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S Africa SaysZimbabwe and MozambiquePlannedto Attack Malawi
t,

(a) SAPA inrEnglish(í) 1750 and (ü l8 L7 gmt 6 Nov 86
Excerptsfrom dispatchesdatelinedhetoria, 6th November:
(D A document discoveredat the sceneof the craú of MozambicanPresident
SamoraMachel'safucrafton 19ú Octobercontainedminutes of a meetingin Maputo at
which the Mozambiqueand Zimbabwe governmentshad discusseda calculatedplan to
overthÍow úe Malaúi governmentmilitarily and politically, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said tonight.At a pressconferencein Pretoria,Mr Botha produced
the original document for reportersand said there was not "the slightestdoubt" of its
authenticity. The document recordedthe minutes of a meeting in Maputo tfuee days
before the air crashand PresidentMachelhad led the Mozambicandelegation.
Mr Botha, who had paid tribute to PresidentMachel at the site of the craú on
20ü October, said tonight he had changedhis viewson the former Mozambicanleader.
"I am dismayed,disappointed,shockedand I didìot expecttltis." Mr Botha saidofficial
had been sent today to the Mozambicanand Zimbabweangovernmentson the
messages
The MozambicangoverÍÌmenthad beenaskedto
documentSouú Africa had discovered.
make it clear whether it still supported the plan to overthrow Malawi, as ageed by
President Machel. Mr Boúa pointed out that although Mozambique had a new
goverÍÌment,Zímbabwewas still underMr Robert Mugabe.Mr Botha alsosaidthe Maiawi
goveÍÍÌmentof Dr HastingsBandahad beenfully informed of the plot today. He refused
to say what Malawi reactionhad beenand also declinedto cornmenton whether South
Africa would assist should the threat to Malawi becomea reality. South Africa and
Malawi had had closeties for many years,but Malawihad not requestedhelp and if this
were done South Africa would haveto considerúe matter"
Mr Botha said it was not clear from the document who the full Mozambican
and his
delegationto the meetingwas,but PresidentMachelhad clearlyled the discussion
Prime Minister, Mr Mario Machungo,was presentas weil. The Zimbabwe delegationhad
been led by Mr Emmerson Munangagwa,Minister of State Security. He had been
accompaniedby Zimbabwe'sAmbassadorto Mozambique,Mr H.E. Mvundura (he was
Mr E.R. Kadungure,Minister
orderedto leave the meeting when the plot was discussed),
of State Defence,GeneralRex Nhongo,Army Commander,Air Marúal J. Tungamirai,
Maj-GenMaseko and Lt{ol Shumba, of the Zimbabwe National A..y, and ot}rers.
hesident Bandahad beenreferredto as "criminal" in the talks. . .
Malawi's police and defenceforce would be infiltrated and strategicbridgesin
the country would be destroyedalong with other vital partsof its infrastructure,Malawi
would be cut off from Tarlzana and Zambia. It was made clear it was time President
Bandashouldgo, and that the Malawiarmy would be ableto handle the situation.
"South Africa views these "diabolical and dangerous"plans in a very serious
light, Mr Botha said.
At the meetingPresidentMachelhad apparentlygivenan interpretationof South
pact with Mozambiquein 1984,
Africa's intention in signingthe Nkomati nonaggression
to the effect that the Republic would force úe Frelimo governmentto sharepower with
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the rebel Mozambique [National] ResistanceMovement (Renamo). "Luckily he alscr
accusedthe United StatesgovenÌmentof doing the santething." PiesidentMâchelhad
mentioneda US AnrbassadorMiller, who had tried to persuadehinr to createa puppet
sccondpolitical party itt Mozartrbiclue
so tlrat the US cõultl say to the rest of t[ô úirt,t
therewasa denrocracy
in that country. . .
Asked why there had been a delay of nearly three weeks in releasingth.e
document, Mr Botha said it had only been brought to his attention the clay bãfore
yesterday. The delay had come in the technical investigationteams work oi piecing
together wreckage_at the scene of üe crash and in trãnslating the documenï from
Portuguese into English. He felt there was no inorclinate delay in releasing the
document.. .
