LAST week’s sabotage of the
a1l mpelmc which links Mozam-
sigue’s second biggest port
Beira and the Zimbabwean
bo (zu town of Mutare con-
:3 s the emergence of a new
cct to the South African
of destabilising the
states in southern

iy a momh after a
aborne  com-

10 a1 acuie ?Ciioi
blowing of a six foot
D"m“ 3! Meforga on
FNR rcbefs in Mozambique is
¢vidently intended to serve several

clated ODJL tives.
The Nifth attack in a dittle over a
year, it wul turn the screw even

>
YW,

ainst Zimbaz and by
y further the reopgning of
pipeline it will' push- prime
1 Mugabe’s government
<0 accepting South Africa’s
is for a three year contract
for mm supplies from South Africa
s be negotiated at ministenal level
— so'r.tlrmg? which it has been
holding out against despite tremen-
dous difficulties.

The attack was mounted at a
poim which was guarded by some
of the Zlmbahw"n troops (gen-
eratly estimated at 2,000) that were
scut into Mozambique late last
year at president Machel's invita-
tion, specifically to help protect the
pipeline, whichras the main alter-
native route to road and raii links
with South Africa for Zimbabwe's
fuel Imports i a key target for the

the Pretoria backed -
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MNR and its South African
masterminds.

“The message is clear: Pretoria is
signalling 1 Mozambique and

mbabwe that ﬂn,y will not bene-
{it but rather suffer more, by rely-
ing on mutual solidarity instead of
submitting to the superior econo-
aic and militar 1y power of. their
South African neighbour.

The attempt to drive a wedge

“between the two countrizs is un-

iikely to succeed. Frelimo gave
crucizl support to Zanu and its
ngn ila army Zanla-in the peiiod

the armed struggle before inde-
pe wdenice, and relations between
the two governments are close and
cordial.

Both are active members of the
Southern Africa Development Co-
ordination Conference whose aim
of assisting the front line states t0
reduce their economic dependance:
on South Africa is viewed with
hostility by the apariheid regime.
Instead, Pretoria pushes iis own
pian for a consteliation of sateilite
states which would be economic-
ally dependant and politicaily

aligned with the Bot‘n Jegime

oainst the liberaiton movements
? Namibia, Swapo and South
Africa itself, the ANC.

The past yecar has seen a pro-
nounced and highly dangerous in-
crease in the icvc 1 of South African
ageression and destabilisation.

While Arngola remains, the prin-
cipal sufferer, with a substantial
portion of the southern part of the
country occupied and devastated
by Pretoria’s forces, there s

-daily it is Mozambique

no end in s'f’l t to the long struggle
of mdcpendcnce in Narnbiz, But

the brutal raid in December on
Maseru, capital of Lesotho, signi-
fied that cven a country belonging
to the commonwealth, one which
has no military forces of its own, is
not . immune to the apartheid
regimae’s thrust to domxm the
entire region and make it safe for

the continuation of the apartheid
system.

On the eastern flank of this in-
creasingly  embattled  system,

whose Internal crisis is mounting
which is

bearing the bruent of Pretoria’s reg-
ional ambitions.
In November the Maputo gov-

ernment drew world attention 0 a
build up of South African troops
on the 'com'non border near
Kematipoort in the eastern Trans-
vaal, “..d ¢ \QYC\de fears of a cross
border incursion. But the main
prob'cm being poscd for Mozam-
bique by Pretona is the self styled
Mcozambique National Resistance,
which was taken over by the South
African Defence Force after Zim-
babwe’s independence.

The SADF has been providing
training at U.‘b\.b in the Transvaal,
and full logisiic support, in tegms
of equipment, tramport by heli-
copter and other means, and doing
the planning for upcratmm With
m.‘. help the MNR has been attack-’

co:“..xumc;uon lines, terreris-
mg villagers, aad cecking to dis-
rupi mr;/‘.xb ue’s  ambitious
development pro; Lct of overcom-
ing backwardriess mtuin decade

Mozambique's defence  forces

ave, however, scorad some not-
ablg successes in eliminating major

bases of the MNR recently.

For its part, the British govern-
‘ment has remained curiously silent
about the destruction of the BP

owned fucl depot, & si]ence which
reflects Thaicher's desire to work

with rather than co*xfront the South
fdricen regime, 12 common with
the Reagsn administration whose
declared support_ for Prctoria has
emboldened it in its aggressive
actions.
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