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BY SIR JOHN KltUCK, former British ombosso' , ív;rìil'Ëõ; üc Uottrd
dor Ìo the Soviet Union. Sir John, who Íived íol Stat$ ana oúrl tr to trfr
o while in South Africo, wos recenlly insfrumen' up the pooltlvc clcnoab h:
to l  in br inging obout o meet ing of  senior  Soviet  Mr Gorbrchcv' l  "nct

oìrdlouth AÍricqn ocãdemics. thinking".eld bulld oa lhcmó
- - sensibly, crutlourf, rld

diamonds and minerals. It would be a mistake Ío, 
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Even a hope perhaps of the Sourh AÍricanr o. odãi'ô SCgp3lglt[.o'.;:';.t'
ultimate establishment of rush to preÍnatur. cuclu. -ii mc prool C Oà';gddú;diplomatic relations. sions.'But - and there are Moscoç seemr to l.f.;ïJ|ïf},iif$tï*fi-{
some very big buts - this played a c.onltruclivr rytq 

- 
õ"ü'üü foOiotfoq Dcall presupposes a "post- ôver Ansola/Namibrr, but ïËïï"ïtïã,iü!nrrapartheid"  south AÍr ica,  basicat ïv üu."uie_í t  . r r  
* 's ï Ì , ì ; ràï ì ïõ i l3.oc. ,

and although there is reco_g.- judged ro'ue in úã sovtet *hiï;"ilriïü I tertun oínition of the changes away intõresr to extricate rhó ü;!Ë;ÌrËìii..",* *frorn apartheid that have country Írom an gipenstve sôurei ritÍtüãJçttt uc no,been made, Moscow stil l no-wiísituation. Thb rame less wlry. Toçrrô South,lawaits the ending oÍ "poÌiti- was true oÍ Afghanisten. ïrÀ.I,"*ilr"'ïïfiËüË i.
cal" apartheid.

rhe difficuuies are ack- *i:,;:Lï'*'.:ïJ:.'iïiì iiti:,:ott"'m 
rnd cvcçf

nowledged, _ evolutionarl üo iurr co-operation in .es- Any attempt to prry orirchange is to be encoura8ed, üutirt,ing póace and.stabil- .rpui'p"".ï'ïri agalnst thr .but the precondition is firm. ;t:, i; i-ú;rã regional srrua- orher wilt be resisted- ButI t  requires the abandon- i ìã" ; .  
- ' - - - -  '  

sensibte Oipfomi i ï  f r .ment of outmoded ideas by ---itre 
tuioare East will be sibte Írom a ptritorní ol lPretoria.

H o w e v e r, t h e r e i s . n o Hi.,ii l,'ïïï,:, i :$i.ï,li: ï'ã,ïLï,'ïfili'"fr$fir Jquestion of withdrawing iã'ú" ' i"- i . fr in ãtt  t trat can useful resulte 
'--G:JÌ l \ ì .$

support trom tne Al\u' e_ven be rescued of a regional po The meeilng of Srlú\Ëthough compromise  and i i i i . " i  * rã  in  o iaãr  to  g ive  South  AÍ r l c rn - rnd  sov lc t  1non-violence are to be the ãifòãi i" úi nnoiãi cro''"y- ;;;;;;il:;;ich r rccrouy ïorder of the day, and others k;; ; i ;  ; ;r ; ; i i ; ;  rhat ío ; ; ; iü ' ; ; ; ; ïondon. ,rr( l ike Mangosuthu Buthelezi.  
; ;r Ì ,ü i Ì" ì-pï i trn.. .  in not some kind oÍ Kirr ln- , ,p resurnab ly )  must  bc  in

ed Ío the ,,round ,roi l i : ,  ! l i : ,  l l : . . tJl  : : : , , ! : : : ]1"^1 gerian exercìse In pol i tkr l{

whi.h shourd discuss 
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i:Ëi,ll1lï"it#Ë ilffi :ccrrntry's íuture.
Moscow disclaims anv The Soviet "super'power" fol lowed by. Íurthct mcct '

wish to dictate sofut iãnï. is try' ing to gather i ts tat- ings' V' lhat has anybdl t t

úui woutd simply l ike toï i l  !" i9-d-S1i.Tt-1t 
about i ts Ìose? All  coocerd r i trb

õiì i t" ió }tu rhÍ.rn.r i .õ- 
person w.l th as,mu.eh.dl3' I :"3TI 
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cess .  n i ty  as  i t  can l  ldeo logy  on  tne l r  ì fâ l le t t

L O N D O N - A f r i e n d r e -
c e n t l y  r e m a r k e d  o f  t h e
prescnt state of East-West
relat ions that i t  is rather as
though in a long tug-of-war
the other side has suddenlv
let go of the rope. The homã
team natura l l y  fa l l s  over
backwards in disarray and
needs a bit  of t ime to col-
lect i tself .

Certainly there is a good
d e a l  o f  Í a l l i n g  a b o u t  t h e
p l a c e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e
rabbits which keep coming
out of thc Moscow hat.

I  confess to being a bit
off  balance myself,  and was
cor rcc t l y  descr ibed in  the
Brit ish press as f inding re-
cent f i rst-hand experience
of Soviet academic thinking
about  South  and southern
Africa "absolutely extraor-
dinary", even though I had
for some t ime becn aware
of signif icant changes.

Overstated
They are, none the less,

important for having been
grossly overstated by some
of the media.

It  is remarkable enough
that Soviet and South Afr i-
can acadenrics should be in
direct contact and speaking
their minds freely on both
sides. This can only serve to
further one of the unexcep-
t ionable aims voiced by Mr
Gorbachev in his December
speech . to  the  Un i ted  Na-
t ions -- the abandonment of
s te reo types  and ou tda ted
views.

There was an evident So-
viet awareness that there is
more to South Africa's in-
t e r n a l  p r o b l e m  t h a n  a
straight transfer of power
t o  t h e  A Í r i c a n  N a t i o n a l
Congress.

Beyond that I detected a
real ist ic recognit ion oÍ the
role South Afr ica coukl and
should play in resolving the
problems of the region.

There seemed to me to be.
a genuine interest in work
i n g  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  S o u t h
Âí r l r ,o ,  pnr t l cu la r ly  In  the
e c o n o m i c  f i e l d ,  b a s e d  o n
common in te res t  in  go ld ,

m i g h t  b e  t a k i n g  a  b a c k
seat, but Soviet interest will
remain a powerful íactor.

I t  would be no less mis-
taken to assume that noth-
ing has real ly changed and
that, for South Africa, "god-

. delo.se Moruisne" is still
the root oÍ all evil. As Dr
I 'h i l ip  Ne l ,  o Í  the  Ste l len .
bosch Inst l tute Ím Sovlet
Studies, recently comment-
ed, it is high üme Íor white
South AÍr icanr to r 'evisc
their otvn it€reotyper oÍ the
USSR,USSR, Jurt rr ooc Sovlel
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Thc rl3ht trrponr, Íor
South AÍrlcr u Indrd tor
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