CUNGERN OVER

BEIRA — Soviet ex-
perts now being
withdrawn from
Mozambique are
concerned about
leaving the poverty-
stricken country
while it struggles
against spreading
famine.

“I don't know what the
Mozambicans are going to
do when we gn. They will
die without us," said lgor
Zhdarkin, an interprcter
with about 70 Soviet heli-
copter pilots based in this
Mozambican port.

“The people wear rub-
bish clothes and are very
hungry ... they need us,” he
said.

The Soviet government,
beset with problems at
home, is turning its atten-

tion inwards and parin,

down once-generous ai

c rcts lo former allies
r the world.

—J$COW’s assistance to
Mozambique vsed to total
RS00mM a year but was cut
o R225m in 1990 and is like-
1y to fall again this year, a

Soviet diplomat said
recently.
Sergei Andreyev, first

secretary at Moscow's Em-
bassy in Maputo, told the
I.ondon-based Economist
Intelligence Unit (ETU):

“We have realised our-
selves, and our Mozambi-
can f{riends see that our
resources are not so unlim-
ited as we used to think. We
have to try to match our
Shiigations with our, passl:,,

Only 450 out of an
original 750 Soviet techni-
cal experts are left in
Mozambique.

The two countries have
been reviewing a 10-year
cooperalion accord that ex-
pired in 1990.

. The new agreement, tal-
lored to fit Moscow's strai-
tened means and due to be
ratilied early this year, is
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likely to emphasise trade
rather than aid.

Most Soviet assistance to
Maputo has been in the
form of military advisers,
hardware and lechnical ex-

erts. The rest was in cred-
its, mostly used to buy oil.

About 66% of the coun-
try's oil comes from the
Soviet Union, on credit but
at market prices. Mozam-
bique started importing ail
from the Gulf before Iraq
invaded Kuwait in August
and oil prices soared.

The war against Renamo
rebels has destroyed the
country’s road network,
making it necessary to fly
food lo millions of dis-
placed people facing star-
vation.

Since 1987 Mozambique
has shifted away from
Marxism towards a market
economy and political plu-
ralism.

A Soviet pilot in Belra,
who asked not to be named,

was scathing about Moxam-»
‘blque’s’ progrexsv:i‘esplte

years of promoting inter-
national socialism.

Sitting in a hotel bed-
room plastered with pic-
tures of scantily-clad girls
torn from a South African
soft porn magazine, he said:

“Look at whall the:ne

le have done since in-.
m%ndence. They:have®
taken all that was most hy-
perbolic in the Soviet
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example. Everything is
done for friends and profit.”

The pilot served in
Angola and was injured in
the war there.

He said he would he like
to visit South Africa, heart-
land of all he has fought
against In Africa, before
going home.

“1 would like to visit the
Transvaal, go to the Orange
River and see the home of

the Boers. That's the last
bastion of the white man in
Africa.” he said

Most expatriate workers
long for the day when they
can return home, but
Zhdarkin and his Soviet col-
leagues are not particular-
ly happy about going back
to a country in a winter of
turmoil with mounting na-
tivnalism and food ration-
ing.



