The Daily News

Promising summit

A MOST encouraging politi-
cal development appears to
be taking shape as Foreign
Minister Pik Botha's Europe-
an tour of duty proceeds. It is
becoming clear that South
Africa is using the good of-
fices of the Portuguese gov-
ernment in an attempt to set
up high level meetings be-
tween the Republic and Mo-
zambigue,

‘There is speculation that
the immediate objective is a
meeting between Mr Botha
and his Mozambican counter-
part Joachim Chissano and
that this might be a prelude
to a P.W. Botha-Samora Ma-
chel summit, At either level,
a weighty and highly impor-
tant agenda awaits them
which has the potential to im-
prove the political climate of
southern Africa.

212 ]s5

The timil._ seems impecca-
ble. President Machel is ap-
arently a sadly disillusioned
larxist. Recently knighted
(which must have encouraged
his pro-Western conversion),
he is reportedly dezply wor-
rieu about his country's inter-
nal stability, South Africa is
accused of helping to destabi-
lise Mozambique: Mezambi-
que. in the aftermath of
SADF raids on ANC bases
there, is disenchanted with
the continued presence of
ANC cadres, Thus the pros-
pects for a trade off seem
good. And if the talks can
succeed in finally securing a
reliable power supply from
the giant Cabora Bassa
hydro-electric scheme the re-
gion may he set to taste the
first practical fruiis of politi-
cal co-operation.



