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MOZAMBIQUE: Expatriate problems
Accordtng to the Mozamblcan daily newspaper, Notlctas of January I, oveÌ 7OO Mozarnbtcan

students were lnvolved ln events whlch caused the death of one person and ln whlch several
others were lnjured on December 23 ln Cuba. All seven hundred are to be repatrlated. Thls
declslon was made by Mozamblque's Mlnlster of Health, LeonaÍdo Slmao who recently led a
deÌegauon to Cuba to lnvestigatè the clashes whlch took place between Mozambican and Cuban
students. Several Mozamblcan members of the acâdemlc staff whose behavlour was considered to
be "lnapproprlate" arq also to be sent home. The students protested and demonstÌated, calllng for
thetr grants to be paid ln currency. Meanwhile, more and more Mozamblcan workers ln urhat was
East Germany, employed under the terms of the 1979 cooperatlon âgreement between the two
countries, have been returnlng to their home slnce the two Germanles were reunlÍìed ln the
autumn and thelr contrâcts suspcndcd. AccordlrÌg to thc MozaÌnblcan mlnlstry of Labour, about
4,O0o of them have alÍeadv returned and I Ì,ooo more wlll be rcpâtrlated befÕre March 199 l.

I.O.N,- The disintegraüon of the Eastern European regintes has hit Mozambíque in uarious
ways. Maputo ltas already annou,nced that aid from. tltese cou,ntries has been reduced and it fears
the Souiet Union nLary reuiew its oil deliuery contract (ION N'454). The hurried and en nlasse
return of the Mozambicans working in Germany only adds to the countty's problents, OnIv 40 per
cent of tlteir wa.ges ltaue been paid by tlrc contpanies they were workíng for ín Germany wlúle thry
were under contract. Mapu,to directly receiued, in their nanles the other 60 per cent and is today
ungble to_pavJthent tltis renr.ainder, Moreouer, a stgnificant deualuation in tlrc Mozantbican.
cllrrenc)/, the meücal ín the past few years ltas made the operation more complícated from a basíc
calculaüon point of uiew. The last weekend of Decentber, these workers demonstrated in Maputo,
bringLnL the city centre to a stqndstiU, demanding their wages and denouncing the
a.dntinistration's bribe attempts which they tuere prey to. In accordance utith the cooperation
agreements with then East Germany, these people slrculd ltaue been giuen jobs corcespondíng to
tlteír qualificatíons in indu,strial projects set up witlt, help of funds mod.e auailable Ay the Eost
European country, on tlrcir return to Mozambíque. Th,ese projects h,aue neuer materialized, in
particular because of the ciuil war. And the ruined Mozantbican índustrial fibre does not offer any
prospectíue entployment to these qualífied workers.


