SOUTH AFRICA'S desire for a quick
transfer of power in Rhodesia from the white
minoriry to black nationalists is real. Only a
peacetul settlement can ensure the emer-
gence in Salisbury of a government con-
sidered to be ‘‘acceptable’ to Pretoria:
acceptable in that it would not actively
encourage the activities of South Africa’s
own black organisations which have been
outlawed since 1960, or grant forward bases
to these parties’ military wings.

The main obstacles to a quick settlement,
as far as South Africa is concerned, are the
guerilla forces comprising ZIPA (Zimbabwe
People’s Army). »

It is therefore not surprising that reports
from Cape Town early in October said that
Vorster was ‘“‘enraged’” with President
Se  ~ra Machel of Mozambique for backing
z in its militant stand, and that South
Alrica was considering economic sahctions
against Mozambique. The threat, it was
hoped. would "bring the firebrand Presi-
dent Machel to heel™.

A vear ago there were about 100,000 Moz-
ambique miners in South Africa—more than
a quarter of the mines’ black workforce.
According to the Convention, 60% of the
wages earned by the men were transferred to
Portugal in the form of gold bars, but since
independence the bullion has been retained
in Mozambique. The miners were paid in
local escudos at the end of their contracts.
From 1933 on. the value of the gold trans-
ferred was fixed under the Convention at the
old offidal gold price of $35 an ounce, and
this valuation stll remains in force. (The
impression occasionally conveyed when the
matter is discussed. that it went up to $42 an
ounce when the official gold price was raised
in 1971 and 1973. is mistaken, according to
bz agcircles.)

view of the discrepancy between the
official gold price and the free market price,
Lisbon and later Maputo could sell the metal
at considerable prohit. On the basis of 1974
wage levels and gold values, for instance,
Mozambique would have earned between 60
and 70m. rand a vear from this source.

At that time South Africa was anxious to
step up or at least maintain recruitment in
Mozambique because the flow of mine
labour from Malawi, which had once pro-
vided 30% of the mines’ total black labour,
had been suspended by the Malawi govern-
ment following an air accident in April 1974
in which a large number of Malawi labourers
were killed. Although Malawi recruitment
has not vet been resiored, the influx of black
miners from Mozambique has been much
reduced in recent months, and in August the
number of Mozambicans on South Africa’s
mines was down to 75,000. This figure may
soon be down to 50,000 if recent recruit-
ment figures, which have halved, are any
indicadon.

A number of reasons have been advanced
for the reduction in the Mozambique labour
force. The new Mozambique Government
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=Presnden Méchel s support of the’ Zlmbabwe guenllas as glven nse”to
veiled threats bf South African’ sanctions.’ '
how these would hurt South Afnca itself.

has substituted passports for the travel docu-
ments previously issued to mineworkers, and
this is said to have led to delays.

From the South African side, the mine-
owners—already suffering from the depres-
sed gold price—are said to be reluctant to
part with the bullion for Mozambique mine
wages at the loss to the mines of premium
payments they can ill-afford.

However, the real reason for the fall-off is
probably political. On the one hand, min-
ing officials have for some time said in

Africa

private that much of the trouble in their
workforce in recent months has been stirred
up by political agitators infiltrated among
the recruits from socialist-oriented Mozam-
bique. (Oﬂicially, these incidents are always
described as ““wribal” clashes.)

On the other hand, meetings have been
held in Mozambique, particularly in areas in
which the mine labour is traditionally
recruited, to warn the population against the
infiltration of ‘‘subversives” *among the
returnees from the Rand, and the danger
that they may have been brainwashed with
foreign ideological ideas while in the
Republic.

Whatever the real cause for the diminish-
ing flow of recruits into South Africa, the fact
that it is already occurring makes Vorster’s
threat to turn the screw at this point rather
less effective; the falling price of gold on the
free market also makes the Convention
bullion less valuable than it once was.

The transit of South African ,exports
through Mozambique for shipping from
Maputo has been an important source of
income for Machel’s government, but by try-
ing to cut off this raffic South Africa’s own

economy might be damaged—despite the
recession which has eased the pressure in
South Africa’s own ports. As recently as
August the South African Railways (SAR)
mounted a major campaign to persuade
businessmen o make full use of Maputo’s
export capacity, and permits to use local
harbour facilities *“will be and have already
been refused”.

Mr. K. Loubser, general manager of the
Railways, said: “'Full, effective use of Maputo
must be made if an export drive has to get
out of South Africa. The SAR can handle all
exports out of South Africa~—but full use
must be made of Maputo.” The SAR even
took leading South African businessmen on
a one-day trip to Maputo to convince them
of the advantages of the port, and Loubser
explained that the citrus handling section of
the port was being run by an African “‘and
he is doing a better job than the white official
before him”. Francis le Riche, director of a
chemical company, said after the wour: “It
was fantastic. There was happiness, com-
plete calmness, just like I knew it as a tourist
inthe old days.”

He had his doubts about the new govern-
ment, “‘but [ saw for myself that the Africans
in Mozambique are making a go of it, and [
am happy for them.” Asked about reports of
Cubans and Russians being in key positions
in the city, le Riche answered: “We didn't see
one. In fact we saw onlv one Frelimo
soldier.”

The visit got wide publicity in the South
African press and coincided with reports that
the Railways could not handle the total
quantity of exports going through Durban.
At the same time South African shipping
agencies confirmed that the use of Maputo
was no more expensive than South African
ports, and that services there were good. For
Vorster now to counteract this publicity
drive would be difficult and take time.

Pressure over Cabora Bassa would be even
more difficult to apply since the flow of elec-
tricity, which was to have started over a year
ago, is still only on an irregular basis and
then at less than a third of capacity. The
trouble appears to lie in Lisbon—under the
independence agreement Portugal is hand-
ling all the contract negotiations with South
Africa. In August the Portuguese govern-
ment was reported to be demanding that
South Africa should pay twice as much for
the power it will eventually receive than has
been arranged.

The South African Electricity Supply
Commission (ESCOM) admits to “a certain
amount of inconvenience” in the irregu-
larity of supplies and is negotiating with Por-
tugal over high prices. Ironically, Cabora
Bassa does not yet supply the port of Maputo
which at the moment gets its power from the
Eastern Transvaal.

While Mozambique’s economy may be in
dire trouble, South African pressures on
Machel may not be so easily applied—if
Pretoria is thinking of applving them at all.



