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Mozambican oppor tun i ty  los t  to  South  Af r i can
destab  i l i za t ion

From independence in 1975, Mozambique served as a rear
ba-se for ZAN U guerr i l las in t l re i r  struggle against  Smith 's
regime in Rhodesia.  In the f ive years to Zimbabwean in-
dependence it was estimated that Mozambique was attack-
ed 350 t imes by Rhodesian forces, k i l l ing 1335 Mozambic-
ans. Agricultr.rral and forestry projects along the border
were stopped whi le more than 150,000 refugees became
an addi t ional  burden in camps in Mozambique. At th is
time there were trr,rc anti-FRELIMO movements, the Moz-
ambique N at ional  Resistance and the Portuguer secret
pol ice PIDE, both operat ing f rom within Rhodesia.  Af ter
t re  coming to  power  o f  ZAN U in  Z imbabwe,  Mozambique
began looking to a long.overdue measure of  intemal re-
construction in peacefu | circumstances.

However, .  FRELIMO did not bargain for  a South Afr ic-
an destabi l izat ion programme. PIDE disappeared together
w i th  Rhodes i4  bu t  the  MN R d idn 'L  Defence Min is te r
Malan  to ld 'Par l iament  tha t  the  Government  wou ld  use
any methods to f ight  i ts  enemies in neighbour ing count-
ries "even if it would mean we would support anti-
Communist movements like MNR ". The US State Depart-
ment said that the MNR "receives the bulk of its support
from South Africo",

The lv lNR rvas led by Al fonso Dhlakam4 expel lC from
FRELIMO in  1974 in  an  an t i -cor rup t ion  dr ive ,  and a
\ \ f t i te Portuguese, O r lanc. lo Chr ist ina.  Both were bel ieved
to  l i ve  in  South  Af r i ca  bu t  a l l  pub l i c i t y  i s  done th rough
Eva Fernancles in l . " isbon. Short ly af ter  the ; , { reement was
signed by Botha a; : , : j  lv lachel  the r ight-rv ing ant i -
FRELI i !1O rar l io s i .at ion support i r rg i \4NR rebels announ-
ced that i t  v l  as c losing cJci , , ,11 for  "re-organizat ion".  
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st ; r t ion operafed fronr i i r i j  nor ihern Transvaal .

There were est imaied to be 
-10,000 

lv i r \R guerr i l las op-
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Ten years ago the Marx is t - inspi red guerr i l la  army of  FRELIMO had l i t t le  more todo than defeat  Por t -
ugal  and re lease Mozambique and i ts  ind igenous Black inhabi tants f rom centur ies-o ld oppressive
Whi te co lonia l  ru le.  l t  was the f i rs t  o f  a  rush of  v ic tor ies for  such movements across southern Afr ica in
the 'seven t ies ,  w i th  Ango la  and  Z imbabwe s t i l l  t o  fo l l o rv .  Wh i te  co lon ia l  domina t ion  was  the  man i fes t -
a t ion ,  cap i ta l i sm the  cause  tha twas  the  f i na l  enemy fo r  the  movements  o f  FRELIMO,  ZAN U and  the
M P L A .

H ow ever ,  fu  r ther  sou th ,  a l l  manner  o f  ac t ion  is
perpet ra ted  in  the  name o f  an t i -Communism.  For
ques t ion ing  the  need fo r  the  sys tem o f  apar the id
one can be  accused o f  harbour ing  Communis t
thoughts ,  fo r  suppor t ing  the  ANC one can be
hung.  South  Af r i ca 's  Suppress ion  o f  Ter ro r ism
and Communism Acts  a re  so  w iderang ing  tha t
par t i c ipa t ion  in  a  kara te  c lass  under  cer ta in  c i r -
cumstances  cou ld  be  cons t rued as  be ing  a  ques t -
ionab le  ac t .

In  1975 FRELIMO won the  pro t rac ted  guer r i l l as t rugg le

4ainst  the Portuguese in Mozambique and immediately
began at tempt ing to bui ld a Manist  State.  As such they
were the first and most radical of the new independent
Black Afr ican nat ions,  and avocal  opponent of  the apart-
heid regime in South Africa. Six years later, in 1981, aft-
er the first of three major South African Dgfence Force
raids into Maputo ( in which ten members of  the ANC
died within earshot of  Machel 's residence) the Soviet  Un-
ion sent warships to Beira and Maputo promising direct
aid i f  Mozambique were to be further threatened by
South Afr ica.  The Russians in Maputo to ld reporters that
they w eri "not threatening anyone, but if onyone attacks
t)s or our friends we will glve an oppropriote response".
Whi le  up  to  th is  po in t  South  Af r i ca  and Mozambique had
managed to exist  "pragmatical ly"  in spi te of  their  oppos-
ing ideologies,  the rhetor ical  temperature w as raised to
nevi  d imensions. For South Afr icE to al l  intents and pur-
poses the Reds had now off ic ia l ly  set  up c 'a i i ' rp under
t i re i r  bed.

And yet, a short three years lainr, witir all t lre fanfare
that accoi-ds arrywhere could possiirly be rnacle of, lt lr P.