The docuntent,in a plasticyellow and transparenth<lltler,was stainedand it
apprearedas if úe pageshad beensoaked.Handwrittennotes,typicá
of additionsto the
typed minutes of any meeting,were pastedinto the document.. .
Responding to another question, Mr Botha said South Africa's next action
concerninglltt plot depended
_on Mozambique'sreaction. "I think they have a pretty
good idea of how far they could go without inviting severetrouble."
Asked if there were any oúer documentsretrievedfrom the plane'swreckage
that were sensitiveto South Africa's security interests,Mr Botha said eïidencewas still
qeilB.sifted througl:r."Tlr9J. might be. . " [agencyellipses]I don't know". . . (SAPA in
Engliú 1917 gnt 6 Nov 86)
(i D R u s s j a n sa n d C u b a ns w ere i nvol ved i n the j oi nt Mozanrbi cal a16
Zinrbabw.ean
plot to overthrow the Malawi governnìentmilita;ily and politically. . . At
meeling,
President
Machelis recordedas havingsaidhe wantód to tãlk, at ease,with
!h9
*the military
men",_andin the absenceof Zimba6we'sAnrbassador
to Mozambiqle.. .
Discussing_úe_plan,
PresidentMachel,said the "military men" had to place"ail avâilable
meansin Zambezia", the.province borderingMalawi. . . "We havesornèspecialforcesfor
special operations,we have about 4l MiG_-21fiet fighters)... [agenóyellipses] the
'ihe
victory-is being planned. . " [agency ellipsesJit demandscold-btoõctlOnéss."
itunsport of troops and equipment of Zambezia-andTete provinceswas discussed,with úe
vital role Zimbabwe'stransportfacilitieswould play herè,and the organisationof meclical
servicesand food" PresidentKenneth Kaunda of Zambia, who is mentionerlbriefly in
the minutes,had not guaranteedthe closingof his borderwith Malawi,and his "aníwer
was not satisfactory". President Machel said "we l-ravebeen at this table with the
Mozambicans,
Cubansand Sovietssincelast Friday (l0th October)and we said that we
úould go immediatelyto Zunbezia". . .
PresidentMachel also warned the meetingnot to underestirnate
South Africa
"becauseit can transportarmed banditsby sea,usingsubnrarines
and ships. . . [agency
ellipsesl she is desperatebecausewe uncovered Mãlawi." The vital inïormatìoir for
logisticalplanningwas still beingawaited,but haclin fact beenexpectedin time for the
meeting"Presiclent
Machelsaidhe wanted to transferhis MiG-2lsïrorn Maputo to Beira
so they could depart-from there. The MiG-l7s would be going to Zzunbózia,
together
with (helicopter)gunships.
Summing up the logisticalplanningand the cost of the operation,President
Machelsaid 'Ve will be readyto act if we haveall this.We must make^sure
thai if Malawi
diverts its_.goods
to Tanzaniawe will destroy the bridgesliúing Malawi to Tzutzania. . .
which took fouito fìve yãarsto builcl.If the goods
" [agencyellipses]úey must be.bridges
are divertedto Zambia,we will not destroythe Zarnbianbridgesbut we will destrõythe
Malawianbridgeswhich provide accepsto the Kazangula/llotiwana
route and to South
Africa. If we destroy úe bridgesto Tanzaniaand ZarnAiawe will have Malawi in our
hands". . .
Il c a l s o s ri d h e d i d n o t w ant to provokethosew ho si cl cdw i th Mal aw i . . .
. . . [agencyellipsesJI can't clothat".
[agencyellipsesJ"I dotì't wattt to increaseenònries
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The military action had to be backedby politicalaction and Malawihad to be persuaded
to allow Zimbabweantroops to crossits territory into Zarnbezia.The people of Malawi
had to be convinced the Mozambique and Zimbabwe forces were in "solidarity" with
them and not their goverrunent.
Mr Munangagwa
told PresidentMachel,"there is a force ready to go", but that
úere were preparationsthat had to be jointly made with Zimbabwe.Problernswith the
transportof military hardwarefrom Mozambiqueharbourswerealsoraised.. .
