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THE South African Government has iawnched a delicately
balanced sirategy to elininate an obstacle to the full imple-
mentation of the Nkomati Accord:

The spirit of the accord is as strong as it ever was, bnt in both Maputo -
and Pretoria it has been recognised that scant progress-can be made while
Mozambique is torn by an internal conflict which has virtually reached the
level of a civil war.

The rele]l Henamo movement has displayed a tenacity and an ability to
conduct guerrillz war that has rendered much of Mozambique ungovemable
and s frightening off :
{oreign investors.

Insiead of melting away

"after.the Nkomati' ceremo-
nies, as. was expected, Ren-
amo has intepsified its at-
tacks.

No power i¢ gelting
througn to South Africa from-
Cahora Bassa, vital convovs
from Warare to Deira are at-
tacsed almost at will, apd it
ixtoo dangerons for trains to
trave!l from Nkomati to Ma-
pulo at pight.

\ftor monthe of sensitive,
clandestine negotiations, the
“first mcves towards Hen-
amo-Frelime talks ererped
into the open this week. It is,
appareat (lat the South Afri-
can Poraign Minister Mr Pik
Botha has beea enlisted 2
intermediary. .

Denartment of Foreifn Af-
fairs sources contirmed that
the “proximity - talks” this
week were likely o B¢ ouly
the first stage in a series of
regotiations aimed at restor-
ing stabilily in Moz ambigue.

34 is wadersivod Mr.Betha
{s aiming 1or round table
Lalks befween the factions
that covld lead to a political
re-integration of the rebels
into Mezambican life.

The high-level discussions
are the culmination of
‘months of lower-Jevel negsti-
.ations ‘between Mozambican

~and South Africarn securily
personnel about the expluits
of the rebel Renanio iorces
and the deinying effect they
were having on gtavilisaiion
in Mezambique. :
 Theresilience and s'tength
of Hevame -~ apd e ¢nin-
narable weaknisa of the Pre-
irng forces — have appar-

ently taken both sdaputo and

Pretoria b, sarprize.




