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Sweetness and light
at Maputo meeting

F.W. DE Klerk, South Africa’s
president-in-waiting, and Joa-
quim Chissano, President of Mo-
zambique, both achicved what
they were- looking for at their
three-hour meeting yesterday.

Besides gaining additional for-
eign exposure, Mr de Klerk flew
back to Pretoria with a pledge
from Mr Chissano that if South
Africa dismantled apartheid and
introduced significant degrees of
equality, then Mr Chissano would
support South Africa’s reintegra-
tion into the southem African
community of nations.

Mr Chissano suggested that “if
there is a sound process of change
in South Africa” a de Klerk gov-
ernmeant could look forward to
Mozambican support for a re-
gional conference with neigh-
bouring African states, which
South Africa so desires.

Mr de Klerk and Pik Botha, his,
Foreign Minister, had given as-
surances, Mr Chissano said, that
“during the mandate of the future
president this problem of discrim-
tnation will be solved so then
there will be real democracy in
South Africa”. The South Afri-
cans, he said, had promised that
their “commitment is to work to
achieve this goal as quickly as pos-
sible, not a solution to be dragged
out indefinitely”.

Mr Chissano, in turn, obtained
Mr de Klerk’s public support for
his ncw peace initiative, aimed at
ending the 14-year-old war against
the Mozambique National Resis-
tance (Renamo) rebels, which
have enjoyed South African sup-
port since 1980. “Renamo should,
according to our view, stop vio-
lence and become part of the ef-
forts for peaceful development in
Mozambique,” Mr de Klerk said.

What Mr de Klerk described as
the “interaction” between South
Africa and Mozambique has of-
ten been a stormy affair. South
African military forces have at-
taciked African National Cor:: )
Tices in Mozembicoe at Jeas
e times sinee the form v Por-
tuguese coiony gained indepen-
deace in 1975, and much of Re-
nao’s nilitary prowess is due o
nearly a decade of Scuth African
spotsorship.

Both Nr Chissano, who was
foreign miaister, and Mr de Klerk
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symbolise the rise of the politician
over the military man. In recent
years, co-operation between the
two countries has risen sharply.
South Africa has promised to
help Mozambique repair the gi-
ant Cahora Bassa hydroelectric
complex in the northwestern pro-
vince of Tete, and has lent $2m
(£1.2m) to rehabilitate the port of
Maputo, which is the best outlet
for South African coal and citrus
cxporters.

Mr de Klerk’s visit to Maputo
came at a time when the whole of
southern Africa is swirling with
diplomatic activity. As Javier Pe-
rez de Cuellar, the United Na-
tions Sccretary-Geperal, was
across the continent visiting Na-
mibia, representatives of the
MPLA government in Angola re-
opened peace talks in Zaire with
their counterparts from Jonas
Savimbi's Unita rebel movement.
Danicl Arap Moi, President of
Kenya, is due in Maputo tomor-
row for talks on Mr Chissano’s
peace initiative, while diplomatic
sources said a summit of the six
African Frontline states was pos-
sible at the weekend.

“We all need to play a positive
role to break out of the cycle of
violence,” Mr de Klerk said, sum-
ming up the mood.



