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Deserters, returning
workers blamed foi
crime wave
UnsAN crime in Mozambique is on the
increase, with desert ing soldiers and
retrrrning workere from Germany
being blamed.
During the flrrst six months of this
year 4,612 crimee were registered in
Maputo, rrp on 4,018 laet year.
In retr ibution in August alone at leost
a dozen people were beaten and
brrrned to death in the capital.
Students and other Maputo residente
have blamed the Mozambicane who
have returned from working in East
Germany for the inereased crime.
Sinee early 1990, some 16,000 Mozam-
bicans have returned with urany
themselves vict ims of racial violence.
Durin g President Joaquim Chiesano'a
visit  to Germany last week the
goverrunent there pledged financial
assistance to a project to help reinte-
grate these returnees into Mozambi-
can soc ie ty .
Other towns outside the capitals have
also been hit by the recent increase in
urban violence, notnbly Xai Xai and
Xibuto in Gaza province.
In the central Mozambican town of
Chirnoio residente have blamed the
crime wave on the increased avai la-
bi l i ty of goods. "fn the mid-1980s
there wae eimply nothing for anyone
to steal here, 'said an aid worker.
The relat ive increased prosperity of
Mozambican cit ies is in stark controst
to the poverty of the growing num-
bers of war refugees f lowing into
overcrowded slums.
Tensions are exacerbated by the easy
availabi l i ty of weapons carr ied by
soldiers who have deserted with their
$'eapona.
The mil i tary is now attempting to
control the f low of weapone inside
Maputo, but off icials admit i t  ie
dif l icult  to exercise control outside
the capital.
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