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Afrscss? st&rdemts fmee Sovfiet nseism
Fy Charles Quist Adade

LENINGR.AD - Confir-
mation that African
students have bee: killed
in the Soviet Union has
been give! by tle vice-
fresident cf the Ail-
Union Councii respon-
eible for the vreifare of
foreign stud*itts" Cde
Y. P, Kojaev. He said
there had been a number
of deaths, the rnost
recent occurring in the
Ukrainian town of Khar-
kov"

Cde Kojaev did oot dis-
close how many Africans
have been killed, their nat-

ir,onalties or the circurnsta-
nces. But he attributed re-
cent fights between Soviet
youngsicrs and AJrican stu-
denis in iowns tike Rostov-
on-tlie-Don. llinsk, Beigorod
and i..Ifa to a section of .So-
vis[ yor-rth which "does not
hav'-.  fneridly reiai ions with
foreign studt: i t ts".

The Sovlet leader sald two
culprits in the Kharkcv kjll-
ing have been given "the
higl:est punishrnent of the
land ' ' .

Cde Kharlov blamed the
low level of internationaiist
edut 'at ion among Soviet youth
fo,r lhe incidents and called
for "improvement in the
internationalist upbringing
0f the youth".

I'revious repr.rrts of racist

attacks against African
students here lveie dismissed
as "Western-orchestrated
propaganda, lies and falsifi-
cations aimed at discouraging
African students from study"',ng in the USSR".

More than 13 000 Africr-n
students study in dre Soviet
Union' near'l;v 10 percei:t of
all fcreign studenis. O'ler
5 000 Africart engineers an(i
technicians have been trained
here in the past 25 years.

Many African students
welcorne publicatien of Cde
Kojaev's interview in an in-
fluential but limited circula.
tion official publicaiion as a
sign that glasnost (openness)
may yet end Soviet Press
silence on issues eoncerning
foreign sLudents.

There is also a.r absence of
well-researched journalism
about Airican countries.
Many articles reflect the
stereotype and naive ques-
tions ar/erage citizens ask
African studentsl "Do you
have houses?", "What about
cars?", "How do you llve
among crocodiles and
snakes?"

This is hardly surprising,
for a popular poern tauglrt
every Sovlet schoolch:ld
warns chiidren not to go to
Africa wbere crocodiles,
snakes and other beasts are
ready to devour them-

Some peopie grow up
thinking that Afrieans arrive
here in loin-cloths only to
be provided with clothing by
Soviet officials at Moscow's
Sherernetyevo Internatlonal
Airport.

Other youngsters bla:ne
rhe "influx" of foreign stu'
dents for shortages of goods
- and ma![s1s get worse
',vhen African students begit
to date Soviei women. Ihis
factor may ile l.rehind a sum,
ber of clashes'

Alricans particularly re-
sent postings to the Central
Asian republics of Azerbai'
jan, Arncenia and Taiikistan
where it is alieged they are
treated with contempt and
animosity because of xento-
phobia and dogmatic reii-
gious thinking.

Official Soviet policy is
strictly anti-racist but racial-
ism is experienced e'ren !n
large cities like Moscow and
Leningrad.

.q Zambian student at
Patrice Lumumba Friend-

ship University i.n irlioscow
rer:ri:rked: "It is raally frug-
tratirig tvhen e,reiylvhere yr)u
ga yov are greeted with ra-
cial ir;l-ectives like 'Cirernoe

moie (Biack Sea,\,  misha
lbi lck ber.r) aqd sbez),rrua
(rronkey)',',

A Mozamrbir:an stu, icni
cr-rmplained in a ;rr;pi i1 tclevi-
sion programnre rn Leir ir ;grad
rei:e ni iy thal "I  am cai led
S! ' lD  {A IDS )  a l i  over  the
p iace . "

Unt i l  the  r€cen i  d is tu rb-
ances in Armenia, Khazaks-
lan and Azerbai jan, Soviet
ieaders and the mass media
have tended to hide behind
phrases such as " internation-
al brotherhood' and "racism
and soclal. isrn are incom,
patible' ' .

Jo,urnalists often wrote
lhat racial and national pre-
judice were rel ics of the. past,
having dissoived in the new
socialist consciousness.

Incidentg of racial discrirni-
nation wefe considered worth
writing about if they rook
place in the West or in
South Africa. Demonstrations
organised by African students
against racialism in Soviet
cities were Aever reporled.

Many Africans arrive with
sympathies for Soviet srrciety
but leave nutsing anti-Soviet,
anti-Marxist feelings. They
are jolted when they hear
Soviet ;roungsters shout
"negr," the equivalent of
"nigger," or hear the Lu-
ruumba Universitv camDu6
leferred to as "the zoo". 

'

Some Africans ignore the
slurs, Dut others protest,
which often ends in fights
When fighting occurs, Afri-
can stucients are almost in-
variablv found guilty by the
police, itself racist. 

- 
The

standard charge has a_l.lvays
been that the Africans invoiv,
.d v/ere drunk.

Now there are fears over
ihe enrergencer of the Pamyat
i l{emory) society, a fasCist
organisation r,vhiclr lyants to
"cleanse" R.ussiair societv of
Jervs, blacks and other r ices.
Sonre students feel that the
recent ups;urge of anti-black
feel ings can b€ traced to
Pamyat's xenophobic propa
Banda

Africans, howe'rer, sav that
compared with their colntem-
poraries in the West, ,.we are
paupers"" .  Savs one: : 'Why
are we heing singled out for
ia-qhing? We don't lead l ives
different frorn our colleagues
irom Latin America 

-and

Asia."

A nnmber cf African eov-
ernments  pay  l j i e  I r  s t - r rdE: r ts
al lowances of US.$30-$60 a
nronth to suppleirent the 90
rubles paid by t ire Sovie:
governi1le3t,

During vacatiolrs sr-udenis
scrambic ior .risas to travel
by train to Western Europe,
mai;r iy tc Wes:!.  Beri in, Lon-
doI ) ,  F r l t te  e ,  lnc i  rcc : i t i l y
Tr-rrkey to br.rlz lusi;;onabie
clothes and elL.ct i i ral pro-
ducts for ,cale in the So'; iet
shadorv nrarket.

"This is horv we are able
to n,,ake i t  here," e;<piains a
Zimbabwean student. "Col-
leagues not fortunate enough
to get supplementary al low-
ances from their governrnents
are not finding it easy at all
managing with 90 rubles -
which is rneant to buy our
personal needs from food,
books and stationerv to
clothing."

In order to survive, sorne
students undertake currency
and business transactions.
They take rubles from their
Soviet clients to travel to the
West with a promise to buy

them specific iterrs. In some

cases the student is unable
to  honor r r  the  promise ,  ang
se.reral have been k{led in

The probiem, hoivever,
may be with the programmes
provid.ed for Third World
students rather than with
general standards. CurriculA
in i i  ust educational e stabl ish-
met-r'rs lvhich hcst studenis
f r{lir tire deveioping wcfld
are far tco Eurccerrtr ic and
Itussian-biased.

Ai the Leningrad Staiq
University, for instance, not
a s-ngle I'hird World writef
is st.udied in a four-year coursg
in foreign literature. ThE
pirilosophy course is read as
tlrough Africa lies slumberin$
in a philosophical vacuum.

In addition, some institur
tions are not dquipped oE
ready to frain foreigrl
students. Journalism studenti
in Leningrad go througlt a
five-year programme without
seeing a Latin-alphabet type-
rvriter. They learn to type on
Bussian typewriters aS
though on graduation theY
are to write for TASS or
Pravda. - GEMiNl.


