
Necklace of denth for
M uzflmbiqusos nninj il,$u,
fuIfPtIT(l - "NinJa; Dinj.?",
shouted I crowd of chlldren
us they chased a friflhtenr:d
girl into a police station llear
Maputo'$ central hospitat.

These dqys to be called a
" rrir ja", a slang term fqlr
crirninals taken frorn rnartial
ar[g filrns, can mean death,

"Necklacing", the placirrg
of a petrol-filled tyre around
I victlm's neck, is becoming
a comrnon for rn of exeeution.
One nlan rvho $'as nev;klaced
escapbd and reached a hospi.
tal. so his attackers threa-
tened the same treatrnent for
eny staff who helpetl hirn.

About 20 so-callerl ninjns,
suspected thieves and milr-
derers, tra'/e been lyrr0hed by
mobs sf nce last rnonth as Deo-
ple have los( fa,ith i l l ' t lre
Itate's wlll to ilerrl rvith srJar-
tng erirne ln crowde{ cltieb. ,' '

The feec f hqr the nidn in
ehargu of pollrc, Interlot'
Mlninler Ms;ruel Antonlo, wils
dolairred. las!, month lqr plot-

ting a coup against President
"Ioaquim Chissano, his not
bolstered puhiic confldence
which has been lowened by
belt-tightelring policitrs and
tlte inflol*r of thousa nds of
witr refrigees. Neclclaci4g can
be seen as a desperatb last
bid by the urban poor to take
mat,ters into their own hands,

Mi Chissano's $"ielinro gov-
ernment hap ter;ponderl by
calling on the ai'my and f)e.
fencd Mini,$tet' Gener4l Al-
berto Chipande.

After r '.rtdnighr,, mil itary
polibe ean be seen looking'fo;
poteirt ial troublemakers.
Ar my and pollte sweeps ln
shanty towns Snd. an industri-
al suburb hav$ Idd to {00 ol'-
rests. "(lpefgtjon NlnJa"l is
alsc.undetwfiV ln province$.

Desertrru frorn the 'nrrned
forces and mllltla flre be-
lieved to be responsible for
rnueh of the drarnatic rlse in
urban crtrbe. * The Indepcn.'
dent Nown Sorvlee.
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