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mouth of the
ear: Bdosco
on Pretoria

We ve heard everyone s views of the Sovuet

‘thaw’ on South Africa except that of the
Russuans. Here is a view from Moscow,

specnally written for the Weekly Mail by
__ALEXANDER DEV!TT Political Analyst

~ofthe Novost/ Press Agency in Moscow

I — and only if — apartheid is re-
placed by a democratic system, will
“the restoration of diplomatic rela-
tions between Moscow and Pretoria
be possible”, says Yuri Yukalov,
head of the African Administration of
the USSR’s foreign ministry.

This “bottom line”, which contra-
dicts many recent reports about
changing Soviet attitudes to South
Africa, emerged during a round-table
discussion in Moscow sponsored by
the Novosti Press Agency. 1t was at-
tended by Yukalov and other leading
Soviet Southern Africa specialists.

Yukalov described prospects for a
peaceful setttement in the sub-
continent as “bleak but not hopeless,”
and said “we should be realists in as-
sessing the difficulties in the way of *
removing the root cause of the con-
flict

“That cause is Pretoria’s apartheid,
which includes an aggressive pohcy
in the region and uses tough cocrcwc
measures on the home scene.” Yuka-
lov said the Soviet Union
“preferred a political settle-
ment, and a political solu-
tion to the apartheid prob-
lem”. 4

Moscow’s view was that
“armed struggle is not the
sole means (of fighting
apartheid). There are oth-
ers, including sanctions.

“The isolation of apart-
heid will continue as long
as it exists. But this does
not mean that we should
only use our fists in deal-
ing with the government of
South Africa.”

Yukalov cited the Angola/Namibia
peace process as an example of the
drafting of agreements in which there
were neither winners nor losers: “all
sides stood to gain”, he said. The
presence of a balance of interests al-
lowed for a compromise capable of
ensuring a lasting peace, and real sta-
bility in the sub-region

The Soviet diplomat stressed, how-
ever, that the agreements reached in
New York have yet to be implement-
ed. “A great deal depends on how
honestly Pretoria intends to live up to
its obligations,” he said: “We have no
doubts about Angola and Cuba’s con-
duct, but Pretoria has a big temptation
to ‘leave in order to stay’. »

If Pretoria’s bona fides were
proved by sincere co-operation, how-
ever, “the emergence of an indepen-
dent, multi-racial and stable Namibia
on Africa’s map will be an important
step on the way toward the solution
of the problems of the whole region,
including that of making South Africa
a democratic state”, he said.

However, Yukalov said it remained
the Soviet view that there had not yet
been “promising signs” of a substan-
tial change in the situation within
South Africa. He said Moscow “took
note” of some statements made by
new ruling party leader FW de Klerk,
but wonld prefer to see “real deeds”.
Moscow’s assessment was that the
struggle within the leadership of the
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National Party continued, but that for
the moment, the “last word"” remained
with the State Security Council.

This view was confirmed by aca-
demic Anatoli Gromyko, who recent-
ly attended the much-publicised meet-
tng between Soviet and South African
scholars in London.

The National Party had entered a
period of instability, he said, and
added that the way forwmd lay in the
establishment of a “national forum”
with the participation of all political
forces. This would form a pivotal
part of efforts toward a political
settlement, which would then elabo-
rate a feasible programme for the dis-
mantling of apartheid.

Multilateral diplomacy and the

‘abandoning of attitudes based on
confrontation” would give South Af-
rica and the neighbouring states their
“best chance”, said economist Ida
Kuklina, of the Institute of World Ec-
onomics and International Relations
in Moscow. But the efficacy of inter-
national  efforts
would depend, above
all, on political con-
sensus among the
permanent members
of the United Nations
Security Council.

Kuklina said no
/such consensus had
yet been achieved,
and accused Western
powers of applying
the premise “strength
against the wishes of
the majority”, by ve-
toinp sceurity council
resoiutions,

The head of the South Africa de-
partment in Moscow's Insitute of Af-
rican Studics, Andrei Pokrovsky,
argued that * 5mb|ht) in South Africa
undcr the Nationalist government is

“an illusion”.

He said the government could sim-
ply not survive without reforms, ad-
ding that “even such serious reforms
as the constitutional changes™ had not
changed the politicat essence of the
system. One only needed to consider
the unaltering opposition of the black
majori(y to accept the depth of the
“regime’s crisis”, he said.

Yukalov — with the support of the
other participants in the Novosti dis-
cussion —- pointed out that the posi-
tion of favouring political over con-
flictual solutions for South Africa
was one that the Soviet Union shared
with the African National Congress.

He said the position was reaffirmed
during ANC president Oliver Tam-
bo's recent visit to Moscow. “There
are no differences in our positions,”
said Yukalov, “The USSR and the
ANC believe that the elimination of
apdr"md by political methods would
be in the interests of all South Afri-
cans, black and white.

“Itis necessary to create conditions
excluding violence. This, however,
depends on Pretoria mlhcr tha the
Soviet Union or the AN



