SOVIET OFFIOERS REPOR’I‘EDLY xrm:o m ouznair.m CLASH
_Nc311036 Paris ArP in English 1023 o 31 hug 79. NO L

| [Text] Johannesburg, Aug 31, (AFP)--Five senior Soviet officers vere killed reoently
.‘during & ‘clash with anti-government guerrillas in northern Mozambique, ecoording to the
_pro-government South African daily, THE GITIZEN. '

 The newspaper, whioh is. reputed to have’ frequent inside information from South Afrioan L
intelligpnee eourees, said ‘the five were the first Soviet casualtiee in southern Afrioa.‘

TThe Mozambique Government has not officially confirmed the inoident. and a total eilence
has been maintained 80 far in the capital, Maputo.~

The South African newspaper said the five officers were shot while travelling in a car
near the northern Mozambique town of Metuchipa in the Nampula District. Their bodies
were badly burnt, and were flown to ‘Moscow aboard an Aeroflot flight for burials. "This
18 the latest known incident in a rapidly deteriorating internal security situation in
oentral Mozambique, vhere intelligence reports indicate that more than 50 per cent of .
the population now supports anti-government resistance movements," THE CITIZEN“said.

The neWSpaper further reported that the deathe oaused oonoern to Soviet and other
Eastern bloc allies currently stationed in. Mozambique.

"Phe residsnt Russian ambassador summoned all senlor Russian officials throughout the
territory to Maputo. for disoussions on security arrangements and the inoreasing strength
of: the resistance movement- on July 26 " PHE CITIZEN said,

Quoting ”reports leaking back from Mozambique," 1t sald the five offieers were killed
when sugar field workers clashed with govermment forces, The workers, it said, had
been encouraged to dissent by cadres of the Mozambique national resistance movement,
Soldiers of the ruling FRELIMO liberation front were sent to the area with the five
officers to stop the trouble, : : :