(b) Johannesburg
televisionin English1800gmt 6 Nov 86
Excerpts frotn video recordingof a report on the newsconferenceheld by South African
ForeignMinisterPik Botha in Pretoriaon 6th November:
goverrÌn]ent
to furnishthe SotrthAfrican
IBotha] [ haveaskcdthe Mozanrbiclue
government urgently with explanations because there is a new government in
Mozambiqueand t think we aÍe entitledto know wheúer this new governmentassociates
itself witli the accusationsof the former goverruÌrentand wiú tlïe plans to overthrow
other governmentsof southernAfrica and the plansto interrupt the traderoutesthrough
other Afiican countries, incluüng trade routes used by South Alrican importers and
exporters
It ntust be clearto you that this is a conspiracy"
While thereis a new government
in Mozattrbiquethere is not a new governmentin Zirnbabwe,and Zirnbabúe went to
Mozambique-andeagerlytook part iã ,theplotting arrd drawinf up of this conspiracyof
aggression
and violence.We have also'senta note to the Zirnbabwegoverruneãturging
that governmentto ceaseand terrninateits aggressive
plansinrmediatelyand pointing-out
to it that the South African governmenthas chosenanclis conrnrittedto ihe peaceful
r es < ll u ti < tn
o f d i ffc re rtc eisn o u r re g i ortand w arni ngl hern that tl re w hol e of scl uthern
Alrica will pay a heavyprice if theseplansare put intò operation.
I am sureyou would like to read the docurnents.That is about all I wanted to
convey to you, I thank you for your interest.I may just say,in conclusion,when I look
at the preambleto the Nkomati accordI seethe words containingthe cornmitrnentof the
Republicof SouthAfrica and the governmentof the People'sIìepublicof Mozarnbiqueto
the principlesof strict respectfor sovereigntyand territorial integrity, the principleof
non-interferencein the internal affairs of other states,consideringthe intõrnatiònally
recognisedprincipleof the right of peoplesto self-clcternrination
and independence,
the
obligationof all statesto refrain in their internationalrelationsfronr the tlireat or useof
fo_rceagainstúe territorialintegrity or politicalindependence
of any state,theobligation
of statesto settle conflicts by peacefulmeansand thus safeguardthe internationalpeace
and securityandjustice,the responsibilityof statesnot to allow their territory to be used
for actsof war, aggression
or violenceagainstother states.
TÏris is what we agreedto. I will leaveit to you to just how the governmentof
Mozanrbiqueunder the late PresidentMachelregardedtheseprinciples.FIe rnadeit clear
at this rneeting ürat banditry to hirn meansthe creation of South Korea [as heard].
According to hirn that is a stateconsistingof bandits.Taiwanis a stateof bandits.As far
as lre was concernedthat is only nrade clear now. He planneda typical Mao Zedong
strategyto overthrowa legalgovernmentof southernAfrica. I can only trust that the new
governmentin Mozanrbiquewill find it possibleto disassociate
itself frorn thesediabolical
and very dangerousplans threateningthe peaceand stability in the whole of southern
Africa.
tIìeporter] [Worils inclistinct]Responding to US chargcs, and Chester
Crocker's_-charges
two days ago that South Africa is still backingRenãnro[Mozanrbique
NationallìcsistanceMovenrent].
_[I]otha] I respondedto that yesterdayevening.I derriedthose charges.I am
aware of úese accusations.On fonner occasionsthe Anrericansdid insinuatethat we
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they
Renamo.I haveaskedthem for proof. Their standardreactionis no. If
were assisting
preparedto entertain
not
I
am
So_,
tJreir
sources.
reveal
might
ihev
prooï
must submit
make clear or to
ãi tfrut nuiutã útUesí the goveÍnmentlevellingthem (?sees)it to
;ú;ij;
done'Notup to
has
not
gõvernment
American
üre
tËat
ttr.'ruìárnr.,ãno
submitto me
may just
Dr
Crocker
revealing
now
aie
we
úat
facts
now, but I believe ü Ë tnttt of the
regrethis charges.
from the frontline statesthat thesedocuments
tal [words indistinct] charges
governmentis makingavailablephotostatsof
your
;;;hr.thrr
yãu-t.u
cun
forgeri.r.
are
Maputo'
and
thesedócumentsto Zimbabwe
to reachMaputo.today"Everythingwls
tAl certainly, yes,_yes.It is difficult
and certainly in any casehere is
it
available
make
will
*9
,Lna
ciosed down .ppurï"ìív
Thereare evennotes
auúenticity,
Thãr. is nôt the slightestquestionas to its
ú.
