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SA Judge at conference in Maputo

-

ANTOHER door was
opened for South
Africa when the vice-
chairman of the SA
Law Commission,
Judge Pierre Olivier,
recently attended a
conference, with the
theme: 'Human
rights and democ-
racy in Africa' in
Maputo.

About 50 jurists and

academics from Mozam- |

bique, Zambia, Kenya,
Uganda, Ghana, Swe-
den and Germany at-
tended the conference.
Judge Olivier and Mrs
Brigitte Mabandia of the
ANC were the only South

. Africans.
‘At Hirst the other confer-

ence goers were a bit
surprised to see me. But
after | started participat-
ing In the discussions |
was gradually accepted
and In the end we were
good friends,’ he says.
According to Judge Oili-
vier there was a realisa-
tion among the delegates
that the liberation from
colonial bonds did not
really lead to more free-
dom and democracy in
Alrica. The conference
almed at generating pro-
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cussed include the con-
stitutionalisation of de-
mocracy, political educa-
tion to educate the
masses in the priciples
of democracy, the ole of
art, theatre and drama in
the propagation of de-
mocracy, and the rights
of women In Africa.
‘South Africans often
see Africa's jurists as
nafve and ignorant of
human rights. The most
of these people come out
of liberation movements,
whose ideology is based
on human rights. They
really have a deep un-
derstanding for the prob-
lems Africa Is facing with
regard to individual and
group liberties,' he says.
Judge Olivier say's there
is a real struggle curently
in progress in Alrica to
estabiish true democracy
and human rights at
grassroots level. Social-
ism and Comimunism are
crumbling and the Uhuru
battle cries of the sixties
are slowly being replaced
by more realistic, sober-
Ing viewpoints. Judge
Olivier thinks that the
ideological conversion in
Africa will also play an
important part in the fu-

posals to pratect human t ture of South Africa.

rights In Africa.
Aspects that were dis-

Although the South Afri-
can judicial system was

not under discussion at
the conference, there is
an awareness that the
country can play an im-
portant role in the train-
ing of jurists from Africa.
‘Especially Mozam-
biquans want to get to
know our judicial system,
to improve the mutual
trade between the two
countries.’ Negotiations
in this regard are cur-
rently being discussed.

Judge Olivier also vis-
ited Maputo in Decem-
ber last year where he
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met several jurists from

* The Law Commis-
sion's final report on hu-
man and group rights in
South Africa will soon be
handed to the minister ot
Justice, Mr Koble Coet-
zee. Judge Olivier said
the conference in Maputo
had brought several
useful papers and inputs
to the fore which would
also be mentioned in the
repoit.
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