MR ALLEN Ubsdell, who escaped
from Maputo harbour aboard his
yacht Coralita two months ago, has
denled claims by a senlor Mozam-
bican harbour official that he bribed
& soldier to allow him to slip away
from port.

Mr Ubsdell and two fellow Bouth
Africans fled from Maputo to Rich-
ards Bay on February 12 after their
yacht was confiscaled and placed
under armed guard lollowlns clle(fa-
tions that the crew plundered a
shipwreck near the island of Inhaca.

According to a report In Mozam-
bique File, the mon digest of the
AIM news l&ency. Mr Ubsdell alleg-
edly fled without paying a 13 million
meticals (about R20000) fine.
Maputo Maritime Admin!strator
Emesto Nhambe told the news agen-
cy he suspected a bribe had been
pald to Corporal Armando Chavane,
ggotwu charged with guarding the
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‘had left

Yacht skipper Ubsdell denies
having bribed Maputo official

Chiel Reporter

“On the night in question, the cor-

oral abandoned the yach{. for un-

nown reasons ... snd only in-
formed the maritime authorities of
the escape an hour after the Coralita
arbour.

“Mr Nhambe admitted that the
corporal had opened fire — but only
when the yacht was already out of
Bgrt and heading for open waters,”

e report sald.

Respondlnc yesterday, Mr Ubadell
sald: “They are just u'y[ng to cover
up their own mistakes — because
they were left very red-faced when 1
did the duck. People must under-
stand that I had no cholce — I had
bcﬂi abandoned by my Govern-
ment."” ' R

“His guards had become careless
and I saw the opportunity to es-
cape.”



