Jricans hoping
o reap profits in

APUTO. — Some
e fixing up hotels,
some breed cattle,
some sell hot dogs. But
all are South Africans
hoping to reap a finan-
cial harvest from newly
accessible  Mozambi-
que.

South Africa, which for
years backed Right-wing
rebels in a war that has
crippled  Mozambique's
economy, is now being
welcomed as the sponsor
of a business revival,

The once-hated South
Africans appear as farm-
ers in far-flung provinces,;
managers of restaurants,
businessmen seeking con-
tracts in everything from
plastics to shipbuilding.

Hot dog seller Mr Niet
van Niekerk, a Whité
South Alrican from So-
Dﬁn{am\esbnm, came to kt{hz

bican a-
pu. &t Novee.:ng:lr and
says’ he is glad he made
the decision.

“We are making a very
good profit,” he said, tak-
ing the equivalent of little
more than a dollar for 4
South  African  style
“boerewors” (farm sav-

Mozamb

Mr David Ankers, who
works for the South Afri-
can hotel company Karos,
is equally enthusiastic
about doing business in
Mozambique.

For the last two years
he has been manager of
Maputo’s Polana Hotel,
an ageing but elegant relic
of Portuguesé colonial
days. .

The hotel in the tree-
tined Avenida Julius Nye-
rere  was nationalised
soon after Mozambique
won independence from
Portugal in 1975 and still

* belongs to the state, but
. the business is now effec-

tively under South Afri-
can control.

“We have a lease
Agreement for & period of
20 years and for two sub-
sequent periods of 20
years — in other words &
total of 60 years lease."
Mr Ankers said in an in-
terview.

Karos is also the big-

:.w single shareholder in

the local company, Hotels

sage) hot dog thered
in tomato sauce, mustard
and onions.

*‘People doing the same
business in Johannesburg
would never make the
turnover that we do in &
little thing like this.
Never, never, never.

Polans Limitada, with
32,5 percent.. of - the
shares, he added.

He said that since Ka-
108 won the lease agree-

ment with the M

ique

lations with

can government in 1990 it

had spent R38 million on

refurbishing the hotel.
The cash for this invest-

ment — large by Mozam- *

bican standards — was
raised by borrowing, but

Mr Ankers says he is con-

Pretoria, but the South
African trade mission, &
sprawling modern com-
plex down the road from
the Polana, is regarded as
an embassy by many Ma-
puto residents. — Sapa-
Reuter.

fident hotel profits will re-

pay the loan.

“I have no fear of com- ‘

petitors. 1 think people

will come to the Polana

for the sake of nostalgia,”
said.

Mr Ankers is planning
an inauguration party for
the revamped hotel, 10 be
attended by “certain per-
sonalities” rom both
countries, in lae Jiine or
early July..

He won't say who the
personalities are but Ma-
E:lo business sources say

vitations have been sent
to President F W de Klerk
and President Joaquim
Chissano of Mozambi-

. que.

After that ceremony,
said Mr Ankers, Karos
plans to renovate the Po-

lana-Mar, an annexe to

the botel which overlooks
picturesque Maputo Bay.

Maputo doés not have



