
Pretoria's
reforms are
irreversible
- Chissano
Star Africa Service

M a p u t o  -  M o z a m b i q u e  s
President Joaguim Chissano
has become the first leader
of a Frontline state to pro-
nounce South  Af r i ca 's  re -
form process "irreversible".

The statement flies in the
face of opposite views held
by the African National Con-
gress  and o ther  Fron t i rne
leaders. l t  could be inter-
preted to imply that the Mo-
zambique government  be-
lieves the time has come for
the l i f t ing of sanctions and
o t h e r  p u -
n i t i v e  a c -
t i o n s
t a k e n
a g a i D s t
S o u t h
Af rica.

P r e s i -
dent Chis-
sano made
t h e  s l a t e -
ment at a
traditronal
Ne*' Year
rece  p t  ion M r  C h l s s a n o

.  s p e e c h
t l r s t  c r a c k  i n
Frontl lne rsl l .

f o r  t h e
i l l a p u t o
d i p l o m a t -
ic corps on Friday.

The process of eliminating
apartheid is now "irrevers-
ible" he told t le diploman.
and called on the South Afri-
can Government to rapidlv
remove the remaining obsta-
cles to the negotiation oi a
ne\\ constitutional dspensa-
tron {or the country.

He also expressed joy at
the relurn to South Africa of
the leader of the ANC. Ohver
Tambo, and said he hoped
m a n ]  o t h e r  e x i l e s  w o u l d
soon follow his erampie and
return home.

The Chrssano speech is the
first crack in the sol id fa-
cade presented by tbe Front-
line stares on the South Afri-
can  re io rm process ,  8nd
could be a major setback for
the ANC, which has rel ied
heavily on its African aliies
for moral support as Eure
pean and Amerrcan support
f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s a n c t l o n s
crumbles.
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