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LS. SEEKS EMD TO MOZAMBIGUE WaR' (1,210
(7712 CEMomitor article by EJA. Wavyns)

July 12 Christian Scisnce Monitor carried the followina article
by E.f4. Wavne on pags 3, with the above headlins.

(EBESIM TEXT)

WASHINGTOM -- Peace tzlks in Anaolsa’s civil wsr snd South
Africa's desire to improve relations with its neishbors may have
opened the doors for eeace in Mozambilaue.

"The whole regicnal climate has made it
to vour opponents. savs Chester Crocker. form

=tate Tor Africs. "In an =ra of peacemskina, 1t is = =l =Y]
to make concsssions. o reach out." savs Mr. Crocksry who mediated
last vemar's Anacla-Namibia ceace acrcordse as well as a failed 1784

aarezm=nt between Mozambigue and Scuth Africa.

United States Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs
Herman Cohen i1s on a swina throuah southern Africs. Explorinag the
possibilities for fosterina peace in Mozambiaue is a top item on his
aaenda.

If invited, the Bush Administration is very interested in
helring. officials savy. The U.5. would not be a central plaver, they
sunaesty but it could facilitate a dialoaue betwesn Mozambiaue
National Resistance (Reznamo) - rebels. the Mozambique aovernment. and
South Africa. which has be=rn Renamo's main backer. Washinaton also
could eventually hele build international auarantees needed for a
settlement.

The U.S. is pressina South Africa to cut off aid to Renamo and
last vear issued a report accusina Renamo of reseonsibility for the
deaths of up to 100.000 civilians. Washinaton is the larasst donor of
food aid to Mozambigue.

U.S. sepecialists in and out of the aovernment savy the parties
have entered a "feelina out" period. Emissaries have passed messaass
betwsen Renamo and the Marxist aovernment. headed by the Frelimo Party
(Mozambigue Liberation Front). Mozambiaue and South &frica also have
angaaed in direct talks and have renewed co-oeperation on such proiects
as a maior hvdroelectric dam.

After consultina the government. for example. the Mozambican
Christian Council recently offered a peace rlan similar to one
discussed in failed 1984 talks and reportedly had fruitful contacts
with several Renamo representatives gutside the country.

. Mozambiaue Fresident Josauim Chissano welcomed last month's
‘ceaze-Tire asccords in Anaola's civil war as s possible examele for
Mozambiaue and asked Renamo to follow suit. He also souaht United
Mationz support for efforts to start a disloaue.
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Renamo spokesmen welcomed the aovernment's overtures. But f ey ]
said any cease-fire has to be mutual. not unilateral as the government
suaaests. Renamo's Washinaton spokesmeny Luis Serapio. savs talks
have to be amona eaual partners without ereconditions. The aovernment
is offerina dialoaue about endina the-  fiahtina and potentially about
the conditions of amnesty for Renamo members, Mozambican officials
say. But it is not willina to aaree to power-sharina necaotiations.
they sav. : S

U.S. specialists say it remains to be seen whether South Africa
is willina to fully aive up Renamo -- its lever for destabilizina
Mozambiaue -- and bless peace talks.

: If a dialoaue with rebels i~ . ° .ine the Mozambiaue aovernment
also has to find authoritative Renamo reepresentatives. "There are a
lot of people on ithe outside who claim to speak in the name of
Renamo.," savys a well-informed U.S. specialist. "but it is far from
clear who is aenuinely close to Renamo's inside decisionmakers or how
united they are." Finallyvy. the Mozambican aovernment will have to
offer enouah political liberalization and other incentives to woo key
Renamo rlavers.

Mozambiaue has been ravaaed by more than a decade of war between
the Frelimo aovernment and the Renamo rebels. who have lona bernefited
from support by South African military intellicence.

Mozambiaue's rebels have much less international leaitimacy and a
less clear political identity than those in Anacola. which the U.S.
backs. But Renamo has been very effective militarily. While neither
side can win the war, U.5. specialists sav. more than 80 percent of
the country is unaovernable. The economy and society are in ruins.

