Visiting Soyjet, academics:
pressure led to cuﬁanges

JOHANNESBURG . —
President F.W. de
Klerk’s reform Initiative
was the result of press-
yre from democratic
forces and struggles
ithin and outside of
outh Africa, two top
Soviet academics, who
frrived In Johannesburg
st night as guests of
the Institute for a Demo-
cratic Alternative for
South Africa, said.

. They also told a news
conference that if South
Africa became more
“democratic”, then its
diplomatic relations
with the USSR would
improve.

Professor Irfna Fitla.

tova and Professor Apol-
lon Davidson, two top
academics at the Mos-
cow State University
and both specialising in
African history, will be
visiting towns and town-
ships around South
Africa.

According to Idasa,
the main purpose of
their visit is to meet and

peak to South Africans
ut recent develop-
ments in this country.

“We're here because
we want to see South
Africa. Many South Afri-
cans  have visited our
country and we have
some good f{riends here
like Alex Boraine, (Dr

. Soviet

Frederik) van Zyl Slab-
bert and Archbishop
(Desmond) Tutu,” Prof
Filatova said.

Commenting on the
ANC, the two said the
Union would
never abandon the ANC
and the South African
“struggle”.

The stress in Soviet

policy to  Southern
Africa was previously
military, but had re-

cently aitered to a more
pol(l’tlcal outlook, they
said.

They said political so-
lutions were never ruled
out, and the Namibian

settlement was 2 g_ood”

example of this.

Political decision
making was an import-
ant part of President

Gorbachev's peres-
troika. His reforms
simed at creating a

more democratic and
humanitarian state, and
an emclenteconomy

Asked if they thought
capltalism would be a
better system for the
Soviet Union, the aca-
demies sald if capital-
ism was Instituted im-
mediately, then their
country would end up
playing a subordinate
role to countries who
had many years of capi-
talist development be-
hind them. — Sapa



