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S A intervention needed to
end impasse in Mozambigue

From David Rabkin
in Maputo.

The search for an end to the
protracted civil conflict be-
tween the Frelimo Government
and the Mozambique National
Resistance Movement secems to
have come to a temporary halt.
A further intervention by
South Africa may be nceded to
end the impasse.

According to diplomatic
sources, President Machel re-
mains firmly opposed to MNR
demands for a place in  the
Government and restoration of
property and posts held before
Mozambique's independence in
1975. He is refusing to accept
responsibility for MNR mem-
bers, whether leaders or rank
and file, who are outside
Mozambique.

Mozambican hopes that Pre-
toria  would ‘*‘deliver” the
~ MNR secm to have been disap-
pointed. Security in key areas
of the country has deterio-
rated. At the same time, Presi-
dent Machel is said to have
accepted South African denials
that it hds violated the
Nkomati non-aggression accord.

South Africa is anxious to
sec the sccurity situation dn

southern Mozambique improve
s0o that a much-nceded export
drive can be routed through
the Maputo docks.

President Machel's trust in
South Africa places the Mlo-
zambican leadership in a diffi-
cult position. 1li not the South
Africans, then who is behind
the continued MNR offensive ?
It is  belicved that charges
against “ elements” in Portu-
gal and even in the Portuguese
Cabinct will have been reviv.d
over the weekend.

There is not
for the
sions. Although there has been
a significant improvemcent in
security in Sofu:a province
with the opening of the Beira-
NMoatiza railway line, condtions
in the North and’South have
worsened.

In the Quelimane district of
Zambezia province there is an
acute shortage of firewood and
food. The war in Niassa prov-
ince is also said _to have
intensified. ~

In the south, Mozambican
troops ‘have launched
offcnsives in the Magude dis-
irict of Manuto province and
along  the  NMovasshimge Sveanis
land border, Acreviing a

much reason

MNR to make conces-

Mozambican frontier official,
the government forces have
identified an MNR base on the
Swazi side of the border.

The Mozambican Chief of
Stafi, General Sebastiao
Mabote, has visited the area
and the Mozambicans have
asked the Swazi Government to
let them eliminate the base.

The MNR have been terror-
ising villagers along the Swazi
border, with"the apparent in.
tention of causing an exodus
of rcfugces. More than 500 Mo-
zambicans have crossed the
boundary in the last week and
the movement seems to be con-
tinuing. Officials of the UN
High Commission for Refugecs
in hiaputo and MNthabane be-
lieve that there was a delib-
erate attempt to stampede the
villagers.

The rebels apparently in-
flicted bavonet ~wounds on
scores of men and women,

while the refugees themselves
tell tales of babies killed by
being smashed against rocks.
Mr Emmanual Owusuy,
UNHCR representative in Swa-
ziland. said he would visit the
rerugees to ask if they wanted
{a remein in Swaziland or re-

e o Rlacambique.




