
Stanley LIys rePorts from London on a new look at destabi l isat ion

rrìl LOWLY but surelY histori-
\. ans are liÍting the veil on
r ì Prctoria's destabilisation of
v the Soutbern Afriean region
in the l9?(h and 1980s-

The latest contributioo comes
trom PauÌ MoorcraÍt" Íormer se',
uior instnrctor at tbe RoYal Miü-

i#,'*ïliTl"rJgffi:#ffi:'
cen universities, autnoiiouroaUst
on American, British and Soutb
Alrican Publications (be wrote a
oolitical 

-c.olumn 
lor Tbe Star)' and

iilm-maher. Eis !í)Opage "AÍrican
Nemesis. S'ar and Revolution in
Southern AÍrica 19{5-2010", which
has jut been Published, is a model
oÍ erhaustive nescercn.

But even MoorcraÍt's research'
tborough though it is, leaves- ques'
tions unaswered. How much suP
mr! Íor examPle, did South AÍri-'
ia sive Renaóo in Mozambique
eÍteï the sigaing oí the 198{ Nko
mati Ac'cord? What werc the ten-
ltons between t^he Foreign and De'
Íenc€ ministries in Prctoria over
the meris oI destâbilisation? And
what eractlY were the calcule-
üons over southem Algola in 1988
thst caused South Àlrica to sue
Íor peace so abruPüY?

DÍscussilg the battles in South-

Spotlight on SA skulduggery
r 7 iAii 19el

ians of Frelimo's revolution.
" P r e t o r i a ' s  d e s t a b i ì i s a t i o n

posed a serious test Íor Soviet
ôrestice and resolve. It was a test
tney nãA maniiestìy failed. despite
tàe grandiose fraternal rhetoric "

lirning to the Nkomati Accord,
Moorcraft says the ANC ieader-
ship was "sbattered at tìe abrupt,
alrirost brutaÌ waY, its comrades
hed been booted out" (of Mozam-
bique). For President Samora Ma-
che l  every th ing  "dePended on
whetber the Afr ikaners would
keep tbeir word. Some did and
some did not".

Moorcraft claims it is cìear the
SADF continued to suPPlY Rena-
mo after the Nkomati Accord.
"The Gorongosa (Renamo) docu-
ments indicate that at a very high
Ievel, despite pobtical opposition
and/or knowledge, the SADF se-
cret ly kept tbe suPPlY l i Íel ine
open long after the 1984 Pact".

But. he asks, on whose orders?
Captured documents (at Renamo's
Go'rongosa beadquarters) indicat-
ed a serious riÍt witbin the South
African security establishment.
"Obviously the Foreign Ministrl'
was total ly at odds with hard-
l iners  in  mi l i ta ry  in te l l igence.
Where  d id  P  W Botha s tand?
When the documents were made

ern  Ango la  in  1988,  Moorcra Í t
admits íhey are "still shrouded in
the mists 

'of 
disinÍormation"' He

rejects as exaggerations Castro's
delcripüon oÍ úe battìe of Cuilo
Cuanaïale as "the turning point oÍ

AÍr ican history" and Angola's
naminc of tbe town as 'the Stalin-
grad o-f the South Alrican armj:"'
É u t  h e  c o n c e d e s  t h e  b a t t l e
chauced the nature oÍ the war'

Mõrcraft's judgment is that
the SADF bad óot been deleated'
but could no longer afford the
co{rts oÍ tryilg to wb' Most im'
úrtant, "ia hat lost the game of
iechnological leaPlrog with tbe
iiussiar,-as it wai bouDd to do if
úosc.or'persisted in resupplying
tbe MPLA".

Discussing Mozambique, Moor-
craÍt traces iD detail t^he creatlon
õÍ Renamo bY Rhodesian intelli'
lence end, ii 1980, its transÍer'
ãnce to SADF mil i tarY intel l i '
ceDce. On the eve of ZÚnbabwe's
indepen<lence, he writes: "Mem-
bers'of the Rhodesian SAS simPlY
drove Renamo's South Afr ican-
supp l ied  veh ic les  in  a  convov
t h i ó u c h  .  . .  B e i t b r i d g e . "  a n d
80 perõent of tbe SAS joined a new'
rel iment of the SA Reconnais'
sance Commandos.

Moorcraft notes incidental l j '

public, tbe presidot's responses
were bighìy anbigrnus."

He concludes: 'te war seems
unwinnable in tàe lorseeable fu-
ture. Even iÍ Renarm's inÍrastruc-
ture were to oe snashed. local
warlordism c.ottd bcome endem-
ic. Even if Renemo lon, and Fre-
I imo crawled lack to the bush
to fight on, Pretrria rould be un-
likely to be trarÍoured from a
backseat fairy gdmther to sit-
ting in the drivint se4 with @en-
amo leader) Dhlahamr on its lap.

"That could be Ìietsm reviiit-
ed. Or at least Argoìr. Pretoria
had managed to qtrcate itself
Írom that quagmie. Once was
enough."

"African Nemesis', bcause it is
a history, will not súfe the Íate
of so many books rn loutbern
Africa oÍ being out ofCar on pub-
lication day. It is ar dsorbing
book. ln tìe final chaper the au-
thor turns to the situetonh South
Africa aÍter Nelson Marda's re-
lease and draws a paaltl with
Zimbabçe's independen e.

At tbe lancast€r Houe onfer-
ence in 19?9, he says, tle lritish
made it clear that if the )41q1iç
Front did not settle, lpnd,n rould
recognise Abel'Muzorewís uter-
nal sett lement.-In SouthAtica.

"Butbelezi would be the replica
perbaps. If tàe ANC stalled, the
great powers could arbitrate over
tbe beads of the movement. as
tley did with Swapo in the Nami-
bian settlement provided tàat the
transfer of power was an implicit
part of the uoderstandiag".

This, perbaps, if Íar-fetched, but
what is likely is tàat the internaì
çsspsltnify will bec.ome increas-
ingly impatient ü tbe talks-about-
talks drag on Íor too long, and not
everyone will blame Pretoria.

M o o r c r a Í t  o r r e r s  a n o t h e r
thougbt Íor the reader to ponder:
"There may well be a naüionalist-
communist clasb in tbe leadership
if the ANC gets into power. And
M a n d e l a  m a y  w e l l  p l a y  a
Kerensky to a new Lcnin waiting
in  the  w ings  (Chr is  Han i  per -
baps)."

ln "Afr ican Nemesis", Moor-
craft goes as far as tàe available
evideoc"e allows him to go. What
we necd now is Íor Pik Botha and
the army generals to start writing
their memoirs - to f i l l  in the
8aps.
C AÍricon Nemesis. Wor ond
Reuolution in Southert AJrica
1945-2010. BU Pottl L Moorcraft,
pttblished by Brossey's (UK). o

Author Paul Moorcraft
. . . some questions are still

unanswerecl.

tbat "the ascendancY of militarY
iDtelligence, under P W Botha. dis-
turbed the spy network through'
out Souüern-ÁÍrica". ManY of the
Íormer highly successful BOSS
(now NIS) agens were "demora-
Us€d".

Mozambique, saYs Moorcraft.
did not reaúe until late in 1981
"tìe ertent of Pretoria's conntv-
ance and that the SADF'Renamo
axis posed a serÍous threât to the
Marirst regime'. The SADF's suc-
cesses left the Soviet Union in an
awkçard Dosit ion as the guard'


