
gqf,F/SA thaw does
not mean bear hugs yet
CAPE TOWN - South AÍri-
ca is not about to jump into
bed with the Reds and nei-
ther do the Soviets have
any intention of being se-
duced by South Afr ica.

Relations between the
two countries, virtually
non-existent 12 months ago,
have thawed only to the ex-
tent that the two are now
talking to each other.

But diplomatic relat ions
in the near future are not
on as Soviet ambassador-
at- large, Mr Vyacheslav
Ustinov, made clear when
he arr ived in Cape Town
last week.

He emphasised he had
not even come to taÌk about
the issue.

South Africa and the So-
viet Union are sizing each
other up at the moment and
discovering that their prop-
aganda about each other of
the past was hogwash in
many instances.

But scnior South Afr ican
sources said they did not
part icularly l ike what they
were discovering about the'Soviets.

One of the complicating
Íactors in deal ing with the
Russians was that they had
a bit  of an identi ty cr isis.

"They don't  know iÍ  they
are pre-glasnost or post-
glasnost," was one of the
nrore derogatory remarks.

Both South Afr ica and
Russia are seeking to f ind
where they can take advan-
tage of any relat ionship.

This was emphatical ly
stated by l)efence Minister,
Genera l  Magnus Malan  in
Par l iamcnt  when he  sa id
South Afr ica's interests
Ìxere the paramount consid-
cratÌon.

South Afr ica reads hope-
ful signs into the SovÍet in-
dications that i t  would pre-
fer negotiated pol i t ical so-
lut ions and that i t  ls op-
poscd to sanctions.

Ì lut Mf [Jst inov lrus made
it clear that thc Soviets are
sti l l  a long rvay from forc-
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heli-copter tour of the Wit-
watersrand, but denied
holding talks on South Afri-
can soil.

In the interview with lz-
uestia Mr Adamishin made
it clear that the Soviet
Union retained firm rela-
t ions with the Afr ican Na-
t ional Congress although he
did concede that there was
greater "realism than pre-
viously".

It is the loosening of this
bond with the ANC, and
part icularly i ts support Íor
ÀNC's armed struggle, that
South Africa hopes most to
gain from dealing with the
Soviets.

South Africa takes Soviet
demands for recognition of
human rights and the
scrapping of apartheid with
a large pinch of salt  given
the Soviet Union's own
rather worse history on the
issue of human rights.

South Àfr ica would also
not be adverse to opening
sol id trade l inks with the
Soviet Union as sanctions
close doors in Western
countr ies.

This is not a new ioea
and was suggested many
years ago by the late Dr
Connie Mulder although the
Conservative Party with i ts
opportunist ic negative
rcaction to the Soviet con-
tacts would l ike to forget i t .

South Africa is defintely
not seeking any al ignment
with the West. This was
best summed up by a rpes-
sage which was understood
to have been passed to the
Iìussians last ycar that
South Afr ica did,not neces-
sari ly side with the West.

A l though Mr  Adamish in
and Mr Botha may be pre-
pared to down a fcw
Vodkas together there is l i t -
t lo chance that the two
countr ies wil l  soon be ex-
r:hanging boar hugs. Instcarl
t l r cv  w l l l  con t inue to  sp l r ,
looktng Íor advantage, or at
best, mutual advantage.

ing the ANC to drop the
armed struggle.

"We'bel ieve pol i t ical so-
lut ions are very important
but as you know the United
Nations has recognised the
right of nations to reach
freedom by all means pos'
s ib le . "

The Soviets insist that be-
fore they are prepared to
renew fornral diplomatic
relat ions apartheid would
have to be scrapped, but in
the meantime they are pre-
pared to engage in some
type of constructive en-
gagement.

Thcy are clcarly looking
for international respecta-
bi l i ty and prestige in help'
ing to resolve the volat i le
situation in South Afr ica.

The Soviets are being
careful not to offend the
African states and appear
to be attempting to gain a
quick nrarch on the United
States. At present the So-
viets are doing most of the
shouting about alÌeged
over-reaction from security
forces f ighting the Swapo
inf i l tral ion clearly to curry
favour.

They are aìso doing most
of the pushing Íor conces-
sions for Swapo. Al l  this has
not done much to encourage
South Afr ica to give the So-
viets much of a [oe-in dur-
ing the Joint Commission
talks.

At the moment the So-
viets are sulking because
South AÍr ica has been keep-
ing thcm at bay ln the cur-
rent ncgoliat ions to the ex-
tctt t  t l rey lrad to ask thc
Americans at the emergen-
cy talks at Mount Etjo to

Mr Vyocheslov Urt inov

approach South Afr ica to
let them have some say in
the f inal agreement.

South Afr ica relented and
the Soviets altered a word
or two.

South Afr ica has been
trying to impress on the So-
viets that South Afr ica is
not â two-bit  country that
can or wi l l  al low itself  to be
pushed around by a super
power.
. ,  Th is  was one o f  the  main
reasons why Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr Pik Botha. en-
cÕuraged Soviet Dcputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr  Anato l i y  Adamish in  to
v is i t  Sou lh  A f r i ca  a f te r  he
mct hinr Íor wide ranging
talks in the Soviet Embassy
in Mozambique last month.

Í le wanted the Russians
to know that South Afr ica
was a powerhouse unl ike
any other Afr ican country.

Mr  Adanr ish in  admi t ted
in the Iìussian n(ìwspaper
Iz t ,es l r t t  las t  n ron th  tha t  he
tl id in íact visi t  South AÍr i-
ca, where he was given a
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