SA AGGRESSION 'HA

Herald Beparter
PRETORIA’S direct and
imdirect damage to the
Mozambican economy nosw
stands at about US$S bil-
lion after 11 years of in-
dependence that have seen
one-tenth of the country’s
health unitg and 500
schools destroyed, leaving
90000 children ithout
classes. {\( G .

In a document to take
stock of the countrys
economic situation in the
wake of the death of the
pregident, Cde Samora
Machel , Mozambique's
news agency AIM says
the trends in the economic
situation in Mozambique
link up with the political
situation, and especially
with the destabilisation
activity of bandits spon-
sored by the apartheid
regime in Southefm‘Africa,.

The Mozambique gov-
ernment had been con-
-fronteq since independence
in 1975 with “very diffi-
cult situations arising
from the decolonisation
process itself”.

These included ihe
mass exodus of techni-
clans and skilled workers
coupled with 3 aolonial

heritage of few trained
Mozambicans, Iittle infra-
structure and 93 percent
illiteracy among the popu-
lation above the age of
seven.

-Soon _after independ-
ence, the South African
government had deliber-
ately and with pre-
meditation, taken g series
of measures against Moz-
ambique,

“One hears today of
sanctions against South
Africa ang the retaliatory
ineasures that the apart-
heid regime might take
against its neighbours,
The truth, is, however,
that Pretoria has heen
applying those sanctions
and taking retaliatory
measures since Mozam-
bigue’s independence,”
says the report.

This action had been
on several fronts, includ-
ing reduction of South
African goods traffic
through the port of Ms-
puto which was reduced
by 84 percent hetween
1973 and 1983,

The mumber of Mozs.-
mbicans working on Scuth
African mines dropped
from 113293 in 1970 to

; rands

435 941 in 1982, easing
the number of unemployed
in the south of Moza-
mbique since it was not
possible to create 70 000
jobs tg absorb the extra
labour.. The reduction
meant losses of remit-
tance to Mozambique of
some US$568 million,

The Portuguese and
South African govern-
ments signed an agree-
ment in 1928 under
which the Portuguese co-
Ionig]l government could
use 60 percent cf Mozain-
bican miners’ wages o
buy gold at the fixed
price per ounce of 29,75
(then equal to
US$24,14), which was
well below the free mar-
ket price for gold.

“Thus for many years
Mozambique hought gold
in South Africa which
wag then transferred ‘o
Portugal ang the colony
of Mozambique was cre-
dited in Portuguese zur-
rency (escudos) with the
equivalent of the huying
price.

“With this credit, the
Portuguese colonial gov~
ernment paid off debis
from trading operations,
invisibles and capital

owed to Portugal by the
colony of Mozambique.”

But on April 10, 1978,
the South African gov-
ernment xmilat]eé'alay
stopped selling gold =t
the fixed price of R29,75.

Since 1975, the report
says, Pretoria’s destabili-
sation in Mozambique had
caused the ° destruction
through bandits of some
500 schools, leaving
90000 children without
classes and one-tenth of
the country’s health units
destroyed.

Sugar and tea factories
and sawmills have been
destroyed and powerlines
and railways cut. “The
Limpopo railway which
would normally carry
trade for the Bulawayo
region of Zimbabwe to
Maputo has been closed
to international traflic
since 1984.”

And the last train to
carry coal from Moatize
in Tete province to Beira
ran in 1982, This had
blocked development of
the coal fields which
under mnormal circum-
stances would be export-
ing over a million tonnes
of coking coal a year,

“In 11 years of war,

S _COST , MOZAMBIQUE US$5bn’

apartheid and its bandits
have taken the lives of
100-000 Mozambicans and
the direct and indirect
damage to the economy
amounts to US$5 billion.”
And looking to the
future, the report says
though the country is fac-
ing enormoug economic
difficulties, the govern-
ment ig determined to
carry out fundamental
economic reforms. These
will start with rigorous
austerity measures based
on a vehabilitation pro-
gramme which is in the
final stages of drafting.

“In Mozambique’s case
specifically, economic de-
pendence on South Africa
has been substantially re-
duced in absolute terms
Gver the last 10 years.
But in relative terms it
is still very acute, mainly
because of the remit-
tances of Mozambican
migrant workers . . . be-
cause of the south of the
counfry’s 80 percent de-
pendence on energy from
South Africa and of port
and rajlway revenus paid
by South’ Africa for the
use of Maputo port which
amounts to USETS mil-
tion.”



