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‘Machel our closest ally

Herald Reporter

THE late President Sa-

ora Machel of Mozam-
bique has always been
a very close ally of Zim-
babwe.

In August 1980 Cde
Machel became the first
head of state pay a
five-day official vfsxt to
independent Zimbabwe, an

honour befitting' the revo-
lutionary leader who offer
ed his country to the rul-
ing Zanu (PF) as spring-
board for launching its
liberation war against the
Smith regime in Rhode-

Avenue in Harare Samo-

™ Machel Avenue.

All
schools were closed in
Zimbabwe on August 4
1980 to enabie children to

participate in welcoming

the illustrious son of Afri-

ca,

The Prime Minister, Cde
Mugabe paid tribute to
Cde Machel before the
official visit: “Mozambique
deserved the nonour Zim-
babwe has given it on

the first official visit.”
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President Machel had
never wavered during the
war and 150000 Zimba-

had been housed
in its refugee camps. “He
is an admirable friend.”
he said.

On President Machel's
first visit, agreements In
transport, banking, com-
mumecation, information
and _trade were signed
between Mozambique and
Zimbabwe, bringing the
two countties closer to-
geother,





