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MOZAMBICAN Presi-_

dent Joaquim- Chissano

introduced a draft const-

tution yesterday that

would provide for univer- -
sal suffrage, a secret bal-
lot and direct election of .

the president and pariia-
ment. G, . -

- Under the draft oonsﬁ-.
* tution, which will be
; debated in meetings |

throughout the nation,

% Mozambique would re- -
state. . - -
But Cde Chissano, un-

main a one-
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vefling the draft at a pub-
lic rally in Maputo yester-

v

day, said the question of a~

multiple-party political
system would be freely

. discussed. :

The new constitution

if adopted by the Peoplels -~

Assembly, would also
scrap the death penalty,
outlaw torture, enshrine
the right to strike and

reintroduce the private =
ownership of land which

ended with Portuguese
colonialism in 1975. - :
About half the popula-

tion of 13 million people
need food aid in Mozam-
bique, one of the world's
rest countries, which
been wracked by a

. 12-year MNR bandit war.

The ruling party pre-
pared the draft constitu-
tion, which will make it

sible for any Mozam-
g;);n between the ages of
40 and 70 to be president
if they can gather 5 000
supporters from through-
out the country. The
term of office would be

five years, with no one
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serving more than
Under the current con-

. stitution, the president of

Frelimo automatically be-
comes president.

Another major change

is the provision of direct

elections to the country’s -

parliament, the People's
Assembly, which now is
chosen indirectly
through a complex sys-
tem of electoral colleges,
where delegates are se-
lected in open meetings,
with no secret ballot. .
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The draft constitution

provides for more than’

one candidate to contest

. each seat in the People's .
"Assembly. . - ..
But, Cde Chissano said, -.

Mozambique was not yet
ready for more than one
party. “Creating national
unity is ‘a fundamental

task for our people,” he
said. “. .. The existence .

of various parties could
distract attention away
from the people’s prob-
lems and towards a strug-
gle for power.”
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He said multi-party po-
litical systems allowed for
debate between people of
differing views. But such
debate, he said, “is not al-
ways honest. Sometimes
it seeks not to serve the
people, but merely to de-
stroy the government be-

cause the others are in

opposition”.

But Cde Chissano
stressed that those were
his own views and the
question of a multi-party
versus single-party sys-

tem should be thoroughly
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discussed in the nation-
wide debates on the pro-
posed constitution.” -

Cde Chissano called for
a free and wide-ranging
discussion, but one
which would “look care-
fully at the sitmation in
our own country” and
note “experiences from
elsewhere in Africa”. .

The new draft stresses
that Mozambigue is a
“state of law”, and estab-
lishes the independence
of the judiciary. — Ziana-
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