W. Botha and Samora fr4achel ,  botn bedecked in ceremon'
i; l f ini:r" 'y, si-iool< hands rvith one aLrotfrer and a.greed ilrat

frr>nr rio', ' / cn ccFoptration was going to be the narne of a

g;rre t |at  h i t j rer to h; : r j  not  been played. Wl ' ry?



erating inside Mozambique subscribing to a vague version
of capitalism and a return to more traditional ways of soc-
ial operation, such as polygamy and tribal chieftainship.
With these polit ics they could command no real support
from the people for if there is one respect in which Mach-
el had been successful it had been in the fight against rac-
ism. There is today no tr ibal  d iv is ion.  But whi le the pol i t -
ical attraction of the MNR was smatl the fact that 100,000
people died of starvation in the latter half of last year
must have contributed to a feeling of unease about FRE-
LIMO's abi l i ty  to improve the si tuat ion.

However unattract ive the MNR was pol i t ical ly,  their
sabotage activit ies were devastating. They kept the rail
and pipe l ines between Beira and Zimbabwe inoperable
for long periods forcing Zimbabwe to do almost total bus-
iness with South Africa as there are no other transport and
port  faci l i t ies anywhere else.  The MNR made farming in
large areas of Mozambique impossible for anything other
than the barest subsistence. And they finally totally stop-
ped power reachin/South Africa from the Cahora Bassa
hydro-electric sche me.

Economic  murder

The Mozambican economy was in desperate straits, having
been ravaged successively by drought and floods on the
one hand and.by South Africa on the other. The Cahora
Bassa hydro-electric source of power has been drawn upon
less and less by South Africa unti l i t ground to nothing
late last  year.  As the scheme, which cost $326 mi l l ion,
can only be paid for out of sales (South Africa only pays
for what i t  gets) ,  and as i t  was bui l t  a lmost exclusively for
South African sales, it has become an expensive giant
white elephant when i t  could have been a big money ear-
ner.

Secondly,  exported Mozambican labour is now only
half that which it was in 197 5. The mines remlt 60% of
miners' pay direct-to Mozambique accounting for about
$49 mi l l ion per year.  When export  earnings were just
$449 mill ion in 1981 this source of South Afiican foreign
exchange is a substant ia l  contr ibut ion.  l t  would be doub-
led overnight if migrant labour went back to 1975 figures.
Lastly, South Africa has stopped using the port of Map-
uto so this.source of revenue was also lost to Mozarnbique
as well as its spin-offs. These are only the three laryest and
most dramat ic ways in which the economy of  Mozambique
has been harmed. There are of course many others, such
as tourism and trade.

These economic d iff icult ies were compounded by one
further problem. Setting themselves up as a "Marxist-
Leninist" Government they firmly planted their roots in
fre Soviet satell i te camp. As such, between 1978 and
1982 Russiagave the country $423 mi l l ion in aid.  But,
not only was this aid insuff ic ient ,  $285 mi l l ion of  i t  was
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mil i tary.  And whi le Mozambique was recrrv ing th is k ind
of handout f rom Russi4 the USA did not contr ibute any
kind of aid and influenced its Western surrogates to do
l ikewise. For Machel ,  money for the development of  the
economy was fast becoming more important than the ac-
quis i t ion of  guns. The Soviet  Union didn' t  agree, and
when Machel began to look to the West for aid, he anger-
ed the Soviet  Union to the extent that  they cut fuel  a id
to Mozambique.

Clear ly Mozambique was in per i lous di f f icul t ies.  South
Afr ica's pol icy of  destabi l izat ion had been funct ioning
long enough for it to be devastatingly successful. Machel
went cap in hand to Europe and spoke to West Germany,
Portugal, Britain and of course the USA, in the shape of
Mr Chester Crocker.  They al l  said the same thing -  s i t
down at  the table and start  ta lk ing to South Afr ica.  'Pik '

Botha fol lowed Machel  to Europe. The sruthern Afr icah
pol iceman got instruct ions f rom his Western imperial ist
bosses and a few weeks later the N komati deal was signed.

South  Af r i ca  -  po l i ceman fo r  the  West

N otonly can South Afr ica boast of  an accommodat ion
with one of  Black Afr ica's most lef t  w ing of  governments,
but i t  can set reporters al l  over the wor ld speculat ing ab-
out more "pacts".  The move has given Mr Reagan's pol icy

of "constructive engagement" the firepower it needs ag-
ainst  the Democrats leading up io th is year 's president ia l
e lect ions in which the Black American vote is so impor '
tanl  World opinion together wi th large sect ions of  the
American publ ic has been unimpressed w i th the w ork-
ings of  th is pol icy in Lebanon, Grenada, N icaragua, El  Sal '
vador -  to name only the most dramat ic.  l t  is  no smal l
surprise that Mr Reagan and Mrs Thatcher were amongst
the first and certainly the warmest in their congratulat-
ions on the signing of the agreement. South Africa has ac'
quired a new respectabi l i ty .

South Afri ia, on behalf of the West, soundly thrashed
Mozambique. l t  has not yet  f in ished the iob in Angola.
There is today hardly a country under the Equator in Af-

rica that doesn't have to bow and scrape to South Africa
in order to keep its people from dying of starvation. They
are forced to swallow their revolutionary zeal, as Machel
does, k ick out the ANC in the hope of  curtai l ing the arm-
ed struggle in the interests of what Mozambique no longer
perceives as a struggle for national l ib:ration but a strug-
gle for "civil l iberties" in South Africa. They've all had
everytlring to lose and almost lost everything. The South
African working class has nothing to lose and everything

to gain. Jn their shoulders l ies the future of the entire re-
gion. And the struggle for civil l iberties cannot hope to
wen dent the armour-plated apartheid regime. E


