Renamo talks ofw#

2o 3Ky

peace - then loots
Maputo’s suburbs

AS the fifth congress of Mozam-
bxquc s Frelimo Party got under way

in Maputo, Renamo rcbels ave two
rather different re. ident
Joaquim Chissano’s mcem peace ini-

naum

issued from R o's
L:sbon office supported the establish-
ment of a group of African heads of
state to mediate the conflict, as sug-
gested in the previous week’s micet-
ing between Chissano and Kenyan
President Danie] Arap Moi.

And on Monday at 11pm, the first
night of the congress, a Iarg grou
of Renamo rebels attacked u.rg
of Khongolote, on the city's nonhan
outskirts.

They raided homes, looting food
and money. A mortar shell set a
house alight and three of its occu-

ants, including an eight-month

, were to death.

The raiders meted out hideous pun-

ishmeant to those who refused to co-

q;s:::isoo Mathe was woken up by
armed men bursting into his house
and demanding money. “Since we
did not satisfy their demands, they
began to beat up my 62-year-old
mothe: icnﬂﬁcutofroncofha
ears,” he later told journalists,

The rebels also mutilated Mathe's
danghter, Celest, eight. She lost an
ear while six-year-old Alberto was
stabbed in the neck and chest.

Gruesome mmi!ancm have become
l‘nq and in the rebels’ !m in| 0
ue forays into
Zimbebwe.

* ‘This raid, like so many that have
devastated Mozambique, seemd to
Justify Chissano’s claim, a few hours
m«d , that “this assault against

b society is one of the

harghest and cruellest moments int e

schools destroyed or
, 44 factories, more
Ihopl and 3 500 trucks

Th:unalysslmledmasubmn—
tial ghift in Frelimo’s language. The
terms “class struggle” and ism-

tion front to a political party, are not
mentioned in the 315 page central
committee feport.
Instead, the stress is oo “uni
“consensus™ — indeed, the

" and
tle of

er,itumlongermevanguardof
“the worker-peasant alliance™ but of
“all the Mozambican ",

The cross~class alliance that Freli-
mo is now trying to construct em-
braces all sectc s of Mozambican so-
ciety — including businessmen and
religious believers who where
viewed with hostility in the late
1970s and carly 1980s.

Chissano cited the threat from Re-

pamo to justify this changed concept
of the party.
“Since our essential task is to com-
bat the destabilisation of which the
country {s the victim,” he said in in-
roducing the report, “all Mozambi-
can classes and social strata are in-
voived.”

“Our enemies,” he added, “are only
those who take up arms ngninst the
people in the service of foreign de-
signs, and deliberately &cmst in re-
m the will of l.he bican
to reintegrate them

As a watershed Frelimo
congress opened this week,
Renamo’s leaders sent a
message of conciliation from
Lisbon ... while a band of its
rebels attacked a Maputo
suburb, killing, mutilating and
Iooting. PAUL FAUVET
reports from Maputo

The congress has not yet moved to
discuss amending the statutes.
But it is considered a foregone con-
clusion that mferencu to ism-
Leninism will be removed, and in-
stead the ideology of Frelimo will be
defined as “the synthesis of the ex-
periences of the revolutionary strug-
gle of the Mozambican people with
the universal principles of socialism”
— a formula used in the theses that
were the bases for pre-congress dis-
cussions.

The central committee report fre-
quently attacks the South African
governmeat for its violations of the
1984 Nkomati on accord
and its support for Renamo. Chissa-
0 is, however, preparcd to believe
that today its southern neighbour has
finally the rebels.



