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MOSCOW. ' fhe

Soviet Union is send-
ing its first citizen del-
egation to South Afri-
cã, a country with
which i t  has no diplo-
matíc t ics. Tass an-
nounced yesterday.

It was unclcar whctheÍ

the visit presages an im-
provemcnt in relations
bctween South Africa and
the Soviet  Uniorr ,  but  i t  is
undeniably  a novel ty .

I;or years, the Soviet
Union refuscd public
dcalings with South Afri
ca because of that coun-
try's apartheid policics.

South Africa has por-
trayed its€lf as a bulwark
of Wcstcrn and Christian
values against the
advancc of Communism.

Tass said the delegation
from the officially sanc-
tioncd Soviet Afro-Asían
Solidarity Commirtee
would include two profcs-
sors from Moscow Uni-
versity's Institute of
Asian and African Coun-
trics, Irina Filatova and
Appolon f)avidson.

Thc group was invited
to visit South Africa from
Novcnrtrer 30 to Decem-
bcr 12 by the Institute for
a Democratic Altcrnativc
for South Africa, Tass
said.
' 

"'I-he Soviet experts
úll mcct representatives
of South Africa's dcmo-
cratic movemcnt and
broad public, brief thcm
on rcstructuring processcs
in the Soviet  Union and
thc Sovict public's posit-
ion on Southern African
problcms," Tass saitl. -
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