
Police move to halt Maputo crime
\[rave
r;rhe Mozambican pol ice lbrce mounted a massive
f operation tn September to crack down on an

alarming crirne.wave that had hit Maputo this year,
and to collect the large number of weapons illegally
Ín the hands of prtvate citizens.

To some extent. the hand of the police was forced
by mounüng popular outrage at the soaring crtme
rate. Thls had led crowds of Maputo clUzens to take
the  law in to  the l r  own
h a n d s . c a t c h  i n g
suspected criminaìs and
then lynching them rather
than handlng them over to
the pol ice.

Throughout August and
eariy September anyone
accused o f  the Í t  was  in
danger of hls iil'e: Over 2O
s u s p e c t e d  i h  i e . r e s  a r e
k n o w n  t o  h a v e  b e e n
Ìynched.

in these ugly incidents.
c rowds wou ld  typ ica l l v
beat the aÌleged crimrnal
senseless. then set him
allght. The method used
often involved placing an
old lyre round the victim's
neck. dousÍng it iÍl petrol
and setüng a match to it.

This method of execu-
tlon was imported lrom
South Afrtca, where it was
lnown as the "necklace".

and was used in the mid-
I98Os to take revenge on
those belteved to be col-
laborating with the apart-
held system.

BP on top
In Maputo, a touch of

macabre humour was added to the liilllings when
the form of death was nickrramed "BP em cima" ("BP

on top") - an,ironic rel'erence to the advertising
campaign run by the Mozambican subsidiary of
British Petroleum, which owns many of Maputo's
petrol stai lons.

In one partlcularly horri-fic incident, people in the'
Po lana-Can iço  suburb  grabbed th ree  a l leged
crtmlnals from police custody, and systematically
beat them to death. then set the bodies on ftre.

A gntesome scene vr a Maputo suburb as children laugh
and. dance arowt-d. the bdq oJ a manbeaten to death on

suspicion ofbeing a thieJ'AIM/A{redo Murche)

compÌetely iqnorlng attempts by the pol lce to dls-
perse them.

Popular vengeance has gone to extraordlr:ary
lengths. On I September, one man managed to
escape from hls tormentors, and ran to the nearby
Machava General Hospltal, úith a blazng tyre stül
round hls neck. But the crowd pursued htm. and
refused to allow him anv medtcal asslstance. In-

d e e d ,  t h e y  e v e n
t h r e a t e n e d  t h a t  a n y
nurse who trted to res-
cue the man would also
receive the "necklace"

treatment.
On 5  September .  a

crowd invaded a Maputo
pollce stat lon in an at-
tempt to lynch an al-
Ì e g e d  m u r d e r e r .  T h e
man, Pedro Franclsco.
was wanled lor armed
r o b b e r y ,  a n d  w a s
believed to have shot a
poÌlceman dead. In ar-
restlng him. the polÍce
had wounded Francisco
Ín the left Ìeg and back

B u t  2 O O  p e o p l e
g a t h e r e d  o u t s l d e  t h e '
p o l i c e  s t  a t l o n  a n d
demanded to be allowed
to firüsh offthewounded
man. They broke into
the celìs, beat Francisco
sense less .  and wou ld
doubtl 'ess have ended
his Ìife on the spot, had
the Military Police not
i n t e r v e n e d .  T h e y
managed to bring the
sttuatlon under control
a f te r  th rea ten lng  the

crowd with their rtÍles.
The tirst step iÍl the poltce attempt to regai:e the

initiative in the fight agalnst crlme was a statement
issed on 9 September by the Maputo City Joint
Command of the defence and securlty forces, asklng
citlzens irÌ ülegal possession of firearms to gtve.them
up voluntarlly over the next fortnight. Guns and
other military equipment in the possesslon of un-
authorised indtviduals were to be handed over to
the nearest Dolice statlon.
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Although no formal amnesty was announced. the
author i t les  guaranteed they  wouÌd  no t  charge
anyone who complied with the request.

Pollce launch ralds
At úe same t lme, the pol lce launched a serles of

ralds almed at breakrng the back o[ the crtme wave.

By 28 September. this pol lce roundup had resulted
in 857 arrests, accordlng to Maputo City pol ice

comma'nderalberto Mondlane. Of these. around ten
per cent were deseíers - 70 had deserted from the
army, eight lrom the police. six from the militia. and
one from the securlty servlce.

Of those arrested, 2@ are belng held for theft,
and 15 face charges of armed robbery. Other char-
ges hclude the traJltclrlng and consumptton of
drugs, vagrancy. evasion of mrlitary service, and
escape from Jail.

Mr Mondlane said that 645 firearms had been
seized or had been surrendered voluntarily.

The police had also recovered a wide variety oí
stolen goods. including slx vehicies. and I8 motor-
bikes. as well  as teÌeüsions. video cassette re-
corders. refrtdgerators, stq/es and ht-[i sets. They
selzed flve kllos of precious stones, and "huge quan-

t l t ies" of mart juana and other drugs, some intended
to be taken intravenously [Mr Mondlane ,ras not
speci l ìc as to whether this inciuded any heroin or
cocarne).

.We are pleased with the rvay ú which the people

have responded to our appeals", lhe commander
told a 29 September mass meeting in the suburb of

MaÍaiala. As part of lhe.o.peration, the police had
asked cÍtlzens lo cooperate wtth them by reporttng
any suspiclous movements or actlvltles.

Mr Mondlane told alu that the operaüon lnvoived
both poüce and troops. and had lts own budget and
speclal "combat techrüques". He sald the amount of
money and number of men lnvolved was being kept
secret.

Mr lVíondlane rvas horrfled by the lynchiÍrgs, and
told r\tM he did not understand how people could
behave in such a way - partlcularly slnce the death
penaity has been abolished ln Mozarnblque, and the
new consütuUon speciÍìcally protects the rlght to
Ìtfe and to physical Íntegdty.

He recognlsed. however, that the war of des-
tabtlisatton. whlch has forced many rural famllles

to migrate to tìe citles, the masstve repatrtatlon of
Mozambicans from the former German Democraüc
Republlc, and the exodus of Mozambican students
lrom Cuba following rioting there last December,
had all added to the high level of unemployment in
Maputo. and had all worsened the economlc sltua-
t lon in the capital.

Actlon agallst crooted pollcerneu
The pollce also announced ln September that

legai actlon has been taken agatnst 6ô police of-
Iicers since the beginniÍÌg of lhe year. They have
faced charges inciuding desertlon. inttmldattng

civl l ians. accepting bnbes, and theft of pol ice funds.

EigÌrt poiice olÏicers in Maputo City have been
expelled from the force. These tnclude polÍcemen

who used thelr firearms witìout justiÍtcatton to kill

cttizens, and some who took part ln armed rob-

beries. AÌl eight are to appear ür court.


