Death and prison sentenes for MNR members in Mozambique @xcerpts from PANA
dispatch datelined Maputo, lSth May) Mozambique'smilitary revolutionarytribunal has
sentenced to death four [u received] members of the South African-backed
"Mozambique National Resistance"(MNR), and two [rest of sentenceindistinct] . A
communique from the tribunal publishedtoday givesdetails of these casesand of eight
Mozambicansand one Kenyan sentencedto prison terms ranglngfrom five to 30 years.
Its [words indistinct] death sentence(?Alberto) Macano, (?Anton T.) Gazin and J-ossias
Manhate "carried out murders and acls of terrorism againstunarmed civilians", saysthe
communique. "They ambushed vehicles, murdered their occupants, and looted the
people'spossessions".
. . But the casewhich the tribunal appearstb considermost serious
and which is dealt with first in the communiqueis that of a Mozambicansoldier,Salvador
Ngovene,and his accompliceMachalela,who illegally crossedthe frontier into Swaziland
in order to commit armedrobbery.. .
A Kenyan citizen, Peter Nguila Che, received a 30 year prison sentencefor espionage,
mercenarisrnand working for the MNR. The communiquesaysthat he had beenricruited
as a mercenary in Nairobi by an agent of the American C[A, after which he received
military training in South Africa. This is the tirst time that the military tribunal in its
deliberations has linked the CIA with banditry in Mozambique.Nguila then worked for
the South African secretservices,at first at a desk in South Africa, preparingdossierson
1f1epolitics a1d economiesof the independentstates of the regionand drawingup plans
"for political, ideologicaland military subversion". later he was ferried in and out of
Mozambiqueby South Atrican [rest of sentenceindistinct] . He was sentinto Taruaruato
spy on membersof the South African liberation movement, the ANC, living there.He was
arrestedwhen returningto South Africa through Mozambique.One of thoie sentencedto
death, Antonio Chirindza, joined the MNR shortly after its creation in the midseventies.._. [Passage
omitted - largely indistinct - on prison sentencesfor the others
accused.J(PANA in English 1126 gmt l8 May 86)

