
. r . ctnd fhe response
MR COLIN VALE from 'JVlls says South A.frlcs Conslstently
profects an oyorwhalmingly negallve lmage oÍ ltselÍ to lhe
Internatlonal cornmunlty. What le necesgary, he says, ls a
mâtslve, costly, urell-managed and lmaglnatlve, propagarlda
eÍfort. 'rlJe agree - wlth the accent on the lmaglnatlve pirrt.
Our handllng oÍ the Samora Machel dlsa*ler perhalrs goe.r
to underllne whal Mr Vale b saylng. ïo dato we have been
almort painíully correct, In handllng the tragody. That ls nll
vary well. But ln ths meantime, while we ar6 oÍÍerlng no
hard evldence on the grounds thst Invertlgatlons are pend.
ing, some r,vorld leaders already say lhat South AÍrlca ls
gullty. The Í,rct that they are dlstlnctly ramshackle Interna-
tlonal leaders la not lhe polnt, Their vlowg have been roporl-
ed by a maselvely anl i -Soulh AÍr lcan in lernat lonal  medla.  l t
ls poselble that, wlth Machel not dead a week, lhe average
man or woman In,  Ícr  example,  Eelgium already euspecls
thât South AÍrlca had a hand In lhe matter. Víe itave loat the
lnformatlon waÍ. Perhapr we would not bo lorlng qulte so
badly lf we were lesa old Íoshloned, nìore skll led, more
pollrhed. Soulh Âfrlcafi InÍormatlon agetrte should not dc-
rcend to the level oí lhe thuge In the etreets oÍ Harare, but
porhaps lt le íoollsh lo cllng to our book oÍ rulee when others
have long ago lhrown away thelrs.
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