The Frelimo government has been forced to rely heavily on
international aid to survive. It has undertaken sianificant economic
reforms toward free-market approaches. At an importart party
conference this month, it will reportedly introduce political reforms
aimed at meetina complaints from a wide ranae of Mozambicans.,
includina Renamo., about its one-party rule.

Moscow., lona Frelimo's main arms supplier, has rerortedly decided
to withdraw all of its military advisers over the next vear and a half
and will rerportedly cut its military aid by 40 percent. Informed
diplomats say that neiahborina Zimbabuwe is also pressina for talks.

It has thousands of trooeps in Mo-ambiaue defendina key transeportation
routes linkina Zimbabwe and the Indian Ocean.

Under these and other pressures. Mozambiaue's aovernment has
shifted its policy in recent months. Instead of tellinag visitors to
avoid Renamo. the aovernment has started askina them to use any
channel available to offer the rebels a dialoaue about endina the
fiahtina and reintearatinag Renamo members into society.

Simultaneously., the South African Foreian Ministry and others
have beaun to press hard to halt support for Renamo and to coorerate
with Mozambiague. These South Africans advocate buildina better
relations with black neiahbors as the way to end South Africa's
international isolation. Currently. these moderates seem to have the
upper hand.
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While South &Trican z3id o
=ays it continues in the form of
h-'\--l’_l,.b- H\r"‘llt AT Monesy o _i-il"l‘i':‘?"
flowina mainly from former
Sguth African military ints

Lilliam Minter

7 L
a Mozambiaus specialist, 5 £
remains important and reflsc onowikh o Souti
African aovernment. He pocints an Aeril 27 incident whers South
African military trucks reportedly drove Renamo trooes to the main

border crossina with Mozambiaue. waited while thevy looted and killed
on the Mozambican side. and then drove them and their loot awav.

One U.S. inzider zsuaaests that no clesr messane will emsras on
South Africa's dirsction until after elesctions in Sectember tha
are expected to =levate Frederik de Hlasrk ko the presidency. &
decigsion for peaces from South &frica. Fr. Mintsr adds wuulu fos
more feelersz and possible resumetion of 1924 dirvect —aoyverTmEmn
talks.

There iz broasd consensus that Mozambiaue nesds peace. Mors than
1 million Mozambicans have fled to neiatborinag lands from the war.

An estimated 1.6 million are diselaced within the country and anocthsr
2.8 million are considered seriously affescted by the fiahtina. Wesl
over 100.000 civilians are believed to have died in the decade of
fiahtina. The U.N. ==stimates that almost 400 million lelﬁPm in
emeraancy relief and will be needed in the vear ahead dust to mezt the
ne=ds inside Mozambiaue.

U.S. officials and others 11Pen the Pmnamo rebels to the Khmer
Rouae because of their brutal tactics. - The Frelimo aovernment.
however. . is alec credited with alienatina larae Seqment= of tbe
population throuah™ d;sastrou”“prl1c1es*and‘“buse§;'“‘ o .

A solution mav reauire dealina with Penamo and fully undlnq South
Africa's efforts to destabilize Mozambiaque. U.5. and Soviet
srpecialists aaree. but the Droblem now uoﬁs far bevyond Renamo and
South Africa. - - A

Mozambiaue is a "tastimonv to the power of destruction and the
difficulty of construction." Universitvy of California sepecialist John
Marcum told a& recent Johns Horkins University seminar. "It will be
very difficult to put Humety Dumpty toaether aaain.” ‘

& well-placed Soviet expert. who reauested anonymity. savs Renamo
iz only part of Mozambiaue's "bandit" problem. Many others also took
up arms against the acvernment. This led to a kind of aeneral soccial
mutiny, he savs. uwhich destroved the old svystem in the countrvside and
has left nothina in its place.
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