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PRETORIA. -- The Transition-
al Executive Council is, trying
to bar Russian ultra-nationalist
Vladimir Zhirinovsky from vis-
iting South Africa at the invita-
tion of white rightwingers here.

T h e  T E C ' s  m a n a g e m e n t
committee decided that a visit
by Mr Zhirinovsky, leader of
Russia's Liberal Democratic
Party, would not be appropri-
ate at this time.

Mr Zhirinovsky, whose racist
and  imper ia l i s t  u t t e rances
have earned him international
notoriety, has previously been
kicked out of Bulgaria and offi-
cially barred from Germany,
Australia and Rumania.

Efforts by the Conservative
Party to invite Mr ZhirinovSky
to South Africa started in 1992
when a CP delegation met him
in Moscow.

Recent communications be-
tween Mr Zhirinovsky and two
CP MPs on a proposed visit to
South Africa drew the attention
of the TEC's sub-council on for-
eign affairs, which initially de-
c ided  tha t  Mr  Zh i r i novsky
shou ld  be  a l l owed  i n to  t he
eountry for seven days, but not
be received officially by the
South African government.

However, informed sources
said, the sub-council's decision
was overturned by the TEC's
management committee, which
felt that it was not now an "op-
portune time" for the Russian
r i g h t w i n g e r  t o  v i s i t  S o u t h
Africa.

Foreign Affairs Minister
Botha yesterday confirmed
was aware of an invitation
Mr Zhi r inovksy,  but  sa id
was not sure whether the rwas not sure whether the gov-
e rnmen t  cou ld  p reven t  t he
Russian politician from enter-
ing South Africa.

"We certainly won't receive
him officially," he said.
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