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S. African
peace pact
a setback,
Kaunda
declares

By Michael Hoiman In Lusaks

THE NON-AGGRESSION pact
signed by Mozambique and South
Africa in March had “profound” and
“adverse® consequences for the: re-
gion which would be discussed at a
summiit of black front-line states in
Tanasnia-later this month, Presi-
dent Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia
said yesterday._

deseribed the pact as “a setback for
all of us.” He repeated his willing-
ness t0 host a meeting between
front-line leaders and Mr P. W. Bot-
ha, South Africa’s Prime Minister,
and he accuned the West of moving
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away from its commitment to the
UN independence plan for Namibia
{South West Africa).

During his 20 years in office, the
President has played a key role in
the resolution of conflicts in Ango-
la, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. But
he presented a bleak assessment of
the front-line states’ capacity to
bring about reform in South Africa.

The strength of Pretoria, suport-
ed by Western investors and West:
ern governments, was overwhelm-
ing he said. “There is no country in
Africa today that can stand up to
these forces.” .

-Dr - Kaunda's - evaluation of the
pact is likely to anger President
Samora Machel of Mozambique
who has presented the agreement

"ds & “victor}y” and attended the tele-

vised signing ceremony with his
South African counterpart

Dr Kaunda stressed that he fully
understood the military and.eco-
nomic factors which brought Mo-
zambique to the conference table.
He supported President Machel in
his decision, he said, but went on:
“We would be less than honest if we

tried- to glorify the situation. It is

not:glorifiable. We accept we are
‘weak . .. if we glorily this (pact) we
will be making a tactical error.

The adverse implications of the
pact for soithern Africa were pro-
found, he.said, and the cited the
nine-member Southern Africa De-
velopment Co-ordination Confer-
ence (SADCC) launched in 198Q
with the objectives of reducing
trade and transport links with
South Africa.

" "At: SADCC summits we have
tonsistently condemned apartheid.
How are we g8oing to do that with-
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trol, we are unable to fulfil that...
Forces far more powerful than
humble us have taken over control
of the situation in southern Africa.
We have to find our own level first
of ol betore we begin advising the
Last month, President Kaunda
proposed a front-line summit with
Mr Botha, Asked what it would
achieve, the President replied:
“Let's meet and let him know that
atleastﬁ'omushehasnothingm
fear, because we have no armies to
march on South Africa, although he
still continues to behave as if he
was expecting armies from here,
Whether that could bring anythi;;
worthwhile I do not know, but at
least we will have done something.”
Zambia would not sign a non-
aggression pact with South Africa,
he said. “Who are we? We cannot in-
vade South Africa, s0 I do not see
::y reﬁqn why we should enter in-
ap Zambia already restricts
the ANC to a diplomatic presence in

The President declared that an
“explosion” in-South Africa was in-
revitable within three or four years,
.with repercussions for the whole
region. - ;



