
The human factor
o Enail-rtl fl: 'tn,nLè ilt.n*Lf- - Zt-itZ I ffiin our cold war

THE most encoura$hg thlng
about the Tueday trlks be-
tween South  AÍ r i can  and
Mozamblcan Cabinel Minist€tìg
is that tüey happened.

S0 lt iE right to bo optimistic
about the implicationt of these
historic discursions between
governments of such opporite
pertuasions; riglrt to fcel hqpe-
Íul that this could be a Íirst step
towards an aceord ln whlch
both countries would undertake
not to support rebel insurgertts.

Of coursê, there will be obste-
çles, l{tide ideological rifts exist
between the two eountries,
broadened by mutual suaplcion
of the other's intentions. Such
difÍerenees will not eaoily be
breached, hnivever much the
parties involved might like to
see. a strte of peace in the
reSron.

But an lmportant aspect oÍ
the talks in Sçrziland ir the
hunran one. In ctld prlnt,lt was
a meeting betçeen whitc na-
tlonallsm and bhck Mrrxism.
ln reality, lt was a coming to'
gether at a higl. level of individ-
uals who should now haYe a
vêf! Ír.ut'h better appreciation
of one another; of their feelings,
fears and attitudes,

Tbe vrlue oÍ such faceto-
f a c e  e n c o u n t e r s  c a n ' t  b e
overstressed. lYltne$s, in an-
other regard, the Angolan Oov-
€rnment't communique this
week in responlc to South Afri-
ca'r call Íor a rnotatorium over
Namlbia. Though it dismissed
the proposals, the tone of that
rejection was undouhtediy less
strident than it çould have been
beÍore the llha do $ol confer-
ence betwc.'en representatives
from Pretoria and Luanda.


