo River. t
salute those men. women, youlhs and chi ldren of our
independent and sovereign fatherland. I  salute the work-
ers, peasants, intel lecruals, technicians. art ists. olTice
workers, and emplolees who are dererminedly engaged
rn our country's development on al l  work and produc-
t ion fronts. I  salute the international ist workers and the
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gucs t  u 'o rkers  *ho  un i t  thc i r  e f fo r ts  u i th  the  i \ lozambi -
can peop le 's  u ,o rk .  I t  i s  w i th  g rea t  emol ion  tha l  I  sa lu le
the soldiers. noncommissioncd o{Ticers. and ofi lcers of
thc FPLN{ forces for their heroic defense of our countr_1 .
our  peop le  and our  indcpendencc .  I  sa lu te  them on the i r
v ic to r ies  in  the  s t rugg le  fo r  the  e l im ina t ion  o f  a rmed
banditry' .  I  also u'ant to salute the members of the
Popu lar  Secur in  o f  Mozambique.  the  Peop le 's  Po l i ce  o f
l v lozambique.  thc  peop le 's  mi l i r ia .  and the  peop le 's  v ig -
i lance groups for their commilment lo the defense of the
fa ther land.  o rder  and t ranqu i l i t l .

I t  i s  $ i th  spcc ia l  tenderness  tha t  I  sa lu te  our  ch i ld ren .
Our best efforts and sacri f ices are for them. We want
their happy smiles. their happy laces. and * 'e \ \ 'ant jo) to
l i ve  rn  ther r  heans .

I  uou ld  l i ke  to  ask  a l l  those present  here  to  jo in  me in  a
toasl.  For our health. For the happiness of the peoples.
For the happiness of y'our homes. For fr iendship and
so l idar i t y  among the  peop les .  For  25  June 1988.  For
Frel imo's 26 -vears and for the l3 1'ears of the People's
Republic of Mozambique. For peace and progress.

The struggle continues. [applause]