"iig*d.tr,emreiul-r-u1trir uaõt<of tËesedocumentsin the handwriting of membersof
ã.rtrJ[,
notes as is
iir. o.i.gution or tnlÃu.^ who attended the meeting"These-ryegb.viously
point. or
some
of
Machel
President
reminding
nature,
this
of
no.muUí done at *..iingr
not bind
tiir orrtãt. But f"; ú; ;;st of it, we do not posiessthe stationeÍy, we- do
you this document
ãò.urnrnts in this way. The style, úe languageis there and I say to
was found on the site",and I sayto you it ãoei not matter who allegedúe opposite'That
you likeisì record of a rãLting that iook-placein Maputo,and you can inspectit if
goverÍImentbeen in contact with the governtAl Foreign Minister, has your
ment of úaiâwi aboút theseailegations?
governmenthas been handed copiesof the
tA] As could be expected that
relevantdocumentstodaY.
tal

(?What did theY say?)

tAl I am not preparedto discus that'
fairly sophisticatedintelligenceoperation
tal [Words indistinc.t] despitethe
the Souü Ãftièan governmenthasat its disposal'
of the headsof statesof oúer _governtAl We do not listen to conversations
ments.dúi the Americansand the Rusians do that" This meetilg took P!ac9in Maputo
with PresidentBandabefore l6th
on 16ú October.lt is quite clear that they discussed
Octãu., úe possibility ãf closing the border between Zanbia and Malawi, and President
Banda did nôt üke the idea at ãil [corrects himsel{J PresidentKaunda, pardon. They
the border benween
discussedwith PresidentKaunda the-possibilityof Dr Kaunda_closing
Zarnbiaand Malawi, and PresidentKaunda [changesthought] the idea did not appealto
him.
IQuestionindistinct.]
yourself.
tAl Yes,I think you were there
tal
it .

him?
[Wordsindistinct] afford to revivesomeappreciationof

sad.I did not expectit, I did not expect
lA] Yes, I am dismayed,disappointed,

(?policy) other úan diplomaticaction
tal Would Souú Africa considerany
againstMòzámUiqueif thesedocumentsprovedtrue?
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goverÍrment.I think they have now a
tAl It dependson the actions of that
go
úere is real trouble.
before
could
still
they
far
how
goàd'ideu
of
pretty
IQuestion indistinct.]
pretty good idea of how far they
tA] I said I think úey would haveafter this a
clear.
..
I
úat
is
hope
trouble.
seveÍe
could go iviihout inviting
(?side)when this
tal [Words indistinct] have_youany idea of the goveÍÍrment's
attack agàlnstMalawi was taking place?
tAl Oh yes, it was imminent. Tlry plannedto move a largenumber of Russian
MiG airciafi and helicopter attack aircraft into úe Zambezn area, as thgV ha{ already
moved in large numberi of Soviet personnel- Taru;anians,I think, and Zimbabweansthey were goíng to force PresidentBanda to give them permissionto move their-troops,
Zimbabweãnd Mozambique troops, acrosshis territory quite clearly to assistin úe overtluow of his goverrunenì. They would have go_nein and.under pretext of assisting
President Bandã to repair certain of his roads, blow up his bridges,they were going to
infìltrate his police, hii defenceforce, but úrey were going.to assure,asPresidentMachel
said it, that irolitically and militarily thal regime is overúrown and destroyed. It was
imminônt, thêy were in a big hurry and the plans were already under way, and someof
the plans were already implemented.
An [word indistinct] of Soviet expertswho are going to do survey-s- Pre_sident
Machel requiied all sorts of surveys- they were going to establott . tu4q of 1,500 men,
methods õf this nature. It was not just idle talk, it was a firm, defìnite plan and
agleement.

