
The need to talk
to M oül*bi r^",i

SO reporls oÍ ir surnmrt rneeting
b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A f  r  i c a  a n d
fiÍozambique have been denied
by buth partirls, More's the pit.v.
The two sideri have a great deal
to r{iscuss lo their in<livit lurl
and mutual benclfit,

l)r)wêr fol t.his country frorn
thr, Cabora l lassa hydro-elec-
tric scheme, or an trnbroken
supoly rr1 11 is tne first. issue
thtrt sptirrgs to mind.'r 'hat pro.s.
í)r)(,t musf be l inked tlrrr:cti j  to
:*ltrething the Maclrri Í 'overn-
nrent woukl l ike to ser Sriutlr
Âfr i r  a 's heip in curtai l in i l  t t re
actions of the Mozatnbique Re.
sistanle Muvemçnt.. whicft , r irt.
sUrntlv sabotages that power'
l ink, And it is *' idely bt,l ieveC in
LÍaputo that our Or;vernment
either is giving direct aid to the
MRM or turning a blind eye to
rebcl attacks act'oss thc border.

There are other reasotm as
pertinent wby th'e two countries
should try !o c€trr€rrt some so:'t
of relationrhlp, despite their
political dlÍferences. Not least
is the econonic inter'depend.
ence that apPlied beÍore the
Marxirit regime came to Power,
Rc.mnanf.s still exist; in Mor,am'
iqutt'r continued (thottgh íli'

minishing) relianr:e on South
African expertise to run its
ports and railway and in thc
fact t lrat. geographicallv, we
are thc onlv c l ient  in a posi t ion
to henefit froln Cabora lJassa.
l l c o n o m i r : n l l v ,  m a n y  o l h c r '
loosc ends rcrnain that cciulrJ
easily bcr t ied again bv a prag-
nìatic agreement.

B u t  a  r n o r 0  e o m p c l l i n g
re,rson wlry'South AÍriciì should
be trying to sett!e its differ-
cnr:es with its oastern neigh-
bour was contrined in a rl 'arn-
ing this week try the ChieÍ oÍ the
Air [ 'rrrcc. l, ieutcnant-General
Mike I\Iuìler citerl in graphi<:
terms the dangers posed b.y the
growing Soviet irrvolvement in
M o z a r n b i q u e  a n d  A n g o ì a ,
through a build-up oí arms antl
sophísticat ed missiles.

Until a settlement is forgrlrl
in Namillia, there is Iitt.le
chance ol eooling the situation
in Angola. Diplomatie pros-
pec ts  a round Mozarnb ique,
however, are rather betüer ano
the [ìovernrnent nhonld pursuc
them. Particularly ilr vieu' of
the statempnts it rrrakes so of-
ten about Russia's de,.igns r,n
Íiouthern iifriea.


