
' Pre-negotiation situation'
in Mozambiqr-re says Cohen
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ON rse eve of a üsit to Mozambique by South Africa's
president-designate F W de Klerk, the new US assistant
secretary of state forAfrica, Herman Cohen, has said the US
is willing to meet the rebeì MNWRenamo force ïf President
Chissano asks".
EarÌier he told reporters that "a pre-negotiation situation
exists" in the country.
Cohen has been on ã round brip of the region, including a
meetins with De Klerk in South Africa.
He saidaÍïer meeting Chissano this week that the IJS roÌe
wouÌd be "not as a medi ator', but on the side of the Mozam-
bican government.
Of De ICerk's forthcomingüsit, which will take place on the
eve of the FreÌimo congress, he said that South Africa
apparently intended to continue a policy of cooperation in
thô region, according to the news agency AIM.
The US Congress has, meanwhile, approved a policy pro-
posaì in terrãs of whióh the US wóulã'work to ôtop South
African "and other externaÌ assistance" to the MNRTRe-
namo.
The proposaì caìls on the US administration "to contribute to
Mozàmbique's national reconciÌiation in ways which do not
legitimate the heinous behaviour of Renamo or subordinate
Mozambique's sovereign interests to Renamo's principaÌ
patron, South Africa."
The proposaì has to be approved by the Senate and President
George Bush before becoming ofïìcial policy. It aÌso calìs for
the conbinuation of "deveìopment assistance" by the US for
Mozambique, to go through "appropúate private and pubÌic
channels" - a shift from preüous policy which said US aid
should oniy go to the smàÌl private sector.
The MNR underwent a major restructuring at a meeting
earÌy Ìast month at Gorongosa, reports the London-baseci
newsÌ etter Afríc a C onfi de nti a I.
The meeting, which the newsìetter caìls the group's first-
ever nationáÌ congress, chose a new four-member cabinet, a
ten-oerson national counciÌ and severaÌ new department
heaàs.
Among those repÌaced is the long-time head of Renamo's
externãl reìations, Artur Janeiro ãe Fonseca, who has been
replaced by Raul Manuel Domingos, the rebels'former chief
of staff.
According to the newsÌetter, the shakeup proüdes the
strongest eüdence yet that right-wing US goups are win-
ning the battle to wrest conbroì of the group from South
African miìitary inteÌli gence operatives.
xMozambique Foreign [Íinister PascuaÌ Mocumbi said this
week that Maputo was maintaining its contacts with South
Africa on the issue of continuing destabiÌisation.


