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BEIRA — Soviet experts being with- .

drawn from Mozambique are con-
cerned about leaving the poverty-
stricken country while it struggles
against spreading famine.

“Idon’t know what the Mozambicans
are going to do when we go. They will
die without us,” said Igor Zhdarkin, an
interpreter with about 70 Soviet heli-
copter pilots based in Beira.

“The people wear rubbish ciothes
and are very hungry ... they need us,”
he added.

The Soviet Government, beset with
problems at home, is turning its atten-
tion inwards and paring down once-ge-
nerous aid contracts to former allies.

Moscow's assistance to Mozambique
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used to total $200 million a year but was
cut to $90 million in 1990 and is likely to
fall again this year.

Sergei Andreyev, first secretary at
Moscow'’s embassy in the Mozambican
capital. Maputo, told the London-based
Economist Intelligence Unit (E1U):

“We have realised ourseives, and our
Mozambican friends see, that our re-
sources are not so unlimited as we used
to think. We have to try to match our
obligations with our possibilities.”

Onty 450 out of an original 750 Soviet
technical experts are left in Mozambi-
que.

The two countries have been review-
ing a 10-year co-operation accord that
expired in 1990. The new agreement,

tailored to fit Moscow's straitened
means and due to be ratified early this
year, is likely to emphasise trade
ratherthan aid.

Most Soviet assistance to Maputo has
been in the form of military advisers,
hardware and technical experts, the
EIU said. The rest was in credits,
mostly used to buy oil.

About 66% of the country’s oil comes
from the Soviet Union. on credit but at
market prices. Mozambique started im-
portingoil from the Gulf before Iraq in-
vaded Kuwait in August and world
crude prices soared. .

Peter Simkin, head of the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Mozambique, says Mozambi-

que’s oil bill could double in 1991 to
around $150 million.

Mozambique, sapped by a bush war
against rebels covertly backed by for-
mer Portuguese settlers and private
South African groups since indepen-
dence from Lisbon in 1975, needs oil
desperately.

The war with the Mozambique Nat-
ional Resistance (MNR) has destroyed
the country’s road network, making it
necessary to fly food to millions of dis-
placed people facing starvation.

Simkin said there were between 1,4
and two million people facing famine,
and the situation could deteriorate
rapidly.

Since 1987 Mozambique has shifted

away from Marxism towards a market
economy and political pluratism.

A Soviet pilot in Beira, who asked not
to be named, was scathing about Mo-
zambique’s progress despite years of
promoting international socialism.

Sitting in a hotel bedroom plastered
with pictures of scantily-clad girls torn
from a South African soft porn maga-
zine, he said:

“Look at what these people have
done since independence. Thev have
taken all that was must hyp.rbolic in
the Soviet example. Everything is done
for friends and profit.”

The pilot served in Angola and was
injured in the war there. A shell ex-
ploded near him at Cuito Cuanavale

bout leaving Mozambicans to face crisis alone

during fighting between Angolan
forces and their Cuban allies and the
South African army.

Would he like to visit South Africa.
heartland of all he has fought against in
Africa, before going home?

“I would like to visit the Transvaal.
go to the Orange River and see the
home of the Boers. That's the last bas-
tion of the white man in Africa.” he
said.

Most expatriate workers long for the
tiern ¢ | canreturn ho:ne. but Zh-
darkin and his Soviet colleagues are
not particuiarly happy about going
back to a country in a winter of turmoil
with mounting natienalism and food ra-
tioning. — Sapa-Reuter.




