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rr rcnt  s0t t rces are non.

conrm i t ta l  abor r t  t he

lrossib i l i ty  of  Zanthia

rcopen ing  i t s  bo r t l c r

w i th  th i s  coun l r y ,  bu t

thcy t lo agrce i t  would

be rc lat ivc ly nrcaning.

I t 'ss i f  l l Íozambique

r l i r l  no t  Í ' o l t row  su i t .

At  the sanìe t i rne they
deny any knowledge of
al leged pressure f rom the
InternationaÌ Moneta,ry
Fund on Zambia to reopen
its border with Rhodesia
in return for U.S. $390
mill ion worth of credit.

In any event the re-
opcn ing  o f  Mozamb ique 's
bordel  wi th Rirodesia is
the  key  to  eas ing  the  c r i t -
ical  ccononr ic s i tuat ion in
copper-dependent Zarnl t ia,
for this borcler, unlÍke
Zambia 's was c losed phys-
ical ly .

' \ryAÏi DAIIAGE
For a start at Ìe,a.st

100m of  la i lway l ine.  over
the border f r 'onr  Umtal i  is
know'n to have been torn
up,  and nobody is  p lepai 'cd
to ta lk about possib le war
damage to other parts of
t l ' le  l ine and other insta l -
lat ions.

Nor is  i t  possib le to
draw a t t 'ue picture of  t l te
s i tuat ions in the Beira and
Ìvlaputo docks.

What is  known is that
where Beira and Ma.Puto
use6 to each handle 1 000
tonnes of  g- .ct teral  cargo
(non-bu Ìk )  goods  a  daY,
Be i la  i s  now l l and Ì ìng  l i t t Ì e
rnore than 150,  tonnes a
day and Maputo less th 'an
300 tonncs a daY.

In 1965 these two Pot ' ts
were between them handl-
ing near ly 6 000 tonnes of
Zambían copper alone
every dalr-lvitÌr 60 Per-
cent  going out  t ì r rough
Beira ancl  40 Percent
througÌr what was tiren
Lourenco I \ {arques.

t rVhi le any damage to
the  la i l  l i ne .  i ns ta l l a  t i ons
and bl idges could be 1 'e-
paired fa i r iy  quìckÌy-

af ter  a l l  the Rutenga l ine,
brÌdges and all, was built
fronr scratch in l itt le more
tÌran a year'-bringing the
docks up to a reral is t ic
operat ional  lcveÌ  wouìd
caì Ì  for  expert ise and f in-
ance Mozambique does not
have .

This la ises pol i t icaÌ  iss-
u  e s .

Whi le a jo int  Rhodesian/
Soutìr African effort would
be the logical answer to
Mozambique's ra i l  and
harbour problems, i t
might  not  be welcome.
Nor would i t  seem pract i -
cal  to wage war on the
helping hands at  the
same t ime.

A reopening of the Moz-
amrbigue border coul6 also
see a resumpt ion of  Rho-
desian trrade with Malawi,
worth at  ìeast  920 mi l l ion
a year to Rhodesia when
i t  camc  to  a  s top .

UPSUNGE
UnÌoss of  coursc i t  was

rcopened only for Zant-
b ian  , copper

I f  Zambia reopencd i ts
l tc . r r  der wi i l :  Rhõdesia in
isolat ion,  i t  ra 'oulcÌ  i l ren Ì :e
dependen t  ou  Sou th  A f  l i -
cran pol ' ts ,

An4 whi Ìe South Afr ica
ni ight  have spare ra i l  and
port  capaci t ; .2 at  the
nroment,  a rvoi : ld economic
upsurge  cou l j  eas i i y  c lose
! ] r .  gap ,  and  mov ing
Zanrbian copper might  bé
a stra in.


