floggings

From Joseph Hanlon
in Maputo

Justification for reintroduc-
ing  draconian colonial-siyle
punishments. including public
fiogging and an increase in
capital offences, has come from
President Machel.

He said that  there Was
“ complacency  and  passivity

in the face
rebels and

among the people ”
of ant-Governmment
black marketeers. ~ The penal-
tiex we apply have no impact
on 1he people. The old chiefs
had their laws and punished
swerely crimes in their areas.
ior this reason. there was no
anarchy

Mr Macnel siressed that the
people themselves were
demanding more severe penal-

Guardian

ties. The Justice Minister. Mr
Teodato HHunguana. told Parlia-
ment that with the defeat of
colomaiism. Frelimo threw out
¢olenial  corporal  punishment,
3ut U we were left with empty
hands and no ways to deal
with  criminals.”  What  was
odious. he stressed, was not
the punishments themselves,
hut that they were “instru-
ments of colonial repression.”
The new policy is part of a
sharp shift away from FIre-
limo's prevous stress on cle-
mency  and  “ re-education.”
There was no death penalty
until 1979.

Mr Hunguana noted that the

reintroduction of the death
penalty  had caused inter-
national protest, and he

added : “ It is certain that the

Apr.

5."'83

introduction of the present
changes will bring stronger
protesis.” But he told Parlia-

ment : “ Before vou lalk of in-
dividual rights and dignity.
vou must first have the rights
and dignity of the pecople.”

The Justice Minister also
stressed that tne new laws
would take effect immediately.
Eleven men sentenced by a
military tribunal last Saturday
are to be given public flog-
gings under the law, which was
introduced in the middle of
their trial.

The same {ribunal sentenced
to death a prawn -smuggler.
He was arrested last yvear but
the- law  applyving the death
penally to economic sabotage
was passed only this March.



