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Mozambiquels Weighing a
Political End  To Its War

By SHEILA RULE

MAPUTO, Mozambique

JOKE around this capnal city has . President

Joagquim A. Chissano, Mikhail S. Gorbachev

and Ronald Reagan out for a sightseeing drive

in Washington. President Reagan instructs the

driver to keep turning right. Sceing that the car is going

in circles, Mr. Gorbachev takes over. He teils the driver

to keep (drning ieft. Finally, President Chissano takes
command. Signal left, he tells the driver, but turn right.

The story 1s enjoyed by Mozambicans and Western-
ers here, but the point it makes s no laughing matter.
This avowedly Marxist Government 1s aggressively pur-
suing internationai economic and political support by im-
proving relations with the West while maintaming his-
tonc tes 1o Moscow. The ruling Frelimo movement 1s
looking to virtually everyone for help against economic
crumbling and a blood-draining :nsurgency that has
made the country a study n suffering.

Scenes of hopeiessness arc like scars on this iand on
Africa’s southeastern coast. Babies with distended
bellies cling to their mothers’ collapsed breasts. Pcopie
wearing only trec bark wander along the roads. lceing a
12-year-oid war against rebeis scen as surrogates of
South Africa. Large-scale slaughters of civiiians are now
so commonplace, it is said, that they arc not considered
massacres unless morc than 50 peopie are killed.

President Chissano inherited the problems and no
easy solutions wnen, 15 months ago, he succeeded
Samora Machel, the charismatic leader who died n a
plane crash just inside the South African border.

Since then, Mr. Chussano has becn struggling. He has
boldly carried out major economic policy changes begun
before Mr. Macnei’s death. Failed socialist programs
have given way (o devaiuation of the nauonal currency,
encouragement of private peasant agriculture in piace of
inefficient state farms and the iifting of price controis on
a wide range of agricuiturai goods.

Imuai effects of the economic about-face can be seen
in this decaying port city, where the potholes outnumoer
the cars. The main market, for examplie, has been trans-
formed from a barren testimony of disastrous poucxcs to
a cornucopia of fresh {ruit and vegetables.

Mr. Chissano is aiso using tne skills he acquired in 2
vears as Mozamoiaue s Forergn Mimister. Poliucal ex-
perts here say that the ciniomatic mancuvers are :n par!
intended (0 get governments such as the United States
and Britain to persuade South Africa to abandon what

Mozambicans view as a policy of using the rehels to de-
stabilize their country.

The war remains Mr. Chissano’s greatest challenge.
Efforts 10 right the cconomy sl he doomed uniess the
army, which s bolstered by thousands of Zimbabwean
and Tanzanian troops. can degin to (urn the nde. The
guerrillas have picked as major targets once-proguciive
agricultural areas and major -oads, altacking convovs
carrving producc and reiief suppiics.

Concerns about sccurity are iiso deflecting much-
needed foreign investment from a country that uses
more than 40 percent of its budget for defense.

Talking to Third Parties

The Government savs it s standing [irm in its re-
fusal (10 negotiate with the redeis. the Mozamoique Na-
tional Resistance, wno are known by their Portuguese
acronym Renamo.

But diplomats and Government officiais sav Mr.
Chissano has accelerated a diniomatic process that could
‘ead to a political settlement. He met with Presiaent Rea-
gan last year and agreed that 3 non-miiitary soiution
must be found. The Government later offcred amnesty
and a promise of remntegration i1 society 0 ne shadowv
rebeis, said to consist of dispiaced Portuguese coiomais,
opponents and defectors from Freiimo, as well as Mo-
zambicans who have found n banditry an aiternative (o
grinding poverty.

The United States has cxtoiled Freiima's steps and
has said it would not deal with the rebets.

Ve are pleased to hear that President Chissano s
not commatted to just a military soiution but 1s wiiling ro
pursue other options.” said Mclissa Wells, the United
Slates Ampassador :n Maputo, 'vhose confirmation was
held up for montns by conservative Republicans opposcd
Lo closer ties with Maputo. ""He 1s asking {or support and
coilaboration. | think one of the first steps is the amnesty:
and I'd like to think :n the future we wiil see more steps
taken.”

Mr. Chissano appears (o have few opuons. A miiitary
settlement wouid take massive assistance that does not
appear to oe forthcoming. The army has Soviet weap-
onry but lacks transport, communications and logistical
support. The soldiers’ uniforms are so tattered that i1t is
hard to aistinguish them from the rcoels.

“We know we are 30ing (o have war and that it s
301ng 1o continue for a ‘ong uime,”’ said Jorge Aranda
Silva, tne Minmister of Trade. 'l 5 4 pily because we are
losing the possibility of buildine n Soutnern Africa a
modcl of deveiopment in Africa.””



